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The Trumpets
1The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth. The star was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss. 2When he opened the Abyss, smoke rose from it like the smoke from a gigantic furnace. The sun and sky were darkened by the smoke from the Abyss. 3And out of the smoke locusts came down upon the earth and were given power like that of scorpions of the earth. 4They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any plant or tree, but only those people who did not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 5They were not given power to kill them, but only to torture them for five months. And the agony they suffered was like that of the sting of a scorpion when it strikes a man. 6During those days men will seek death, but will not find it; they will long to die, but death will elude them. 

7The locusts looked like horses prepared for battle. On their heads they wore something like crowns of gold, and their faces resembled human faces. 8Their hair was like women's hair, and their teeth were like lions' teeth. 9They had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the sound of their wings was like the thundering of many horses and chariots rushing into battle. 10They had tails and stings like scorpions, and in their tails they had power to torment people for five months. 11They had as king over them the angel of the Abyss, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek, Apollyon. 

12The first woe is past; two other woes are yet to come. 

13The sixth angel sounded his trumpet, and I heard a voice coming from the horns of the golden altar that is before God. 14It said to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, "Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates." 15And the four angels who had been kept ready for this very hour and day and month and year were released to kill a third of mankind. 16The number of the mounted troops was two hundred million. I heard their number. 

17The horses and riders I saw in my vision looked like this: Their breastplates were fiery red, dark blue, and yellow as sulfur. The heads of the horses resembled the heads of lions, and out of their mouths came fire, smoke and sulfur. 18A third of mankind was killed by the three plagues of fire, smoke and sulfur that came out of their mouths. 19The power of the horses was in their mouths and in their tails; for their tails were like snakes, having heads with which they inflict injury. 

20The rest of mankind that were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of the work of their hands; they did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone and wood—idols that cannot see or hear or walk. 21Nor did they repent of their murders, their magic arts, their sexual immorality or their thefts.

A number of years ago, Parade Magazine interviewed a number of female teenagers who were attending a boarding school in Connecticut.  Parade asked the following questions:  Do you believe in God?  Is religion part of your daily life?  Does it influence the decisions you make?  And, do you pray? 

The answers several of these young teens reveal the spiritual direction of a postmodern generation.  They hopefully will awaken our church to the challenge before us to proclaim Jesus boldly and clearly to the world around us.  

Sixteen year old Christy answered, “I always used to feel jealous of my friends who had religion as a part of their lives because I felt like that was an aspect of my life that was missing.  We used to go to church at Christmas and Easter, but even that stopped when I got older, and I felt that somehow I wasn’t complete because I didn’t have a spiritual identity.  But now I know that I can invent my own. It may be different from what my mother or my father might have imposed on me.  I find this very freeing.”

Seventeen year old Lisa replied, “I pray a lot but I’m not really sure who I’m praying to.  I don’t necessarily believe in God right now.  I’m more devoted to Judaism as a whole. . . Judaism promotes the making of my own values” The interviewer asked Lisa, “Are you saying that you don’t believe in God?  “I’m still very much confused.  I do pray and I guess I’m praying to God yet I don’t really know what God is.”

And Andrianna said, “Sometimes I think I do believe in God, but not in how the church defines God as being.  For instance, why would God instill fear in people about being damned if they do certain things wrong?  This really bothers me.”  Serita then adds, “Like if you’re gay, people say God said you’re going to go to hell.  How do they know?  Or know that God didn’t change His mind over time?  And why would God want to instill fear in people?”  

Christy closes the interview with the comment, “I think that it is good for people to believe in some power higher than themselves.  I do---although I might not be sure what yet. I think that faith is good.”

This article was encouraging on one front:   We clearly find a spiritual yearning in these youth that creates an open door for the Gospel and we can’t necessarily believe that these teenagers are the exception of the generation that is growing into maturity. We can definitely see a spiritual yearning in the comments because we know God places it there. These teenage girls are confused and living in spiritual darkness and they need the Light of the Gospel shed into their hearts. What an opportunity for Christians to proclaim Jesus in His glory!  We have a great opportunity because we are living in a world that more and more does not have any understanding what-so-ever of the person of Jesus or of His work upon the cross. 

This article of course is discouraging on a number of other fronts. These young women communicate a number of God-denying beliefs: the belief that we can fashion our own God to suit our sensibilities; the belief that faith is valuable in itself apart from its object; the belief that God has no business dictating to man His standards of righteous living; and the belief that whatever God is, He is not a Judge who treats sin seriously.

