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Scriptural Foundation: Acts 17: 1-18

The Woman and the Beast 

1One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, "Come, I will show you the punishment of the great prostitute, who sits on many waters. 2With her the kings of the earth committed adultery and the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries." 

3Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a desert. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns. 4The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and was glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries. 5This title was written on her forehead: 
 MYSTERY 
      BABYLON THE GREAT
      THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES
      AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 

6I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus. When I saw her, I was greatly astonished. 7Then the angel said to me: "Why are you astonished? I will explain to you the mystery of the woman and of the beast she rides, which has the seven heads and ten horns. 8The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and will come up out of the Abyss and go to his destruction. The inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the creation of the world will be astonished when they see the beast, because he once was, now is not, and yet will come. 

9"This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven heads are seven hills on which the woman sits. 10They are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; but when he does come, he must remain for a little while. 11The beast who once was, and now is not, is an eighth king. He belongs to the seven and is going to his destruction. 

12"The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but who for one hour will receive authority as kings along with the beast. 13They have one purpose and will give their power and authority to the beast. 14They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers." 

15Then the angel said to me, "The waters you saw, where the prostitute sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations and languages. 16The beast and the ten horns you saw will hate the prostitute. They will bring her to ruin and leave her naked; they will eat her flesh and burn her with fire. 17For God has put it into their hearts to accomplish his purpose by agreeing to give the beast their power to rule, until God's words are fulfilled. 18The woman you saw is the great city that rules over the kings of the earth."
It seems as though with each chapter, it becomes more mysterious than the last, and this one certainly fulfills that. Revelation 17 is a great and awesome chapter about God’s culminating plan about false religions.

Many view religion like a trip to Baskin Robbins. You have many flavors to choose from, and there is no right choice or wrong choice. There are only options. These options fit one’s personal tastes and longings. The important thing is to choose the flavor that is right for you, and once you have chosen your flavor, you may tell others how it tastes, but you must never suggest that your flavor is superior to any of the others. That would be the height of arrogance and bigotry. 
One sign at a state university summarized the thinking of our culture regarding religion. It read, “It is OK for you to think you are right. It is not OK for you to think someone else is wrong.”

Moody Church’s pastor, Erwin Lutzer, tells the story of sitting next to a woman on an airplane when he noticed that she was wearing a necklace with a cross dangling from it. He leaned over to her and said, “Thanks for wearing that cross. We do have a wonderful Savior, don’t we?” The woman rolled her eyes and responded, “Well, I don’t think of the cross like you do. Just look at this.” She showed him that beneath the cross was the Jewish Star of David, and beneath that was a trinket that symbolized the Hindu god Om. She continued, “I am in social work, and I’ve discovered that people find God in different ways. Christianity is but one path to the divine.” She went to say that she preferred spirituality to religion, the search for experience over specific beliefs. She believed in a pantheistic god, a force that need not be feared. So, today, we find that we can now be spiritual without God, without faith, without truth, without repentance, and without forgiveness. We need only to follow our own inner voice.

How is a Christian to respond to these cultural forces that blur any significant distinctions between Christianity and the rest of the world’s religions? Is Christianity all that much different from other religions, and even if it is very different, shouldn’t we keep quiet about these differences lest we offend people and turn them off from considering Christ? Revelation 17 helps us to think clearly about false religion as this chapter describes God’s view of false religion, and here, we see how God puts an end to false religion. It is important to make a distinction at the outset of this study between false religion and the people who are deceived by it. We, as believers, have deep affection for those who are caught up in various false religions, but we must be faithful to communicate what God has said about false religion itself.  We must ever have a merciful and compassionate heart toward those who are deceived by false religion. There are five declarations about false religion that God wants us to know:

Declaration #1:  False religion exists.

Declaration #2:  False religion grows enormously large.

Declaration #3:  False religion offends God.

Declaration #4:  False religion opposes true Christianity.

Declaration #5:  False religion will not last.

