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The Scroll and the Lamb 

1Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. 2And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, "Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?" 3But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 4I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 5Then one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals." 

6Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits[a] of God sent out into all the earth. 7He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 8And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9And they sang a new song: 
"You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. 10You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth." 

11Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12In a loud voice they sang: 

"Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!" 

13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: 

"To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!" 
14The four living creatures said, "Amen," and the elders fell down and worshiped.

Sometimes we make long trips out of duty and sometimes we take long trips out of delight.  For instance, your employer might ask you to get on a plane and cross the country to meet with some customers. You might not like the place you are going; you might not like the timing of the trip, but you go. What motivates you to pack your bags and get on the plane?  It may be obligation or duty; this is your job and you must go.  In contrast, you may be invited by a dear friend or family member to visit for Christmas.  You cannot be more excited.  You pack bags, get the family in the car and you go.  What motivates you to pack your bags for this trip?  It is something wholly other for it may be for joy and delight – joy in the worth of the people you will see.  

In the Christmas story we see both kinds of trips.  Joseph and Mary made a long trip to Bethlehem at a very inopportune time.  They made it because Caesar Augustus demanded that they make it.  I cannot imagine there was much joy in the packing for this trip, especially with Mary ready to give birth to her first child.  But they went to Bethlehem at that time of their lives because they were obligated by the state to go; a census was being taken and they had a duty to keep. 
In contrast, the wise men made an even longer journey to this same city of Bethlehem, but theirs was a journey of joy.  They were not compelled by obligation to religious or political duty, but  they saw a star and they recognized that there was someone to whom this start was leading them; someone of immeasurable worth. Out of delight in the One that they were traveling to see they packed their bags, made a caravan, and off they went on this incredible journey to see Jesus.  Listen to what Matthew’s Gospel tells us in Chapter 2, Verses 9 through 11: 

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 

What motivates us to come out on a cold day, or any day for that matter, to worship? For some, undoubtedly, it is because someone has taken you. For most of us, I pray that it is for joy, for that is what worship is about.

The wise men recognized the great worth of Jesus and so they gladly left their homes and embarked on a very long journey with one goal in mind: to worship Jesus. They gave their wealth, their honor, and their lives to Him.   In this, the wise men teach us that worship is not motivated by obligation or duty, but by joy in Jesus’ worthiness.  If we are having difficulty with worship, the answer is not to chide ourselves more and to press the Law of God more firmly against our soul to make us take a journey toward Jesus and toward worship.  Rather the answer to our cold heart is in seeing more of His beauty, more of His glory, and more of His brilliance.  If our eyes are opened to Him in His glory and His perfection, we will not need to chide ourselves toward him.  We will naturally move toward Him in adoration.

This is true of worshippers that we meet on that first Christmas at the beginning of Jesus’ entrance into the world as a man, and it is true of the worshippers that we meet at the end of the age when Jesus has ascended into glory and is ready to return in power.  The scene of our text in Revelation 5 is a worship service set in Heaven.  The main idea presented in this chapter is that God’s worthiness prompts our worship.  Our pursuit then is to discover the loveliness and worthiness of Jesus Christ.  Today we are incited to worship as we discover from our text five reasons why Jesus is WORTHY of worship; of submitting all of our lives to Him.

The five reasons that Jesus is worthy of our worship are, and we have discussed the first three reasons in Part 1 of the study of this chapter:

First, Jesus possesses sovereign authority.
Second, Jesus gave Himself as a sacrifice for our sin. 

Third, Jesus holds the title deed to the world; He holds the scroll in His hand. 

Fourth, Jesus redeems people from every place and time. 

Fifth, Jesus grants the redeemed the privilege of reigning with Him. 

By way of review let us read Verses 5-7,
5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep!”

John is speaking, and remember the elders represent the redeemed of God. The living creatures represent the angels. John is crying because he sees the scroll that is written on the inside and the outside and is completely filled. It is a scroll that is sealed with seven seals. John longs for someone who is worthy of opening it, but he doesn’t find anyone. This scroll represents the title deed to the entire world and it will be unfolded as the seals are broken as the culmination of God’s plan for human history. An elder comes and tells John not to weep because John is to behold:
5b “See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.”
The elder is communicating that there is someone who is worthy of opening the scrolls that is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah. John turns to look at the “lion” the elder is referencing and instead of seeing a lion, it says in Verse 6,

6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 

The elder describes Jesus as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah to the apostle John.  This is a figure of strength, courage, triumph and ferociousness in the face of an adversary. This is who our Lord Jesus is – He is a lion.  Then John turns and he does not see a Lion, but he sees Jesus as Lamb who had been slain! The marks of death were still upon Him. The Lion of Judah, the Bible declares, is the Lamb of Calvary.  Jesus while strong is also sweet, while ferocious is also friendly, while courageous is also comforting, while mighty is also meek,  and while terrifying is also tender.

