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Scriptural Foundation: Revelation 14:12-20
12This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey God's commandments and remain faithful to Jesus.  13Then I heard a voice from heaven say, "Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on." "Yes," says the Spirit, "they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them."
The Harvest of the Earth 
14I looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one "like a son of man" with a crown of gold on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15Then another angel came out of the temple and called in a loud voice to him who was sitting on the cloud, "Take your sickle and reap, because the time to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is ripe." 16So he who was seated on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested. 

17Another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 18Still another angel, who had charge of the fire, came from the altar and called in a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, "Take your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes from the earth's vine, because its grapes are ripe." 19The angel swung his sickle on the earth, gathered its grapes and threw them into the great winepress of God's wrath. 20They were trampled in the winepress outside the city, and blood flowed out of the press, rising as high as the horses' bridles for a distance of 1,600 stadia.

Robert Louis Stevenson, the famous author of Treasure Island, grew up in a devout Christian home in the mid-1800s. He was raised to know and to believe the Bible. However, when Robert left home to attend Edinburgh University, he left the faith of his parents behind him. At the university, Robert formed a club that had as the opening line of its constitution, “Ignore everything that our parents taught us.” After Robert told his father that he no longer believed in Jesus Christ, his father wrote to Robert out of the depth of his sorrow, “You have rendered my whole life a failure.” Despite his disappointment, his father continued to love Robert, regularly sending him money to help him with his debts and praying for his son. His mother also was crushed by Robert’s apostasy, and she would write to him, “This is the heaviest affliction that has ever befallen me.”

Robert later noted to an unbelieving friend, “It was really pathetic to hear my father praying pointedly for me today at family worship, and to think the poor man’s supplications were addressed to nothing better able to hear and answer than the chandelier.” The path of unbelief would not be altered in Robert’s life. Robert began to visit pubs and brothels as his pocketbook would allow. He eventually pursued a married woman. She divorced her husband and married him. They sailed to the Samoan Islands in the South Seas where Robert died suddenly at age 44 of a cerebral hemorrhage in 1894. He wrote that “the sods cover us, and the worm that never dies, the conscience sleeps well at last, [and life is a] pilgrimage from nothing to nowhere.”  

In contrast to Robert Louis Stevenson, who lived without Christ and who considered life to be a pilgrimage from nothing to nowhere, stands Polycarp, a man who lived centuries before Stevenson was born. For Polycarp, Jesus Christ was everything, and life was a pilgrimage from grace to glory. Polycarp was the bishop of Smyrna in the Second Century. He became a Christian through a discussion with the apostle John and through others who had seen the risen Lord Jesus.

Polycarp's greatest contribution to Christianity may be his martyr's death. His martyrdom stands as one of the most well documented events of antiquity. The emperors of Rome had unleashed bitter attacks against the Christians during this period, and members of the early church recorded many of the persecutions and deaths. Polycarp was arrested on the charge of being a Christian -- a member of a politically dangerous cult whose rapid growth needed to be squelched. Amidst an angry mob, the Roman proconsul took pity on such a gentle old man and urged Polycarp to proclaim, "Caesar is Lord". If only Polycarp would make this declaration (he didn’t even have to mean it), if he only said those words and offer a small pinch of incense to Caesar's statue he would escape torture and death. To this offer Polycarp responded, "Eighty-six years I have served Christ, and He never did me any wrong. How can I blaspheme my King who saved me?" Polycarp refused to deny His Lord and Savior, and thus, was burned alive at the stake. 

