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To the Church in Thyatira 

18 "To the angel of the church in Thyatira write:


These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 19 I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first. 20 Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols. 21 I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. 22 So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. 23 I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds. 24 Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and have not learned Satan's so-called deep secrets (I will not impose any other burden on you): 25 only hold on to what you have until I come. 26 To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations— 
 

27 'He will rule them with an iron scepter;  he will dash them to pieces like pottery'— 

just as I have received authority from my Father. 28 I will also give him the morning star. 29 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”
A man came home from church one Sunday afternoon to enjoy a long, peaceful nap on his favorite couch.  He slept deeply on the sofa that perfectly formed to fit the shape of his body.  While he rested quietly, his three bored sons plotted an ornery scheme against their unconscious and now vulnerable dad.  The boys found some smelly catfish bait in the garage and very quietly rubbed a small ball of it into the moustache of their sleeping father before they crept out of the room.  Sniff, sniff . . . the man slowly woke and stood to his feet.  “Honey!” he called to his wife.  “This room smells really bad!”  He then walked down the hall and up the stairs.  Sniff, sniff.  “This whole house stinks!!”  Finally, he rushed outside to get some fresh air.  Sniff, sniff.  “This whole world stinks!”

One popular Christian pastime especially after an election season is talking about how much this world stinks . . . from the immoral relationships applauded on the TV to the God-defying philosophies adopted by the people around us . . .  from ungodly initiatives in our nation’s public policy to unrighteous behavior in our culture’s private lives. We make some very true observations as we observe the disheartening trends in the world around us, but I wonder whether the odor which we lament finds a source even closer to home.  Is it possible that one source of the rotten stench is located right under our own noses?  

Such was the case with church at Thyatira.  The whole world in Asia Minor did indeed stink morally and spiritually in the first century, but this was not what concerned Jesus when He sent a message to this church.  Jesus’ concern rested with the impurity that he smelled inside the church. His concern rested with the offensive odor of sins soaking into the pews and defiling the whole body of Christ.
In Revelation 2:18-28 Jesus talks to this church in Thyatira to attend to the impurity within the church.  His message to them is one of simple exhortation, “Be clean.  Be holy.  Be pure.”  No church was quite so commended by Jesus like the one in Thyatira, and yet she receives an incredibly sharp and ominous warning.  The church in Thyatira was a church plagued by the tolerance of impurity and she were about to be judged severely by God because of it.

As Jesus speaks to seven individual churches in Asia Minor He uses a similar structure for each one. First, He gives a word of commendation (2:18-19). Second, He gives a word of correction (2:20-23). And, third, He gives a word of counsel (2:24-29).
We begin with a word of commendation in Verse 18.

“To the angel of the church in Thyatira write:”
Thyatira was the smallest of the seven cities receiving messages from Jesus through John and ironically it is given the longest letter.  Jesus reminds us that He loves His church whether it is located in significant cities, world capitals, or in obscure villages.  The place of the city doesn’t impress Him so much as it is the church that He cares about.  While Thyatira was small she was a very business oriented city that could be described as a “blue collar” town.  She boasted numerous trade unions or guilds.  For example, guilds flourished there in the fields of weaving, tanning, baking, dying, pottery, and bronze smithing. 
The only other time in the New Testament that Thyatira is mentioned is in Acts 16:14 where a woman from Thyatira named Lydia meets the apostle Paul in Philippi.  Lydia is a dealer in purple cloth.  Lydia hears Paul preach the gospel message and the Lord opens her heart to respond to Jesus in faith and she is completely and utterly transformed and becomes a genuine Christian.  The church in Thyatira may have been started by the businesswoman Lydia who may have returned home to tell the gospel message to others.

In Verse 18, Jesus continues,

“These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. “
Imagine being in the church in Thyatira.  One Sunday morning a messenger arrives and says, “Hey, I have a letter for your church! A letter from the island of  Patmos.”   “Great who is it from?”  “Well, listen as it tells us!”  

“These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze.”
Such an introduction would make us sit up straight in our chairs!  For good reason Jesus paints a fearsome picture of His person to this church.  He is strong enough to triumph over the church’s enemies and pure enough to judge the church by His absolute standards of perfect righteousness. 

