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Scriptural Foundation: Revelation 1:1-8

Prologue

1The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2who testifies to everything he saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 3Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. 

Greetings and doxology 

4John, 


 To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 
7Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; 
    
and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him.  So shall it be! Amen. 

8"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty."

A group of seminary students got together on weekends to play basketball. Since the seminary had no gymnasium, these friends played basketball in a nearby public school. The elderly janitor of the school waited patiently each week until the seminarians finished playing in order to lock up the building. Invariably he sat there reading his Bible. One day one of the seminarians asked him what he was reading. The man answered, “The Book of Revelation.” 

“Really,” they replied. They were rather surprised by that because this man appeared to be a very simple man, “And this is such a hard book,” they thought.  They asked him, “Do you understand what it means?” 

“Oh, yes,” the man assured him. “I understand it.”

“Tell me, what does the Book of Revelation mean?  Tell me, what does it say?”

Very quietly the janitor answered, “It means that Jesus is gonna win.”

That is the best commentary one could ever write on this book – “Jesus is going to win.”
Many people study the book of Revelation for the same reason that others go to psychics or tarot card readers.  They are interested in finding out about the future.  While the book does reveal some important events about the future, its’ main message is about a person . . . the person of Jesus.  Specifically, that Jesus Christ, the Messiah, is the Almighty Conqueror and the King who gains victory over all who oppose Him.  The book opens with the words, “The Revelation of Jesus”.  He is its main subject.

The word “revelation” literally means an unveiling, or an uncovering.  A revelation from God unveils truth about God, about His nature, and about His workings that had been obscure to man.  So the book is an unveiling of Jesus so that we might see Him, that we might know Him, and that we might worship Him.  If you would learn to love Jesus more, you must read this book more often and more prayerfully.  God Himself reveals His Son to us as the Lamb who was slain, and soon reigning in power on the throne.  God reveals Him as majestic, loving, almighty and glorious.  What a gift God has given us in His Son and in the revelation of His Son to us!!  

Furthermore, God attaches a specific blessing for all who would read it and live by it (Revelation 1:3):  

Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy… 

I would urge you, rather than to stay away from this book because it appears so complicated and filled with symbols, to read it more often and more prayerfully, because

Blessed is  the one who reads the words of this  prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take it to heart what is in it because the time is near.

These events that are spoken of are not far off.  Friends, let us read and obey.  God’s blessing will rest upon us!!

Before we look at the verses this morning in detail to learn of the glory that is Jesus’, we ask, “What is the purpose for which God gave it? Why was it written?”  

The apostle John wrote Revelation under the direction of the Holy Spirit about 95 AD, during the reign of the Roman emperor Titus Flavius Domitian.  John is an old man and he is exiled on the island of Patmos. The emperor had demanded that he be worshiped as “Lord and God by all  who are in the Roman Empire.”  The refusal by the Christians and the Jews to obey his edict led to severe persecution of them by this emperor.   

Revelation’s initial purpose then is to encourage first century Christians who were experiencing great suffering; to offer them comfort and hope for the future.  John did not write them to satisfy their curiosity about the future, but to encourage and build them up in the faith during these very dark days when they were tempted to waiver in their faith: “Is it really worth it to follow Jesus Christ?”  To follow Jesus Christ may mean imprisonment and even death. These were very dark days for the disciples of  Jesus and God wants them, in these dark times, to set their eyes upon His Son and upon His glory knowing that their faith would be strengthened though it.  

We study verses 4-8 of the first chapter.  Each word and phrase is pregnant with meaning.  We observe three ways that the Father unveils for us the glory of Jesus.

I. The Glorious Offices of Jesus  (1:1-5a)

II. The Glorious Work of Jesus  (1:5b-6)

III. The Glorious Coming of Jesus.  (1:7-8)

The Focus is that Jesus is worthy of honor and worship!!

As we consider the glorious offices of Jesus we understand that in the Old Testament God provided mediators that would stand between Himself and the people.  These mediators in those ancient days held one of three offices:  prophet, priest or king; each of these intending, by God, to mediate His rule and His plan to the people. 
The prophets were given the Word of God so that the people might know what God is saying to them. The priests were given the sacrifices of God so that the people might be able to approach Him. And the kings were given the rule of God so that the people might be able to obey Him and do His will. Each acted as a mediator between God and His people and what we find in this Book of Revelation is God unveiling Jesus for us and that Jesus uniquely holds all three offices in His one person and He does so completely and fully in a way that no other mediator prior to Him could or would.  