We read in Verse 8:

And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 

When they see Jesus and they see Him clearly, their natural response is worship. That is the natural response of those who clearly see Jesus’ and the only reason why anyone would not submit their lives to Jesus Christ is because they are spiritually blind. They cannot see the glory of Jesus Christ. If you have not committed your life to the Lordship of Jesus the answer to the great problem in your life is that you would see Jesus for whom He really is, for if you do you will respond to faith in Him. Everyone who sees Him clearly does. We all have a great problem – we simply cannot see Jesus because we try to. The spiritual eyes of our heart have been darkened and if we are to see Jesus it will be because of the work of God’s sovereign in our soul to open our eyes to see His glory and then to respond to Him. If we desire to be a worshipper and have a desire to enter into the glory of God, He invites you to call upon Him and ask Him, “Lord, will you open up my eyes so that I might see? Will you help me to understand who Jesus is?” God will be gracious to you.

The fourth reason why Jesus is worthy of our worship is because Jesus redeems people from every place and every time and every culture and every nation. This is described in Verse 9:

9 And they sang a new song: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, 

and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.” 

Jesus is worthy to take the scroll, the title deed to the world, and break the seals that would commence the final outworking of God’s design for mankind. 

The angels and the redeemed now join together to sing this new song of worship.   How satisfying to sing songs of worship to the One who is worthy of them! 

There are three observations we make from this new song.
First, God reveals that His ultimate purpose in His work of redemption is His own glory; why He sent His Son into the world to be born of a virgin, to have His Son live a sinless life and then die upon the cross and on the third day be raise in glory.  

The chief purpose of God in sending His Son was to create a people who would enjoy Him and worship Him forever and ever.  Jesus is given praise and glory by the redeemed and by the angels as a fulfillment of the purpose of God in redemption. What we read in Revelation 5 is a fulfillment of the purpose of God in sending His Son into this world. The text tells us, “Purchased men for God.”

Other texts also reveal this is ultimate purpose His redemptive plan. Romans Chapter 11 is a great explanation of the redemptive plan of God. It says in Verse 36,

36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen. 

The very purpose for which all this is happening is moving to Him and His glory. In other texts, especially Colossians 1:16, speaking of Jesus:

For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 

Another passage that reveals the purpose of God and His redemption of mankind is Ephesians 1:11-12:

11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 

God’s ultimate motivation for creation and the Christmas story is the pursuit of worship of His own glory.

There will be those who will protest: “Wait a minute!  I thought God was motivated by His love for us!  You are making Him to be selfish and vain!”  

First, I affirm that God does love us deeply.  Truly, we could say that God was motivated by love for man in the sending of His Son to be our Savior.  That is what John 3:16 affirms:

For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that whosoever would believe in Him would not perish but have everlasting life.

But, as we recognize God’s great love for us, let us know that His love for us is not expressed by Him making much of us. God’s love for us is expressed by Him making much of Himself. We would be ruined and corrupted if God purposed to chiefly focus on our own well-being and to point our attention to our own self-importance and value. We see what happens to children who live in homes where this is the goal of the parents; we call them “spoiled.” We need something greater than ourselves to occupy our focus.  

The most loving act God can do for us is to open our eyes to enjoy His majesty and beauty, only then can we discover true life. God’s pursuit of His own glory is the most loving act that He can accomplish for us.  What if God did not pursue His own glory?  What if He pursued your glory or mine?  Would you be content with an eternity in which the greatest thrill of your day was looking in the mirror at yourself? Is it not true that the happiest moments in our lives are the moments when we have forgotten about ourselves and experienced something much bigger than ourselves.  
When I stood on the edge of the Grand Canyon, I was not looking for a mirror.  When I gazed at the sunset over the Pacific Ocean on the Oregon coast, I did not think, “Boy, I wish I could see myself right now.”  When I looked into the eyes of my bride 21 years ago, I was not thinking how good I looked.  Our happiest moments occur when we are so taken up with the beauty of something outside of us that we forget ourselves.  Heaven is filled with the God’s splendor.  I am glad that He pursues His own glory for our joy depends upon it.  Every creature who knows Him rejoices that He makes much of Himself.

The night before Jesus went to the cross He prayed, as recorded in John 17:5: 

“And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.” 

The cross was the means by which the Father would glorify the Son. Here in Rev 5, the redeemed of mankind and the angels worship Jesus because He was slain. The cross and the glory of Jesus are glued together. This was the plan of God from before the beginning of time.

