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The Lamb and the 144,000 

1Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads. 2And I heard a sound from heaven like the roar of rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their harps. 3And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one could learn the song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. 4These are those who did not defile themselves with women, for they kept themselves pure. They follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They were purchased from among men and offered as firstfruits to God and the Lamb. 5No lie was found in their mouths; they are blameless.

This past week I have been reading a book, Citizen Soldiers, by Stephen Ambrose that describes the experiences of GIs who fought in Northwest Europe during World War II. This book begins at Normandy and takes the reader through the cold and filth of the foxholes, over the tall, menacing hedgerows in France, into concrete pillboxes in Germany, and through fields laced with exploding S-mines named Bouncing Betties. Lt. George Wilson described this last menace this way, “By now I had gone through aerial bombing, artillery and mortar shelling, open combat, direct rifle and machine gun firing, night patrolling and ambush. Against all of this we had some kind of chance; against mines we had none.” 
As I read this book I kept asking, “How were we able to win that war?” We battled an enemy that was tenacious, well-equipped, intelligent, and committed. How were we able to win against such a well-organized and powerful enemy? Ambrose gives much credit to the courage and perseverance of the citizen soldiers of the United States Army. He describes one of them for us, a Lt. Waverly Wray:

Wray was a big man, 250 pounds with "legs like tree trunks." He was from Batesville, Mississippi, and was an avid woodsman, skilled with rifles. He claimed he had never missed a shot in his life. 


Wray had deep South religious convictions. A Baptist, each month he sent half his pay home to help build a new church. He never swore. His exclamation when exasperated was, "John Brown!" He didn't drink, smoke, or chase girls. Some troopers called him "The Deacon," but in an admiring rather than critical way. 

On June 7, shortly after dawn, Wray reported to his commanding officer, on the movements he had spotted, the things he had sensed, where he expected the Germans to attack, and in what strength. 

Wray was ordered to return to the company and have it attack the German flank before the Germans could get their attack started. 


As the company prepared to attack, he took up his M-1, grabbed a half dozen grenades, and strode out, his Colt .45 on his hip and a silver plated .38 revolver stuck in his jump boot. He was going to do a one-man reconnaissance to formulate a plan of attack.
Wray moved up the sunken lanes, crossed an orchard, pushed his way through hedgerows, crawled through a ditch. Along the way he noted concentrations of Germans in fields and lanes. A man without his woodsman's sense of direction would have gotten lost. He reached a point which he would later learn was the axis of the German attack. Wray "was moving like the deer stalker he was", got to a place where he could hear guttural voices on the other side of a hedgerow. They sounded like officers talking about map coordinates. Wray rose up, burst through the obstacle, swung his M-1 to a ready position, and barked in his strong command voice, "Hands up!" to the eight German officers gathered around a radio. 

Seven instinctively raised their hands. The eighth tried to pull a pistol from his holster; Wray shot him instantly, between the eyes. Two Germans in a slit trench 100 meters to Wray's rear fired bursts from their Schmeisser machine pistols at him. Bullets cut through his jacket; one cut off half of his right ear. Wray dropped to his knee and began shooting the other seven officers, one at a time as they attempted to run away. When he had used up his clip, Wray jumped into a ditch, put another clip into his M-1, and dropped the German soldiers with the Schmeisser’s with one shot each. 

Wray made his way back to the company areas to report on what he had seen. At the command post he came in with blood down his jacket, a big chunk of his ear gone, holes in his clothing. "Who's got more grenades?" he demanded. 


The next day Wray and some officers went to the spot to examine the German officers Wray had shot. Wray insisted on burying the bodies. He said he had killed them, and they deserved a decent burial, and it was his responsibility.  (Citizen Soldiers, 17-21)
How did the Allied Forces win World War II? Certainly, the courage, character and sacrifice of the soldiers are part of the answer to that question.  But we know that there is more to the equation: there was the overwhelming dominance in the air, the maneuverability of the Sherman tank, the strategic planning of the generals, the development of the atomic bomb, and most importantly of all, there was the smile of God’s providence upon the Allied forces. 

