“Jesus and His Church”
September 21, 2008

Dr. Ritch Boerckel

Scriptural Foundation: Revelation 1:9-20

One like a Son of Man 

9I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10On the Lord's Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11which said: "Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea." 

12I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13and among the lampstands was someone "like a son of man,” dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 

17When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 

19"Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. 20The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

This past week I attended a lunch with some other pastors that focused on ministry to singles.  At the lunch the leaders of Cache Connections, a Christian dating service, wanted to hear input from some area pastors about how the church might intersect with their mission.  One really interesting part of the conversation came when the leader of Cache asked, “Where are all the single Christian men?”  Several of the pastors chimed in that there were few, if any, single Christian men in their church.  They wanted to know why young Christian males were not committed to the local church anymore.  In listening to the conversation, I first thanked God for the many young, single Christian men and women who He has placed here, in our body. And I want you to know you are a very vital part of the ministry at Bethany Baptist Church.  You are an integral part of bringing glory to God and bringing the light of Jesus to the world through this church. I thank our Lord for you.  

Then, I thought about the question itself.  There are most likely many reasons why a young, Christian man might avoid a commitment to a local church.  Perhaps he is self-consumed with his own pleasures and pursuits to consider God’s glory in His life.  Perhaps he is distracted by a weekend schedule that includes more recreation than worship.  Perhaps he is bored with church.  The reasons may be many, but I wondered if one of them is not that the church has often painted a far too effeminate picture of Jesus . . . a portrait that does not resonate with a young man’s masculine nature.  The church often presents Jesus with all the soft nurturing qualities of a mother . . . caring, sensitive, gracious, serving, forgiving. Indeed, Jesus possesses these in full measure. But then the church often neglects those qualities in Jesus which make Him terrifying, powerful, tough, majestic and fearsome.  

We all need to regain the biblical portrait of Jesus as being velvet on iron.  As grievous as the loss of men from the church is, there are other even more grievous results from our failure to have a biblical view of Jesus Christ.  The most grievous is that we rob God of His rightful glory when we fashion Him in our image, to our own likings.  This destroys our worship of God which is the central purpose of our existence.  The Book of Revelation helps us recover a biblical perception of Jesus.

In II Corinthians 3, Paul writes,

18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

The principle stated is this:  the more we see Jesus, the more we become like Him. We become more like Jesus when we gaze upon Him in His majesty and glory.  In seeing Jesus, we become like Him.  So my aim this morning is to lift up Jesus that we might gaze upon Him.  We need to see Jesus more than we need anything else, for the more we see Him, the more we will be transformed into His image. That is what the Scripture teaches us.
As a church we have many needs:  Needs for financial gifts, needs for cheerful workers, needs for divine wisdom and guidance, needs for godly leadership.  But more than all these, we need to gaze upon the beauty of Jesus so that we can reflect His glory in our personal lives. 

The vision that John records about Jesus in Revelation 1, is absolutely awesome.  This vision is not meant to be a visual picture of Jesus, but a spiritual portrait of Jesus’ nature and character.   From Jesus’ nature, we come to understand how He relates to His church.  There are five specific commitments of Jesus to His church.

1. Jesus abides with His church faithfully.  

2. Jesus intercedes for His church lovingly.

3. Jesus judges His church rightly.  

4. Jesus speaks to His church truthfully

5. Jesus protects His church lovingly.

The first commitment we are going to discuss as this image unfolds regarding Jesus is: Jesus abides with His church faithfully. Look at Verse 9:
9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus…

All three of those always go together in a faithful church and in a faithful Christian. There is suffering for the cause of Christ. There is inclusion in the Kingdom and the rule of Christ. And, then there is the patient endurance that God provides for us in the midst of the suffering for His Kingdom work.

John continues,

I was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 

We are reminded that this was written to a church that is being persecuted. That is the context. Emperor Domitian is on the throne of the Roman Empire and he one who is bringing persecution to the church. John is a brother in the faith with the members of the church and he is a “companion in the suffering and kingdom and patience endurance” through dark and dangerous days.  John did not write from a comfortable office, but a place of suffering.  John, at the age of 90, has been exiled to the rocky island of Patmos because of his loyalty to the gospel of Jesus.  He continued to teach the Word of God despite the consequences threatened against him by the emperor Domitian. For this crime he is banished to a rough and barren island.