Friends, God’s plan to send His Son into the earth was no afterthought, but was part of the triune God’s design before the foundation of the world. This plan was in the mind of God as long as God existed which is in eternity past.  There never was time that God did not have this time in human history in view when He would send His Son to be born of a virgin and die on the cross for your sins and for mine. The Bible teaches us this in II Timothy 1:9:

…who has saved us and called us to a holy life--not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time…
This was given to us before God spoke the worlds into being, before Satan’s rebellion, before Adam and Eve were created, before the first sin was committed, before you were conceived in our mother’s womb. God had a plan to redeem some from every nation and people.  God created the world with Christmas in mind and with Good Friday and Easter in mind.  

There was a script that Jesus was following when He entered into this world. Like every good story that script had a beginning, a middle and an end. The angels knew this and they rejoiced to see the day of the Savior’s arrival. They knew that the time had finally come for God to work out His sovereign grace in this broken world. They could not help but break out in joyful praise. We hear that glorious praise in Luke’s account, Chapter 2, Verse 9,

9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." 

Like a cheer at a championship game when the final shot of the half swishes through the net, the angels rejoiced that God’s plan was now in full gear! The angels understood that God’s peace was not a reward for doing good deeds, but was a gracious gift of God’s sovereign favor. They knew that God’s ultimate end to this story was the glory of His Son and of Himself, and they were going to be part of the wonderful purpose.  

The second observation we make is that God reveals that His design in the death of Christ was to purchase some from every tribe, tongue and nation to serve and worship Him.  Remember when John is given this vision, Christianity is fairly new. Internal challenges with false teachers and sin have threatened the church, and there are external challenges with persecution and hardship.  The question in John’s mind has to be, “Will the church survive?” God’s answer to John is: “Yes, it will survive and it will thrive!” God pursues diversity for heaven and He is successful. God intentionally aimed at having a people for Himself who represent every ethnicity and culture. What God aims at, God accomplishes.  God is a marksman who never misses. God aimed to have for Himself a people for Himself from every ethnicity and every culture.
Sin knows no language barriers. It respects no borders. Every race and every culture needs to be reconciled to God; healed from the international disease of sin.  From the beginning God’s purposed to deliver all peoples through sending Jesus into this world so that they will be redeemed and as a result of that offer praise and worship Him.

God’s design for diverse worship of His Son is expressed from the beginning of Jesus’ earthly life. God took pains to see that people from other nations and peoples would worship Jesus even as a baby!  He sent a star to be seen in the East to draw the wise men. Furthermore, the message of the angel to the shepherds was international in scope.  The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.”
Luke records, in Chapter 2:28-32,

28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. 30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”
We sing this modern-day carol:
Joy to the world the Lord is come. Let earth receive her king. 
Let every heart prepare Him room and heaven and nature sing.


He rules the word with truth and grace And makes the nations prove


The glories of His righteousness and the wonders of His love.

The cost required from God to achieve this racial diversity was infinite. In a display of amazing grace, God sent His son to die so that some from every tribe, tongue, people and language might be redeemed.  Jesus died to ransom subjects and worshippers from all races and languages for His own kingdom.  The infinite cost of God to bring about this effect reveals to us the cost that we will also have to pay as we pursue this goal as well, because isn’t it true that whatever the goal is of God should be our goal as well? 

Jesus does not belong to one culture or ethnic group and He doesn’t was us to communicate to the world that this is so in any way. He is the One who is worthy to hold the scroll, the title deed to the whole world. 

Note the purpose of God in this racial unity was not just so that we could appreciate each others culture, food, and customs. God’s purpose in racial unity was not just so that the world would be a more peaceful place.  God’s goal in racial unity was not just so that the injustice of racism and prejudice would be quelled.  Why is racial diversity and harmony so important to God?  So that He would receive greater glory and honor.  The peoples, tribes, tongues and nations are pictured in Revelation 4 as gathered together around the throne of God and worshipping Him and one people. This is exactly as God designed His plan.  He purposed that the death of Christ would unite races in joyful worship of the Son and of the Father forever. In this way, His glory would be magnified. This is true of the worship of heaven AND it is true of Christian worship on earth today.  

Which leads us to our third observation: it is foolishness to understand that racial diversity and unity in worship is the purpose of God in history and yet not care that this unity of the races in worship of Jesus would be realized in some great measure today in our church. The desire for racially diverse worship within our congregation is driven by the desire for Jesus’ glory to be acknowledged by the world around us.