The Bible describes a battle just as real and ferocious as any battle Stephen Ambrose describes in his books. Every believer is a soldier in this battle standing against an aggressive, intelligent, powerful and ruthless enemy, and the big question we face in this life is, “How can we win?” 
Today’s passage describes 144,000 of God’s servants winning a seemingly unwinnable battle. We can learn from these principles that will help us in our daily struggle. As we turn to Revelation 14:1-5, we discover five keys to winning the battle against evil, against sin, against the evil one in our lives. These five keys are: first, a dependence on God’s Protection; second, an enjoyment of worship; third, a commitment to purity; fourth, a submission to Jesus Christ; and finally, a dedication to service.
Before we consider these keys to winning the battle, let us consider the context of our passage. Let us consider Verse 1 (NIV) again:

Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads. 

In this verse, we see that “the Lamb” is referencing Jesus and “Mount Zion” is the earthly Mount Zion, which is Jerusalem itself.

This scene is depicting Jesus’ return to the earth. Remember that in Chapters 12 and 13, John unfolds a large panoramic snapshot of the Tribulation period. John’s visions describe Satan’s hostility against the nation of Israel during that time and his hostility against The Messiah throughout all of time. These visions also describe the work of the Antichrist, that one world ruler who will come to govern it during the time of the Tribulation, and the False Prophet, who leads the world in a one-world religion during the Tribulation period. In Chapter 14, John’s vision sees the coming of Jesus in glory to the earth where he will meet with the 144,000 Jewish witnesses that God left behind in the Tribulation; that God had protected through the Tribulation despite the hostility of the Antichrist against them. God protected them and they remained, each one of them, alive at the end of the Tribulation. 
Remember that we were first introduced to this amazing group of 144,000 Jewish witnesses in Revelation Chapter 7:2-4 (NIV): 

2 Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He called out in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm the land and the sea:  3 "Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God."  4 Then I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel. 
These 144,000 Jewish men were given the responsibility to proclaim the Gospel, the Lordship of Jesus, and to offer mercy to all who would believe during the time of the Tribulation while God was pouring His wrath upon the earth. God in His wrath is still remembering mercy. This missionary force comprises three times the number of missionaries serving in the world today. They will be completely devoted to serving God and to proclaiming the Gospel. During the latter half of the Tribulation, the Antichrist and his government will do all in their power to kill these 144,000 witnesses even as they killed the two witnesses of Revelation 11. The Antichrist, during his reign, has complete control over the military, the police forces of the world, the communications media, the means of buying and selling, and the religious leaders of the world. All will be focused on capturing and killing these 144,000 witnesses, but the Antichrist will be unsuccessful. In Revelation 14, these 144,000 are still alive on the earth at the beginning of Jesus’ millennial reign. They made it safely through the persecution of the Tribulation. They are standing in triumph with Jesus at the Temple Mount in Jerusalem after His return to the earth. This is a group of champions!

The questions are, as we consider all that was coming against them, the temptations that they were facing as men, the constant pressing of temptations, the satanic assaults internally and externally – their very lives were being pursued, and they were on the “most wanted list” throughout the world. “How did they triumph through this period? How did they win against the pressure and temptation that they faced?" These questions lead us to our five keys to winning the battle. Keep in mind that you and I are not a part of this group of 144,000 sealed by God. If you are born again by God’s Spirit, then you are part of Jesus’ church. The church will be raptured, taken up bodily to meet Jesus in heaven just prior to the Tribulation. We can draw practical lessons from the experience of these 144,000. They are like the church in that they are redeemed and set apart by God for His service in a hostile world. They are like the church in that they have a powerful enemy that they must battle if they are to triumph. So we can learn from their future triumph how we might win the spiritual battle that wages war against our soul today.

The first key is the dependence on God’s protection, on God’s strength.  We notice in Verse 1 that the Lamb’s name and the Father’s name is written on their foreheads.  

