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The Angel and the Little Scroll 

1Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven. He was robed in a cloud, with a rainbow above his head; his face was like the sun, and his legs were like fiery pillars. 2He was holding a little scroll, which lay open in his hand. He planted his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 3and he gave a loud shout like the roar of a lion. When he shouted, the voices of the seven thunders spoke. 4And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven say, "Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not write it down." 

5Then the angel I had seen standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven. 6And he swore by him who lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens and all that is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it, and said, "There will be no more delay! 7But in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished, just as he announced to his servants the prophets." 

8Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me once more: "Go, take the scroll that lies open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land." 

9So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. He said to me, "Take it and eat it. It will turn your stomach sour, but in your mouth it will be as sweet as honey." 10I took the little scroll from the angel's hand and ate it. It tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour. 11Then I was told, "You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages and kings."

Robert Ingersoll, the famous atheist of the last century, stopped in the middle of one of his lectures against God, took out his watch, held it up to his audience, and made the following challenge: “I'll give God five minutes to strike me dead for the things I've said.” The audience waited breathlessly as he held up his watch. Women fainted as the time almost expired. At the expiration of the five minutes, he put his watch back in his pocket. Well, he wasn't struck dead, so he just continued to mock God. Somebody related incident to the great Christian, Theodore Parker, who smiled and said, "And did the gentleman think he could exhaust the patience of the eternal God in five minutes?"  

God is so wonderfully patient. The apostle Paul calls Him “The God of patience,” in Romans 15, and aren’t we glad He is so very patient? Patience is the ability to be wronged and wronged again, and yet have the power and opportunity to retaliate, but to restrain oneself from it. God possesses complete power to avenge Himself immediately against all who do Him wrong. Nahum 1:3, offers, “The LORD is slow to anger and great in power.”
He does not need to wait for the right moment in order to be successful in overcoming evil, but He does wait. He so patiently waits. For a time, God refrains from using His power to respond to man’s sin and rebellion. He bears with the wickedness of man and He waits patiently before introducing His judgment. Friends, this is an amazing truth about God.  The Bible says that He will not restrain Himself forever, but He is so slow to act in judgment against us.
We recognize that if God were not so very patient, we would all have been removed from this present world long ago. Our sin is so frequent and so contemptible that we would rightfully be condemned to die instantly. The Psalmist understood this when he asked the question in Psalm 130:3:

If You, Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?
And the answer is: not one of us. So if God does not delay justice out of weakness, why does He exercise such patience? There are two big reasons that the Scriptures give to us.
First, God’s patience displays His glory and God loves to display His glory. God loves to show Himself so perfect and so wondrous so that we would enjoy Him all the more.  

Isaiah 48:9, says:

For my own name's sake I delay my wrath; for the sake of my praise I hold it back from you, 
so as not to cut you off. 

God wants to demonstrate his longsuffering and mercy to us so that we would enjoy Him all the more for it. As God’s people we rejoice to worship the God who restrains Himself from immediately measuring out judgment. We fall before Him in adoration and praise.  Let us consider and admire and love Him!!

The second reason why God is patient is because God’s patience gives people an opportunity to repent of their sin and receive God’s free gift of salvation through His Son, Jesus. Listen to what Joel 2:12 says:

12 “Even now,” declares the LORD, "return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 

13 Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and 
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity. 

This is the message the Apostle Paul is teaching in Romans 2:4, where he gets to the point about sinners who are refusing to repent and turn and rend their hearts before God. Paul asks the question:

4 Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you toward repentance? 5 But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God's wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed.
Paul wants to know why they show contempt for God because of His patience.

Peter would write in his Second Epistle, Chapter 3, Verses 8 and 9:

8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

We have been studying Revelation for a number of months now and this theme continues to startle me: God’s eternal patience. God reveals His justice, but He also reveals His patience with sinners. We see this attribute of God once again on full display in Revelation 10. God is patient, even with the ungodly.  He shows His patience by His many warnings which precede His judgments.  He never acts impulsively, but always deliberately.  He is never hasty or in a hurry.  The verdict against sin is announced, but the sentence is delayed.

Chapter 10 introduces us to an interlude, a pause between the sixth and seventh trumpet judgments.  Remember our context for this chapter:  we are in the Tribulation period, the time in which God ends the rule of Satan and of man and judges this world for its rebellion against Him. It is a time called by Revelation “the wrath of the Lamb”. It is a time of God’s righteous response to sin. This Tribulation period began in Revelation Chapter 6 with the opening of the seven seals on the scroll in Jesus hand.  Jesus is pictured in absolute control of every event. When we see the seventh seal broken, we find seven trumpets introduced. Revelation Chapters 8 and 9 teaches us about what happens at the blowing of the first six trumpets. God gives ample warning regarding His righteous response against rebellion and sin. At the sounding of the sixth trumpet four angels are released with the power to kill a third of the human race and that is what they do. The people, instead of responding with repentance, respond with defiance. 