Listen to how Jesus commends this church, in Verse 19:
“I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first.”
The church at Thyatira was a good and growing church.  Jesus lists five very impressive qualities within this church that any church rightly covets for themselves:

He first mentions their “deeds.”  Jesus, in looking at this church, had noticed how they did not just sit around and talk theology, but they put their faith to work.  James would say, “Faith without works is dead.” T his church had a long list of good works that filled their annual reports.  This was a church where the members labored to do the work of God together.

He goes on to commend them about their “love.”  The word love used here, in Greek, means “agape”.  This was a real godly love, not a fake love.  It is not a superficial love; but a real love. You may remember that the church at Ephesus was also commended for her good deeds (2:3), but that church had left their first love: their love for God and for others.  In contrast, this church was full of love. It was a place where you felt warmth the moment you walked into the assembly.  The people not only greeted new faces, but befriended them, and created relationships with one another.  Their worship was an expression of their genuine affection toward God. It was not a hollow hypocrisy. This was an unusually loving church; no other church among the seven is commended for its love.

His third commendation concerned their “faith.” This is better translated “faithfulness”.  These were really reliable and dependable people here.

And, then there was their “service.”  They met the needs of people around them.  They sheltered the poor, fed the hungry, cared for the weak and elderly, and prayed over the sick.

Lastly, He commends them for their “perseverance.”  This congregation also suffered for the sake of Jesus’ name. They lived in a community that was hostile to the faith. They did not suffer as much as the Christians in Smyrna suffered, but they risked their reputations, their livelihoods, and their very lives to be true to Jesus and boldly proclaim Him in their community. Jesus saw that they were persevering in the midst of hardship and persecution. 

Notice the last line of Verse 19:
“…and that you are now doing more than you did at first.”

The term “more” describes a more plentiful harvest than the season before.  Each year that the church existed they were doing more and more in the areas of good works, love, faith, service, and perseverance.  This church was not only growing in numbers, but growing in maturity and depth.  Their vision for what God had called them to do was blossoming.  This church was not retreating, but was advancing in its work in the community for the gospel.  They were not stagnant in their spiritual lives, but maturing at a healthy pace.

What a church!  They possessed qualities that any godly church covets for herself.  

We need to ask a question:  What can we individually do to help Bethany receive this kind of commendation?  
We cannot do corporately what we are not willing to do individually. Pray about this in regard to your life and this church. We must believe that Jesus is worthy of being lifted up higher and higher in our community and in our world by us.  The question must become personal when we ask: “Jesus, what are you calling me to do to see that our church is that way: that it is increasing; that what we did last year was good but we are continuing to grow and increase in deeds, in love, in faithfulness, and service?”  The church of Jesus cannot grow strong without her members desiring to receive Jesus’ commendation: “Well done!”

There is a word of correction - in spite of some incredibly strong qualities Jesus presses against this church the harshest indictment yet in Verse 20.  

“Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols.”
In the beautiful garden of this church grew a poisonous weed.  An enemy of God was given a prominent place inside Jesus’ church and she was corrupting many.  Jesus calls her “Jezebel”.  Jezebel probably not her real name, but applied by Jesus to her to describe her character and behavior; it is an illusion to an Old Testament woman by the name of Jezebel who was exceedingly wicked and evil.  She was the daughter of the King of Sidon and she married Ahab, the king of Israel.  She practiced witchcraft and she worshipped Baal.  Baal was a fertility god and the worship of Baal involved obscene sexual behavior with temple prostitutes.  Jezebel supported more than 800 false prophets of Baal and she tried to eliminate the true prophets of God within Israel as the wife of the king.  In her encounter with a poor man by the name of  Naboth, she proved herself a liar and a cold-blooded murderer.  She had a huge influence on Ahab towards rebellion against God.