Here are two different men, living two different lives and dying two very different deaths.  They represent two major philosophies in this world. For the one life is a pilgrimage “from nothing to no where”; “eat, drink and be merry” (Luke 12:19b, NIV) for tomorrow we die. For the other, life is a pilgrimage from grace to glory; “for me to live is Christ and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21, NIV). Each of these men made a decision regarding the person of Jesus Christ. For the one, Jesus was nothing. To the other, Jesus was everything. Both came to recognize that what one did with Jesus carried huge, practical implications for their lives. Either Jesus was everything and worth living and dying for or Jesus is nothing and worth giving no thought to whatsoever. They realized that what one cannot do is to receive Jesus superficially, to have Jesus at the periphery, but not at the center. They realized that Jesus demanded one’s very life. One considered that Jesus was worthy of such devotion, the other that Jesus was worthy to be discarded. 
In Revelation 14, we are introduced to men and women who are confronted with this same decision, and it is a decision that you and I are confronted with as well: is Jesus worthy of life and is Jesus worthy of death? We will follow two reasons that the apostle John records to convince us that Jesus is indeed worthy to devote ourselves wholly to, two reasons to persevere in the faith and not abandon the Lord when difficulty arises, and to never abandon the Lord when trial and temptation arise. 

We are going to study two reasons to persevere in the faith: first, to gain God’s blessing, and second, to avoid God’s judgment.
Remember the context of our passage: in the first part of Chapter 14, from Verses 1 through 5, John records a vision in which he sees Jesus standing in Jerusalem with the 144,000 Jewish witnesses, witnesses who have been protected and sovereignly sealed by God through the Tribulation period so that when Jesus returns in this vision they are seen standing with Him, having survived the oppression of the Antichrist. The very end of human history is now in view in this vision. Remember that Chapters 12 through 15 are not a chronological presentation so much as a discussion of the events of this Tribulation period without a discussion of sequence. In Verse 5, the coming of Jesus in power is in view so that means the time of the Tribulation is now over in that part of the vision. But beginning in Verse 6, we are transported back into the period of the Tribulation to concern ourselves with some of the events there; John records three angels, in Verses 6 through 12, whom God employs to deliver three messages to people who are living in the days of the Great Tribulation. The first angel cries out, “Fear God!”  He proclaims the Eternal Gospel to the people living in the Tribulation period indicating that there is still time to repent of their sin and believe in Jesus as Savior and to be rescued from the wrath of God which is coming. The second angel cries out, “Babylon is fallen!” This angel encourages the saints to love not the world or the things in the world, for the world is passing away, but the one who does the will of the God and perseveres, that is the one who abides forever!  The third angel has the most sobering message of all. He warns the inhabitants of the earth of the eternal wrath of God. 
Let us read again his sobering warning beginning in Verse 9 (NIV):

9 A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: "If anyone worships the beast and his image and receives his mark on the forehead or on the hand, 10 he, too, will drink of the wine of God's fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. He will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment rises forever and ever. There is no rest day or night for those who worship the beast and his image, or for anyone who receives the mark of his name."

These angels want us to know that what we do with Jesus makes a huge impact upon this life and the life which is to come. This message also is meant to continue to encourage the saints who are living in the Tribulation to not give up the faith in the midst of the pressure and the temptation. While this is written very specifically for their sake, saints who are going to be alive yet in the future, it brings an important encouragement to us as well. It reminds us that we too need to persevere in the faith in our day. Though we may not yet have resisted temptation to the point of shedding our blood, we have a fight to win and a race to run. God urges us in Hebrews 121-4 (NAS):

1Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart. 4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin…
That day may come, but we have not resisted to the point of shedding blood. These during the Tribulation Period will undergo that kind of persecution and that kind of testing.

Again, the two reasons to persevere in the faith even in the midst of the most extreme pressure and temptation are to gain God’s blessing and to avoid God’s judgment. Let’s review Verse 12 (NIV):
12 This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey God's commandments and remain faithful to Jesus.

13 Then I heard a voice from heaven say, "Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on." "Yes," says the Spirit, "they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them."

I want to begin with the promise of Verse 13 and then work back to the call of God for endurance in Verse 12. Notice that a voice from heaven tells John to write this phrase: “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” Previously, God identified angels as bringing the messages, but here it is “a voice”. I believe that this voice is none other than the Lord Jesus, Himself. It is a voice from heaven and is the Lord Jesus who is about to come, about to return. 