Verse 30 of Revelation 9:
But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands… 

Would this lack of repentance be the final straw?  We come to Chapter 10 and God still exercises patience. Chapter 10 records another pause in God’s righteous response against sin. We are still waiting for the seventh trumpet to sound as God, in patience, delays the final judgment upon the earth. 

We will look at the description of the mighty angel.
Second, we will study the announcement of the end. 
Finally, we will look at the eating of the scroll. 
Verse 1 of Chapter 10 describes the mighty angel this way:

Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven. . . 

There is a definite disagreement among very good expositors about the identity of this mighty angel. Many think that it is Jesus Christ, but I believe that this mighty angel is simply a mighty angel. It always helps to take the text at face value and this is one of those times. I do not believe that this angel is Jesus Christ for two primary reasons: first, he is called “another mighty angel.” In Greek there are two ways to say the word “another;” one is allos which means another of the same kind, and heteros which means another of a different king. In this passage John uses “allos.” A strong angel was introduced in Rev 5:2 and this angel is like this strong angel. And, we were introduced to the seven angels who sounded trumpets in Chapter 8. All of these angels were of the same kind.
The second reason is because when John does identify Jesus in Revelation he is always very clear and gives him an unmistakable title so that we do not miss the Revelation of Jesus. He does not reveal Jesus in a veiled way in this book.
I think that it is best to see this as an angel, but as a very special and powerful angel.  John describes him for us in great detail in Verse 1:  

Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven. He was robed in a cloud, with a rainbow above his head; his face was like the sun, and his legs were like fiery pillars. 

He was coming down from heaven where Jesus is being worshipped. He is coming as a special envoy or messenger of Jesus. This angel possesses the authority of God as he descends from heaven to accomplish God’s work and deliver God’s message. It is interesting to note that a rainbow is seen above his head. This serves as a reminder to us of God’s covenant with Noah back in Genesis. God intends for the rainbow to announce to us the eternal, awesome patience of God.

God would say to Noah in Genesis 9:
14 “Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. 16 Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth.” 17 So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant I have established between me and all life on the earth.” 

The whole account of the flood serves as a great example of God’s patience in judgment. In Genesis 6:

6 The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 7 So the LORD said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth--men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air--for I am grieved that I have made them.” 

8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 

At this point God could have instantly made an ark to protect Noah and sent the flood immediately, but instead He told Noah to build one, knowing full well that it would take 120 years to complete it. The New Testament tells us that God made Noah a preacher of righteousness who called men and women to repent and their sins during those 120 years.  What was God doing during those 120 years? I Peter 3:20 says:

God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. 

And still after it was completed He told Noah to get into the ark with his family, God still said, in Genesis 7:4:
“Seven days from now I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe from the face of the earth every living creature I have made.”
God wanted to remind everyone, so that no one would miss, that God is a patient God.

The rainbow on the angel’s head reminds us that God is sooooo patient with us! What is the application?  For many it seems, the application is to test God’s patience by continuing in our sin. Some might say, “Boy, God is patient! Let’s see how much longer God will continue to be patient because I am going to continue in my sin. He didn’t judge me yesterday and He didn’t judge me when I got up this morning, so I am going to continue in my sin and my wayward attitudes and behaviors in life.” Friends, let us not presume upon the longsuffering of God! 
There are examples in scripture for us that warn us away from such foolishness. Think of Achan who was killed along with his family for taking the spoils of war in Joshua’s day and trying to hide his sin. Think of Ananias and Saphirra who were instantly struck dead in the book of Acts for lying to the Holy Spirit about a gift that they gave to the church.  These examples are given to us so that we might not presume upon God’s patience and mercy! Let the application be to soften our hearts to God today!!  He will hear our cries for forgiveness and mercy if we seek Him. He is willing to rescue anyone who calls upon His name.

This mighty angel in Revelation 10, Verse 2 is described this way:

2 He was holding a little scroll, which lay open in his hand. He planted his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 3 and he gave a loud shout like the roar of a lion. When he shouted, the voices of the seven thunders spoke. 

The little scroll was like the big scroll in its character and contents, but this scroll is smaller. Like the first scroll mentioned in Revelation this book reveals God’s intentions for the end of the age. It contains the rest of the prophetic message that John will deliver.  It communicates that Jesus will overthrow the usurper Satan and declare Himself as rightful heir to all creation. It reveals the rest of the process of how Jesus will take possession of the world. 
Now that the seven seals of the big scroll have been opened, we have less time before God brings evil to an end and thus less to communicate, but the point is that God is still patient even at this juncture and is offering more revelation to man, more warning, more time to repent. This little scroll lay open; in other words it is accessible and people can read it and understand it. How good God is to give us His revelation, His word, so that we can know Him and His plans to triumph!

