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The Woman and the Dragon

7And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. 8But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 9The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 10Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say:  "Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, 
and the authority of his Christ.  For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down.  11They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony;  they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 12Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them!  But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you!  He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short." 

How can we rid ourselves of the guilt of our past sins? Lady Macbeth initially thought that this would be a relatively easy task. After being an accomplice in the death of King Duncan, Lady Macbeth assured her husband, “A little water clears us of this deed.” Her husband, Macbeth, knew better as he replied, “Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood clean from my hand? No, this my hand will rather the multitudinous seas incarnadine, making the green one red.” Macbeth had come to recognize that his guilt could never be washed off. He knew that even if he washed in the ocean, the blood on his hands would only make the green oceans red. His guilt would corrupt the oceans before the oceans could cleanse his guilt. Eventually, Lady Macbeth discovered that her husband was right. In anguish she cried, “Here’s the smell of the blood still: all the perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this little hand.” And when the pain of her guilt overcame her, she committed suicide.  

Fyodor Dostoevsky, in “Notes from the Underground,” writes what we all experience: "There are certain things in a man's past which he does not divulge to everybody but, perhaps, only to friends. Again, there are certain things he will not divulge even to his friends; he will divulge them perhaps only to himself, and that, too, as a secret. But, finally there are things which he is afraid to divulge even to himself, and every decent man has quite an accumulation of such things in his mind." How can we rid ourselves of the guilt of our past sins? This is a huge problem.  

This problem is compounded by the fact that we have voices that speak to us that remind us of our guilt. I can think of at least four voices that communicate our guilt to us. The first is the helpful voice of the Holy Spirit. One of the Holy Spirit’s first works in the life of a person before he or she trusts in Christ is the work of convicting us of our sin. Wise are they who listen to Him and then repent from specific sins. As Christians we recognize we need the Holy Spirit’s voice so that we can confess our sins daily before the Lord. We need His daily washing. Secondly, there is the voice of conscience. Like Lady Macbeth, we possess a God-created conscience that presses the point of our sins against our own soul. Some deal with the pain of a guilty conscience by growing a hard callous over it.  This only relieves us of the emotional pain of our guilt, but does not remove our guilt from our souls. Third, there is the voice of other people. We have friends and enemies alike that remind us of our past sins that make us conscious of our guilty words and actions. Finally, there is the voice of our adversary, the devil. He accuses us before God day and night to strip God of His glory and to rob us of the joy of our salvation. Satan uses the guilt of our past sin to hinder us in our service to God to weaken us; to spoil the sweetness of our fellowship with God; to hinder us in our witness for God so that we become timid and fearful, lacking boldness; and to hinder us in our present obedience to God, thinking, “What is the use. We are already dirty” and to hinder us in our worship of God so that we don’t find great joy in Him.

It is this last voice, the voice of our accuser, the Devil, upon which we focus our attention as we study Revelation 12. Remember, from earlier that Revelation 12 is a snapshot of Satan’s assault against God throughout human history. Here, John describes for us an amazing vision that chronologically encompasses the beginning of creation when Satan rebelled against God and with a third of the angels fell from Heaven and their created place of honor to one of dishonor.  It takes us all the way to the final culmination of God’s plan for human history, where evil is once and for all dealt with and eradicated from this earth and when Jesus Christ takes His rightful place and rules in sovereign power. Satan is pictured as a great red dragon that wars against God by seeking to destroy the nation of Israel and the Messiah who would come out of the nation of Israel. But, God protects Israel supernaturally, and the Messiah is born. Then, during the future time known as the Great Tribulation, a great war will break out in heaven, as we read in Verses 7-8 (NIV):
7 And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back.  8 But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven.
Currently, Satan spends much time in heaven, standing before God, and he spends much of his time as he stands before God accusing the saints and those who have come to faith in Jesus Christ. Today, heaven is no longer Satan’s dwelling place or his domain of rule.  Remember that God cast him down from heaven when he first rebelled against God at the beginning of creation, but God allows him certain access to Heaven. He currently is a prince of this world, not of Heaven.  Ephesians 2:2 describes Satan as “the ruler of the kingdom of the air”. II Corinthians 4:4 refers to him as “the god of this world”. Jesus, in John 12:31, calls him “the ruler of this world”. This world is where he exercises dominion over people and over other fallen angels, but he is still under the sovereign authority and mighty power of God. That is important for us to recognize, but God allows him a certain power, a certain rule, a certain dominion over this world. He still has access to heaven, and he uses it. Revelation 12:7-8 describes the future day during the Tribulation when this access is denied him altogether and he becomes completely earthbound. Satan will no longer be able to ascend to the throne of God or have any access whatsoever there. 