God placed a mark of His ownership on their persons so as to identify them for special protection by His power. Nothing can touch them. Nothing can harm them because God has sealed them for divine protection. They will be kept by God’s power. 
Recall the demons that are unleashed on the earth in Chapter 9:4 (NAS) to harm mankind and we read this:  

4 And they were told that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree, but only the men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 
In other words, Chapter 9 tells us that God is in control, even over the wicked forces. He limits their abilities, and He directs their evils so as to fit His purposes. God is sovereign! That is the message of the entire Book of Revelation. He sovereignly protects these, and He tells the demonic hoards, “You cannot touch those who have this mark of Mine upon their foreheads.”
Here is the divine side of our winning the battle: God is the One who fights for us. This does not mean that, as soldiers in this battle, we are to be passive in the struggle. We do not simply “let go and let God.” But, like David, who picked up five smooth stones and put one of them in his sling, he recognized that the battle is the Lord’s. The battle wasn’t up to his skill with the stone in the sling, but the battle was the Lord’s. We dare not approach this fight confiding in our own strength for we will lose if we do.  

If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, you are set apart by God and sealed with His Holy Spirit. God has committed Himself to your spiritual protection and to your care. He makes His strength available to you so that you can win any spiritual battle that wages war against your soul; battle with this world, peer pressure, with the flesh and those internal lusts and desires, and the Devil himself. Paul exults in this truth as he writes in Romans 8:31 (NIV): 

31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 
And then in Philippians 4:13 (KJV), Paul writes:

I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

This is John’s confidence as well as he writes in his epistle, I John4:4 (NIV):

You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.

We now belong to God as His children, even as the 144,000 belong to God in that future day, and God always keeps His own. My favorite benediction which I pray most Sundays speaks of the wonderful assurance (Jude 1:24-25 (NIV)):

24 To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy-- 25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.

Peter also rejoices in God’s protecting power as we face the fierce spiritual battle for our souls when he writes in I Peter 1:3-5 (NIV):

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.

God keeps His own, and it is from a place of confidence that we fight. Do you ever get weary of your struggle against unbelief, temptation, and sin? Do you ever feel like throwing in the towel and giving yourself over to the enemy? Do you feel so tired that you do not think you can walk another step?

Perhaps you have a friend who continues to hurt you. You have forgiven that person more times than you can count, but you are now at your wit’s end. You feel like giving yourself over to your anger and bitterness. Perhaps you are tempted with some besetting sin . . . alcohol, pornography, a sexually immoral relationship. You find an addictive pleasure in these behaviors, and you feel that it would be too hard to cut them off completely, even though you know that they are destroying your soul. Perhaps you have made a covenant with a spouse to love, honor and cherish them for better or for worse. It is now the worse, and you did not think it could ever get this bad when you first made those vows to God. Perhaps you have been prompted by God’s Spirit to become more generous with your time and your money but you like spending your time and money on things you enjoy.  

Friend, these battles and many others are too hard for you to fight in your own strength. Thankfully, if you are one of the redeemed, then God has promised to supply you with power to overcome the temptations that war against your soul. Do not be so foolish as to march out to meet the enemy with nothing but your own will power. You will fail if you do!!!  Zechariah 4:6 (NIV) records:

So he said to me, "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,' says the LORD Almighty.

One of the really joyful observations about Revelation 14:1 is that 144,000 are standing with Jesus in Jerusalem when Jesus returns. Not 143,999. How many were sealed? 144,000. How many came through the Tribulation with all of its pressure and temptation? How many of those came out victorious? 144,000. In God’s salvation there is 100% security.

So, as believers, we fight this battle against sin and darkness from a position of absolute confidence in God’s power. We never ask, “Am I able?” We know that we are not able in our own strength, but we know that through Christ we can all things. We don’t doubt whether or not we will be able to overcome the temptations that wage war against our souls. We know the answer is the One who died for us, rose again, gave us His life, and is making available His very power to us. It is our birthright as joint heirs with Jesus Christ to win so let us live in victory and never in defeat!!

Supplying the ability and power is God’s part, but what is our part in this battle? It is key number two – the enjoyment of worship. We read about this in Verses 2 and 3 (NIV):
2 And I heard a sound from heaven like the roar of rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their harps. 3 And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one could learn the song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth.
Harps in Scripture always indicate joy. Heaven is alight with singing, and this heavenly song reverberates in the hearts of the 144,000.  They are the ones for whom this song is written, and they are the ones who engage in the worship of God.