The first office Jesus holds is that Jesus is our faithful prophet. Look at Verse 4:
John, 

To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, 

Here is a representation of each person of the Godhead revealing the Son, Jesus Himself, through John to the people, to us in our present day so that we might worship Him.  This message is not from John but from Him “who is, and  who was, and who is to come.” I believe that this is a  reference to God the Father. This message if also from “the seven spirits before the throne.” I believe this is a reference to God the Holy Spirit – seven being the number of  “completion,” of “fullness,” emphasized in the seven-fold work of the Holy Spirit as revealed through the prophet Isaiah. And here is the special focus where the description begins to elaborate, “from  Jesus  Christ.”  There is a representation of  each person of the Godhead revealing the Son, Jesus, Himself, through John so that we might worship Him.
But the special focus rests upon Jesus.  The first description is that He is the faithful witness; One who faithfully speaks the truth from God.   He does not merely tell us truths that we want to hear, but tells the truth that is hard to hear.  He is faithful to delivering the whole truth to us.  Thank God the Father for sending One who would tell us the truth that confronted our fleshly hearts so that we might know God. And more than this, Jesus is not merely like an Old Testament prophet in that He is speaking the truth from God, He is a messenger from God to man, but Jesus is more  than that kind of prophet: He is the Truth, He embodies the Truth, He is the faithful witness.
What does Jesus faithfully give witness to?  John’s Gospel tells us in Chapter 1, Verse 4:

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. . .
It goes on to tell us in Verse 18 of Chapter 1:

No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.

How are we to know who God is and what God is like? We know through Jesus, the faithful Witness.
Jesus is God’s ultimate and complete Prophet who as God is able to faithfully communicate God to us.  Like the Old Testament prophets, He is God’s messenger to us.  But unlike the Old Testament prophets, He is also the source of revelation, that is He speaks on His own authority, and He is the focus of revelation. We must listen to Him!

Listen to what the writer of Hebrews says about God’s way of communicating Himself to us (Hebrews 1:1-3):

1In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 

2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. 

3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. 

The only way for man to know who God is is through His Son; that God in grace reveals Himself to us.

Some may protest:  “Pastor, the people of the 1st Century might have had  the  opportunity to see Jesus in the flesh, but we don’t have the opportunity to see Jesus today.  He is ascended into heaven.  How can we know who God is through this faithful Witness?”
Thankfully, He has left us a reliable record of the life and teaching of Jesus in the scriptures.  We have a record of God’s revelation through His Son in the Word of God, in the Bible.  In Revelation for instance, we see that this revelation about Jesus came from God and was recorded through the angel to the apostle John.  This is God’s chosen means for communicating Himself to us.

There is a disturbing trend today in  that many teach and believe that we can know truth about God and Jesus apart from the revelation of God through His Word.  They suggest that we can know “new truths” about God through our personal thoughts, experiences and relationship with Him.

One pastor, Gordon Duncan, writes a review of the book “The Shack” by William Young.  It is the emergent church that largely is very passionate about this idea that we can know much of God through our personal experience, and “The Shack” is a piece of theological fiction from the emergent point of view.  It gives us William Young’s thoughts about the nature of God.  This review appears on an emergent church website “The Ooze”.  We don’t know the origin of the name, but the idea is loved by emergent church to think of God in unclear, muddy, murky, oozy ideas of God.  They call it “mystery,” but denial of the clear revelation of God through His word. 
Imagine Jesus coming to woman at the well, “If you ask I will give you ooze.” Jesus gives us crystal clear water that is unpolluted  and is accessible to us.  

Pastor Duncan gives examples of how the God described in “The Shack” differs from the God who  reveals Himself in the Bible. There is review of “The Shack” on the Bethany website if you want to read more. Listen to what Pastor Duncan writes:
“Now, notice that in each of these examples, I’m countering scripture with what William Young presents. Mackenzie, in his interaction with God, does finally get around to quoting scripture, though not very often. In one of the few times he does, this is what we get. 

“In seminary (Mackenzie) had been taught that God had completely stopped any overt communication with moderns, preferring to have them only listen to and follow sacred Scripture, properly interpreted, of course. God’s voice had been reduced to paper, and even that paper had to be moderated and deciphered by the proper authorities and intellects… Nobody wanted God in a box, just in a book. Especially an expensive one bound in leather with gilt edges, or was that guilt edges?” 

