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The Fall of Babylon 

1After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven. He had great authority, and the earth was illuminated by his splendor. 2With a mighty voice he shouted: 
 "Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!  She has become a home for demons and a haunt for every evil spirit, 
      a haunt for every unclean and detestable bird. 
 3For all the nations have drunk the maddening wine of her adulteries. The kings of the earth committed adultery 
with her, and the merchants of the earth grew rich from her excessive luxuries." 

4Then I heard another voice from heaven say: 
   "Come out of her, my people, so that you will not share in her sins, 
      so that you will not receive any of her plagues; 
 5for her sins are piled up to heaven, and God has remembered her crimes. 
 6Give back to her as she has given; pay her back double for what she has done. 
      Mix her a double portion from her own cup. 
 7Give her as much torture and grief as the glory and luxury she gave herself. 
   In her heart she boasts, 'I sit as queen; I am not a widow, and I will never mourn.' 
 8Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her: death, mourning and famine. 
   She will be consumed by fire, for mighty is the Lord God who judges her. 

9"When the kings of the earth who committed adultery with her and shared her luxury see the smoke of her burning, they will weep and mourn over her. 10Terrified at her torment, they will stand far off and cry: 
 

  " 'Woe! Woe, O great city, O Babylon, city of power! In one hour your doom has come!' 
11"The merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her because no one buys their cargoes any more— 12cargoes of gold, silver, precious stones and pearls; fine linen, purple, silk and scarlet cloth; every sort of citron wood, and articles of every kind made of ivory, costly wood, bronze, iron and marble; 13cargoes of cinnamon and spice, of incense, myrrh and frankincense, of wine and olive oil, of fine flour and wheat; cattle and sheep; horses and carriages; and bodies and souls of men. 
14"They will say, 'The fruit you longed for is gone from you. All your riches and splendor have vanished, never to be recovered.' 15The merchants who sold these things and gained their wealth from her will stand far off, terrified at her torment. They will weep and mourn 16and cry out: 


   " 'Woe! Woe, O great city, dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet, 
      and glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls! 
 17In one hour such great wealth has been brought to ruin!' 

"Every sea captain, and all who travel by ship, the sailors, and all who earn their living from the sea, will stand far off. 18When they see the smoke of her burning, they will exclaim, 'Was there ever a city like this great city?' 19They will throw dust on their heads, and with weeping and mourning cry out: 
" 'Woe! Woe, O great city, where all who had ships on the sea became rich through her wealth! 

In one hour she has been brought to ruin! 
20Rejoice over her, O heaven! Rejoice, saints and apostles and prophets! 

God has judged her for the way she treated you.' " 

21Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder the size of a large millstone and threw it into the sea, and said: 
 

"With such violence the great city of Babylon will be thrown down, never to be found again. 
22The music of harpists and musicians, flute players and trumpeters, will never be heard in you again. 
No workman of any trade will ever be found in you again. The sound of a millstone will never be heard in you again. 
23The light of a lamp will never shine in you again. The voice of bridegroom and bride will never be heard in you again. Your merchants were the world's great men. By your magic spell all the nations were led astray. 
24In her was found the blood of prophets and of the saints, and of all who have been killed on the earth."

Imagine that I started a company named, “World Enterprises.” I then approach you to entice you to invest your life’s savings in my business. I show you creative commercials and printed brochures that highlight the potential of this company. I have charts that show past earnings and graphs that predict future earnings. I convince you to listen to other members of the World Enterprises team. The marketing division for World Enterprises does a fantastic job of communicating the goals, vision and glory of this particular business to you. They guarantee that every investor will double their money in the first two years. At the end of the day, after listening to the presentations, this seems like a no-brainer.  
But, then that evening, you decide to seek counsel from your father. He is a wise and well-informed counselor. You want his advice before you sink your whole life savings into this venture. After listening patiently to your excited explanation about World Enterprises, your father looks you in the eyes and says, “Child, I know you are energized by all that you have heard today, but I have to tell you some disappointing news. World Enterprises is not the company that it appears to be. It is weighed down by fraud and deception. She is right now teetering on the edge of insolvency. In fact, I have just finished writing an open letter about that company so that people won’t be duped. Rather than fix the essential problems in the company, the owners have decided to ignore them and simply address their financial problems through finding unwitting and uninformed investors. I have to tell you that World Enterprises will collapse and pass away before this year ends.” 
Now, what would you do at this point? If you believe your father’s report, then there really is no decision to make. Of course, you do not invest your life savings in a company that is about to pass away from existence.
In the Apostle John’s first letter (1 John 2:15-17, NIV)  the Father counsels us, 


15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.