He begins with the word “Blessed”.  Blessed means “happy”, “joyful”, “fully satisfied”.  It refers to a person who possesses a life worth envying, a person who has such inner joy that their peace and contentment is incontrovertible and unassailable. Every longing of their life is fulfilled. Now this promise of a blessed life follows the faithful believer all throughout Scripture. So often we see God saying, “Blessed is…” Psalm 1:1-2 (NIV) is a classic example.
1Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.  2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.
Or, Psalm 32:1 (NIV),

1Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
What joy, what fulfillment, and what satisfaction there is in knowing that we are forgiven. 

Psalm 40:4 (NIV):

4 Blessed is the man who makes the LORD his trust…
Proverbs 28:14 (NIV),

14 Blessed is the man who always fears the LORD…
Of course, we remember the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:3-6, NIV):

 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”
The path of Godliness is the path of full satisfaction; it is the path of joy; it is the path of completeness; it is the path of a purposed life. It is not the path of a life that is going “from nowhere to nothing”. It is the path of a life that is going from grace to glory – “Blessed is the man…” This leads to a question: how can we receive and have a blessed life? The Scripture tells us. How joyful is that that the Scripture explains to us the path of blessings from God. 

In Revelation there are going to be seven statements throughout this book in which God says, “Blessed is…” The first one we have already studied in Chapter 1, Verse 3 (NIV):

3 Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. 
God promises a special blessing to those who read, study, and apply this book. Many of you have communicated the blessing you have received since we began our study of Revelation. This should not surprise us as this is what God has promised.  
In Revelation 14:13 (NIV) is the second time Revelation describes a blessing to God’s own people, and what an unusual statement it is because it does not end the way we thought it was going to end. It doesn’t end the way we perhaps would have written it, for here the statement is made, “Blessed are the dead.” Our culture would not agree. The dead are the unfortunate ones, the ill-fated ones, the ones who did not receive blessing. But our Lord here tells us just the opposite. 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.
This does not mean that we Christians do not mourn or grieve over loved ones who die.  After all Jesus wept at the funeral of a friend. But it does mean that we do not despair for we know that death does not bring a curse upon our lives, but rather it brings a blessing: the moment a believer dies is the moment that they are transported into the presence of their Savior!

Those three little words at the end, “from now on,” are important because they remind us of the context. This is a specific blessing given to the saints who remain faithful during the Tribulation Period and who die a martyr’s death as the result of the persecution that they face in those last days; “blessed are those who die in the Lord from now on”. Not every saint living in the Tribulation will die a martyr’s death. Remember the 144,000 whom God sealed. They are protected, and they are seen standing triumphant, having endured the Tribulation and having lived through it. They are pictured standing with Jesus in victory. There will be many other believers living through the Tribulation Period who will not suffer death, but many saints will be martyred by the Antichrist’s holocaust during this time.  The Lord is giving a special word of reassurance to those who are going to die during this time when the world is so hostile against them. 
Remember that the Rapture of the church has already taken place. These saints will read their Scriptures during the time of the Tribulation, and they will be reading about the promise of the bodily resurrection. They will be reading I Corinthians 15. They will be reading John 14 and perhaps specifically I Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NIV), where Paul comforts the church prior to the Tribulation: 
13 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 14 We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede (in a bodily resurrection) those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage each other with these words.