It would seem that Young mocks anyone that would look to scripture to understand God or to find peace. Reading the scriptures is not looking for God in a box or merely in a book. Psalm 119:92 says, “If your law had not been my delight, I would have perished in my affliction. I will never forget your precepts, for by them you have preserved my life.” The scriptures show us God and show us our own hearts. The scriptures don’t restrict God; they wonderfully express His character and will to us.”
This was such an excellently worded and gracious review that we must think, “How can anyone disagree with what has been written here?” Yet, every comment on this blog was negative, attacking the reviewer. One of the more gracious ones, a man named Darrell, responds negatively to Pastor Gordon’s review and we must listen because this is where our culture is and is heading: “All of us knows something of God that we did not discern from Scripture that both illuminates and supports scriptural revelation and at the same time reveals something in our hearts that Scripture didn't reveal directly. If all we ever knew about God we knew only from Scripture our faith would be poorer, do you not agree? Anything that comes from an honest relationship with the God Who Is There is valid, in my opinion. 

“The God of Young's book is the God of Scripture. Honestly, anyone that has a relationship with God can see that.” 

We need to observe that for Darrell and many others, the revelation from God comes directly through personal experience and that personal experience outweighs the record of biblical revelation.  When the two clash, the Bible and our personal ideas about God through our relationship with Him that we are to side with our own personal inclinations.

My friends, this is the foundation of idolatry and false worship. . . believing that we can know the nature of God apart from His revelation to us in scripture.

Of course, God interacts with us in a lively, personal, and intimate way.  This is not where the conflict between the emergent church and orthodox Christianity lies; it is not with the idea that we don’t have a very personal  and authentic, real, living, thriving relationship with the Living God. The conflict lies in whether God adds to the revelation about Himself and His nature to individuals today through their own personal experiences, and whether it is appropriate to receive knowledge about God’s nature on the basis of our subjective experiences.

Listen to the words of scripture about the completeness and sufficiency of scripture in II Timothy 3:16, 17:
16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 

17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

We need nothing more in regards to the revelation of God’s purpose to Himself than what Scripture reveals by His Holy Spirit to us.

In Revelation, notice how this truth about Jesus is revealed to us. Notice the care that God placed upon communicating to us  how we are to receive this message (Revelation 1:1-2)(NASU):
1The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the things which must soon take place; and He sent and communicated [it] by His angel to His bond-servant John, 

2 who testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, [even] to all that he saw. 

This is not merely one of John’s experiences with God that he happens to have as he fellowships with Him each day.  This is not merely an entry in John’s daily spiritual journal as he is writing that particular day in his relationship  with God.  This is a unique communication from God to John that we all are to  take  as God’s very word, as the testimony of Jesus, Himself, to us.  What John writes on this unique occasion is the very word of God!

There are two Big Questions for emergents and others who  think we can find the witness of God through means other than  Jesus as presented in the Scriptures.  This first  is, “What truth do you know about God that the Bible does not reveal?”  
Darrell said, “Don’t you  agree  that we  know more truth about God than by what  He reveals in Scripture?”  “Don’t you agree…” like it is crazy not to agree  with that!  The question is, “What is it you know about God, and about Jesus,  that is not revealed in Scripture?  I am interested because if you share with me something that is not in Scripture,  I  have to ask  the  second question,  “Why should I believe this from  God?  Because you experienced it?  Is that the measure?”

God  has given us a sure Word.  Let us not  loose hold of  it.  A demand for a more direct revelation  is  a denial of the office  of Jesus as our faithful Prophet.  It is a denial of the fullness of Jesus and the completeness of Jesus’  message to us through the Holy Spirit.

The application is since Jesus Himself is our faithful witness, we commit ourselves to learning from Him in the Bible; we give ourselves to this Book.  We know that God interacts with us in a living  way through the  pages of a Book.  It is a living word  of God and it is precious.  We delight in it even as David did and he expressed this in Psalm 119, “We wish to know what He says and to obey what He commands.”  We become attentive to his message by actively seeking Him day by day.

The second office we will look at is the office of Jesus being our High Priest.  
Verse 5 says that not only is Jesus the faithful witness, but He is also 

“…the firstborn from the dead”  

This is a reference to Jesus’ death upon the cross and His resurrection from the grave to glory.  Firstborn does not mean the first one raised from the dead in chronology, but that He is “the highest of those raised from the dead” in priority.  This is a title of honor (cf. Romans 8:29; Col 1:15, 18).
He is pre-eminent, the supreme representative of all who would have life beyond the grave . . . He is the life-giver.  