The first declaration is that false religion exists. There IS such a thing as false religion. It is important to make this observation because the Bible is often challenged at this very point; at the very foundation. The challenge is that there is no such thing as “true religion” or “false religion”. There is only religion. That is what this culture and this world holds to. Yet, we find in Revelation 17 the exact opposite being taught. We begin with Verse 1 (NIV):
One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, "Come, I will show you the punishment of the great prostitute, who sits on many waters. 
This scene in God’s final drama of human history opens with an invitation. One of the angels invites John to come and see what God will do with the “great prostitute” and how He will punish this “great prostitute”. The first question we ask as we read this chapter is “Who is this great prostitute whom God punishes?” I believe that she is the false religious system that Chapter 13 described earlier, a religious system which dominates the world during the first three and a half years of the Tribulation. Remember in Chapter 13 how a false prophet arises and performs many miraculous signs. He is called “The Beast,” and he is like the first “Beast,” the Antichrist, but he is separate from him, and he performs miraculous signs to deceive the world and lead the world into the worship of the Antichrist. We read, in Chapter 13, Verse 11 (NIV):  

11 Then I saw another beast, coming out of the earth. He had two horns like a lamb, but he spoke like a dragon. 12 He exercised all the authority of the first beast on his behalf, and made the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast…
He is all about worship. He is religious in nature and in character.

We have two main clues from the text that this “Great Prostitute” is the same person or religious system that has already been referred to in Revelation 13. Those two clues are these: first, she is called a prostitute. The Bible often uses the sins of adultery and prostitution to refer to the idolatry of false religion. Just as prostitution is behavior that is unfaithful to the covenant love within marriage, so idolatry is behavior that is unfaithful to the covenant love God has with His people. So when people turn to other gods and worship them, rather than the God who created them, it is spiritual prostitution. That is what God calls it. The person is joining themselves to a harlot. For example, in Jeremiah 3:6 (NIV) we read, 
6 During the reign of King Josiah, the LORD said to me, "Have you seen what faithless Israel has done? She has gone up on every high hill and under every spreading tree and has committed adultery there. 
Israel set up idols, probably in a grove of trees, and they went up and were worshiping idols carved out of wood and He says that is spiritual adultery. Jeremiah goes on to say,

9 Because Israel's immorality mattered so little to her, she defiled the land and committed adultery with stone and wood. 10 In spite of all this, her unfaithful sister Judah did not return to me with all her heart, but only in pretense," declares the LORD.

Ezekiel speaks of the very same thing in Chapter 16:30-33 (NIV), 

30 “‘How weak-willed you are, declares the Sovereign LORD, when you do all these things, acting like a brazen prostitute! 31 When you built your mounds at the head of every street and made your lofty shrines in every public square, you were unlike a prostitute, because you scorned payment. 32 You adulterous wife! You prefer strangers to your own husband!’”
If you read the book of Hosea, the whole text depicts Israel as a prostitute who is unfaithful to God by worshipping false gods; she is engaged in false religion.
Who is this prostitute in Revelation 17? She is the symbol of what a prostitute is all through out the Bible. She is the symbol of false religion of idolatry, particularly the false religion that is established in the time of the Tribulation, which becomes the one world religion of the day. 

However, keep in mind the application for our day. Remember that in the Bible, “adultery” and “prostitution” are used interchangeably to describe false worship and idolatry. If one professes to be joined to God and to belong to Him and then joins himself to an idol or adopts a false religious system, that one is considered by God to be an adulterer and an abomination to God. Keep in mind that false religion is not only that thing which is entirely pagan, but false religion is also that thing which can be very nearly like Christianity, just bent and twisted in such a way so as to remove the essential character of true religion from it. Let us know that it is not only if we bow down to a pagan idol that we might commit spiritual adultery, but let us also know that if we allow our Christian faith to be bent in who we think about God and how we approach Him, that too is a spiritual danger where we can be labeled, by God, as prostitutes or adulterers. 