Man’s efforts cannot bring about racial and cultural unity. We are foolish to think that we can make this happen.  The heart of man is selfish and deceitful and so it is racist in its fallen state.  This problem only finds an answer only in Christ, but it does find an answer if Jesus Christ.  This is the Gospel truth.  This makes it all the more tragic when the church who is the pillar and support of the truth does not reflect that truth in her practice.  

Every Christian has a gospel-mandate to care that the church exhibits a passionate pursuit of God’s priorities. One of those priorities we learn from Revelation 5 is the unity of the races in our worship. I do not believe that we at Bethany have done enough in honor to God in this direction. We are doing some things, but there is much more for us to accomplish for God’s glory. I know that many of you are pursuing personal friendships with those outside your culture and race, but we can do more.  We as a church have intentionally pursued partnerships in missions with nationals life the Cortez’, the Perez’ and the Timchenkos. We must do more.  We have begun an English as a Second Language class on Wednesday nights.  We can do more.  We are building relationships with the Garfield school to reach inner city children.  We can do more.  We have formed a team called Mosaic to help those who are from other cultures or countries to feel welcomed and to enter into the family life of Bethany.  We must do more.  We are seeing families adopt children from other races and countries.  We as a church support these adoptions in many ways.  But, we can do more.

Would you pray with me that God would give us a greater burden to realize this Christ-exalting goal more in our congregation; that each of us would work to make this goal a reality today?  May God awaken a desire within us for racially diverse worship so that we might display the surpassing value of Jesus to our world. 

Here are two challenges: First, be especially conscious of welcoming and befriending people into the Bethany family who are different from you. A person from a different country or a race different from the majority often finds it difficult to break in to the fellowship of the church. Let us work to remove those natural obstacles. A word to those of you who are part of Bethany and are from another nation or race: you are beautiful gifts of God to us. We cannot glorify God in the way He deserves without you.

Second, within the next five years, commit yourselves to participate in a short-term mission’s trip.  If God gives you health to go, then do not delay in making plans.  Such trips may benefit the people to whom we go, but they are especially designed to benefit us. They help us to grow a heart that is eager for Jesus to be worshipped by every nation, people and language.  

Reason #5: Jesus grants the redeemed the privilege of reigning with Him. Look at what John writes in Verse 10 as the angels sang:
“You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” 

This is absolutely fantastic. God in His grace not only rescues us from a place of eternal torment, but redeems us in such a way that we share in Jesus’ rule and reign.  We not only are relieved of final judgment, but we receive an ordination into the priesthood of God!  We are transformed from slaves of sin into kings reigning in Christ’s kingdom.  This is our current joy and our certain future. God not only forgives us, but He works an inward change so that we become qualified for this lofty position.  

The redeemed in heaven never sing of their own greatness, “We are priests and kings so look at us!”  No, they sang of the greatness of the Lamb. If you ask them how they have become priests, they will say, “The Lamb . . . the Lamb has made us what we are.”  Jesus accomplished this qualification for us by His work upon the cross; by the shedding of His own blood on our behalf.  We have no glory except that which we received as a gift from Jesus’ hands.  We know that and for all eternity we will confess it in praise.

There are two great blessings that Jesus gives to His people: The first is the blessing of the priesthood. As a Christian, do you think of yourself as a priest?  You are one and this is what gives you the right to approach God in close personal fellowship and intimacy. By the blood of Jesus, you are given the right of entering into His presence. We can relate personally and directly with God each day because He has made us priests. Also, you are given the authority to minister to others on behalf of Jesus, to pray for others, to encourage and exhort others with the truth of God’s word, and to point others to the sacrifice which Jesus made for them so that their sins can be forgiven. God intends for us to use the blessing of our priesthood here in this life as well as in eternity.  

The second great blessing Jesus gives is the blessing of kingship. Certainly we do not fully realize our kingship with Him right now. The text tells us that our reign is future when Christ returns to set up His millennial kingdom on the earth. In that day, our delights, our joys, our honors will outstrip those of any earthly royalty in the history of mankind. Such is the complete redemption of God.  

While our reign with Christ is in the future; at the day of His coming, we should exercise our kingly rule in some measure right now. How can we do that? We exercise our reign here by ruling over sin in our personal lives. Sin is a usurper who does not have the right to reign in our lives. We are kings and sin has no right to rule over us and make us its’ slaves.  

John writes, in conclusion, in Verses 11 through 14:

11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they sang: 

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 

and honor and glory and praise!” 
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing:
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, 
for ever and ever!” 

14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

Do you find your heart saying, “Amen!”  Do you rejoice in the worthiness of Jesus to receive worship?

Are you a worshipper?  Call upon Jesus. He is the Savior sent by God to offer you hope, life and forgiveness.

Amen.