He stands for us as our priest before the Father.  As our priest, He is mindful of our weaknesses.  As our priest, He intercedes on our behalf to the Father.  

As our priest, He sacrificed Himself on the cross so that we would not be condemned by the God who rightly judges sin.  

Listen to what the letter of  Hebrews writes (7:23)

23Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office;  24 but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. 25 Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. 26 Such a high priest meets our need--one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. 27 Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself. 

As our high priest, Jesus is our advocate with the Father, who prays for us continually, and brings us near to God. Listen to what John would write in his first letters (I John 2:1-2)(NASU),

1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;  2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for [those of] the whole world. 

What a wonder to have such an advocate; someone who knows the righteous Judge and who speaks in our defense.

Suppose you have a child who gets into a car accident and receives a ticket for that. There is concern about this staying on the driving record and what that might mean for insurance. As a parent,  we listen to the  story and  talk  with the police officer, yet we wonder why the officer is writing a ticket when it did not seem it was your child’s fault. In response to this, you seek out a lawyer, an advocate, who knows the legal system  and can help.  The lawyer  suggests we take the case to court.
The day arrives for the case to be heard before a judge. As it turns out,  the judge decides that the case against your child is not valid and strikes the ticket from his driving record. After this, your child comes home just beaming from the events in the courtroom that day, and he says to you, “That lawyer is so cool!” Your child  had  an advocate who stood  with him, in a  place that was  foreign, and the advocate prevailed.
But what if you were arrested for murder and  the district attorney said there was  a pile of evidence against you, and you did not commit the crime? Aren’t you going to look for best advocate, someone who is going to stand  beside you, pleading your case?  
But in our case we are guilty of the deepest offenses of idolatry, self-righteousness, and self-rule, and self-will.  These are capital crimes in God’s economy.  But we have an advocate with the Father, and our advocate has already satisfied the demands of the justice of God in dying in our place, as our substitute.  When He speaks in our defense, the plea is not “Not Guilty” but the plea is “Already Paid”!!!!  And, when we  stand with Him,  we know the Judge  hears Him, and  the Judge accepts His payment.  Isn’t it  wonderful to walk  out of that courtroom  knowing we are free; knowing there is  no condemnation placed against us.
Martin Luther once spoke, in a figurative sense, of the attack a Satan upon his own soul, accusing him of these many sins. He said Satan came to him one day and, “he brought before me a catalogue, a long scroll, a list of all my sins.”  And he said, “I replied back to the Devil, ‘Is that all?’”  “No,” said the Devil; and he brought yet another of all the sins Martin Luther should be rightly condemned. “And now,” said the heroic saint of God, “write at the foot of the scroll: 'The blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth from all sin.’ ”

Friends, isn’t it wonderful to have an Advocate, a High Priest? How good it is to know when God visits us in His Son, He does not come to us as a debt collector who we shrink from, but He rather comes to us as a High Priest who pays all of our debts. Since we have such a Priest, we confess our sins to Him daily knowing that He intercedes for us. We need not hide from Him in our sinful choices, but rather we run to Him for help to overcome those sins which rage war against our soul. (Hebrews 4:15, 16)(NASV)

15for we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weakness but One who has been tempted in all things [as we are,] yet He is without sin. 16Therefore, we draw near with confidence, to the Throne of Grace so we might find mercy and grace to help us in our time of need. 

Since Jesus is our High Priest, the application is bold and it is wonderful; we can draw near to God. We confess our sins knowing He mediates for us and He is the Priest who sacrificed for us and washes and cleanses our sin, and not only forgives our sin, but liberates us from the power of sin so that we need not be entrapped, we need not be in bondage anymore, but we have the opportunity to live Godly lives.  And now we hold to the confession of our hope without wavering, because we have an Advocate with the Father, we have a High Priest, One who ever lives, and even in the face of persecution, we say, “I will die for the sake of the name of Jesus,” because, “He is my High Priest and I want Him to be my Advocate today, and tomorrow, and forever more.  I will not leave Him because I need Him and He is glorious and He will care for me.”
Lastly, Jesus is our Sovereign King.
We look at Verse 5, again, and see that He is “the ruler of the kings of the earth.”  Later, in Revelation 19:16, He is given the name, “King of kings and Lord of lords.”  

