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Scriptural Foundation: Revelation 14:6-12
The Three Angels 

6Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal Gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. 7He said in a loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water." 

8A second angel followed and said, "Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great, which made all the nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries." 

9A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: "If anyone worships the beast and his image and receives his mark on the forehead or on the hand, 10he, too, will drink of the wine of God's fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. He will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb. 11And the smoke of their torment rises forever and ever. There is no rest day or night for those who worship the beast and his image, or for anyone who receives the mark of his name." 12This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey God's commandments and remain faithful to Jesus. 

This past Thursday, a nineteen-year-old named Dan was driving his black Ford Fusion through a suburb of Detroit. Dan and four friends were out for a fun time together when Dan looked ahead at a railroad crossing. The lights were flashing, the black and white arm of the railroad gate had come down to cut off direct access to the road, and the ding-ding-ding of the railroad bells were ringing loudly.  A white suburban ahead had already stopped for a full 16 seconds to wait for the train. At this point Dan made a fatal decision. He decided to ignore the warnings that foretold of the approaching train and to cross the tracks anyway. The Amtrak train was barreling down the tracks at 67 miles per hour with 170 people on board. Dan raced around the stopped SUV, around the gate and onto the track . . . CRASH. The train smashed into Dan’s car pushing it a mile down the tracks after impact. Dan and all four of his friends in the car died from the tremendous collision: 14-year-old Jessica, who lived blocks from the accident; her boyfriend, 18-year-old Eddie; 19-year-old Sean from the Detroit area; and his 21-year-old brother, Terrence of Stafford, VA, and Dan, 19. They all perished in this avoidable tragedy. Dan may or may not have seen the Amtrak train rolling toward him, but he surely saw the gate and the flashing red lights.  These were meant to warn him to stop his car before he entered into a dangerous crossing. They were meant to warn him of the real danger of a moving train. Why didn’t Dan stop his vehicle? Canton Township police spokesman Sgt. Mark Gajeski commented, "There is no indication alcohol or anything else was involved other than bad judgment." That one horrible decision created irreversible and grave consequences not only for himself, but also for his friends. The warning lights, bells, and gate were all put in position so that this kind of tragedy would be avoided, yet all these warnings did not keep Dan from driving into the path of that deadly train. So here is the principle we glean from this sad story: warning signs are for our benefit, and ignoring them can be fatal.

Wherever there is spiritual danger to our lives, God leaves messages of warning. God has no desire that men or women should perish, but that all would come to repentance, so he gives remedial warnings that teach us how we can have life and how we can keep ourselves from the punishment that our own sins deserve. These warnings are given all throughout sacred Scripture from the first pages to the last pages. God gave the first man, Adam a warning in Genesis 2:16-17 (NIV): 

16 And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."

God could have just given a command, but, no. He coupled His command with a warning. He told of the consequences ahead before the consequences were experienced. God’s message to man is filled with both precious promises and with dire warnings from Genesis to Revelation. God is as serious about His warnings as He is about His promises. Yet somewhere along the way the church has gotten into her thinking that she should only teach the positive promises of God without mention of His severe warnings. There is an attitude that anything that is frightening is somehow unworthy of God and of His church, but a church has to neglect huge portions of sacred Scripture to avoid the clarity of God’s warnings to mankind. Indeed, the very content of the Gospel necessarily is one of both promise and of warning. 
In our study of Revelation 14:6-12, we find that God gives both promise and warning through three angelic messengers. I have to tell you that these are hard truths. These are difficult, hard truths, even startling truths that we will be discussing today. They are difficult for many to accept. But they are truths, God’s Truths, and they are given to us by God to rescue us, to keep us from avoidable tragedy, and to help us to enjoy God and to bring Him glory. 

Our passage presents us with three messages from three different angels. These messages contain hope and grace, but they also contain strong warnings. We plan to examine each of these messages one at a time.  

The first message is fear God. The second message is Babylon is fallen. The third message is one of torment forever and ever. Each of these messages contains hope and grace, but they also contain strong warnings. 