John writes Verse 10:

10 On the Lord's Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11 which said: "Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea." 

John hears a loud voice, he turns and it is the Lord who is speaking!  The same Lord he had been contemplating that very day . . . a day he calls “The Lord’s Day.” 

John had celebrated the resurrection of Jesus on the first day of the week for nearly sixty years, since the resurrection. Even in exile, he loved this day of thinking of the power and glory of His risen Lord.  This is why he and the rest of the church called Sunday, the Lord’s Day. He is still marking his calendar, exiled, banished to a barren island, and he is observing the first day of the week as being “The Lord’s Day.” It is still important for him to set that day aside to remember that Jesus died for him and shed His own blood and that Jesus resurrected, in power and glory, and ascended into Heaven, and one day He is going to return. 
Sadly, many Christians have forgotten that Sunday is the Lord’s Day.  In a knee-jerk response against legalism, we forfeit the benefit that God intends for us to gain on Sunday by considering that it is no different from any other day. Friends, this is the day when Jesus rose from the dead.  Let us greet the dawn of each Sunday with a reflection upon the resurrection of Jesus, and set aside this day above all others to praise Him for the life He has purchased for us with his blood. If we do, the other days won’t be diminished in the importance of our worship, and obedience, and fervency, but the other days will only be enhanced as we remember that the Lord Jesus rose from the dead on the first day of the week.
John writes to these seven churches which are located in the Roman province of Asia.  These cities were centers of seven postal districts, which made them perfect for distributing this message to all other churches in the empire once they received it.

We read in Verse 12,

12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone "like a son of man," 

What a strange vision!  Revelation is a book of symbols and if we miss the meaning of the symbols we will miss the message of the book.  Thankfully, God explains the meaning of many of these symbols for us. What do these golden lampstands represent?

We keep reading to find out in Verse 20,
20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 

Some would have the seven stars to be the messengers of the pastors, the spiritual leaders of the church, rather than angelic beings.

Here in Revelation we see when John turned “to see the voice” he saw among the lampstands “someone like a son of man.” We know, of course, to be the Lord Jesus.

Jesus told his disciples in Matthew 5: “You are the light of the world.”  So the symbol emphasizes our role in being light as we proclaim the Gospel in this dark world.  We are called to reflect Jesus Christ who is the Light of the World and to shine His light into this dark and corrupt culture.

I want you to notice in verse 13 that the one like the Son of Man is “among the lampstands”.  John sees the glorified Messiah personally moving among His churches in direct relationship with them. Jesus abides with His church faithfully.
In Matthew 28:20, Jesus says to his disciples, 
“I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  
In Hebrews 13:5, He says,

 "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." 
Before Jesus went to the cross he said to His disciples (John 14:20, 23),
20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.
There is a relationship of presence, real presence, not just symbolic presence, but real presence that the Lord Jesus has with His church.

How vital to know in times of suffering and persecution that Jesus is present with us; that we are not orphans. The Son of Man who stands in the middle of His church is constantly, intimately, truly present. In times of suffering we need someone greater than ourselves. What John is describing here is the ministry of presence that Jesus possesses for His church and how comforting it is to know that is true. No one else may know the troubles we have been through. No one else may know our sorrow, but Jesus does, and He doesn’t know  that from a distance, but He knows that up close.
What a difference His presence makes in our individual lives and in our life of our church.  Because He is present, He enables us to overcome temptation towards sin.  Because He is present, He strengthens us to persevere in the faith when we feel like quitting.  Because He is present, He comforts us in our sorrow; He holds us in His arms.  Because He is present, He calms us when we are afraid.  Because He is present, He corrects us when we are erring, sometimes even sharply so.  Because He is present, He reconciles us to each other when we are fighting.

We lose so much when we lose sight of the real, active presence of Jesus in our midst. The ministry of presence is a visible, tangible expression of love and of care and of interest. Friends, Jesus is constantly present
The second commitment that this picture reveals is that Jesus intercedes for His church lovingly.