John hears a joyful, musical sound coming from heaven. I believe that those who are singing this song in heaven are the Tribulation saints who died in the Tribulation being faithful to God, but now there is a part of this song that is specifically written for the 144,000, and it is only the 144,000 who could sing this song. Why are they the only ones who could sing this song? Speculation is that it is a song that specifically gives praise to God for His work of preserving them through the Tribulation, of using their efforts to bring Israel to repentance and realize their redemption. Some of the specifics are not completely clear, but the main point is clear: these manly guys who lived off of the land while running from the world-dictator, they are placing their lives at stake all the time and they are bold in their witness in the midst of it. They are not hiding out, but they are proclaiming in the streets the Gospel of Jesus Christ, even though they know their lives are being threatened. These manly guys who went through a seven-year war being chased, hunted down, shot at, and terrorized love to sing in worship to God. Worship is not a sissy activity. These guys enjoyed God like all persevering saints through the ages, even in the heat of the battle. They were like Job who cried to the Lord after having his possessions, his family, and his health taken from him, “The Lord gives and the Lord takes away, blessed be the name of the Lord.” (Job 1:21 NIV) 

What is the key to winning the battle? I believe it is enjoying God in worship through all seasons. If we fail to enjoy God in worship then we will loose our strength “for the joy of the Lord is (our) strength”. (Nehemiah 8:10 (NIV))
They did what David did, another manly guy who sang psalms of praise to God even while he was being pursued in the desert by King Saul. They were like Paul and Silas who worshipped God in a smelly, dark prison cell, bleeding from their wounds with hands and feet fastened in stocks.  They sang hymns to the Lord. A huge key to winning the spiritual battle is daily worship.
If you lose your joy in the worship of God, then you lose your grasp upon God’s strength. Sunday worship is a time when we train ourselves to worship Monday through Saturday. That is one of the purposes. We get together so we can learn how can we worship not just on one day but when we wake up on Monday and the battle is hitting us straight in the face. What can we learn from Sunday morning that we can carry into Monday so that we will continue in the joy of the worship of God Himself? So many miss out on this opportunity either by neglecting to come on a Sunday morning or by neglecting to participate. Many are in church, but they are not being trained to worship Monday through Saturday because they see worship as a spectator sport, something to observe others doing. Worship is not a spectator sport, even for those whose voices are not concert ready.

Do you remember Jimmy Durante? He was a comedian with a big nose and very raspy voice. One year on his television show he sang a duet with a famous opera star. The song was entitled, “The Song’s Gotta Come from the Heart”. The song sung by this unlikely pair was such a huge hit with the audience that night that they recorded this song on an album together, and the album went on to be a huge success. There was something wonderful about the combination of a voice as clear as crystal and a voice as course as gravel. There is something wonderful when the church enjoys God together, some with voices as clear as crystal and some with voices as course as gravel, but there is something wonderful about the mixture of those voices altogether giving praise in worship and enjoying God. Friends, let us worship the Lord. Let us enjoy Him. Let us delight in Him. On Sundays and through every day of the week this is a key to our victory in this life.  We cannot win against sin, temptation, and the evil one unless our heart is filled with joy in God. We cannot because lesser joys will seem so much more alluring if we do not embrace and hold close and dear to us the ultimate joy of God. The song's gotta come from the heart.  

The third key is a commitment to purity as we see in Verse 4 (NIV):
These are those who did not defile themselves with women, for they kept themselves pure.

The world of the Antichrist will be a world of rampant sexual sin. II Peter 3:3 (NIV) tells us that men and women in those days will follow after their own lusts.
Today, our society is throwing away moral restraint to almost every form of sexual perversion. There is almost nothing that is off limits; just a few are on that list. That day in the future will see an intensification and proliferation of impurity of every kind. These 144,000 provide an example for us by their commitment to sexual purity, and it will not be easy for these men. They undoubtedly will face tremendous temptation to compromise and engage in the lusts of the flesh. Satan will see to it that temptation is thrown in their direction, temptation in the midst of a culture in which everyone would mock them for their standards. These 144,000 provide an example for us of their commitment to purity. They kept themselves chaste. They know that victory depends upon it. 

Proverbs 6:32 (NIV) says this:

The one who commits adultery with a woman is lacking sense; he who would destroy himself does it.