In our study of the first part of this chapter, in a vision, John sees Jesus standing in Jerusalem with the 144,000 Jewish witnesses. The Lord Jesus has returned triumphantly to the earth and now stands victorious with the 144,000 who were sovereignly protected by God through the Tribulation period. The very end is now in view in this vision. Remember that Chapters 12 through 15 are not a chronological presentation so much as a thematic mural, a snapshot, of the events which stretch across the Tribulation period and to the coming of Jesus. The descriptions of Chapters 12 through 15 move forward and backward in time without discussion of sequence. In Verse 5 the coming of Jesus in power and in glory is in view, but beginning in Verse 6 we back up chronologically, and we are transported back into the Tribulation period before the coming of Jesus. John describes three angels in Verses 6 through 12 that present themselves during the Tribulation, and I believe that this is right at the very end of the Tribulation period; angels whom God employs to deliver three specific messages to people who are living in those last days of the Great Tribulation.

We consider the message from the first angel and it is summed up in the words: “Fear God” as we consider Verse 6 (NIV):
6 Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth-to every nation, tribe, language and people. 
God often used angels in the Scriptures to communicate messages to man. He used angels to give the Israelites the Law of Moses. He used angels to announce the birth of Jesus to shepherds who were standing in the field. He used an angel to tell Peter to eat pork and to join in fellowship with Gentiles. We have many examples of angelic communication, but from the time of the death and resurrection of Jesus, the role of communicating the Gospel, the role of proclaiming the Good News, has always been reserved for God’s people. He told his disciples that this would be His method in Acts 1:8 (NIV), 
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

It is God’s method, and it is God’s plan, in this current age to use people. He could use angels to present the Good News of Jesus, but He uses people like you and me; that God sent His Son into this world, born of a virgin, living a perfectly sinless life, dying upon the cross, being buried, and raised the third day proving that His sacrifice for sin was accepted by God, ascending into Heaven, and promising one day to return to this earth in power and glory. God intends for us, His people, to proclaim this message to our world. In Revelation 14 we learn that at a certain point in the Tribulation, the Gospel will be proclaimed to men and women through an angel.  Think of that! This is a great change in God’s methodology, and He does it to demonstrate one more time in these last days the magnificence of His patience and the greatness of His grace towards those who sin against Him. Remember from Chapter 7, God had already sealed the 144,000 human witnesses that God has set aside previous to His angel, that He is going to protect and keep alive so that they can continue to witness throughout this entire period. From our study in Chapter 11, God sets aside two specific witnesses to whom He had given supernatural abilities to perform miracles, two witnesses who gain the whole world’s attention. All of these men are going to be proclaiming the Lord Jesus and proclaiming His Gospel in the days of the Tribulation. 
But now God sends an angel to fly in midair . . . imagine that. People will be able to see this angel. They will be able to look up into the sky and hear this angel proclaim this message. How great and merciful is our God to send a messenger to those people in that time. This angel is flying above the earth and is not able to be silenced or harmed as he proclaims the eternal Gospel to those who live on the earth. He will be like the Blue Angels flying above in the sky for all to see. He will have complete liberty to proclaim God’s good news without anyone being able to stop him.  And this angel will be VERY busy, for he is going to proclaim the Gospel to every nation, tribe, language and people on the earth. This will be one of the very last messengers that God sends to a world which is in rebellion against Him. This is one more warning that God gives; one more statement of God’s grace and His promise to those who would repent and believe. God is so magnificently patient.  

Notice the message that this angel proclaims. It is called the “eternal gospel” in Verse 6 or the “everlasting Gospel” as the King James Version translates it. Some very fine scholars such as John Walvoord suggest that this is not the Gospel of grace that has been presented though the Epistles in the New Testament, the Gospel of salvation that is taught. But, rather, it is something different. Walvoord writes, “The eternal Gospel seems to be neither the gospel of grace nor the gospel of the kingdom, but rather the good news that God at last is about to deal with the world in righteousness and establish His sovereignty over the world. . . To refer to the gospel of grace as an everlasting gospel is to ignore the context and usage of the term.”  

I have a fond affection and deep respect for Dr. Walvoord. He was the most humble Bible scholar that I have ever met in my life, but Dr. Walvoord is in heaven now, and I think that he has a different view of this passage today.  I see no reason whatsoever that this eternal Gospel would be any other than the Gospel of Jesus that has been proclaimed from the first to last, that has been delivered once and for all to the saints. This Gospel is the eternal Gospel because it offers eternal life to all who would believe in Jesus. This Gospel is the eternal Gospel because it is the same message of life and forgiveness that God had planned to offer man before time began. This is the eternal Gospel because it began in the mind, in the plan, in the counsel of God in eternity past and is worked out through current time.  It will be valuable and enjoyed for all of eternity in the future for those who repent and believe in the Lord Jesus. The very fact that it is called the eternal Gospel shows that this Gospel is identical with the Gospel that has been given to man by God from the beginning of creation. There can only be one Gospel message.  Paul will write, in Galatians 1:8 (NIV),

8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! 