Here we will study what Revelation 12 teaches us about Satan’s current work as he assaults God’s people. We will consider three aspects concerning Satan and His assault against your soul as he accuses you before God.

First, we are going to observe the nature of our adversary; what is he like.
Second, we will learn the accusations from our adversary; what are his actions and how does he accuse us. 
Finally, we will learn of the solution to our adversary’s accusations.
As we think about the nature of our adversary, we ask, “What is the devil like?” Verse 9 (NIV) gives us a tremendous description of him. By way of a symbol, he is called, “the great dragon”.
9 The great dragon was hurled down--that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.
He was “hurled down” by one of God’s messengers indicating that he is powerless to resist the sovereign, omnipotent God.
John first identifies him as the “ancient serpent,” which takes us to Genesis 3 reminding us that he is the one who tempted Eve in the garden to eat of the fruit forbidden her by God. He is the one who convinced Eve, and ultimately Adam, that disobedience to God would provide more reward than obedience would. He convinced her that sin had no real consequences, and that is very much a part of his continuing work in our lives and minds today – that sin is a small thing with no lasting consequences. He painted rebellion as pleasant to the senses, pleasing to the eyes and touch and to the taste, and as beneficial to the soul, “You will become like God”. This is part of his nature to continue acting as he did at the beginning, seeking to lure us away from the true fellowship and the true worship of God and to lead us into the dark world of sin and disobedience.

John then teaches us in this text that this ancient serpent is called by two names: the Devil and Satan. The name “the devil” translates a Greek word meaning “the slanderer and the one who tells lies.” The name Satan is a Hebrew word meaning “the adversary” or “the opponent”. 
The names that God gives this creature tell us much about his nature. He is an adversary of God and an adversary of God’s people. He wants to destroy us and will use any lie that he can create to do so. Jesus called him a murderer from the beginning and the father of lies. Satan’s motivation is one of extreme hatred. From the very beginning he set himself against God, and his hatred against God continues to burn. He cannot stand for God to be given praise and glorified. He recognizes that guilty sinners who are rescued, redeemed, and cleansed bring glory to God - just in the act alone of an infinitely righteous and Holy God, in justice, making a way for sinners to be cleansed, that God receives glory not only from the sinners and from the redeemed, but also from all the angels who had not rebelled. They stand in awe of a God who would act in such a way toward His creatures. God is glorified, and Satan is angered.  He hates us as well with an intense hatred. He is not only God’s adversary, but he is our adversary as well. While to God he is small, to us he is great, and he is a foe that we cannot stand against left to our own devices and our own strengths. He is like a prowling lion seeking to devour us! Paul elaborates on this in Ephesians 6:10-13 (NIV): 

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.

We have an enemy that is coming against us with power and strength, and if we do not have God’s strength clothing us day-by-day we will succumb to his deception and to his destructive intent. Friend, you and I cannot afford to be ignorant concerning this enemy. 
Just before 9-11, our nation as a people was largely ignorant regarding Al Qaeda and other terrorist groups. This ignorance left us vulnerable to attack. Today, we are most conscious of this adversary, and we have taken certain measures to protect ourselves. Our adversary, the devil, is much more vicious and dangerous than any terrorist group. A terrorist group can kill our bodies. This enemy can destroy our soul. He is the source of evil and will stop at nothing to destroy us.  

In II Corinthians 2:11 (NIV), Paul tells us that we need not be outwitted by our adversary the devil because “…we are not unaware of his schemes.” 

Satan’s schemes are primarily three-fold: first, Satan attempts to corrupt us through temptation to sin; second, to confuse us through teaching false doctrine; and, finally, to condemn us through the guilt of our past sin. It is this last scheme that is the focus of Revelation 12.  