The second clue for the identity of this woman is found in Verse 5 (NIV) where she is called “Babylon the Great”, but this is not a reference to the historical city of Babylon. There was a city named Babylon in John’s day, but John is clear to communicate that he is not addressing this literal city. He is clear because the name is “MYSTERY Babylon”. We read:

MYSTERY 
      
BABYLON THE GREAT
      
THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES


This woman corresponds to Babylon, as the Scripture symbolically uses the idea of Babylon. In the Bible, Babylon is used as a symbol for the place of false worship.  John MacArthur writes, “Babylon is to be better understood as the sort of the archetypical head of all worldly resistance to God. It is a trans-historical Babylon. It is the Babylon of idolatry. It is the eschatological symbol of worldwide satanic deception and power. It is a divine mystery that can never be wholly reducible to empirical earthly institutions. Babylon represents, in this chapter, the religious culture of the world dominated by Satan, the deceiver.”

As we study our Bibles, we find that the subject of Babylon as the fountainhead of false religion is prominent in the Old Testament. This begins in Genesis 11, where the city of Babel is first mentioned and continues through to Revelation. The seeds of false religion began before Babel when Cain decided that God should accept his sacrifice back in Genesis 4:4-7 (NIV): 

4 But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.  6 Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it."

Remember, the big idea is that there is such a thing as false religion, an expression of worship that God does not accept. We see that from Genesis to Revelation. Can you imagine that Cain was surprised? Yes, he was incredibly surprised, and he was appalled, upset, and offended. Cain asks, “Why aren’t you going to accept my offering?” God replies, “If you do what is right, I will accept your offering,” but Cain refused to follow God’s instructions on how he was supposed to approach God. He knew that, and that is why God was able to say, “If you do what is right, it is still not too late, Cain.” But Cain refused because he wanted to worship God on his terms, and God does not accept that. We must approach Him in the way He has prescribed or we too will be turned away.

After Cain, people continued to worship God in false ways, but they did so individually. Up to the point of Genesis 11, there is no organized false religion, but then in Genesis 11, after the flood and after God had already dealt with wickedness on the earth, false religion springs up as we read in Genesis 11:2-4 (NIV): 

2 As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. 3 They said to each other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 4 Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth."

God had already said, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill…the earth” (Genesis 1:22, NASB). They said, “We are not going to fill the earth. We are going to find one place where we can build our utopia. So, here is what we are going to do, this will be our place where we can reach up to God. We don’t need God’s grace to come down to us so that we can approach Him. We can accomplish a path, a road, a tower that leads to the heavens and thereby commune with God through what we have made.”
These early Babylonians recognized that they had spiritual needs but decided they could meet their own needs. They built a city and a tower for themselves! Their purpose was wholly man-centered. They could approach God through their own efforts and design. They were concerned for their own glory rather than the glory of God!  They wanted to make a name for themselves rather than exalt the name of the Lord. Notice God’s response in Verse 5 (NIV),
5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building. 6 The LORD said, "If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other." 8 So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city.  9 That is why it was called Babel--because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth.

What irony Verse 5 is; the Lord stooped down to see what they were doing, as we also see an early reference to Trinitarianism in Verse 7.

Babel means “confusion,” and that is what false religion is – it is confusion. The reason why Babylon is called the “Mother” of harlots is because out of Babylon the Babylonian false worship begins. The Babylon of which John writes and what he sees in this vision is the very Babylon that once gave birth to all blasphemous idolatry. It is the very Babylon that was the first to establish organized, false religion. This Babylon is a counterfeit religion which plagued Israel in the Old Testament as well as the church in the New Testament. Sometimes this Babylon is the form of Christianity, it is a form of true Yahweh worship that is distorted and, sometimes, it is completely pagan. When we think about this one, last world, false religion, and ask, “What is it?” Some consider that it is some brand of Christianity twisted. Some consider that it may be some pagan religion that is an altogether pagan, new-age religion. We don’t exactly know because false religion comes in both those forms.
Here is the point which I wish to emphasize: according to the Bible, false religion exists. All religions are not the same. All roads do not lead to heaven. God does not accept you simply because you are sincere in your beliefs. What is false religion? False religion, first, is the worship of wrong gods, false gods. Second, false religion is the worship of the true God in false ways. It may be very close to biblical Christianity, or it may be utterly pagan. We measure false religion on the basis of what God has said about Himself and on the basis of what God has said about how we can approach Him. Our evaluation of true religion and false religion is wholly dependent upon what we have learned in the Bible. That is the reason why God gave us the Book, so that we know Him, and enjoy Him, and worship Him. 