That one Gospel may have different emphases at different times, but it is the same Gospel. The Scriptures call this one Gospel by many names and different adjectives: the Gospel of grace, the Gospel of Christ, the Gospel of peace, the Gospel of God, the glorious Gospel, and here the eternal Gospel. Each of these names is descriptive of different aspect of this message and of its impact. This Gospel is the Gospel of God because it is from God. It is the Gospel of Jesus Christ because it is centered on Him. It is a Gospel of grace because it offers grace to sinners. It is the Gospel of peace because it brings peace to those who receive it. It is the glorious Gospel because it ushers us into glory, and it is the eternal Gospel because it connects us to eternity.  

This Gospel is the Good News that tells people like you and me how we can be rescued from the punishment that our sins justly deserve and how we can have eternal life, a real relationship with the living God. It calls us to faith in Jesus’ person and in Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for our sin. This angel is preaching what every other faithful servant of God has proclaimed throughout human history. This angel announces that Jesus is still knocking on the door of human hearts, even at this last hour. Even at the very last, closing moments before the Lord returns, the angel announces one more time that God’s heart is still towards those who would humble themselves and repent and those who would believe; if anyone would open the door of their heart to Him and receive Him, even at this last, late hour, Jesus would come in and dine with them, enter into relationship with them and give them eternal life. Even now, right one the cusp of the coming of the Lord Jesus, God still extends opportunity.

Let me ask you a personal question, “Have you received Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior?” If not, what is keeping you from committing your life to the One who died on the cross for your sins, to the One who is offering you eternal life? What is the reason for your delay? Let me ask you another personal question. Imagine, during this service today, an angel would appear and fly around the room proclaiming this message, would you believe then?  
The people living in the Tribulation, all of them will be able to hear this angel. They can’t avoid it, but the majority of them still will not believe. The reason why a person refuses the invitation of God, the offer of God, the call of God, the command of God to repent and believe in the Lord Jesus is not because of the medium of the communication. The problem is the hardness of the human heart. Our flesh does not wish to submit to God and His rule regardless of the dynamic nature of the messenger. It will be true in that day, and it is true in our day as well. Friends, we need God’s grace to soften our hearts. Everyone who has come to faith in Jesus Christ didn’t come because they softened their own heart, we came because God did an amazing work of grace inside of us; a work that we never, ever get over. We always marvel, and that is why we sing about it. If you humbly seek after God, if you humbly ask Him to change your heart, to soften it so that you would receive Him, God will hear your prayer, and He will answer you, for everyone who seeks Him will find Him if you seek for Him with all your heart. There are many who proclaim to seek Him who really aren’t seeking Him. They are seeking after a god of their own design, of their own devices, and of their own whims. If you really are seeking the God who is there you will find Him, but you must come with a humble heart and ask Him for mercy and for grace. That is what we really need. 
Remember in Matthew 24:14 (NIV), Jesus says, 
14 “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.”
I believe Revelation 14 is the fulfillment of Matthew 24. This Gospel which Jesus has been proclaiming, and then the Apostles proclaimed, is going to be proclaimed by this angel. This angel is going to be very busy because he is going to proclaim it to every tribe and tongue and nation and language. Everyone is going to hear. No one is going to be without Christ because of ignorance in that last day. After the Gospel is proclaimed to everyone, Jesus says, in Matthew 24, “…and then the end will come.”    

Let us look at Verse 7 of Revelation 14:

7 He said in a loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water." 

There are three commands in Verse 14: fear God, give Him glory, and worship Him. These are all synonyms calling us to the same act. Notice that this angel speaks with a “loud voice”.  He speaks with a loud voice for the same reason that railroad crossing bells are loud.  God wants people to hear the message. He does not want anyone to think that this is a small matter. The warning is urgent, and it is a warning that is dire. “Fear God and give Him glory,” the angel calls out.  “Worship Him!!” 
The message is so pure, so untainted, so clear. The days of the Antichrist will be days in which many will fear the Antichrist and his totalitarian regime. Recall that the Antichrist will demand that everyone worship him and take his mark on their forehead or their right hand or they will not be able to buy or sell and will be put to death. Think of trying to stand against the Antichrist in those days. It is in this context that the angel comes and says, “Fear God!” The angel reminds us that God alone is to be feared.  
Jesus said this in Matthew 10:28 (NIV):