These Tribulation saints will be living after the fulfillment of these promises, and they will ask, “What is left for us? The bodily resurrection has already taken place. If we die, is there any hope of a bodily resurrection, also? Did we miss the train? When God has promised to all through the church age that there is going to be a bodily resurrection, we just had come to Christ at too late a date and so when we die that blessing won’t be there for us!” That is why I believe these Tribulation saints are given a very special, specific word by the Lord Jesus: “Blessed are those who die in the Lord FROM NOW ON!!” He is saying, “Don’t worry. I gave the promise to the church that when they die they will be bodily raised from the dead ,and I am giving it to you now. Those who die from now on, I want you to know, you have not missed the blessing of this promise. I will see to it that you will have a bodily resurrection, too!! You, too, will rest from your labor and receive a reward for your faithfulness to the Lord Jesus!”
While this specific verse was written for a specific group of believers who are living in a specific time yet in human history, the principle encourages us in our day as well, for it matters not when we die or in what circumstance we die, if we die IN THE LORD, we are blessed. This is the consistent teaching of the Scripture all throughout, and it is wise to prepare for that day for it is very certain that very soon in God’s calendar, every one of us will leave this present world. Whether that “very soon” is eighty years from now for some of you younger ones or that “very soon” is tomorrow, it is “very soon” and “very certain” that unless the Lord returns to rapture His church, we too will be in this state so it is important for us to prepare for it and Scripture helps us in this. 

Notice that not every one who dies is promised God’s blessing. Verse 13 describes two conditions that must be met if we are to be blessed in our deaths: we must be saints, and we must be saints who keep the commandments of God and who remain faithful to the Lord Jesus as it says in Verse 12 (NIV):
12 This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey God's commandments and remain faithful to Jesus.
First note, that to be blessed when we die we must be saints. The term “saints” means simply, “Holy ones.” Heaven is home to none but saints and angels. Heaven is not home to sinners. This is problem for us because the Bible says that we are by nature sinners when we are born into this world. We are not saints by our own nature; just the opposite.  If we are to have a death that is “blessed”, blessed with hope and blessed with life beyond, something must happen after our birth that changes us into something that we are not. We must become a people who no longer love evil things but love that which is true, honorable, just and pure. We must be changed in our thinking, in our feeling, in our longings, and in our living. We must become saints. The Bible teaches that we cannot change ourselves into saints not through our own wishing, not though our desiring, and our own working. Thankfully, the Bible also teaches us that by grace we can be transformed from sinners into saints through the work of Jesus. Paul writes in II Corinthians 5:21 (NIV):

21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
When we are in Him, He transforms us so that we become the righteousness of God. We become saints. Isn’t that amazing? Romans 10:4 (NIV):
4 Christ is the end of the law (the fulfillment of all of God’s requirements) so that there may be righteousness (holiness) for everyone who believes.

Here is the wonderful Truth about the Gospel – you and I can become saints. We can become new creatures, when we place ourselves in Christ through faith. Christ provides us with a righteousness from God, a righteousness that is not our own but a righteousness that comes to us and is received through faith, so (Romans 10:9-10, NIV)

9 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

As we consider death, and it is important to consider death because that is a certainty unless the Lord returns, are you a saint? Can you honestly say, “I have been transformed by God’s grace through Jesus Christ so that now I am no longer devoted to living my own life, for myself, but now, because of this change that God has wrought in my heart, I am devoted to living for the Lord Jesus and for His glory?” This transformation comes as a gift from God to all who truly believe in Jesus. If you have not been made a saint by God’s grace, as the Scripture teaches us, then you have no part in heaven. That is not something that any of us need to be doubtful over for we can all come and receive the invitation of God.
The second note that we must be saints who obey the commandments of God and who remain faithful to the Lord Jesus! That is what the text tells us. It says, “This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey God’s commandments and remain faithful to Jesus.” This is not easy. This calls for patient endurance. This calls for an active fight against temptation and evil desires. God is the one who causes our faith to endure and persevere under pressure. We have no room for boasting in perseverance. God promises to complete the good work that He began in us, but we must aggressively pursue righteousness all the way to the end. That is what saints do. When we have a transformed heart this transformed heart pursues righteousness, and it pursues righteousness all through our lives, all the way to the end. Obedience to Jesus’ commands is one of the marks of a true disciple of Jesus. Jesus would say in John 14:15 (NIV),  

15 “If you love me, you will obey what I command.” 