I Kings 21:25, says,

25 There was never a man like Ahab, who sold himself to do evil in the eyes of the LORD, urged on by Jezebel his wife. 26 He behaved in the vilest manner by going after idols…
A woman like Jezebel had become part of the church at Thyatira and she was given a prominent place.  She was called a “prophetess” and the church was tolerating her.  She was teaching an outrageous license to sin: she was teaching people that it was “good” to commit sexual immorality, and the church was tolerating her malignant influence of others.  Both by her example and by her teaching she was corrupting others in the church, specifically misleading them towards sexual sin.  She rationalized sin for the people so that first their attitudes about sexual sin changed and then their behaviors.  This is the slope that false teachers follow and they make sin seem to be reasonable, seem to be less deadly and less lethal than it really is for believers.
In Thyatira each guild honored a specific deity, and the members of the guild would meet for meals, but part of the meal involved alcohol, idolatry regarding their specific god, and sexual immorality as part of that idolatry.  If you were a believer in Thyatira and you were a member of a trade union, you recognized that God’s call upon your life to practical holiness no longer allowed you to attend these trade union parties. But here is the problem: if you did not participate with your trade guild in these parties, you would be kicked out of the guild and lose your career and your livelihood.  And along comes Jezebel with her ideas about ethics in business being different from ethics in church.  You have to make a living, don’t you?

Think about this question: if your Christian standards get in the way of career success, which one do you choose to forfeit: the standard or the success? The decision you make will determine the direction of your soul and, ultimately, the character of the church. 

Do we have Jezebels in the church today?  Absolutely! There are those suggesting that sexual immorality is not really the evil that God says it is: whether sexual immorality expressed in compromising behavior while dating that do not measure up to the standards of God in treating young women as sisters; in sexual relationships before marriage. Statistics tell us that 95% of Americans are impure before they are married. That is staggering, but as we look at the evangelical church, the results are not much different.  If it were the statistics wouldn’t be as high.  Regarding homosexual relationships, there are many teachers in the church today who say, “Well, maybe God didn’t say…” “Maybe this isn’t such a grave sin after all.”  Or, it may be teachers by example and by philosophy and by lifestyle, communicating lustful thoughts energized through movies, music, magazines, soap operas, pornography, or fantasies.  We must be deeply concerned that there are Jezebel’s in the church who will wink at these behaviors and justify them as harmless or even profitable.  

It appears as though the church in Thyatira was unwilling to combat sin in her midst.  They thought to themselves, “We will do good works, we will love God and others, we will be faithful, we will serve, we will persevere under hardship, but we do not want to contend for purity and holiness by standing up and kicking someone out of the church.  That seems unloving to us and intolerant.  We do not necessarily approve of what Jezebel is doing, but we do not want to overreact.  She is a volunteer after all.”  

An astute student of the Bible will say, “This sounds similar to the church in Pergamum!”  Yes, it does.  We recall, Jesus says in Verse 14: 

“Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to the teaching of Balaam…”
But in Thyatira there is a deeper level of corruption. This had gone on for a longer time so it had a greater effect. It was influencing not just a narrow group of people it was corrupting the whole church.  This is what tolerance of sin in the church always does. The Bible teaches that we cannot tolerate sin in one part of the church and not expect that it will not corrupt the whole. Remember what the Apostle Paul said to the church in Corinth in I Corinthians 5:1-2:
1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that does not occur even among pagans: A man has his father's wife. 2 And you are proud! Shouldn't you rather have been filled with grief and have put out of your fellowship the man who did this? 

Paul continues with Verse 4:

4 When you are assembled in the name of our Lord Jesus and I am with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present, 5 hand this man over to Satan, so that the sinful nature may be destroyed and his spirit saved on the day of the Lord.  6 Your boasting is not good. Don't you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of dough? 7 Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast--as you really are… 9 I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people-- 

The church in Corinth, as we read in the second letter, listened to Paul’s admonition and they addressed this man in the church. 


The church leadership should pursue church discipline with this Jezebel for her own sake and for the sake of the purity of others.  Because they did not have the will to do this, the whole church was being corrupted.

Today, the doctrine of tolerance asks, “Who are you to judge?”  God tells his church that we are responsible to judge sin inside the church!  The church will suffer horribly if we do not!

How could this tolerance of sin happen in this church, in a good church?  It is so healthy in so many areas! There are two answers. They may not be complete, but it is a start.