The second declaration is that false religion grows enormously large. She also becomes very influential. Her success does not indicate the blessing of God, and this is very important. We, as Americans, are all about success, and success impresses us. False religion is very, very successful and very, very influential. This does not reveal God’s blessing, but it reveals the power of the evil one to deceive great numbers of men and women who are living in darkness.

Remember in Verse 1, she is called the “great” harlot, the “great” prostitute, indicating that she is set apart from others who preceded her. The only form of one-world religion that the Bible ever speaks about is an apostate religion; it is a false religion. We should be cautious when we hear utopian ideas of bringing everybody together into one, big happy family. This is only represented by an apostate, or false, religion in the Bible. We see this in Verse 2 (NIV):
2 “With her the kings of the earth committed adultery and the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries.”
Not just common folk are drawn to her, but also the noble and the powerful. The kings become one with her in her program and creeds, but also she reaches the common people. We find here a religion that is growing, impressive, influential, and powerful. Read Verse 3 (NIV):

Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a desert. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns.
Remember, from our study of Revelation 13, that this beast is the Antichrist, and these ten horns relate to ten kings, representing ten countries who will be around at the time of the Tribulation. They join together and unite, and allow the Antichrist to be the leader of the leaders. This federation of nations dominates world politics in the last days. It establishes a one-world form of government. 

Here we see that this woman is riding on this scarlet beast. The woman is seen in control, manipulating the kings, but she is also dependent upon the kings; being supported by and being borne along by the kings. There is a parasitic relationship where they are using each other. The false religious system uses the state government of the time to advance its objectives. The government of the time uses false religion to establish its own objectives. The influence of the false religion of the last days is intertwined with the power of the government.

Our founding fathers understood the danger of combining the state with the church, and they formed a government in which the state and the church would remain separate. Unfortunately, the doctrine which was healthy has now been twisted into something the founders never imagined. Today, it is not the separation of church and state but is now the state from the church; freedom from religion as opposed to freedom of religion. Now we find that there is this intertwining of the state and the church where the state is overseeing and limiting the freedom of expression of the church. We can expect this, as Christians, more and more. That is what happens in the end days, and we will see the ultimate demise and fall of false religion, but this is exactly what Satan does. As government expands, we can expect more and more places to be off limits for religious expression. 
Recently I was looking at an internet news site, and I came across an article where a  principal and an athletic director in Florida could be charged with crimes and spend six months in jail after they prayed before a meal at a school event, the Washington Times reported.
Pace High School Principal Frank Lay and athletic director Robert Freeman will go on trial in federal district court September. 17. They're accused of violating the conditions of a lawsuit settlement reached last year with the American Civil Liberties Union, according to the Times.

Local pastors and some students and teachers are outraged that Lay and Freeman face criminal charges, and they have protested during graduation ceremonies, the newspaper said.

"I have been defending religious freedom issues for twenty-two years, and I've never had to defend somebody who has been charged criminally for praying," said Mathew Staver, founder and chairman of Liberty Counsel, the Christian-based legal group that is defending the two school officials. 

The case stems from a January 28th incident in which Lay, a local Baptist church deacon, asked Freeman to offer mealtime prayers at a lunch for school employees. Staver said no students were there, and the event took place on school property after hours.
I give this to you to say, as a church we need to ready ourselves for this kind of response. It is what we should expect from a world that is in “darkness” and is in opposition to Jesus, and to strengthen our faith so that we respond in a way that glorifies the God of Heaven. This false religion will be accepted all over the earth. Look at Verse 15 (NIV);
15Then the angel said to me, "The waters you saw, where the prostitute sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations and languages.