The angel represents the Lord Jesus, as His messenger, and he has one foot on the sea and the other on the land indicating that Jesus is claiming the whole earth as His possession.  Not one corner of the world is ceded over to the evil one or to the rebellion. The angel shouts like thunder to declare the sovereign authority of Jesus to rule and to reign.  

You may have a title deed to some piece of property in this world, and you may say, “This piece of land is mine,” but you are wrong, for your title deed does not go back far enough. There is one whose title deed precedes yours. Jesus owns that piece of land and everything on it, and He does not sell His possessions. He leases them to us for our enjoyment, but He does not turn over possession, not even on one square inch. Let us not forget who has rightful claim to this world. We are mere tenants in this world, and some of us have not paid our rent of acknowledging Him, of humbling ourselves before Him, or of giving Him thanks. The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.

Verse 4: 
And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven say, “Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not write it down.”
This is an interesting command from God. Why would God send a messenger to speak and then tell John not to write down what the messenger says? God does so because He wants us to know that there are some things that He knows that He does not want us to know at the present time. He holds back some of His revelation from us. This can be frustrating to us! We so badly want to know what we do not know. We have all kinds of questions, don’t we? Questions like, “Why does God allow evil in this world?”  “Why does God allow suffering,” specifically, why does God allow me to suffer? How long will God wait before He puts an end to evil once and for all?

There is a great verse in Deuteronomy 29:29, that says,

The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law. 

God wants us to meditate on the revelation that He has given to us and not fixate on the revelation that He has withheld from us. God knows that He is not telling us everything that he could tell us at the moment. God wants us to trust Him and His Word with those great questions for which God has not given us an answer. God says, “My child, put your hand in mine and walk with me through those dark places. It is going to be all right. I have will keep you safe. I will lead you into the light and then your will understand.”  In the darkness, put your hand in the hand of the One who offers to be your Great Shepherd.  He will lead you and protect you all the way home.

The Scripture says this about Himself in II Timothy 3:
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

This Book of Revelation is sufficient for us in this present age!  

Now consider the announcement of the end in Verses 5 and 6:

5 Then the angel I had seen standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven. 6 And he swore by him who lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens and all that is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it, and said, “There will be no more delay!” 

Remember the martyrs from Chapter 6 who asked the question:

10 “…How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?” 11 Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had been was completed. 

Here God answers that the time is not long now and they are very near to the final act and  the consummation of God’s Kingdom plan. 
Then we read in Verse 7:

“But in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished, just as he announced to his servants the prophets.” 

Right now we live in the day in which God delays the sounding of the trumpets to judge mankind for his sin. Judgment is being held back. Somewhere behind the scenes this seventh angel is waiting for God’s sovereign signal to blow his trumpet, and then the end will come just as the prophets had predicted. There is a day, there is a moment, there is an appointed hour when the angel will sound the trumpet and the world will become Christ’s. We fix our hope and our joy on the Risen King, Jesus. The mystery of God will be completed and evil and death and Satan will come to an end once for all forever and ever. 
John MacArthur writes, “God will say to evil . . . this is your last dominion. And God will say to demons . . . this is your last liberty. And God will say to godless men . . . this is your last hope. And God will say to believers. . . this is your last suffering.” Friends, this day is coming. Are you prepared to meet your God?

We come to the last interlude in this section of Chapter 10: The Eating of the Scroll.
8 Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me once more: “Go, take the scroll that lies open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” 9 So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. He said to me, “Take it and eat it. It will turn your stomach sour, but in your mouth it will be as sweet as honey.” 

Eating the little scroll is an illustration of the proper response to God’s revelation of Himself and His plan. This eating becomes a symbol of receiving the Word of God by faith. John is commanded to take the booklet and eat it. It is not enough for John to see the book or to read the book or to hold the book in his hands. John is called to make the book part of his inner man; to receive it into his person. This idea of food to eat is a frequent illustration that God uses to encourage us to assimilate God’s Word in our lives by ingesting it into our soul like we ingest food into our bodies. 

First, God often speaks of His Word of revelation as being like food for our soul. In Matthew 4, Jesus compares the Word of God to bread. In I Peter 2, Peter compares the Word of God to milk. In I Corinthians 3, Paul compares the Word of God to meat. This is what the Word of God is to the believers.

God also has given us examples of His people eating His Word as in Jeremiah 15:16:
16 When your words came, I ate them; 

          they were my joy and my heart's delight, 

       for I bear your name, 

                O LORD God Almighty. 

And in Ezekiel 3, we also read:

1 And he said to me, “Son of man, eat what is before you, eat this scroll; then go and speak to the house of Israel.” 2 So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat. 3 Then he said to me, “Son of man, eat this scroll I am giving you and fill your stomach with it.” So I ate it, and it tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth. 