28 “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 

The Gospel creates a tension within everyone who hears it. If you understand the message of the Gospel, you realize that the Gospel demands that you make a choice. To make no choice at all is a choice. There are really only two choices: submission to the truth of God, or a refusal of submission to the truth of God. To do nothing is to refuse to submit to the truth of God in the person of Jesus. The Gospel is not a sign in the road.  It is a crossroads, and we have to choose one path or the other when we are confronted with the Gospel. This is important to realize when we share the Gospel with others. We are bringing them to a crossroads always; we are not putting up a sign for them that says, “Here is who Jesus is.” We are bringing them to a crossroads that says, “Now you have to choose.  Now that you have this information, now there is a choice that must be made.”  The choice is this: will I fear man or will I fear God? Whom do I respect? Whom will I honor? Many reject the Gospel because they fear other people. They are afraid of what a husband or a wife or a mom or a dad or a boss or co-workers will think. They are afraid of what their circle of friends will do: “Will they still accept me if I become this religious nut, if I devote myself to following Jesus?” “What will happen in my work place? Will my career advance, or will I be stifled because of these now, new-found convictions? What is going to happen if I follow Jesus Christ?” Many become afraid of man and of temporal loss. 

Here is what the angel says, “It is the eternal Gospel. It is the Gospel that is still the call for us today: Fear God? If you fear God, the choice will be simple because we don’t need to be afraid of those who can kill the body but we do need to be afraid of the One who can kill both body and soul. Fear God! Respect Him! Give Him glory! Worship Him!” Again, I believe these commands are the same. The call of the Gospel is the call for us to revere God, to adore God, to honor God, to glorify God, to worship God, and to fear God.

How do we learn to fear God? The answer is in the Gospel. It is through the Gospel that we learn to fear God. The Gospel introduces us to God’s nature and to His character, and when we see God’s glory through the Gospel, the natural response of the one who sees the wonder, the awesomeness, the majesty of God through the Gospel, the natural response will be to fear Him, to follow Him, to worship Him, and to give Him glory. 
Remember in Revelation 1:12-17, John writes about the first vision he receives:

12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone "like a son of man," dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 

John is seeing the majesty, the glory of God, in the face of Jesus. 

On the one hand we have Jesus, through this angel, crying out, “Fear God,” and on the other hand we see Jesus, in Chapter 1, saying, “Do not be afraid…” Which is it? We are called to fear God yet not be afraid. This seems to be a contradiction. There are two principles regarding the fear of God that emerge from Verse 17. First, the more that we see His majesty, the more we see His sovereign power, the more we learn of His love, the more we will fear Him. We ask God, as we pursue the fear of God, to show us more of His glory. We expect to see more of His glory through His word as His spirit reveals God’s glory to us through the Revelation that God has given to us through His Son Jesus. The person who knows God is the person who fears Him. The second is that fearing God is not the same as being afraid of God. John fell on his face before God the Son, and Jesus told him, “Do not be afraid.”  
There is an interesting verse in Exodus 20:20 (NIV) where we find Moses teaching the same lesson that Jesus teaches in Revelation 1: 

20 Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning."

Moses draws a contrast between being afraid of God and fearing God because fearing God is helpful. It keeps us from sinning. Being afraid of God is unhelpful. It drives us away from Him. There is a distinction between those two. Being afraid of God leads us to distrust Him, and it leads us to disobedience. It causes us to treat God like a slave treats a cruel master, shrinking away and hiding, but fearing God draws us closer to Him. We want to be in the presence of His glory, of His awe, of His might and of His mercy. It motivates us to obey Him. Biblical fear of God causes us to worship and adore God. It gives us the confidence that God’s promises are so amazing that now we can come boldly before His throne because of the blood of Jesus and what it has done for us. Biblical fear hinders us from mocking Him. It hinders us from treating Him with contempt as though it matters little about our decisions and our practical life. “We can get by with anything because God, after all, must forgive us.” Biblical fear teaches us that that is not true. Biblical fear also causes us to run towards Him in faith because we need Him so, rather than away from Him in unbelief.