In one sense we should not be surprised that these beliefs are present and even common in our world today.  The Bible tells us that this is the way man will think and behave in the last days. Listen to what Paul says in his letter to Timothy in both of his letters. First we read I Timothy 4:1:
The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 

Then Paul writes in II Timothy 3:

1 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God-- 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them. 

Oh, how we need the instruction of Revelation today to keep us clear on the matters that these young ladies were so confused! In view of this, we open our Bible’s today to Revelation 9. This chapter is strange and mysterious to be sure, but its message is very clear: God is real. He will not tolerate sin forever. His judgment of sin is severe. God offers mercy in the midst of judgment, but man’s often hardens his heart against God’s grace because he does not want to acknowledge God as God or obey Him.  The theme of this chapter is summed up in the last two verses, Verses 20 and 21:

20 The rest of mankind that were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of the work of their hands; they did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone and wood--idols that cannot see or hear or walk. 21 Nor did they repent of their murders, their magic arts, their sexual immorality or their thefts. 

Let us start at the beginning of this chapter and look at the fifth and sixth trumpets that are sounded. When the fifth trumpet is sounded, in Verses 1 through 12, the bottomless pit is opened, and when the sixth trumpet is sounded, in Verses 12 through21, the four angels are released and death comes upon a third of those living at that time.
Remember the context:  We are in the Tribulation period. The church has been raptured and rescued from the wrath of the Lamb, and the Tribulation is the time in which God ends the rule of Satan and the dominion of man and He judges this world for its rebellion against Him. It is a time called by Revelation, “the wrath of the Lamb.”  This day began in Chapter 6 with the opening of the seven seals on the scroll in Jesus hand.  Jesus is pictured in absolute control of every event.  When we see the seventh seal broken, we find seven trumpets introduced.  
Revelation 8 teaches us about what happens at the blowing of the first four trumpets. We saw with the first trumpet that a third of all green vegetation on the earth is burned up. When the second trumpet sounded a third of the sea turns to blood and a third of the animals living in the sea and a third of the ships in the sea are destroyed. At the sound of the third trumpet a third of the fresh water is turned bitter and undrinkable, and many people die when they do drink it out of thirst because it is poison. The fourth trumpet sounds and a third of the sun, moon and stars are darkened in a cosmic upheaval.  Each of these events is ordered by God as part of His righteous response against man’s sin and rebellion. Chapter 8 ends this way:

13 As I watched, I heard an eagle that was flying in midair call out in a loud voice: "Woe! Woe! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the trumpet blasts about to be sounded by the other three angels!" 

The term “Woe” speaks of judgment, sentencing, curse, damnation.  This sentence of judgment falls on the “inhabitants of the earth.” This is not a reference to those living on the earth. It refers to a “kind” of person; those who love this present world, who lives for this life only, those who consider this world and all in it as the only really important part of life, and those who live for this temporal world and the things in it.  They live for the moment, for themselves.  This is a term God uses to describe unbelievers; people who do not believe in His Son, Jesus.  

God warns the world of the judgment yet future by way of this eagle. Why does He warn them? It is for the same reason that God gives over 600 warning in the Bible about Hell. It is amazing that many people say they believe in the Bible but they don’t believe in Hell. Does He do this just to scare people?  No, but He does it in mercy so that mankind will be warned and turn from sin and to the Savior.  Ezekiel 33:11 tells us that “God has no pleasure in the death of the wicked.”  He desires that everyone would repent and be rescued from His judgment.

The edge of God’s judgment is sharp.  The speed of God’s judgment is slow.  The suddenness of God’s judgment is blindingly quick.  The truth of God’s judgment is absolutely certain. God does not wish to surprise anyone with His judgment.  He announces it so clearly and so far in advance so no one would be caught off guard and no on would be surprised. Such is the kindness of God.
How wonderful it is to know that He has made a way for us to escape through the death of His Son, Jesus; that anyone who would come to Jesus would have their sins forgiven and never, ever fear of being condemned by the judgment of God. 

When we look at the fifth trumpet and the bottomless pit is opened, in Verse 1:
The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth. The star was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss. 

The fifth angel sounds his trumpet and the first object that John sees is a “star” that had fallen from the sky to the earth.  We have seen a star fall from the sky before in Revelation 8:10 and it is it to be a literal star that brings a physical calamity upon the earth, but what about this star?  The text indicates that this is not a literal star, but a person who was given a key to the Abyss indicating he is an intelligent being who will use the key of authority to open the bottomless pit.

Furthermore, Verse 2 tells us,

When he opened the Abyss, smoke rose from it like the smoke from a gigantic furnace. The sun and sky were darkened by the smoke from the Abyss. 