Genuine faith works obedience in the life of the believer. Obedience is the path down which all genuine believers walk. A good tree bears good fruit. If there is no fruit of active obedience to Jesus, no fruit of practical righteousness, then we should doubt whether genuine faith, whether we have been transformed, or whether our heart is still a heart of an unredeemed sinner.
Is obedience difficult for those who have been transformed by Jesus? Yes. Often times it seems impossible. I am sure that obedience will be most difficult for those who are living in the time of the Tribulation. Imagine the conversation between a believer living in the Tribulation and the Lord Jesus. “Lord, you know that I need to feed my family and if I do not take the mark of the Beast, I won’t be able to go to the grocery store to buy food for my little ones and I will have to watch them starve to death. Lord, surely you will understand that I need to take the mark. I can’t obey you. You will understand.” 
It is so easy for us to bring all sorts of justifications for disobedience in our lives, all sorts of reasons why the Lord would understand why we wouldn’t be faithful to Jesus and why we would disobey Him. Here is the Word, and it is a hard Word, especially if you are in that condition; you are watching your children literally starving to death because of your obedience to Jesus. I believe that will happen in those days. Here is a word of encouragement, and it is a hard word, it is a word that only those who believe will be enabled to be encouraged by it, “Blessed are those who die in the Lord from now on. If your children die because you and they are remaining faithful to Jesus and are obeying Him, I tell you blessed are they who die in the Lord.” 
Obedience is a matter of what we believe about the promises of God. Do not be deceived by the evil one into thinking that disobedience will bring blessings. Disobedience will not bring you inner joy or deep satisfaction, or a fulfilled life. As much as it promises these blessings to you, sin cannot deliver them to you. Disobedience can only manufacture a counterfeit pleasure that is here for a very brief while and then vanishes away. A life of obedience brings true and eternal joy.

Again, we read Verse 13 (NIV),

3 Then I heard a voice from heaven say, "Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on." "Yes," says the Spirit, "they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them."
The Holy Spirit echoes Jesus’ words, and He talks about two specific blessings that come to those who die in the Lord. First, of all, they will rest from their labor. Life for the saints living in the Tribulation will be filled with the worst kinds of difficulty and hardship. They will see children, spouses, brothers, sisters, parents and friends captured and killed by the Antichrist’s one-world government, all in the name of world peace and justice. They will not be able to go to the grocery stores to buy food. They will be constantly on the run. They will be hunted down, and many will be captured and executed. Yet in all this, they will serve the Lord, they are going to persevere, this group. And then the Spirit says, “You will rest.” No more night, no more fear, no more terror, never crying again. Like the wounded soldier coming home from war, no more foxholes, no more artillery blasts shaking the ground under your body, no more bloody battlefields,  but only rest from the fighting, rest from the evil, rest from the cruelty, and rest from the fear.  

Notice the contrast with Verse 11 (NIV) that describes those who were not faithful to Jesus, who refused to believe in Him, who refused to submit:

11 And the smoke of their torment rises for ever and ever. There is no rest day or night for those who worship the beast and his image, or for anyone who receives the mark of his name." 

Today is not the day of this rest from our labors. It will come, but God has called us to serve Him in a field full of thorns and troubles. Christian, we should expect that our labors for the Lord will not all be pleasant in this life. That rest which He promises is yet in the future. We should expect that in our service to God there will be discouragements, contentions, criticisms, imperfections, frustrations, and thorns in the field that God has sent us to work. Let these not persuade you to let loose of the plow, and there are so many who have faithfully served God, but criticism, disappointment, discouragement, contention, people saying things that are hurtful and mean come and a Christian who has been faithfully serving in the field lets go of the plow. What are we to expect in this world? Do we expect that the service to God in this life is going to be easy? Hold on to the plow, and be faithful to the end. Understand that there is a rest that awaits you but remain faithful today.

The second blessing is that they will be rewarded for their labor. The text tells us, “For their deeds will follow them.” Think of that. We can take something with us. Our service to the Lord is transported with us into heaven. This also cautions us against an idle life, for the idle Christian can have little hope of such a joyful reward. There is an old poem that goes: “Only one life, twill soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last.”