In Verse 13, we see Jesus 

…dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 

This word for robe is the same word used in the Greek translation of the Old Testament to refer to the robe worn by the high priest.  The vision is that Jesus stands present with His church and is her High Priest.  The golden sash described in John’s vision, points to Jesus as our High Priest in that the high priest in the Old Testament wore such a garment that had gold in it (cf. Ex 28:4; Lev 16:4)

Jesus presents Himself as the one who makes sacrifice for His people so that we can be accepted by God, spilling His own blood upon the alter, and as our High Priest, He prays for His church continually.  He intercedes for us.
As a pastor I love it when people let me know that they are praying for me.  Please pray more.  Some say, “Pastor, I pray for you every day.” I am overwhelmed by that expression of love and care. It not only is an expression of love, but it is also a very meaningful way to help me personally and in the ministry that God has given me. There is no greater help that can come to a person’s life than the help that intersession brings to that person’s life. There are other ways to help like notes of encouragement, there might be to missionary’s gifts that are given from a homeland that they don’t experience in the area they are ministering, but this is the most powerful means – the means of intersession. My life is different in very real ways because of others’ prayers. I know that my greatest ministry to you, along with teaching you the Scripture, is the ministry of prayer for you and how we might intercede on your behalf. 

But here, Jesus Himself prays for me every day, every moment of every day!!  Wow.

Hebrews 7, says this,

24 but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. 25 Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. 

The best specific example of Jesus’ work of intercession for his sheep is from Luke’s gospel just before Jesus is to leave them and go to the cross. Jesus is speaking to His disciples and He wants to give them some words of encouragement. He says,

29 And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, 30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

What a glorious promise Jesus leaves with his disciples.  Here is the cheering thought that the wages which Christ will give to his believing people will be far out of proportion to anything they have done for Him. Our weakest efforts to glorify Him will be found written in His book of remembrance that not a cup of cold water given in His name will not be forgotten.
Then we read in Verse 31,
31 "Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers." 33 But he replied, "Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death." 34 Jesus answered, "I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me." 

We are reminded, from this account, what a fearful enemy Satan is in His assault against our souls!  It  is no small thing to have Satan as our enemy. It is a terrifying thing were not the right Man on our side, the One who intercedes for us.  Satan is forever near Christ's flock, though we do not see him. He is longing to accomplish our ruin, though we often are unaware of it. J.C. Ryle writes, “The wolf does not crave the blood of the lamb more than the devil desires the destruction of souls.” 
Do you realize that Satan is very real and is out to destroy your life? He is out to destroy your faith and remove you from being a worshiper of the Living God.

Here we also note the great secret of our perseverance: why is it that we who are so feeble and so weak and so prone to giving into temptations and difficulties, why is it that we who have such a powerful enemy attacking our soul, why is it that we do not fail in the midst of that attack? It is because Jesus said, “Peter, I have prayed for you.” Think often and deeply about the ministry of intercession that Jesus makes for you if you are one of His own.                  

If you are one of Christ’s own, rest assured that you find great safety in this mighty Friend, who ever lives to make intersession for us. We have a watchful Advocate, who is daily pleading for us, seeing all our daily needs, knowing our future, knowing what temptations will come upon us next and into the distant future, knowing the enemy that we have who wages war against our soul, and who intercedes for us with the Father so we will be supplied with grace and mercy, sufficient for every need that we will ever face. and grace for our soul.  

If we are true Christians, we shall find it essential to our comfort in religion to have clear views of Christ's priestly office and intercession. 

The third commitment is: Jesus judges His church rightly. In Verse 14, this vision begins to be very intense.
14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 

God reveals to John Jesus’ majesty.
First, John describes his head and hair was white like wool, as white as snow.  The prophet Daniel is given a similar vision of the Lord God in Chapter 7, Verse 9.  

9 As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat.  His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white like wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze. 

Continuing in Verse 13 of Chapter 7, Daniel says,

13 In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 

14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. 

God purposefully gave Daniel and John similar visions, first of Yahweh, the Lord God, and then of Jesus, so that we would know Jesus, God’s Son, is fully God, wholly divine with all of the majestic power and glory residing in Him.  

The white hair and head are symbols teaching us that Jesus possesses the attributes of absolute wisdom and knowledge.  Jesus is able to judge rightly because He possesses the eternal wisdom of God.