This false religion will be accepted all over the earth. She will be the latest, great answer to man’s spiritual problems concocted by man’s own reasoning and his own mind. Stadiums will be packed in recognition and commitment to this false religion. This false religion will be enormously wealthy. She will have all the right connections.
False religion is very attractive to the world and particularly to the powerful in the world.  Throughout human history, most people stand in favor of false religion; that is the nature of the world. The world does not perceive of false religion as being spiritual dangerous, but perceives it to be spiritually beneficial. Someone considers other religions and reasons, “All these people who are kind and sincere cannot be wrong, can they? I know these people. They seem to be good people. They can’t be so wrong!” The Bible says, “Yes, they are very wrong.” The fact that false religion grows to an enormous size and possesses huge influence over large populations has been predicted by God, but this does not make it true. The Bible predicts that false religion will have huge influence in the last days.  Do not measure the value of a religion or a religious teacher on the basis of popularity or influence. Be careful of that deception.
Declaration Number Three: False religion offends God. We see this in Verses 3-5 (NIV):
3 Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a desert. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and was glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries. 5 This title was written on her forehead: 
MYSTERY 
BABYLON THE GREAT 
THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES 
AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

God is writing this description of her so do you think He is offended by her?

Few sins in the Bible are spoken of in more unsparing terms than the sin of idolatry and the sin of false religion. God does deeply care about the way that we approach Him and about the manner in which we worship Him and what we think of Him. God gave us His instructions for worship so that we would follow them and so that we could give Him the glory that is due His name. He has not been unclear, but has been very precise in His message to us.  

When we speak against false religion, we do not speak against false religion because we want everyone to believe as we believe, to think as we think, or to like the things we like. That motivation would be arrogant. We speak against false religion because God does not accept it, and the consequences of following false religion are eternally damning.  

Remember Nadab and Abihu, two sons of Aaron and nephews of Moses. They were being trained for ministry; young seminary students of their day. One day they offered to God “unauthorized fire.” They did not follow the instructions God had given regarding sacrifice. What were the consequences to this false religion? Leviticus 2:10 (NIV) tells us:
So fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD.

No trial, no opportunity given to receive mercy. They were killed right there at God’s altar.  Perhaps we are tempted to think, “Boy, that was pretty harsh!  I do not know if the punishment fit the crime. Couldn’t God have given them a second chance?”  God explains His actions in Verse 3 (NIV):

3 Moses then said to Aaron, "This is what the LORD spoke of when he said: " 'Among those who approach me I will show myself holy; in the sight of all the people I will be honored.'" Aaron remained silent.  

Then Moses summoned two of Nadab and Abihu’s cousins to retrieve the bodies and take them outside the camp. Listen to what he says to his brother Aaron at this point (Verses 6 and 7 [NIV]):

6 Then Moses said to Aaron and his sons Eleazar and Ithamar, "Do not let your hair become unkempt, and do not tear your clothes, or you will die and the LORD will be angry with the whole community. But your relatives, all the house of Israel, may mourn for those the LORD has destroyed by fire. 7 Do not leave the entrance to the Tent of Meeting or you will die, because the LORD's anointing oil is on you." So they did as Moses said.

God is holy. We are not holy. We have no intrinsic right to enter into His presence! Thankfully, God has made a way for us to approach Him. These two men made the mistake of coming to the true God in the wrong way. Friends, if we approach God in a way contrary to what He has instructed us, He will not receive us! That is why we speak against false religion, because God does not accept it, and the consequences are horrible. Think of the surprise of many who expect to be received into heaven when they die, but who will be rejected because they did not followed God’s clear instructions. 

How do we approach God? The Bible teaches us that we cannot reach up to Him, but He reaches down to us and He gave us His Son and said, “There is one God and there is one Mediator between God and man, and that is the man Christ Jesus who died as a ransom for sin. (1 Timothy 2:5-6 [NIV]) This is the Gospel message!  In Jesus, God reached down to us to rescue us from our sins and to provide a way for us to approach Him.

Jesus told the disciples, in John 14:4-6 (NIV);

4 “You know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" 6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
We must approach God through Jesus Christ, through God’s Son, or we will not be accepted.

Declaration Number Four: False religion opposes genuine Christianity. False religion blurs truth differences. False religion resists God’s authority. False religion is rebellious man’s expression of his rejection of God’s sovereign rule and his desire to share God’s glory.