Satan designs to keep us living in the condemnation of our past sin and guilt. He does this primarily through accusation: accusing us before God, accusing in our soul and in our spirit. If Satan can convince us of our hopelessness, of ever being free of guilt, our eternal guilt before God, then he can lead us away from desiring to be in the presence of God. Who wants to be in the presence of God while our guilt of sin is attached to us? As long as he can convince us that this guilt is attached to us then he can lead us away from desiring to draw near to God. He can tempt us to commit additional sins in order to deaden the pain of guilt in order for us to continue on in the guilt that has already overcome us, and he can rob God of the glory of being worshipped by forgiven sinners.  
Let us consider the second idea in our outline: the accusations from our adversary in Verse 10 (NIV):
10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: "Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down.

This tells us of the future of this enemy of ours and that future is that he is going to be hurled down to earth so that he is not going to be able to make accusations anymore against God’s people during that time. This is going to frustrate him during the Great Tribulation. This also tells us much about his current work that this, right now, has not taken place, and that right now he has access to the throne where he is making accusations against the saints and those who are God’s people through faith in Jesus Christ and he does so, it says, “night and day.” This is his favorite activity. 
Satan loves to keep us in the despair and the regret of the guilt of our past sins, so he accuses us before God night and day. He never forgets even one of our wrong acts, or words, or attitudes, and keeps reminding both us and God that we deserve punishment and condemnation. Satan reminds God and us that it is not just for God to let the guilty go unpunished. Our sin is his claim that we belong to his domain. Our guilt is his triumph and his tool to rob us of the joy of our salvation.

The Old Testament prophet Zechariah had a vision that beautifully illustrates both Satan’s work of making accusations and God’s provision for us against his assault. In Zechariah’s vision, a high priest named Joshua stands before the angel of the Lord, and Satan is also standing there with Joshua and the angel of the Lord. He is standing at the right side, and he is making accusations against Joshua bringing the shame of his past sins before Joshua’s High Priest. We pick up this story in Zechariah 3:1-3 (NIV):
1 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right side to accuse him.  2 The LORD said to Satan, "The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The LORD, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?"

 3 Now Joshua was dressed in filthy clothes as he stood before the angel.

Notice how Joshua is dressed. His filthy clothes communicate to us the true condition of his soul; it is not pretty. He is guilty of sin and has been soiled by it. He is hopeless to do anything for himself to change his stinky condition. When we read this, we should not misunderstand that Joshua is a really wicked guy. He is not. He is a high priest, and all indication is that he is very upright, moral and righteous by human standards. If you stood him next to any of us, he would compare very favorably. But notice that he is standing in the presence of the angel of the Lord. This angel is identified later in this text as the one who can take away sins. This is no ordinary angel. This angel is none other than the Messiah who one day will clothe Himself with human flesh. This is the Holy One, the Son of God; the Second Person of the Holy Trinity. Joshua is standing next to Jesus. If we could only compare ourselves to others when we begin to feel guilty and contain our guilt to the comparison of our lives with others among mankind, our guilt might be manageable. Our soul does not allow that because we recognize that there is not only our community that we stand within, but one day there is our Creator whom we will stand before. But we will all stand before a God who is infinitely holy, absolutely righteous, and utterly pure. 

I am sure that Joshua wants to run and hide, but he stands there unable to hide his filthy life. Friends, we, too, cannot hide our shame and sin from God. We cannot run from His presence. He sees all, and we feel guilty when we stand before Him because we are guilty. We cannot adopt a psychological approach to remove our guilt because our guilt is not psychologically based at its root. Its root is real, and we have fallen short of God’s glory.  We have rebelled against the One who created us and loves us. We have sinned against the One who is Holy Righteous and who is the Judge of all the earth, so we do stand condemned before the God who judges rightly.

Let’s continue with Verse 4 of Zechariah:

4 The angel said to those who were standing before him, "Take off his filthy clothes."   Then he said to Joshua, "See, I have taken away your sin, and I will put rich garments on you."  5 Then I said, "Put a clean turban on his head." So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him, while the angel of the LORD stood by.