Further, His eyes, John says, are like blazing fire.  

In J.R.R. Tolkien’s,  Lord of the Rings, the dark lord Sauron’s disembodied form was a giant flaming eye that could look in all directions and see the ring whenever it was exposed.

Here in Revelation we find a similar word picture, except that this picture reveals a knowledge that is far more penetrating.  Jesus’ eyes see everything all at once.  Nothing is hidden from His sight for a moment.  He looks over His church and everything is revealed to with piercing clarity.  Jesus judges rightly because he does not miss any important piece of information.  He discerns not only every action and spoken word, but also our motives, our intentions, and our hidden thoughts.  Jesus judges rightly because He does not miss any important piece of information.
God consistently reveals Himself as the God who sees everything, Jeremiah 16 says,
17 My eyes are on all their ways; they are not hidden from me, nor is their sin concealed from my eyes.
In Matthew 10, Jesus says,

26 "There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known.”
In Hebrews 4:13, we read,

Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Every thing is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 

We move on in the vision and see that His eyes not only see, but are full of purifying fire as they see.

One more symbol that points to Jesus judging His church rightly is that, “His feet are like bronze glowing in a furnace.”  The bronze altar was the place in the Old Testament sacrificial system where fire consumed the sin offerings; where sin was atoned for. Sin is now judged at the feet of Jesus.  He moves among His church with purifying judgment!  Jesus is completely the Pure One moving among an impure people with the intention of purifying us. We see that in Chapters 2 & 3, when Jesus judges these seven churches with this eye that sees everything and these feet of burnished bronze calling people to the work and the grace that He is offering through repentance. It is a movement of judgment.
Our first response, as we think of this One who has hair white as wool, indicating complete wisdom and absolute knowledge, eyes that are burning bright and able to see everything that is laid bare before Him, and feet that move among us acting upon what He sees in judgment, to this is, “That scares me, pastor! I don’t know if I like that image of Jesus. It really frightens me to think of Jesus in those terms.” It should. look at John’s response.

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. 

This is the response of everyone in the Bible who encounters the living God.  An accurate view of Jesus awakens within us a healthy fear of God.  We must regain a biblical view of our Lord Jesus.  Our very soul is at stake, for the person who thinks careless thoughts of Jesus will think careless thoughts of the evil of sin.  And such a one will have a very difficult time truly worshipping God and obeying Him.

One of the conversations in the Marina series has Susan and Lucy talking to Mr. and Mrs. Beaver about Aslant.


"Ooh!" said Susan, ". . . . Is he quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous about meeting a lion."

"That you will, dearie, and no mistake," said Mrs. Beaver, "if there's anyone who can appear before Aslan without their knees knocking, they're either braver than most or else just silly."

"Then he isn't safe?" said Lucy.

"Safe?" said Mr. Beaver. "Don't you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells you? Who said anything about safe? 'Course he isn't safe. But he's good. He's the King, I tell you." 

How marvelous to know that if we are in Christ, there is now no condemnation because Jesus, in His power and in His goodness, shed His blood for our soul.  However, this does not make us less intense in our battle against sin.  We do know that Jesus walks among His church as the One who judges rightly.  We know that He purifies His church through loving discipline.  He does not allow sin to flourish among His own people unchecked. 

I Peter 4:17, says,

For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 

We would like to turn that around. We like to think of judgment beginning instead with the sins of this world, but it begins with the House of God. Listen to Hebrews 12:5,

And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son." 

In the fourth commitment, Jesus speaks to His church truthfully and powerfully.

Jesus does not just judge sin in the church, but He powerfully fights against it through His word. That is the sword that is used and that is the sword that protects us. Look at Revelation 1:15 and 16,
…and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 

Jesus is pictured with a sharp double-edged sword coming out of His mouth.  This reminds us of the great power of Jesus’ word to His church that battles against sin and false doctrine which rob God of His glory in the church. Here John is presenting Jesus as one who actively speaks to His church and His words have such power to cut and to kill self-righteousness and pride and sin that would rob God of His glory in His church, to kill false doctrine that would cause us to error into idolatry. It is a sharp, double-edge sword and it is active within the church of Jesus. It is active among us.
Does Jesus still speak to His church today?  Yes, it does through the scriptures by the Holy Spirit who delivers it to our hearts.  Hebrews 4 says,

