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Principle:  Sound doctrine is the foundation for Christ-like living, but it is not the ONLY necessary requirement for victory over sin.  

Truth:  The Gospel is not a program that outlines what we can do to live right before the Lord; the Gospel is a lifeline that links the drowning sinner to the mighty Savior, Jesus.    

Five Gospel Commands to obey in our pursuit of godliness:

Gospel Command #1:   Consider yourselves dead to sin.

Gospel Command #2:  Consider yourselves alive to God.

John 3:3 (ESV)
“Jesus answered him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.’”  

Two faith distinctions:

Distinction #1:  The difference between explicit faith and implicit faith. Implicit faith believes what some authority says is true even though the person does not know what the authority teaches.  Explicit faith is well-informed.  

Distinction #2:  The difference between conscious faith and unconscious faith.  Conscious faith does not have to be asked questions about what it holds true about the Gospel; conscious faith actively keeps what is true in the Gospel at the front of our minds.  

Command #3:  Do not let sin reign in your bodies.

Principle: Sin’s point of attack is through our physical bodies.  

Command #4:  Do not present yourselves to sin.

Principle:  Sin cannot reign in our lives if we refuse to offer the parts of our body over to specific sins.

Command #5:  Present yourselves to God.

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”

Job 31:1 (NLT-SE)
“I made a covenant with my eyes not to look with lust at a young woman.”

James 3:5-8 (ESV)
[bookmark: _GoBack]“So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things.   How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell . . . no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.”  

Psalm 19:14 (ESV)
“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.”  

Proverbs 1:15-16 (ESV)
“my son, do not walk in the way with them; hold back your foot from their paths, for their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed blood.” 