Who is this person describes as a star that had fallen from Heaven? I believe this star is Satan. Why do I believe that? Because this is the way the Bible talks about Satan falling from heaven when he rebelled against God. 

Consider the following texts that further describe what John is seeing. First, Isaiah 14:12-15:

12 How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! 

You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations! 

13 You said in your heart, “I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne 

above the stars of God; 

I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain.  

14 I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.”
15 But you are brought down to the grave, to the depths of the pit. 

Then we read in Luke 10:18, as he records what Jesus said:

He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” 

The “abyss” is not “hell” as we normally think about hell. Hell will be revealed as the “lake of fire” in Revelation 20. The abyss is a preliminary place of punishment for certain demons. It is a dreaded demonic prison and a place where demons are sent who act in particularly vile ways against God. Jesus gives us a bit of insight into this place in Luke 8 when he delivers the demoniac. Jesus speaks to the demons inside of this man.

30 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”  “Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 31 
And they begged him repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss. 32 A large herd of pigs was feeding 
there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them go into them, and he gave them permission. 

Some demons are permitted to inhabit our sphere of existence, but some are punished and sent to this pit. What kinds of demons get assigned to the abyss?  They are the worst kinds of demons.
Jude also gives us insight into this in Verse 6:

And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own home--these He has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day. 

We do not have time to develop the Bible’s teaching on demons fully, but some demons had the audacity to try to step over the bounds which God set for them and God deals with them harshly. These are the demons released in Revelation 9. Here, this entire force of the most wicked of demons is let out to torment mankind.  
Satan is a real being who resists the will of God since the time shortly after creation all the way to the end of human history in Revelation, but we know that God is sovereign over Satan in every way. Satan has no authority except what God gives him, and God gives Satan authority only for the purpose of using Satan’s evil nature to accomplish the will of the Lord. Ironically though, Satan is given the key to the abyss for a short time at the end of the Tribulation. But, as we will read later in Revelation, at the end of this Tribulation Period when Jesus returns in bodily form and establishes His Kingdom on the earth, God will bind Satan and throw him into the abyss, the abyss that Satan used to have a key to, and where he will be confined for 1000 years through the period of Jesus’ reign on the earth which is called the Millennial Kingdom.

Listen to John describe what he sees when these demons are released from the abyss in Revelation 9:3:
And out of the smoke locusts came down upon the earth and were given power like that of scorpions of the earth. 

We see ugly, billowing dark smoke polluting the air. The sky is darkened by their arrival and they come bursting out of this pit like a swarm of locusts to pollute the whole earth with their presence.  One commentator writes, “Picture what the world would be like if we were to open the doors of all the penitentiaries of earth and set free the worlds most vicious and violent criminals, giving them full reign to do whatever they want to do without any punishment by the law. Something worse than that lies in store for the world.” This is a huge understatement because as wicked as evil people are and as much evil as they would like to do if they were given free reign to do it, they are not anything compared to the wickedness and the power of these creatures living in the abyss!!

We look at Verse 4:

4 They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any plant or tree, but only those people who did not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 5 They were not given power to kill them, but only to torture them for five months. And the agony they suffered was like that of the sting of a scorpion when it strikes a man. 6 During those days men will seek death, but will not find it; they will long to die, but death will elude them. 

These demons are limited by God not to touch any follower of Jesus Christ at this time. “They were not given the power to kill them.” They wanted to; Satan’s nature is that he is a murderer. Notice how much authority God is exercising even when everything seems to be in chaos. They are told not to harm, and they are not given the power to kill. They are only given the freedom to torture them for five months, and this five months happens to be the life cycle of a scorpion.

Thank God that we have nothing to fear for that day, God is sovereign and He protects His own. He protected His church first at the Rapture and then those who believe in His Son, also, will enjoy the precious protection of God. What God wants us to see in this picture is that He is absolutely, sovereignly controlling. He is loosing none of His rule in spite of demonic hosts desire and bent to rebel against Him; that He has everything in order according to a design and a plan that He is working out. Isn’t it wonderful to know that greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world! We need never to live in terror of the devil is God has adopted us into His family. We never need to fear Him. We respect His power and we do not think that we can take Him on by ourselves, so we are not brash, but when we lean upon the Lord Jesus then we have absolute confidence that God is able to keep us.