First, this church lost her sense of the sinfulness of sin.  She had grown accustomed to the face of sin and sin did not seem so ugly any more.  This is the danger of a church that is active in a corrupt world. It is good we are active in the world and that we are ministering to people in the world who are living lives contrary to Jesus Christ.  It is a good that and one that ministry calls us to.  But, we have to be careful that we don’t see their sin as something less evil as a result of being around it.  Sin always brings death! Yes, we make friends with the unredeemed people of the world, but we Christians do not make friends with the world.

James would say in Chapter 4, Verse 4,

You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 

Secondly, the church lost her fear of God.
Psalms 111:10, says,

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom… 

Proverbs 14:27, says,

The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, turning a man from the snares of death. 

Proverbs 16:6, says, 

Through love and faithfulness sin is atoned for; through the fear of the LORD a man avoids evil. 

Today many have a broken view of the fear of the Lord.  They think that if they really feared God then they could not love Him and enjoy, but the exact opposite is true.  We can never love and enjoy God without fearing Him. 
Consider the tale of Kirby Brown, a surfer in Australia, who found a place in the ocean some 9 miles off the coast where waves break forty feet high. The twenty-five year old surfer describes his experience this way, “We sat out there and waited and watched for a long time, and then about an hour before dark the water dropped so we just went for it,” 

 “It was not like any other wave I’ve seen, it was a real evil wave, the hardest wave I’ve ever had to surf. It all happened so quickly though I didn’t even realize what was happening, I just knew it was a big, powerful chuck of ocean, it was just amazing.”

Despite the incredible death-defying ride on what is believed to be one of the biggest waves surfed in Australia this year, Brown said the conditions at the spot, about forty minutes ride by jet ski offshore, were not at all pleasant. “It breaks so far out, right in the middle of the ocean, the deepest water you can get,” he said. “It’s really cold and choppy and rough, and the water is really black out there, it’s very creepy and eerie to be out there.”

Not everything went swimmingly. Brown, who was surfing less than a foot above a rock shelf, was knocked off his board and received an enormous beating as the water crashed down onto him. He said he got pulled so far underwater he feared he would drown, but miraculously paddled away with only torn shoulder muscles. “I went straight over the lip and did a few somersaults, and my arm felt like it got ripped out of the socket,” he said. My leggie [leg rope] snapped and I got pushed super deep, when I opened my eyes under the water and couldn’t see the surface, I was so deep down."

Today, Kirby speaks as one who is going to surf this area again.  Why, because his joy is connected to his sense of awe and fear.  If Kirby were set on a tame part of the beach with two foot waves, he would lose all his love for surfing, because the greatest part of the sport flows from the sensation of being part of something so much bigger than ones self and he needs something to stand in awe of.

So it is with the fear of God.  We become bored with a tame God and cannot love Him, enjoy Him, serve Him, stand in awe of Him or obey Him if we fashion Him in our minds to be docile and harmless.  We must fear Him to love Him and delight in Him.

I believe that is the reason why Jesus began the message to Thyatira the way He did . . . to help her recover a fresh fear of the living Lord.  She had lost a sense of the weightiness of God. Look back at Jesus’ description of Himself so that we too would regain our fear of the living Lord Jesus when He says to them, in Verse 18,
“To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze.”
Jesus describes Himself in three ways. First, He calls Himself “The Son of God.” 
This is the only time in the Bible Jesus calls Himself “The Son of God.” Elsewhere, He calls Himself “The Son of Man” indicating His connection to humanity, His compassion, His loving kindness, and His tenderness with people. But here, to this church which is impure, He says, “I am the Son of God,” emphasizing His deity, His sovereign authority and power, emphasizing His absolute purity and His right to judge.
Second, He spoke of His as being like “Eyes that are like blazing fire!”

His piercing x-ray vision sees everything.  Nothing is hidden from Him, everything is laid bare.  He sees us as we really are!  Every word, every action, every thought, every motive, every intention stands plain before Him, and He sees us as the one who is white hot with purity!

Third, He describes his feet as “burnished bronze.” 
When does a person wear metal shoes?  The only answer is in war when they are wearing a coat of armor, and this is how Jesus appears to this church, “with feet of burnished bronze.”

Jesus wants to give this church a fresh picture so they would not trifle with Him. It is the fear of the Lord that is the beginning of wisdom.  When we trifle with sin, our first question should be, “Do I have a clear picture of God?” “Do I understand who He is?” 

