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Scriptural Foundation: Revelation 1:1-8

Prologue 

1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who testifies to everything he saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. 

Greetings and doxology 

4 John, 

To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 
Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 

7 Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him.  So shall it be! Amen. 

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”
England’s Queen Victoria once listened to a chaplain preach a sermon about the second coming of Christ. Those near the royal box noticed that the queen’s eyes were filled with tears. When the service ended, she asked to see the chaplain alone. Seeing her great emotion, he asked why she was so moved. She replied, "Because of what you said about the coming again of the world’s rightful King, I wish still to be here when He returns that I might lay my crown at His blessed feet!"

An accurate revelation of the glory of Jesus led this queen to submit herself to His Lordship and long to worship Him; to bow down before Him and give Him the honor that is due Him.  Queen Victoria’s crown shriveled in significance when she saw His majesty.  She realized that only Jesus is worthy of honor and glory and power and longed for the day when she would see Him and lay her crown at His glorious feet. 

Friends, this is the response of everyone who truly sees the glory of God in the face of Jesus; that we will  long for the day we will lay down any honor and glory, any bit of power and authority that we have in this world, we will lay it all  down at His feet. We recognize that He alone is King of kings and Lord of lords. Our prayer is that God will bless us that we too might taste of the glory of our Lord Jesus. 

We turn to Revelation 1:1-8. Previously we studied this passage and dwelt almost entirely on the first portion of Verse 5 and the first of three offices of Jesus: The Glorious Offices of Jesus (1:1-5a). As we continue we are going to look at, first, The Glorious Word of Jesus (1:5b-6), and then the Glorious Coming of Jesus (1:7-8)

By way of review, we learned from verse 5 that Jesus holds three precious offices as He stands as the Mediator between us and God.  First, Jesus is the faithful prophet who communicates God and His will to us. We learn to listen intently to the voice of our faithful prophet to hear what He has to say to us and be ready to respond to it.  Second, Jesus is the High Priest who intercedes for us and sacrificed Himself upon that cross to atone for our sin.  The application is that we learn to draw near to God boldly with Jesus as our Advocate. And finally, Jesus is the Sovereign king who rules over all the earth. He mediates God’s sovereign authority to us.  Let us submit our wills, our values, our lives to Him that we might obey Him fully and serve Him wholly.

John had just begun to receive the revelation about the glory of Jesus when he is compelled in his writing to lift up his heart in a joyful doxology.  The very mention of Jesus as “the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth” set fire to John’s heart.  He is so enthused by the person of Jesus he must give words to the gladness he finds in Jesus, so much so that the last part of Verses 5 and 6 burst upward to God like a great geyser of praise.  In John’s doxology we learn of the glorious work of Jesus on our behalf.  

In Verse 5, we read,

…and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood… 

Friends, it is possible to think of Jesus only in the abstract, a person of the ancient past who did great deeds and spoke powerful messages, but John does not present Jesus to us as a figure out of a history book.  Rather he presents Jesus to us as a person whom he knows…a living, present and bright reality.  

The question that is central to the whole Revelation of God through the Bible is: do you know God personally? Do you know Jesus, God’s Son, personally?  You realize He invites you to know Him in that way.  Later in Revelation 3:20 Jesus will say,

“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.”
The idea is that Jesus is offering us a very real,  vibrant relationship with Himself; a very real, living, present person. If you do not have a real, living Christ then you cannot be a real, living Christian. I pray we all enjoy the real, living Jesus as we study God’s Word together. 

There are three displays of Jesus’ glorious work which John unveils for us. The first is found in this phrase at the end of Verse  5:

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood…
Jesus loves us! This is a profound truth.

Carl Bart, who was a profound, intellectually, scholarly theologian, was questioned by someone who  came up too him late in his life and asked him, “What is the  most profound and deep theological  truth or theological thought that you have ever had?” He paused just briefly and then said, “Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.”

Here is a man who thought in monosyllables; who thought in very abstract, huge terms, but when it came to the most profound thought he ever had, it was this, “Jesus  loves me!”

Jesus does not coldly carry out his office mediating between us and the Father as our prophet, priest and king.  But He is the prophet who loves us as He teaches us. He is the priest who loves us as He makes a sacrifice for our sin. He is the king who loves us as He rules over us in power and authority. None of these offices He holds with resentment,  with coldness, with distance, but rather with each of these offices He works them out in a way that reveals and communicates His affection and compassion to us.
The first line of this doxology begins with the words “To Him”.  John is not just enamored merely with the love of God, but more with the God who loves!  The love of our Lord Jesus is immense and wonderful, but the Savior who loves us is more wonderful still.  Let us think more deeply about Jesus and his amazing love for us.  

It is profound that Jesus loves us presently. He loves us perpetually. And, He loves us continually.  