Martin Luther would say, “Even the devil is God’s devil.” We have no need to live in terror of the devil if God has adopted us into His family.
God gives them permission to torment like scorpions. I have never been stung by a scorpion.  One writer says that a certain scorpion’s sting is perhaps the most agonizing that any animal can inflict on the human body. It sends a fire of pain raging through the blood stream. This is the comparison God uses to help us understand the kind of suffering these demons will bring upon mankind; so much so that men will seek to die in those five months, but God will not allow it and death eludes them. These are unbelievers and they have nothing to live for once their physical comfort is taken from them.  
What a contrast for the Christian who suffers in this world.  Paul from a dark prison cell would write, “For me to live is Christ and to die is gain!”  If God calls me to live with great suffering in this world, I will live with an eternal purpose, namely the glory of Christ, and if God calls me to Himself, I know that I gain eternal glory by His grace.  We must battle against unbelief to keep Paul’s response in the face of suffering!  By God’s grace we can and we will.
The deception for these people in torment is that death will bring them some relief.  But it will not and we read about that in Verses 7 through 12:  
7 The locusts looked like horses prepared for battle. On their heads they wore something like crowns of gold, and their faces resembled human faces. 8 Their hair was like women's hair, and their teeth were like lions' teeth. 9 They had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the sound of their wings was like the thundering of many horses and chariots rushing into battle. 10 They had tails and stings like scorpions, and in their tails they had power to torment people for five months. 11 They had as king over them the angel of the Abyss, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek, Apollyon.
12 The first woe is past; two other woes are yet to come. 

“Abaddon” and “Apollyon,” in Greek, mean destroyer and we know Satan is a destroyer by nature. Satan is not the permanent king of Hell, but for a time, he is given authority to rule this empire of demons that come out of the pit.  This demonic realm is real, populated by a multitude of beings, intelligent, organized, aggressive, and malicious. 
Here are a few principles about God’s relationship to Satan before we move on to the sixth trumpet:

First, let us understand and remember that Satan is under God’s authority.  He cannot act without God’s permission. God is exceedingly powerful by human standards so we do not trifle with him, but God is infinitely more powerful than the devil.

Secondly, God uses the demonic world as instruments to accomplish His will and His glory. That is often times mysterious to us, but in the end we will see how He brought His greater glory and our joy through it.
Third, Satan’s main mark is destruction. If you follow the trail of destruction in this world you will see Satan’s footprints. Anytime you see destruction and death in marriages, in the church, in workplace, in the media, in world politics, you can be sure that Satan is active in it in some way.  This is not to say all evil originates with him, much can come from the human heart.

This is why Paul would say to us in Ephesians 6:

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 

Next, the sixth trumpet sounds and the four angels are released:

13 The sixth angel sounded his trumpet, and I heard a voice coming from the horns of the golden altar that is before God. 14 It said to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, "Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates."  
These must be unholy angels because they have to be bound, but holy angels do not need to be bound or restrained from doing something. Holy angels always want to do the will of God. If these unholy angels are not restrained they will do something that God does not desire. 
Continuing with Verse 15:

15 And the four angels who had been kept ready for this very hour and day and month and year were released to kill a third of mankind. 
First, God has a timetable that He keeps. We may ask, “Lord, when is Jesus going to come?” as we look at our calendars and watches. God has a very specific timetable and calendar, and the second coming is planned out down to the micro-second. That is what He is communicating when He says, “…this very hour and day and month and year…”

The four angels were released and what did they do?  They killed a third of mankind. Through the previous judgments a fourth of the world had been killed. Now, a third of that which is left is killed; that within three and one-half and five years of time one-half of the world’s population is gone. 
Revelation 9 goes on to say:

16 The number of the mounted troops was two hundred million. I heard their number. 
17 The horses and riders I saw in my vision looked like this: Their breastplates were fiery red, dark blue, and yellow as sulfur. The heads of the horses resembled the heads of lions, and out of their mouths came fire, smoke and sulfur. 18 A third of mankind was killed by the three plagues of fire, smoke and sulfur that came out of their mouths. 19 The power of the horses was in their mouths and in their tails; for their tails were like snakes, having heads with which they inflict injury. 

We can believe that these are demonic troops. They are not real armies. 

As remarkable as the first 19 verses have been, the next two are most shocking.
If you were an unbeliever at this point, what would you do? Think about what you have experienced over the last five years of time: you have witnessed wars and plagues and natural disasters such as the world has never known up to that point. One quarter of the world’s population just a few years ago was wiped out due to wars and plagues and natural disasters. You have also witnessed one-third of the plant life being burned up in a cataclysmic event. You witness one event that destroyed one-third of the ships that were on the ocean at the time and that destroyed one-third of the animals that were living in the ocean at the time. You have also witnessed one-third of the sun, moon, and stars being blotted out. That is really scary. You are now thinking that “the end of the world is here.” We have heard the dooms-dayers of history and we still hear them today, but now is when it is really happening. You have seen and experienced five months of the most intense pain. You have tried to kill yourself and you can’t kill yourself. And at the end of five months, a demonic host is set free that is absolutely unbelievable in the terror that they bring upon the earth. Another one-third of your neighborhood and the people in your workplace die as a result of the sounding of the sixth trumpet. 