This truth motivated the apostle Paul as he wrote, in II Timothy 4:7-8 (NIV):

7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day--and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

There are two reasons to persevere in the faith, even in the midst of the most extreme pressure. The first is to gain God’s blessing, and what a blessing it is.
The second is to avoid God’s Judgment. Let’s review these verses again, (14-20 (NIV)):
14 I looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one "like a son of man" with a crown of gold on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand.

This is the Lord Jesus, but He comes now in judgment, and He is seen with a sharp sickle in His hand.
.

15 Then another angel came out of the temple and called in a loud voice to him who was sitting on the cloud, "Take your sickle and reap, because the time to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is ripe." 16 So he who was seated on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested.

This is the harvest of judgment. It is the harvest that the Lord Jesus referenced in Matthew 13, when He told the parable of the wheat and the tares. Remember how the wheat and the weeds come up together, and the question is whether they should pull out the weeds early, before the harvest.  Jesus says, “No, leave the weeds to grow with the wheat, because in the last day,” and this is what Jesus explains this parable to mean, He says (Matthew 13: 40-42, NIV):
40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Notice how the imagery changes beginning of verse17 of Revelation 14. First there is the image of the harvest of a wheat field, but now the imagery changes as we look at Verse 17-20 (NIV):
17 Another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 18 Still another angel, who had charge of the fire, came from the altar and called in a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, "Take your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes from the earth's vine, because its grapes are ripe." 19 The angel swung his sickle on the earth, gathered its grapes and threw them into the great winepress of God's wrath. 20 They were trampled in the winepress outside the city, and blood flowed out of the press, rising as high as the horses' bridles for a distance of 1,600 stadia.

As a footnote, a stadia equals 180 miles.

There are two pictures melded here. The first is a wheat harvest, but the second is a grape harvest. Why are there two different visions recording the same event. These two visions of the same event represent two different aspects of this harvest. The first, I believe, is going to be discussed in Revelation 16. The wheat harvest represents this time when the bowls of God’s wrath are going to be poured out upon the earth. That will be the last few days, or weeks, of the Tribulation Period. 

This grape harvest references Revelation 19, the day in which Jesus Christ, after these bowls of wrath are poured out very quickly, then comes and wages war against him. It is called the Battle of Armageddon. In Chapter 14 we see the combining of these two events because they are so close together, they have the same purpose and meaning, but he gives us two different word pictures to describe that there is a difference between the two of them. 

But, here is the point, God is patient and merciful. We have seen that all throughout the study of Revelation, but there is a day in which He will act in justice. The earth will become overripe is the idea behind the words in Chapter 14. It will be overripe for harvest. It will be like wheat and grapes that are rotting in the fields because the harvester has waited so long to come, but when the day comes there will be no hope and no opportunity. 

We began this study by talking about two men: Robert Lewis Stevenson and a man by the name of Polycarp. Robert Lewis Stevenson considered life to be a pilgrimage “from nothing to nowhere.” Polycarp considered life to be a pilgrimage from grace to glory. That makes all the difference doesn’t it? 

What do you consider life to be? It all revolves around your thoughts concerning the person of the Lord Jesus. If you consider that Jesus is God come in the flesh, that He is Savior, that He is King of Kings, that He is Lord of Lords, that Jesus is the source of life and that you believe in Him and that you will be faithful to Him all the way to the end, regardless of what that might mean for you in this life, regardless of the hardship you may have to endure for Him, and that you will obey Him, regardless of the temptations because you know that there is life. You obey Him not because, “Well, I know what I ought to do,” you obey Him because you know that this is where life is. “If I don’t pursue a path of obedience and faithfulness, then I am hating my own flesh. I am moving towards destruction. I am moving away from hope. I am moving away from peace. I am moving away from blessedness.” What person ever does that?

Have you been transformed by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ? God calls you and invites you to come to His Son, to believe in Him and be changed. If you have been changed, transformed by the blood of Jesus Christ then, friends, set aside every sin that weighs us down and let us run, with endurance, the race that is set before us for God’s glory and for our joy. 
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