Do you want to win the battle? Keep yourself pure. 
How does victory depend upon a commitment to sexual purity? There are four ways for us to consider.
First, sexual impurity robs a man or woman of spiritual strength to battle that sin and all the other sins as well as to serve God. Proverbs 6:25-28 (NAS) says this:

26 For on account of a harlot one is reduced to a loaf of bread. And an adulteress
 hunts for the precious life. 27 Can a man take fire in his bosom and his clothes not be burned? 28 Or can a man walk on hot coals, and his feet not be scorched?

How strong is a loaf of bread? This says that on account of sexual immorality one’s spiritual strength is sapped to the point of being a loaf of bread. Have you ever attacked a hill with a loaf of bread in your hand? 
Secondly, sexual impurity weighs a man or woman down with guilt and shame. It keeps a person in deceit and causes him or her to hide from God. Have you ever tried to run a marathon with a one-hundred pound pack strapped to your back? That is what it is like to win a war with sexual impurity strapped around your waist. Who would try to do it? Who would be foolish enough to keep that pack strapped on when they know that endeavor is before them? David understood the weight that sexual sin lays upon the soul, and we learn from him through his negative example as he gave himself to the sin of adultery and tried to hide it. In Psalm 32:3-4 (NIV), he writes:

3 When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. 4 for day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.
Friends, I urge you to free yourself from this encumbrance. 

Third, sexual immorality opens us to God’s sharp discipline and to loss of reward. The apostle Paul will say in I Corinthians 9:27 (NAS):

…I buffet my body and make it my slave, lest possibly, after I have preached to others, I myself should be disqualified.

Then he writes in I Corinthians 10:8 (NIV):

We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did – and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died.
He is pointing us to the fact that God is holy, and He will not turn a blind eye to sin, not even secret sin. The consequences of sexual sin often are not immediate, understand that. That is not what the Bible teaches. The moment you sin sexually, at that moment you will experience consequences. The consequences to sexual sin are most often not immediate, but those consequences are certain the Scripture says. Consider Esau who gave away his birthright of blessing for a pot of stew. He was hungry, and his hunger drove him. At the time any price seemed worthy in order to get at that good tasting food. I am sure it tasted great and satisfied his hunger for a little while. But, it was only after he ate it and after the hunger returned he realized the tremendous cost he gave in order to eat that bowl of stew. He knew that he paid far too much. Friends, a future day will arrive for everyone who eats the soup of sexual immorality. There will be a day when we realize that we have paid far too much if we engage in it.

Fourth, perhaps this is the worst consequence of all, sexual immorality makes us blind to God and His glory. Jesus will say in Matthew 5:8 (NIV):

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

Sexual immorality keeps men and women from seeing God and seeing His joy. David, in Psalm 51:10, 12 (NIV), says,

10 Create in me a pure heart, O God…12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation…
David wanted to see God.  He understood the joy of what it meant to see God and walk in God’s presence, and now he was shut out into this darkness of his guilt and shame of this sin. No one can win the spiritual war for their soul without a commitment to sexual purity.

Is there sexual impurity of any kind in your life? You cannot win the battle for your soul as long as you are giving yourself to it. You will lose over and over again. You cannot isolate this part of your spiritual life from every other part. Flee from sexual immorality, and do whatever it takes. If it takes, as Jesus said in metaphorical terms, cut off your right hand if it is causing you to sin sexually. Pluck out your right eye if it is causing you to sin sexually. He is telling us to go to extreme measures to get rid of this sin in your life. Your very life depends upon it. 
The fourth key to winning this battle is a commitment to Jesus. This is such a great line in Verse 4 (NIV):
They follow the Lamb wherever he goes…