All the while, there are 144,000 Jewish witnesses have been relentlessly proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  What would you do? Do you listen to them or do you do what John writes in Verse 20 and 21:
20 The rest of mankind that were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of the work of their hands; they did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone and wood--idols that cannot see or hear or walk. 21 Nor did they repent of their murders, their magic arts, their sexual immorality or their thefts. 

Implied in these verses is that God is offering the people an opportunity to repent and be saved.  In God’s wrath, He remembers mercy, and yet the heart of man is deceitful above all else and is desperately wicked.  Who can know it?  Many do come to faith in Jesus, but most do not during this time. How hard is the human heart in resisting God’s free offer of mercy and grace? Here is an astounding picture of the hardness of man’s heart in rebellion against God.

Observe something very important: what does God say that they did not do that kept them from being delivered from judgment? They did not repent. And what did they not repent from? They did not repent of their sins and there are five specific sins that are listed: idolatry, murders, thefts, sorceries, and sexual immorality.  
God never has us repent of sin in general without keeping specific sins in clear view. Somehow really smart theologians miss this very clear truth, so let us be sure that we do not miss it.  Repentance from sin is God’s fundamental condition for receiving His grace; people who do not repent, perish. The people in Revelation 9 remained under the judgment of God and under the wrath of the Lamb because they “still did not repent of the works of their hands.”  This is always the reason why men and women remain under the judgment of God. Ezekiel wrote in18:32 
For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent and live! 

Matthew said in 4:17:

From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
Jesus said in Luke 13:3:

“I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” 

Peter said in Acts 3:19:

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 

Paul remarked in Acts 17:30:

In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent.

There are not two categories of the redeemed: one group that believes and repents and one group that only believes, but has not yet repented. No, repentance and faith are like two sides of the same coin: one always goes with the other.

Repentance is a commitment of the heart to leave our sin behind and to follow Jesus as Savior and as Lord. We cannot serve two masters. We must choose between sin and Christ. We either believe that sin will give us the greatest joy and blessing in this life, or we believe that Jesus Christ will give us the greatest joy and blessing in this life. We cannot do both. It is not enough to pray a prayer in Sunday School because you wish to avoid God’s judgment.  No, we must repent of our sin and believe in Jesus as Savior and Lord!

Why don’t people repent of their sin? It is not because of intellectual barriers or because of emotional barriers or because the message is unclear. Jesus tells us why in John 3:

19 “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.”
In conclusion we must, first, proclaim the Gospel. This is the future that the world is headed towards, and as bad as it was then, it is nothing compared to hell itself. We must tell the world of the hope found in Christ. And second, we must repent and believe in Jesus. The writer of Hebrews said in Chapter 2:

3 ….how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. 

15 As has just been said: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion.” (Psalm 95:7, 8) 

Do you remember Andrianna and Serita?  Andrianna said, “Sometimes I think I do believe in God, but not in how the church defines God as being. For instance, why would God instill fear in people about being damned if they do certain things wrong? This really bothers me.”  Serita then adds, “Like if you’re gay, people say God said you’re going to go to hell. How do they know? Or know that God didn’t change His mind over time?  And why would God want to instill fear in people?”  

Why would God want to instill fear?  He doesn’t do it for fears sake.  These folks in Revelation 9 were very, very afraid. This was not God’s desire, merely to make them afraid.  The desire is that, when we recognize the horror of being left in our sins, we will then see the mercy of God in Christ and turn from our sin and believe. God has made his righteous judgment so clear to us. Why did He do that? He did it so that we might consider His kindness and His mercy and then repent and believe. 

All five sins mentioned are enslaving and they are ones that enslave the souls of men and women yet today. But let us think of this first one before we leave: idolatry. It is the fountainhead of the other four. It is the place from which all other sin is conceived.  

Idolatry is the acknowledging of other gods as god. The opposite of idolatry is fidelity to the one, true and living God. The Bible teaches us that God is a jealous God and He will not share His glory with another. God considers idolatry to be an attempt to rob Him of that which is most precious to Him . . . namely His glory.  