John does not write, “To Him who loved us.”  John would have been accurate if he had written that as the past tense does not mean that He has stopped loving us.  But John wants us to understand something of the perpetual, continual, and present tense of Jesus’ love. John makes the matter of Jesus’ continuing love clearer by saying, in the present tense, “To Him who loves us!” I like that.  Jesus loves me still.  He did not finish loving me in dying on the cross for my sin.  He does not tire of loving me when I fail Him and grieve Him, but His love remains without ever failing.  He loved us before the worlds were created and He will continue to love us beyond time and into eternity.
That is the nature of His love. He is the Alpha and the Omega. He  is the One who is eternal and because Jesus is eternal, all about Jesus is eternal. His love is everlasting toward us.

When a man marries a bride he promises to love, honor and cherish her for the rest of his life, but from the beginning of that relationship that love is assaulted.  It is attacked by hurtful communication that takes place between the two. It is attacked by selfish expectations, by sinful choices of one or both, by demonic temptations, and by worldly pursuits.

With this assault in view God says to husbands, as Paul wrote in his letter, in Ephesians 5:25,

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her… 

The nature of the natural love within man is that it diminishes over time and through painful disappointments, but this is never true of  the nature of Jesus’ love for us.  Nothing can successfully assault this love and cause it to diminish. Think of that for a moment.  Nothing you do can make Jesus love you more and nothing you can do can make Jesus love you less. His love is not  purchased by our good actions and thoughts and words, by our  service, by our loyalty, by our worship,  or by our  devotion. Indeed, our disobedience and unfaithfulness may keep us from knowing and enjoying Jesus love for us, but these will never not keep Him from loving us.  Jesus’ love has no limit and never changes. Because Jesus is eternal, with no beginning and no end, so is His love toward those who believe in Him.

What we know of ourselves should cause us to be amazed that Jesus’ love for us is present and perpetual.  I know that there are many times that my love for me diminishes as I disappoint myself.  In weakness I fail in my discipline or I lose in my battle against pride and willfulness.  Yet He loves me in the present tense!

But, Jesus also loves us freely; not just presently, but freely. This is to say that Jesus does not have to love us, but He loves us as His sovereign choice.  His love is not influenced by anything in us as people, but rather is influenced only by His own pleasure.  We are not so adorable or even so valuable that God must love us. God could have freely chosen not to love us and  set us aside forever. He would have been just and right in that  choice. He is not compelled, absolutely, by anything in us. His love flows not from our value, but from His perfection. Nothing in us prompts His love or produces it.  His love is given to us by His free decision.  God loves us because He has chosen to love us, not because we are worthy of it.  

This is where there is a sad note of Christian culture, teaching, and thought today that seeks to bolster the self-esteem of man by suggesting that it is our own intrinsic spiritual  value that forces God’s hand in His love for us. The teaching goes this way, “We know that we have such great spiritual value that God loves us.” This turns the teaching of God’s love upon us, as a people upside-down and on its head. It robs God of the glory that is rightfully His in freely loving us and causes Him too love us on the basis of our nature rather than on the basis of His perfection and  loving kindness.  What a devilish doctrine that would rob God of His glory and turn it to exalt man. 
Jesus loves us, and He loves us freely! This is why Christians throughout the ages have stood in amazement in the presence of Jesus, the Nazarene. This is why Paul  writes of God’s love being that “which surpasses all  knowledge” in Ephesians 3:19.

In Ephesians 3:17b, Paul writes,
17b And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

God’s love is free. Oh, that we would know the freedom of God’s love. What more could He give than to us He has given?

A certain medieval monk announced he would be preaching next Sunday evening on “The Love of God.” As the shadows fell and the light ceased to come in through the cathedral windows, the congregation gathered. In the darkness of the altar, the monk lit a candle and carried it to the crucifix. First, he illumined the crown of thorns, next, the two wounded hands, then the marks of the spear wound. In the hush that fell, he blew out the candle and left the church. That was his sermon. I feel very much like this monk this morning.  I point you to the cross of Jesus and ask you to dwell deeply on God’s display of love for you in it.

Isaac Watts wrote well the hymn:

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. 

See from His head, His hands, His feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Isaac Watts wants us to survey and  consider for a moment upon the wonder  of the love of God for us in Christ. Do you realize how much God loves you and if so, do you exalt in it? If not, the answer is to dwell more upon Christ. Our love back to God can never be an obligation. It must flow from a heart that realizes God loves us. We don’t love God because we ought to or that we know we should. That is the Law and what the Law says. The heart that is cold to God is a heart that needs to begin to grasp how wide and how deep and how broad and how high the love of God is for us in Christ. We need to spend more time in consideration of Jesus upon the cross.
The second display of Jesus work for us is Jesus also frees us. Verse 5 says,

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 

Other translations use the words, “He has washed us,” “He has released us.”  The picture is one of sin in the role of a cruel slave master.  Sin is presented in the Bible as an alien power that takes the heart of man captive to do its will.  Sin’s mastery is described as misery and ends in destruction.  Since the day of Adam’s fall, we all are born in bondage to sin.  This is our natural condition, but the good news is that we can be set free from this bondage by the blood of Jesus.  The blood of Jesus shed on Calvary purchases our release from slavery to sin. 