The counsel Jesus gives begins in Verse 21.
“I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling.”
There are three groups of people addressed in this verse. First, He speaks to Jezebel. God, in His infinite mercy, gives us time to repent, but if we don’t turn from our sin and continue to follow our wicked ways, God says, “I am going to deal with her.” Jezebel considered God’s patience with her to be His weakness and what a tragic error that is.

He goes on to speak to the consorts of Jezebel in Verse 22.

“…I will make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely…”

Who is speaking here? This is Jesus? Does Jesus really say that those who commit adultery with her, He is going to make them suffer intensely? That is what He says.

This is the right response of God against sin, particularly sin in the church. Judgment must begin in the house of God.
Then, in Verse 23, He says,

“I will strike her children dead.”  

This refers not only to her physical children but also her spiritual children. Those who have come to adopt her way of thinking, who have been duped by her teaching and her influence, before these children can have spiritual children in the church, He says, “I will kill them.”
Though these three groups, Jezebel, Jezebel’s consorts, and Jezebel’s spiritual children,  are in the church at Thyatira, I believe that they represent “tares” in the church, that is to say, people who have made a profession of faith in Jesus Christ, but do not possess Jesus as Savior.  If they had they would not have given themselves over to sexual sin. There is still opportunity to repent, but if they don’t repent they are revealing by their response to the Living God that they never had any part with Him. The Bible teaches us that those who abide in sin are not born of God.  It is not that true believers do not commit sexual sin. They can and do, but true believers do not abide or remain in their sins.  They repent and they turn.  

Did you know it is possible to be a member of a very good church and still not be saved, delivered from your sins?  Jesus, “You must be born again,” and if we are born again we are released not only from the penalty of sin but, also, of its power.  If we are a people who say, “I like being released from the penalty of my sin, but I don’t want to be released  from the power of sin because I want to continue to follow sin and live in transgression against the Law of God,” we have not yet been delivered from the power of sin if that is our heart attitude.
Can Christians sin and commit sexual immorality? Yes, they can, but their heart is not such to say, “I am unwilling and undesirous to be set free from my sin.”  When we find ourselves in that position, whether it is in an immoral relationship, or it is some other kind of behavior where sexual immorality has grabbed hold of your heart, and we find ourselves saying, “I do not want to be set free from this,” friends, the Gospel of God calls us to be saved. It calls us to be redeemed and only God can set us free. Call upon Him and believe in Jesus.

Jesus says, 

24 “Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and have not learned Satan's so-called deep secrets (I will not impose any other burden on you): 25 Only hold on to what you have until I come.” 

In other words, hold on, stay pure, and be holy.  Do not reach out for the enticing fruit of sensual sin! Statistics in the church today indicate that more and more people are failing to hold on, so how do we hold on? How can a Christian stay pure in such an impure environment?  This question deserves more full attention than what we can give it, but here are four practical thought of how we can hold on and how we can grow in purity.
First, set the heart to fear the Lord; desire to grow in an increasing awe of the Living God. Pursue Him.

Second, we must immerse ourselves in the scriptures each day. There is no greater resource we can have to wage war against sexual sin than the resource of the Word of God. How can we keep ourselves pure but by taking heed of the scriptures in Psalm 119:11.
I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. 

Third, be vigilant over your eyes. Job would say in Chapter 31:1,
“I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a girl.”

What we allow through the eye gate affects our thinking and our heart.

Fourth, flee away not only from the sin, but also the temptation to sin. Flee not just from the sin but from anything that might tempt us to sin. There are people who have tossed the televisions out of their houses. We have to have that kind of seriousness.
Finally, become accountable to other trustworthy believers who are also successfully battling for purity.  Do not fight this sin alone and do not try.

We end with Jesus’ promise in Verses 26 and 28:

26 “To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations…28 I will also give him the morning star.” 

There are two blessings that come to a pure life. First, He says we will rule and reign with Him in the Millennial Kingdom. There is a day when all the hardship that we have fought through in order to remain pure will be expressed in complete blessings.

We will also receive the Morning Star, which is Himself.  If we overcome we will experience the fullness of Jesus as we reign with Him in joyful glory forever and ever.  Amen.