What a great epitaph that is for a grave stone, “He followed the Lamb wherever he went.” No restraint. No refusals. No excuses. Wherever the Lamb took them, they gladly followed, even into difficult places, even into places where it seemed that they may have to give up their very lives. It does not matter the dangers, the difficulties, or the diversions that stood in their path, they keep their eyes set upon their Lord, and we have to ask, “Where is my commitment? Can this be said of me? Wherever Jesus goes that is where I am willing to follow." Half-way commitment to the Lord Jesus will not win the battle.
In reading Stephen Ambrose’s book, I am moved by the commitment that these young soldiers had to their country and to their superior officers. So often they were sent into battles from which they knew that they would not likely return alive, or at least whole. Yet they got up out of their foxholes, and they charged. How can men do that? It is a key to winning the battles. It is only through commitment and belief in the one that you are following is worthy to be followed. We of all people have a Commander who is so worthy to march forward, and we can trust Him. He promises to protect us. He promises to provide. 
John Wesley once said, “Give me a hundred men who love nothing but God and hate nothing but sin, and I will shake the world for Christ!” Why is the church so weak in transforming our culture? Could it be that the people within the church of Jesus Christ are not committed? They are not willing to follow wherever the Lord Jesus will lead them. May God send a revival to our hearts.
The fifth key to winning the battle is a dedication to service. Again, we read from Verse 4 (NIV):
They were purchased from among men and offered as firstfruits to God and the Lamb.

In the Old Testament, first fruits are given to God in special dedication to Him. They were uniquely set. All the fruit of the field was God's, but this first fruit that came in was uniquely set aside for His use and for His purpose. I believe that this purpose and design was not lost on these 144,000 men. I believe it drove them: “We are among the 144,000. God has given us a unique purpose and design.  Let us march forward.” I believe the fact that they had such clarity regarding their lives’ mission helped them to win the battle. I believe that the first place to start is to ask the question, “Have I been purchased among men by God?” Some of you may say, “I am not sure that I have such a unique purpose set upon my life.” Have you been redeemed? Have you been purchased out of slavery to sin, purchased from the kingdom of darkness and made as citizens in the Kingdom of Light? Have you been born again? Have you been made anew? I cannot tell you that a person yet unredeemed has this kind of purpose, because Scripture says all who die in their sin die, and they are forever separated from God. They don’t have purposed. Have you been redeemed?

The Lord tells us that if we believe on Him and if we trust in Him that He will redeem us. He will purchase us. If you are a born-again believer, the Bible says you are like the 144,000 in that you are given a God-designed intention, work and purpose. Ephesians 2:10 (NIV) says this most clearly:

For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

God, before we came to Him, had elected in His mind to come to us, to redeem us, and He set us aside for a specific purpose and for a specific work. Some will ask the question, “How do I know what God’s work, His purpose, is for me to accomplish? How do I know His will?” I think these keys help us. If we depend upon God’s strength, if we enjoy Him in worship, if we commit ourselves to sexual purity, if we submit to Jesus Christ and are willing to follow wherever He leads, I believe that purpose will become crystal clear for us.
Bruce Egger was one of the citizen soldiers of World War II. He was in college when he was called to join the war effort. He arrived in France for combat in October, 1944, and he served in almost continuous front-line action. He never missed a day of duty. He had his close calls, most notably a piece of shrapnel was stopped by the New Testament in the breast pocket of his field jacket, but he was never wounded. In his memoirs, Egger spoke for all his buddies in the war, “More than four decades have passed since those terrible months when we endured the mud of Lorraine, the bitter cold of Ardennes, and the dank cellars of Saarlutern. We were miserable and cold and exhausted most of the time. We were all scared to death. But we were young and strong then, possessed of the marvelous resilience of youth, and for all the misery and fear and hating every moment of it the war was a great, if always terrifying, adventure. Not a man among us would want to go through it again, but we are all proud of having been so severely tested and found adequate.”
For some of you the battle is harder than for others. I acknowledge that, but I tell you, let us look forward to the day of hope, that day when Jesus returns.  But that day will arrive.  Let us never forget that day will arrive. While you may say, “I would never want to have to go through what I went through while I was on the earth ever again,” I believe on that day you will be so glad and so rejoicing that you went through it, and you came out victorious. Let us keep that hope in view.

How much more eternal joy will we have in serving the Lord Jesus Christ throughout our lives? The battle is not forever. It is for a short time. Let us win it by God’s power.

Let’s close with a reading from Hebrews 10:32-39 (NIV):
32Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you stood your ground in a great contest in the face of suffering. 33Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated. 34You sympathized with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions. 

35So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. 36You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised. 

37For in just a very little while,  

"He who is coming will come and will not delay. 
    
38But my righteous one will live by faith. 
   
And if he shrinks back, 
   
I will not be pleased with him."  (Habakkuk 2:3, 4 NIV)
39But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved.