This is the heart of the gospel. If we want to know what the Gospel is and what the Gospel means to us we  go to Revelation and we read that He loves us and released us  from our sin by the blood which He shed upon the cross. The blood of Jesus secured not only freedom from the penalty of sin, but also from the dominion of sin.  Through faith in Jesus, we are forgiven by God and are free from future judgment.  But more than that, we are also free from having to obey sin’s demands.  We can live life without the chains of our lusts and our pride weighing us down and ruining our souls and our relationships. I know that this may seem unbelievable to some who are weighed down with sinful habits, but this is the Gospel truth!

In Colossians 1:13-14, we read,

13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

Our enjoyment of Jesus’ work makes a huge difference in our every day living. Is doctrine practical? It is immensely practical, particularly when it comes to these doctrinal ideas of the love of Jesus for us and the freedom He purchases for us in setting us at liberty of the slavery that sin has upon us. Consider these thoughts from  Romans  6:12-14,

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace. 

If you have been set free from this cruel slave-master, why would you consider going back underneath that cruel slave-master authority? Each and every day, when we come to understand that Jesus frees us we will make a choice, either to live in the freedom that Jesus has purchased for us through His blood, or we will choose to live under the old darkness of enslavement and bondage to sin. We don’t have to choose this anymore. We have an opportunity to choose a whole, new, different life and each day we will  choose which master to lend parts of our body over to – our eyes, our ears, our tongues, our feet, our hands – to the master of sin or over to the Lord Jesus, to do His will. Romans 6:16, says,
Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey…

Don’t you know that every time you say, “Okay, master of sin, you brought temptation to me. You told me to move in this direction,” “Don’t you realize you become  slaves to the one you  obey? “Do you want to be a slave to sin?” That is the question that Paul is asking. “Why would you choose that master when you can choose the Lord as Master?” Romans 6, continues,

17 But thanks be to God that, though you used  to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. 18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. 

To say to a slave who has not been set free, “Hey, you don’t have to obey your master anymore! Act like a free man!” is to mock his condition and make him more miserable. it is cruel to tell a person  who has not been set  free from sin to live a good life, to live righteously, to live up to the standards of God, because they can’t. All the Law does is place them in greater condemnation and that is why, as Christians, we hear not only the Law that condemns, but we also hear the Gospel that sets us free so that when we say, “Live a righteous life, a life which pleases God, a life which will provide great joy to you and great glory to God,” we are not speaking cruelly but we  are speaking truthfully in knowing the power of Christ is resident in every believer.
Friends, it is so sad to see men and women who have been liberated continue to live under the miserable and oppressive reign of sin. And yet, more sad in communicating the Gospel message to those who are living under the reign  of sin and yet have been set free by Christ, as we communicate that freedom, for those people to believe there  is no hope for that kind of life to be possible. They say, “You don’t understand the circumstances. I have to live this way.” Friends,  we do not!
Thomas Costain’s history, The Three Edwards, described the life of Raynald III, a fourteenth-century duke in what is now Belgium. Grossly overweight, Raynald was commonly called by his Latin nickname Crassus, which means “fat.” After a violent quarrel, Raynald’s younger brother Edward led a successful revolt against him. Edward captured Raynald but did not kill him. Instead, he built a room around Raynald in the Nieuwkerk castle and promised him he could regain his title and property as soon as he was able to leave the room. This would not have been difficult for most people since the room had several windows and a door of near-normal size, and none was locked or barred. The problem was Raynald’s size. To regain his freedom, he needed to lose weight. But Edward knew his older brother, and each day he sent a variety of delicious foods. Instead of dieting his way out of prison, Raynald grew fatter. When Duke Edward was accused of cruelty, he had a ready answer: “My brother is not a prisoner. He may leave when he so wills.” 

Raynald stayed in that room for ten years and wasn’t released until after Edward died in battle. By then his health was so ruined he died within a year. . . a prisoner of his own appetite. 

That is a sad story, but it is told over and over again.  Friend, regardless of the sin that plagues you . . . lust, lying, pornography, anger, bitterness, gossip, worry, fear, greed, materialism, or pride, you need not die in the dungeon of this sin!  Go to the cross of Jesus today and begin to experience the joy of His release.