Joshua’s filthy clothes are taken off, and he is freely given rich, clean clothes to wear!!  What a picture of God’s work on behalf of his own children!! He can now stand next to the sinless Son of God without shame and without guilt, not because of his own righteous acts and not because of his own personal merit, but because of God’s gift of grace through His Son! Remember Jesus was the One who acted on Joshua’s behalf to make him worthy to stand before Him as one who is clean.

What did Joshua do to become so filthy? It does not matter. That question is irrelevant. Whatever his sin might have been to make him filthy and unacceptable before God, we are curious as to what that sin was: was it murder or was it something really grievous and severe? We don’t know, but it does not matter because whatever stained and soiled his clothes now is removed completely from him, and now he is given a whole, new, rich, clean robe to wear in the presence of God. The issue is never the severity or the number of our sins.  The issue is the measure of God’s provision for us.

Notice that Jesus is not the only one standing with Joshua. Satan is there, also. He has no delight in Joshua’s new clothes. He is there to condemn this high priest and to act as his accuser. He wishes to keep this priest separate from God by continuing to accuse him, and this is his design for you as well. His accusations are never meant to help us to repent of our sin and to be free from sin, but his accusations are only to make you feel hopeless and unredeemable; to make us despair in our sin. Consider who Satan is – he is a destroyer and murderer, and that is his intent for our soul. He first tempts us to sin through lies and deceit and then after you and I bite down on his lures, he filets us and cooks us over the fire of condemnation. He wants us to experience regret and remorse but never to experience repentance and never to receive grace. He wants us to focus on our sins and failures and not on Christ.

Has Satan ever accused you? Of course he has. You and I, if we are believers, have heard him whisper in our ears, “Look at your dirty clothes. Those stains will never come out . . . not in a million years. You say that God has washed you and made you clean? Just think back for a moment to what you have said, to what you have done. Do you think those stains can be taken out so thoroughly, so completely, so readily, and so quickly? God is still angry with you. You ought to just give up any hope of a joyful future with Him.”  

Satan wants to make the guilt of our sin to appear stronger and deeper than the grace of God’s forgiveness. I know that some of you may have committed what society or your community would consider very, very serious sins. For many, these sins have remained secret from others. Some have committed the sin of abortion and never told a soul. Some have committed the sin of adultery, and no one has found out. Some are consumed by the sin of pornography, the sin of homosexuality, the sin of drug abuse, of stealing, and a host of other sins continue to mock God’s grace. Friend, the wonder of this is that the Gospel reveals to us that Jesus is a real Savior for real sinners. If you find yourself to be a real sinner, God is offering to you a real Savior that can free you. Isn’t that amazing! His provision exceeds any person’s sin. Not one of us deserves forgiveness. Not one of us merits to be made clean from our past, but freedom from the guilt of our sin has nothing to do with our merit.  It has everything to do with the finished work of Jesus Christ.

This leads us to the final issue that we will discover and that is the solution to our adversary’s accusations as we read Verses 11 and 12 (NIV):
11 They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.

12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short."

In the message, “The Great War,” we noted the three steps from Verse 11 to help us overcome the evil one in our lives: step one, trust in the blood of the Lamb, step two, share our testimony of God’s grace at work in our lives, and step three, to yield all of our life over to Jesus, not to love our life so much as to shrink from death but be ready to give Him everything.

Our focus is on the first step: to trust in the blood of the Lamb, to focus on the finish work of Jesus Christ which was accomplished for us and completed for us at the cross; to consider the meaning of Jesus dying upon the cross, shedding His own blood so that guilty sinners can be forgiven and be completely washed. 

This is the amazement of one of the sinners hanging next to Jesus, “Jesus, would you remember me?” And, Jesus would say, “This day you will be with me in paradise.” How can a guilty sinner who is physically dying because of the depravity and severity of his sin upon the earth in a moment is so clean to be fit for heaven? It is only by the blood of Jesus Christ, and the work that Christ was accomplishing upon the cross, that such hope could be offered to him. The Scriptures tell us that those who are in Christ are completely forgiven.  They have been washed spotlessly clean. Because of the blood of Jesus, the guilt of our sin drives us toward God and not away from Him. The guilt of our sin motivates us to worship the Lord, not wander from Him.  