The message of the second angel is that Babylon is fallen, in Verse 8 (NIV),
8 A second angel followed and said, "Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great, which made all the nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries."
This second angel is not proclaiming the good news of the offer of salvation, but this angel is proclaiming a message of doom and judgment. In Scripture Babylon is a center for idolatry and false worship. The first reference to Babylon in the Bible is in Genesis 10 and 12, the tower of Babel. A God-hater named Nimrod founded this city, and this city was the first city to dedicate itself to idolatry. It was the first government-sanctioned idolatry that we find in Scripture. It was the government saying, “We are going to make an idol, and we are going to worship god the way we want to worship god.” This first Babel brought people together around a false god and a false worship. You may remember the Bible story of how God came down from heaven, a note of irony, and He had to stoop to find this little thing that they were building to reach heaven.  In judgment He confused their languages.

I remember reading this story as a child, and this story really bothered me. I had read about wars and rumors of wars as a little boy and I thought, “Why would God confuse the languages that created wars and created this party spirit that caused the world to be in so much unrest? Wouldn’t it be nice for everyone to speak the same language and everyone look similarly and be all one nation? Then we wouldn’t have all these problems.” I needed to think more about the Scripture in this regard. 
Here is the principle of all this: God would rather divide men against each other than allow men to join hands in peace together around a false god. That is a huge principle, and the church has forgotten it. God would rather have a context in which man’s sinful-heart attitude would be capable of warring against each other than have a context in which all man is at peace as they bow down before a false god. 

What is more destructive, war which kills men’s body or idolatry which destroys men’s souls? It is an act of God’s judgment, but it is also an act of God’s grace. 

Idolatry is the source of so much wickedness and rebellion. Let me illustrate why God would rather people be in conflict with each other than have people united around false gods: if you have a barrel full of apples and one goes bad, what will happen to all the apples in that barrel in a short time?  They all become corrupted in the same degree and in the same way because they are in contact with each other and corruption breeds corruption. What if you individually wrap those apples with newspaper and put them in a barrel and one goes bad? One goes bad, but it doesn’t affect the whole lot, the whole barrel. I think that this is the story of the United States history up to this point.  The United States has been wrapped in the paper of God’s grace and has been a place of freedom, a place of religious liberty, a light in this world, and a place of moral righteousness. This is not to say that she has been a pristine place without spot. No, there are many places where she has had dark spots arise – slavery and abortion are the two most glaring ones. In her 233 year history she has been a source of light in a world filled with the darkness of Communism, of Fascism, of denial of basic human rights, of government sponsored religious idolatry, of religious persecution. I believe that confusing the languages was an act of grace; it was an act of God wrapping paper around little countries and nations and tribes so that if one group went bat it would not infect the whole wildly, rapidly, all at once. There would be some spots in the world that would be protected to some degree, even in this world of fallenness. I am concerned for my country today though, and pray for God to send a spiritual revival.

Babylon! Fallen! Fallen is Babylon!

This is a symbol in the last day of this idolatrous government that the Antichrist has set up. It seems so large, so massive, and so powerful, that nothing is going to be able to stand against it. Every military might in the world has crumbled into place and into submission to this one. Every religious leader has bowed before the Antichrist, save those who follow Jesus Christ. This seems like a juggernaut that is unable to be stopped, moving along in the world if you are living at this time, and here is this message from this angel, “Fallen! Fallen is Babylon!” It hasn’t happened yet, but it is written in present tense because it is so sure. Babylon is not going to fall until Jesus comes, but this messenger wants the saints, first of all, to know that this government which seems so mighty and so powerful is going to come to an end. But, he also wants those who are connected to this government to think before they commit themselves to it because he wants them to know that this “government that you are connecting yourselves to because you are afraid of this Antichrist or because you think this Antichrist is so spectacular and powerful, know that it is going to fall, that God with a breath is going to breathe upon this massive world-government, and it is going to fall like a house of cards.” 
God communicates to those living in the Tribulation, that they will be happy that they resisted allegiance to the Antichrist in that last day. Only Jesus’ Kingdom lasts forever. All others will crumble and fall. The application for us today is that it may seem like loyalty to Jesus Christ will not pay off and sometimes if you are living in this world, particularly if you are being persecuted for your faith, it may seem to you that loyalty to Jesus will not pay off. You may wonder, “Am I really on the winning side of all of this or is the winning side filled with immorality, filled with idolatry, and filled with rebellion against God?” This can be true in a work environment where you are tempted to compromise, or in a group of friends where God is not being honored by activities and attitudes. This can be true in a family that resists the Lordship of Jesus.  In so many places there is pressure to conform to this world around you, to succumb to the lie and deception that this world really is great and the world is going to continue on forever and ever. 

The apostle Paul would say in Romans 12:1 (NIV),

1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.