When we interact with God, He wants us to recognize the important place of His Word. This is something that is growing more and more distant in the evangelical church today. We give lip service to the importance of the Word, but we “eat it.” The question is not how much we are in the Word, but the question is how much the Word is in us. It is possible of having a daily discipline of reading the Word, but of not eating the Word.

Listen to what David writes about God’s Word in Psalms 119:103:

How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!  

We have to ask if this is our testimony of our interaction with the Scripture. Notice that God does not take the scroll and stuff it into John’s mouth. He says, “Here, John, take it and eat it.” He doesn’t force feed us, but He is offering us a supply of every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. Jesus would say in Matthew 4:4:
“It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

Our lives depend upon this action!!

A report by Michael Spencer from the Christian Science Monitor became national news.  The headline reads, “The coming evangelical collapse” 

Oneida, Ky. - We are on the verge – within 10 years – of a major collapse of evangelical Christianity. . . Within two generations, evangelicalism will be a house deserted of half its occupants. (Between 25 and 35 percent of Americans today are Evangelicals.) In the "Protestant" 20th century, Evangelicals flourished. But they will soon be living in a very secular and religiously antagonistic 21st century. . . This collapse will herald the arrival of an anti-Christian chapter of the post-Christian West.

I am not sure that I agree with Spencer’s conclusions, but I think his warning is very possible because of the trends that we see. Spencer gives seven reasons why he thinks this will happen. The second reason he gives is particularly salient.

2. We Evangelicals have failed to pass on to our young people an orthodox form of faith that can take root and survive the secular onslaught. Ironically, the billions of dollars we've spent on youth ministers, Christian music, publishing, and media has produced a culture of young Christians who know next to nothing about their own faith except how they feel about it. Our young people, why should they obey scripture, the essentials of theology, or the experience of spiritual discipline and community? Coming generations of Christians are going to be monumentally ignorant and unprepared for culture-wide pressures. 

If we do not revive a hunger for the Word of God in our personal lives, in our homes, and in our churches, we will be ruined. We receive blessing from God as we read the Scriptures, meditate upon the Scriptures, delight in the Scriptures and submit our lives to the Scriptures. The Scriptures are the instrument by which are become wise unto God’s salvation and by which we can grow in our faith!!!  There is no substitute.

What place do the Scriptures have in your life today?

We come to Verse 9 and 10 and we notice something interesting about the effect of Scriptures. 

9 So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. He said to me, “Take it and eat it. It will turn your stomach sour, but in your mouth it will be as sweet as honey.” 10 I took the little scroll from the angel's hand and ate it. It tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour. 

This is precisely what God said would happen. The Scriptures are both sweet and bitter.  Specifically, this word that John receives tastes sweet because in it God is glorified in His triumph over evil. Finally, the blessing of God’s rule comes to the earth. How sweet it is!! Yet, there is bitterness to the judgment of God. Those who reject Jesus as Savior will die in their sins without hope, without life and without God.  We cannot rejoice in that.   We think and speak of these things for we love those who do not acknowledge Jesus as Savior, and we do not delight in God’s judgment upon them. We remember what God says in Ezekiel 18:23 and 33:11:

18:23 Do I take any pleasure in the death of the wicked, declares the Sovereign LORD. Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and live? 

33:11 Say to them, “As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, O house of Israel?” 

When we hold the Word of God we cannot talk of God’s judgment without tears in our eyes and sorrow in our hearts as well.
By way of application the Word of God will always affect us in sweetness and in bitterness. Right alongside God’s promises and grace, we find God’s caution and conviction. God’s word contains both sweet assurances and bitter warnings. The faithful teacher of God’s Word will not strain out the part that is bitter, but will give you the full dose. Be careful of gathering for yourselves teachers which will tell you only the sweet of the Scriptures of the Word of God. These are unfaithful servants. Be careful of reading only those passages which lift you up and encourage you but also read those passages that hammer at the hardness of our own heart. We need all of the Word of God to feed us!!

Verse 11 is John’s order from the mighty angel:

Then I was told, “You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages and kings.”
He says, “John, go out and warm them! Tell them the bitter. Tell them the sweet. Tell them about My fierce response to evil. Tell them that they need not experience the bitter, but can rejoice in the sweet forever and ever!!” Like John, we have a responsibility to tell the whole Gospel of God.

Notice that God’s message of mercy is to be communicated to people from every tribe, nation, language and culture. The prophecy about the people is a prophesy against sin.  John’s prophecy was like the prophecy Jonah gave to the Ninevites; a prophecy of judgment knocking at the door. The study of prophecy will either lead you toward Jesus as your Savior or it will take you farther away from Him.  

What will you do while God patiently restrains Himself from punishing your sin?  Will you use this opportunity to receive Jesus as your personal Savior, or will you set Him aside and presume upon the patience of God?