He loves us. He frees us. Finally, He transforms us in Verse 6.  

…and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father--to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 

Here we are given this great truth that Jesus gives us a whole new identity when He loves us and frees us. He makes us a part of His Kingdom and He calls us to be priests. Formally, we were slaves to sin, but now we are citizens of the Kingdom of God and we are priests set aside for the purpose of serving God, of praying for one another, of presenting the Gospel message to this world that needs to be set free from slavery to bondage and sin, of being able to enjoy God in worship and in praise. We are a kingdom now and priests to serve our God.
Let us now consider the glorious coming of Jesus in Verse 7.
Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen. 

The announcement of Jesus’ coming begins “Behold!!”  The idea is a shout, “Hey look!!” John has caught sight of the coming of His Lord and he directs our attention to this great event.  He wants us to see it too.

Have you ever seen something spectacular, maybe a rainbow in the sky, or a sporting event you attended and there was something someone was doing that was absolutely  spectacular and you take theorem  of someone  next to you and say,  “Hey, look!” That  is the idea that John is presenting to us today. John has caught sight of the coming of His Lord and he  directs our attention to this great event, “Hey, look!” indicating to us that it is possible to see more vividly and more clearly the coming of the Lord Jesus in power and in glory.

Friends, let us go beyond believing that Jesus is coming again to seeing it with eyes of faith and worship.  His coming can be much more vivid to us than merely a belief. John wants us to see something of the glory of Jesus, and it is possible for us to see the glory of Jesus and behold His glory, not fully that there is a future day when we will see Him face-to-face, but there is more for us to know the glory of God than what we are presently experiencing and John wants us to enter into that when her says, “Behold!”

Charles Spurgeon writes, “My imagination has often set forth that dread scene: but better still, my faith has realized it. I have heard the chariot wheels of the Lord’s approach, and I have endeavored to set my house in order for his reception. I have felt the shadow of that great cloud which shall attend him, damping the ardor of my worldliness. I hear even now in spirit the sound of the last trumpet, whose tremendous blast startles my soul to serious action, and puts force into my life. Would God that I lived more completely under the influence of that august event!

“Brothers and sisters, to this realization I invite you. I wish that we could go together in this, until as we went out of the house we said to one another, “Behold, He cometh!”

As we read that, our hearts should warm, and feel, first, a little bit of shame. As we read Charles Spurgeon say, “Often this is what I see…” and he invites his congregation, “I wish when we left, we could all go out, having seen this together, and  say, ‘Behold, Jesus comes!’” we must think to ourselves, “I don’t think enough of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. I don’t think I see it as clearly as he does, and I need to because this has such practical impact upon my life.”

There are three descriptions of Jesus’ second coming.

1. Jesus is coming personally.  He is not sending an emissary.  He is not coming spiritually, but in bodily form.  Not “every mind” will conceive of Him, but every “eye” will see Him. The eye sees that which is material and visible.

2. Jesus is coming publicly. Every eye will see Him. His glory will be seen by all that day; every eye of every person ever born, not only the eyes of the living, but also the eyes of those who have gone before, the eyes of all the dead. The eyes of the righteous and the wicked will see the glory of the coming of the Lord. Every eye will see Him.
3. Jesus is coming certainly.  This is a fact as sure as His first coming.  If Jesus came first to die on the cross, then doubt not that He will come again to reign.   

John is absolutely certain of this great day of Jesus’ glorious return that he writes it in the present tense. John writes of it not in the future tense, “He will come,” but in the present tense “He is coming,” as though the event is already taking place. Jesus is already on His way. This emphasis, the second coming of Jesus throughout the Bible, is of us to be ready; for us not to be like the five virgins who forgot to keep oil in their lamps and it was over not the offer of forgiveness that they are ready to receive, but  it is the mourning of the judgment of Jesus that is present and they wish this judgment of Jesus  not to come.

As we read the Book of Revelation, we will find that to be true; the response of the people to the coming of Jesus is one of resistance and even greater intensity of the rebellion against God. Remember John writes that “there will be a people from every tribe, tongue, and language who will  mourn in restless rebellion against Jesus when He comes again.”

I wonder what our heart conscience will be when Jesus comes. Will we joyfully behold the King we have longed for, to see, to rejoice in, and to worship, or will we mourn with dread, with rebellious mourning, against the One who is the Judge of all the earth and who demands that everyone recognize His authority, His power, and His might.

The Scripture tells us to  be ready for that day. There is no reason why we need to be without a ready heart to receive the King. We are urged today to look up the King who loves us, who died upon the cross for our sin, who is willing to set us free, who is willing to provide for us a citizenship in the Kingdom of Heaven, and who will make us a priest to serve Him.

The Scripture calls upon us to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and be changed.

Even so, Lord Jesus, come quickly!