Satan’s accusations tend to drive us away from God in hopelessness, but when we discover the guilt of our sin and we discover the wonder of the Savior, we say, “I need a Savior. I need washing,” and we move toward God and not away from Him. Because of the blood of Jesus, the guilt of our sin motivates us to worship God and not wander from Him.

We still have an accuser who throws our sins in our faces at every opportunity. If we listen to him, we will grow paralyzed, fearful, despairing, and listless in our faith. We can expect this kind of attack from the evil one. Our argument with him is not primarily in what he says about our guilt. Sometimes he lies about our guilt so that he makes a person feel guilty for something other than disobedience to God. An example of that is someone who has been under the condemnation or the unbiblical expectations of parents growing up in a home. Because they haven’t met those expectations, they feel guilty all of their life. Primarily, what Satan says to us is true. He doesn’t have to make up stuff. He finds stuff that is absolutely true. Our argument with the devil is not about the truth in what he says about our guilt. He often baits us with the truth to get us to bite down on the big lie.  Our argument with the devil has to do with the efficacy of work of Christ, on our behalf, upon the cross. 
Does the blood of Jesus cleanse us from all our sin? The promise of God says, “Yes. Yes. A thousand times, yes!!”  

We overcome the evil one by the blood of the Lamb, by the finished work of Jesus. How can we make the blood of the Lamb our weapon? We fight against Satan’s assaults against our soul, to condemn us for our past sins, using the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God. We take the promises of God and hold them precious and dear, and we hold them near to us and close to us so that we remember them and dwell upon them and think upon them. 

Think for a moment of a few of the promises regarding the issue of our cleanliness. We see in Isaiah 43:25 (ESV),

25 "I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember your sins.
In Psalms 51:7 (NIV), we read:

7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 

Colossians 2:13b-14 (NIV), tells us,

13b He forgave us all our sins, 14 having cancelled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross.
Paul in his letter to the church in Rome will say (Romans 8:33-34, NIV), 

33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.

In I John 1:7-9 (NIV) it says:

7 . . . and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

It is important that we act in faith when Satan’s accusations come against us, that we quickly run to the blood of Jesus Christ and as the accusations lay heavy against our soul we recall to mind the Word of God that says, “The blood of Jesus Christ has cleansed me from all my sin!” Isn’t that a wonder? We overcome Satan’s schemes of condemning our past sins by appealing constantly to His blood.

What are the differences between Satan’s accusations and the Holy Spirit’s conviction? This is important because not all conviction of sin is devilish. 
First, the Holy Spirit’s conviction always points us to a solution. Satan’s accusations only point us to despair. The Holy Spirit convicts of us sin so that we might repent and receive Jesus’ forgiveness. Satan accuses us so that we will try to pay for our past sin by working harder or through the pain of remorse. The pain of remorse can never take away the guilt of even one sin.

Second, the Holy Spirit’s conviction is always specific. Satan’s accusations are often general and make us to paint a dark cloud over our lives. It is vital that we embrace and seek out the Holy Spirit’s conviction so that we can confess our sin and take it immediately to God who promises not only to forgive us and keep us forever from condemnation, but who promises also through our confession to cleanse us. If we are a believer in Jesus Christ, we need never fear condemnation, for “there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:1, NIV) We still need to repent, and we still need to confess so that sin will not overtake our lives and so that our relationship and our joy in God will continue to grow and flourish. Proverbs 28:13 (ESV), tells us:
13 Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy.
In a dream Martin Luther found himself being attacked by Satan. The devil unrolled a long scroll containing a list of Luther’s sins and held it before him, and he read the list of sins, one after another. When he reached the end of the list, Luther asked him, “Is that all?” “No!” came the angry reply and a second scroll was put in Luther’s face. Then, after the second scroll, there was a third. But now, the devil had no more of Luther’s sins to list. Luther replied, “You’ve forgotten something. Quickly write on each of them, “The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin!” With that, the devil let out an awful cry, cursed, and disappeared. 

Friends, let us write over our lives, “The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all our sins.” 

What a wonder that is!