12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 

The power of the church rests in her willingness to listen to the word of Christ and proclaim the word of Christ.  For people are saved not by the words of men and women, but by the word of Christ. No sermon, nor Sunday school lesson, nor lecture from a parent to a son or daughter will be of any spiritual effect unless it carries in it the active word of Christ. Our words are like butter knives unable to cut through the simple affect of a corrupted soul. We ourselves have no spiritual power to affect a spiritual work; the work is done by Christ Himself through his Word.  It is not our sword that opens souls to the knowledge of God or to the wisdom of righteousness.  But Jesus’ sword is opens up that which is indiscernible. It opens up a hard heart to the softness and rightness of God’s pleasure and offer of grace.  

Friends, let us take care never to blunt the edge of Christ’s word in our lives, in our homes, or in our evangelism.  The gospel is very sharp when the Spirit of God lays it home to the heart. That is what the word of Christ does. It is a sharp, two-edged sword. There is much in the true gospel which will hurt when it laid against a should that is in rebellion against God. It will offend, but we do not tamper with it or tone it down, for the sword must slay pride and self-righteousness before will humble a heart to receive Jesus as Savior and Lord.  Conversion is never the work of man. It is always the work of Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit, and Jesus works through His word.
There is a great concern that Christians bought into the lie that there is one gospel we tell when we are among Christian friends and there is another gospel that we tell to the unsaved world. There is hardly a place where it is not true; where there is an active belief that there is one gospel to present  to an unsaved person, and we don’t want to present too much,  too firmly because it might turn them off forever from it. And there is another Gospel we share with those who have already received it. Are there two gospels that save, or is there only one? It is never through the work of man to convert a person, it is the work of God and He does that through His word.
In 1977, Charles Spurgeon writes these words:

I beg all of you who try to bring sinners to Christ, to stick to that old sword, the two-edged sword that goes out of Christ’s mouth! If souls are not saved by the preaching of the Truth of God, they will not be saved by the telling of lies. I have sometimes heard really awful doctrine preached at revival services and an easy-going Brother has said, “Well, you see, it was an evangelistic meeting.” Yes, but you should not tell lies at evangelistic meetings! “Oh, but if we were to preach the same Truth of God to these sinners that you would proclaim to a company of Believers, it would not do them any good!” Well, then, nothing else will depend upon it! If the Truths of God will not have any effect upon them, your toning down of those Truths, or your screwing them up will not improve them, but will spoil them. I believe that the very Gospel that comforts saints is the Gospel that saves sinners—that there is but one Gospel for all purposes and all people and that, therefore, two gospels will never be required!

The last issue is that Jesus protects His church lovingly. 

He uses the sword that comes from His mouth to protect us against that which would ruin us. The two great diseases that the sword of the Spirit protects us in sin is folly and false doctrine. Our protection against these great diseases is the word of Christ. I am not talking about the statements that we may read in the Scriptures, but I am talking about those statements as the Holy Spirit applies them to our lives and we receive them as the word of Christ implanted in our soul. Only then will we be protected from these great diseases. So we listen to Jesus with open hearts, each and every day, for we know “Man will not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.” 

In conclusion, we want to end where we started – in II Corinthians 3:18:
18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory…

It is the picture of Moses seeing God in His glory as he is in the cleft of a rock. As he sees God in His glory he is changed so that when he comes down from the mountain he has this “glow” about him, a glow, though, that is fading. 
But in the Gospel, the more we desire to see and have a right view of God, and the more we draw near to God and have that correct view of God, and we see God in His glory through our worship, through our longing, and through our seeking after Him, something takes place. That something is that we are transformed into the very image of the One we are seeing.

John, in his letter, would say, “There is going to be one day, and what a day it will be, when we shall see Jesus as He is and we will be like Him because we see Him as He is.” 
Right now, here is the call: do you want to be more like Jesus Christ? The greatest need we have is not so much self-discipline, although there is a part in that, it is not so much greater effort on our part to be more like Jesus and do what Jesus would do, here is where it starts: “God before I can come to be like Jesus I need to see Him. God will you help me to see Jesus in His majestic glory?”

God will change us if we do. 