Jesus is the ruler of all kings, emperors, presidents, chiefs, prime ministers, and heads of state.  His authority trumps the authority of every human throne. This is not a kingship in the land of make believe, but is a real kingship in which He exercises absolute power.  

Some may ask: “If it is not make believe, if it is not just ‘up there’ and ‘out there,’ but it is real where Jesus Christ is Sovereign ruling, how is it that He rules over the kings of the earth?  Let’s note four ways:
First, Jesus in sovereign authority ordains who becomes human leader in every land and who gets removed from their positions of power.  

Daniel 2:21, says, 
"God changes times and seasons; he removes kings and sets up kings." 
Then Jesus says, in Matthew 28:18, 
"All authority in heaven and on earth have been given to me," 
I think his meaning must include that God's authority to remove kings and set up kings is given to him. The Father appoints the kings and presidents of the earth through the Son. 

This does not mean that every king obeys Jesus and does His will.  They often do not.  God often ordains and directs the sinful actions of even wicked rulers to fulfill His good and wise plan for glory.  He wisely uses even the folly of sinful people to accomplish His will.

Second, Jesus, in sovereign authority, regulates the actions and decisions of earthy kings.  Sometimes He restrains them from accomplishing their purposes.  Sometimes He gives them wisdom to accomplish Godly purposes.  Sometimes He withholds wisdom, and this is where the mystery is, so that they will act in folly, and in evil choices and evil actions, to accomplish His eternal plan.

Perhaps the best Biblical illustration of this is in the life of Pilate and Herod. Acts 4:27 and 28, tells us that Herod and Pilate did what God had decided beforehand that they would do when they crucified the King of Glory. They did the most evil act that any king had ever done, and yet, God ordained that.
27 "For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 

28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose predestined to occur.”

Understand that this is where the mystery is. We are not suggesting that God is the author of evil, but we are suggesting that God uses evil men to work out His sovereign, His complete, His sometimes often mysterious and always wise plan to bring about the good of His church and the glory of His Son. 
It is interesting that Christians in persecuted lands understand this and they know this, "This was in the wisdom and love of God. The church was not ready for liberty. The church needs to be purified still further." 

Jesus directs the actions and decisions of earthly kings, even the evil actions of evil kings.  His sovereign plan is not superseded by earthly kings.  Do not misunderstand.  God is not the author of evil.  But, He does work mysteriously and sovereignly even through wicked kings to accomplish His divine purposes.

Also, Jesus, in His sovereign authority, claims citizens from every tribe, and ever tongue, and every people, and every nation.

Often the question is asked, “What right do Christians have to proselytize? What right do they have to tell others what they need to do when they have a religion of their own?”  Why should we think what we believe is better than what others believe?  And even if we do think that, what right do we have to say it?  Evangelism seems to be the height of arrogance to our culture.

The answer, Jesus said: (Matthew 28:18, 19)
18"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations..." 
That is the answer, and Jesus’ authority trumps every other authority, so that, even when kings, and princes, and people in authority refuse to allow believers to be a witness unto Jesus, and disciple others, we can still do that in fully good conscience because Jesus is the King of Kings and He is the Lord of Lords. 

As we consider Jesus as King of Kings let us repent of our own self-rule, that is the application, and submit our lives to Jesus as King. He is the Ruler of the kings over the earth. That means He is the Ruler over us. 
It means that we must change our allegiance; that is to say, “Lord, your Kingdom come and your will be done.” We are loyal to no one else. 
It means we change our expectations so that we recognize that when God sovereignly acts, we submit to His actions in our lives, recognizing that they are gifts to us as opposed to something we are going to grumble and complain about. Recognizing Jesus sovereign rule means we change our values. Our culture is all about success, achievement, and image, but the values of the Kingdom are quite different. 

It means we change our priorities and our mission; that above all else, we seek first God’s Kingdom. What is important to the King is important to us.
What a wonder it is to think about Jesus: our Prophet, our Priest, and our King.

I close with a doxology because John, thinking about this, just gets excited. He is thinking about the Revelation that God has give him through this angel, that Jesus is the Faithful Witness, that He is the First Born from the Dead, and He is the Ruler of the Kings of the Earth, and as he thinks of this, he stops in his writing. He cannot write anymore of the description the angel has given him, and what does he do – he begins to worship. Listen to what he writes (Revelation 1:5b-6)
5b To Him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father – to Him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.
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