You will not be disappointed if you resist conforming to this world.
The apostle John would write in I John 2:15-17 (NIV):
15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For everything in the world--the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does--comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.

Now let us consider this third angel and his message: torment forever and ever. In Verse 9 (NIV),
9 A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: "If anyone worships the beast and his image and receives his mark on the forehead or on the hand, 10 he, too, will drink of the wine of God's fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. He will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment rises for ever and ever. There is no rest day or night for those who worship the beast and his image, or for anyone who receives the mark of his name."

What a solemn word this is: the message that those who turn away from Jesus the Messiah will have to drink of the wine of God’s fury. That is true for the saints and for those who live in the Tribulation period, and it is also true for those who live in our day.  This angel announces specifically to those living in the Tribulation, the eternal damnation of all those refuse the mercy of God in Jesus, but it is also a message for us. It is written for our benefit as well.

This verse speaks of God’s fury. It speaks of individuals drinking of the wine of God’s fury. These individuals will be “tormented” with burning sulfur, and their torment, in Verse 11 says, will last “forever and ever.” These are the most sobering and serious words written in this Revelation so far, and we have read some very serious words; serious words of God’s temporal judgment throughout the Tribulation, but this takes us beyond the present time and takes us into eternity. This is something more awful, and it takes our breath away when we think of it.  We don’t like to think of it. 
We will think much more deeply about the doctrine of Hell when we get to Revelation 19 and 20, but let us concern ourselves with a few truths this passage teaches us about Hell. There is much confusion about Hell in our day, but this confusion comes not from the reading of the Scripture for the Scripture is rather clear. It comes from our resistance to this doctrine. God is as clear about the doctrine of Hell as He is about any other essential doctrine in the Bible. Once again we read what it says and what it clearly means. It means what it says. (Revelation 14:10-11 NIV):

10 …he, too, will drink of the wine of God's fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. He will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment rises forever and ever.

What do the words “tormented with burning sulfur” mean? They mean the infliction of unbearable pain. What do the words “forever and ever” mean? They mean forever and ever. It is not hard. It is pretty clear. Literally, this term, in Greek, means “into the ages of ages.” This is the strongest expression of eternity of which the Greek language is capable.  You cannot say “forever” in a stronger way than what John writes here about the torment of those who refuse the Messiah. To add to the force of this description, the text continues, “There is no rest day or night for those who worship the beast or those who reject the Messiah.” This intense pain will be unrelieved, unmitigated, never diminished, never quieted. From Revelation 14 any serious reader should know that hell is real; it is very, very painful; and it lasts forever and ever. 

Some people argue with this angel and with Scripture. They say, “The god I know would never actually permit some of his creatures to suffer forever and ever in torment.”  But this is not an argument from Scripture. It is a rejection of Scripture. Others may suggest, “Well, they will suffer for a little while and then be released from God’s judgment either through annihilation or through salvation.” But, this is not what the Bible teaches. That is not what Jesus taught, either. I do not teach you about hell with glee in my voice. I shudder when I think about this place of torment. Someone may ask, “Is God using fear as a motivation to bring people to faith in Jesus? Is that what is happening here? Is God using fear to motivate people?”  Yes, frankly, yes, He is.
I am sure that Dan’s parents wish today in the ache of their heart as their son and his four friends are gone from this world, that Dan would have been afraid when he saw the warnings that were on the railroad tracks; that he would have been motivated by fear to stop, if nothing else stopped him that he would be motivated by fear because he would be alive, as well as his four friends.

It is a fearful thing to die in your sins, and it is a loving thing to communicate it and that is what God does. In His amazing mercy and grace He communicates it so clearly so that we will not miss it. 

Warning signs are for our benefit and ignoring them can be fatal.
This morning I tell you about hell, not because I find a particular joy in it, but I tell you about a real hell because it is real, and hell is avoidable. No one needs ever to suffer in it for the Lord Jesus has suffered in your place, for your sins. He drank the cup of God’s wrath for you so that He could offer you the cup of salvation. You need only to come to him and receive mercy through His work for you. The Bible is so clear: confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, and you will be rescued from hell and given heaven.
God is so very clear. Fear Him! Glorify Him!  Worship Him!

If you have never trusted in Jesus Christ as your Savior, I urge you to consider the claim of Jesus, consider His warnings to you, and consider His promises of grace and mercy. He will provide for you in everything He promises. Come to Him.
July 12, 2009

 “Give Glory to God!

Revelation 14:6-12
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