Remember in Verse 4, this woman holds a golden cup in her hand, and it is filled with abominable things; that is to say, she carries a poisonous cup that stands in direct opposition to the living water that Jesus offers sinners to drink. It is as though God is saying, “You have a choice of what cup you will drink from, and the choice you make will determine the outcome of your life. Here is a woman who represents false religion, and she has a cupful of abominable things. Drink it and you will surely die." Here is Jesus who says (Matthew 11:28, NASB), "Come to me, all you who are weary and heavy laden. I will give you rest for your souls.”  He said to the woman at the well (John 4:10), “If you knew the water that I had to give you, you would ask, and I would give you living water which will spring up in your soul.”

I love the last few verses in Revelation 21:6 (NIV) where Jesus says,

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life.
That is the offer of God.  False religion often opposes genuine, biblical Christianity, first through false teaching and through offering this poisonous cup, but also false religion opposes biblical Christianity through persecution as we read Verses 6 and 7 (NIV):

6 I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus. When I saw her, I was greatly astonished.  7 Then the angel said to me: "Why are you astonished? 

This is a characteristic of false religion; it hates true Christianity. It can abide by about anything. It can say, “Welcome one and all. We are all one big, happy family.” But, if a person stands up in a room and states, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the King of kings and the Lord of lords, and there is no other way by which you can come to the Father except through Him.” Guess who is going to receive hostility. I see it over and over again on interviews on cable news shows where they brought in clergy, and there will be a Muslim, a Jewish rabbi, a liberal protestant guy, a Catholic priest, and a guy like John McArthur. At the end of that interview, guess who everyone is mad at? They are mad at the one guy who is proclaiming the Gospel as the Good News and as the message of Jesus Christ. That is what false religion does; it opposes genuine Christianity. 

Lastly, declaration number five: false religion will not endure. God will not allow rivals to continue to be rivals forever. This is evident in Verse 16 (NIV):
The beast and the ten horns you saw will hate the prostitute.

Here is the irony. The false religion of the Tribulation thinks that she is using the government of the Antichrist to ascend to power, but really the Antichrist is using her. When this false religion loses her function for the Antichrist and his government, the Antichrist and his government is going to turn against the false religion.  (Verse 16b, NIV):

They will bring her to ruin and leave her naked; they will eat her flesh and burn her with fire.

They will put an end to her once and for all, but this is God’s design in Verse 17 (NIV),

For God has put it into their hearts to accomplish His purpose…

This is not evil guys doing evil things to each other. The kingdom of darkness is never in harmony, and the kingdom of darkness eats itself. Here God wants us to know that He is still in control even in the actions of evil men and women during their last day, and He will put and end to false religion because He will not tolerate rivals forever.

God loves His own glory, and He will not share it with another. Let us remain faithful to Him with sincere hearts of faith and with obedience for He is worthy.

God has provided us a way for us to approach Him and to worship Him every day. He personally invites us to draw near to Him. Hear this in closing (Hebrews 10:19-23, NIV):
19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.

God has provided a way for us to approach Him and for us to draw near. Some have never accepted God’s merciful invitation, and here is God’s merciful invitation: draw near to Me, to this new and living way, the way that my Son, who died in your place and who arose again. He is the Living Way, crucified and resurrected. Come to Me through Him, and your conscience will be sprinkled clean.  Your bodies will be washed pure, and you will be able to come into My very presence.

There is an application if you have never trusted in Jesus Christ personally. There is also an application for us, isn’t there? Some of us have come to Jesus and received the sprinkling and forgiveness, but then we wandered away. We wandered away being lured by false religion, a religion of self, a religion of money, a religion of pleasure, or a religion of other things. We consider other things to be more valuable than God Himself. Here is the invitation, and it is gracious, even when we wander away, God says, “Draw near to me with full assurance that no matter how many times you have wandered away, no matter how bad the sin is that you have committed, draw to Me with full assurance that My Son’s blood is able to cover you.” 
“Draw near to me,” God says.
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