I love the Father’s logic in this passage. God asserts in this text that the reason we must not love the world, the rationale for refusing to invest our lives in this world, is that this world is passing away; it is a horrible investment. But, what does God mean when He says that this world is passing away? Our passage today answers that question for us. In our study of Revelation 18, God describes for us in graphic detail the passing away of this present world. This passage is a sober reminder to us that this world is on a course moving quickly toward God’s judgment and moving quickly towards God’s ultimate end for it. God will not suffer under mocking, ridicule and rebellion forever. God is a jealous God. That is what He tells us all through Scripture, and He is passionate about His own glory. He will not allow competition to reside and rise up against Him. He patiently abides this world’s present rebellion so that He might show mercy to everyone who would repent of their sin and turn and receive His Son and thus receive eternal life. But, this passage and many others like it remind us that a day is approaching in which this world and all that is in the world, the cravings of sinful flesh, the boastful pride of what man has and does, the lust of the flesh, and everything that is in this world, will pass away completely and utterly. 
Friend, when we are thinking about investing, let us think about it wisely as we commit our lives, and give our lives.  Let us give our lives to that which will reap huge dividends. When we think about an investment, of course, the day we invest we are very excited because there is so much potential we see in that investment. But the day that we realize that that investment comes to nothing is the day that we have such sadness, such despair, and such sorrow. Let us learn to invest our lives wisely in God and in His Kingdom.
There are four announcements concerning the fall of this present world, and those four announcements come in the form of four voices. There is, first, the voice of judgment: “Fallen is Babylon the Great!” Then there is the voice of exhortation: “Come out of her, my people!” Then there is the voice of despair: “Woe!  Woe, O great city!” Finally, there is the voice of triumph: “Rejoice over her, O heaven!”
We first concern ourselves with the voice of judgment: “Fallen is Babylon the Great!” We see this in Verse 1 (NIV):
After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven. He had great authority, and the earth was illuminated by his splendor.
You might underline the first two words because they are very important to understanding this passage: “After this”, or “After these things” (NAS) some translations read. This opening to Chapter 18 tells us that the events described in Chapter 18 occur after the events described in Chapter 17, thus communicating that the events of Chapter 17 and Chapter 18 are two separate events. I make note of this because some commentators consider that Chapter 17 and Chapter 18 are describing the very same event; that there is no distinction between them. However, I believe that Chapter 17 describes the fall of Babylon, the religious system that dominates the world during the first three and one-half years of the Tribulation and that it comes to an end at the mid-point of the Tribulation. Chapter 18 describes the political, social and economic system, or Babylon, that dominates the world during the entire seven years of the Tribulation period. 
The reason that some consider that these two chapters describe the same event is because that these two Babylons share much in common, and they can easily be confused. First, obviously, they are both called Babylon. Furthermore, they are both are ruled by the Antichrist. They both hate the saints. They both shed the saints' blood. They are both accused of sexual immorality. They both gain the loyalties of the kings of the earth. They both are special targets of God’s judgment, and they both quickly fall under God’s powerful hand of destruction. If you read Chapters 17 and 18 you will see those commonalities. 
But, while the similarities are profound, we must not miss the differences that distinguish the Babylon in Chapter 17 and from the Babylon in Chapter 18. First, as we have noted, the events of Chapter 18 happens “after this.” Remember, that is how Chapter 18 begins, indicating that it is something separate from the events of Chapter 17. Furthermore, the religious Babylon is called “Mystery Babylon, the Mother of Prostitutes” as we read Chapter 17, Verse 5. However, the political/economic Babylon is simply called Babylon the Great, as we see in Chapter 18, Verse 2. Third, the one is described as a prostitute, the other is described as a great city. In Chapter 17, the religious Babylon emphasizes the blasphemy, the religious activity, of Babylon, while Chapter 18 emphasizes the economic self-sufficiency, the greed and the materialism, of Babylon. Furthermore, the merchants of the earth do not mourn the passing of the religious Babylon. We don’t see any mourning from the merchants in Chapter 17 because they are all fine with that. But, in Chapter 18, when this economic system collapses the merchants of the earth mourn and wail over the destruction of the economic, the social, and the political Babylon. Finally, Babylon the Prostitute is destroyed by the ten kings and the Antichrist (17:16, NIV), while Babylon the Great City is destroyed by a direct act of God.   
16 The beast and the ten horns you saw will hate the prostitute.
The Antichrist and the ten kings turn against this religious system and destroy it, but Babylon the Great City is destroyed a direct act of God as we read Chapter 18:8 (NIV),

Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her: death, mourning and famine. She will be consumed by fire, for mighty is the Lord God who judges her.
Her end is different, and God mediates His judgment to the religious Babylon through the ten kings and the Antichrist, where He directly deals with the economic, political, and social Babylon of Chapter 18.

All of this is to give you reasons why I believe that in Chapter 17, God relates the demise of the one-world false religion that was established at the beginning of the Tribulation and that in Chapter 18 God relates the demise of the social-economic system that the Antichrist operates. If we are going to understand this chapter, we must make that distinction. 
Let’s look at Verse 2 (NIV):

2 With a mighty voice he shouted: "Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great! She has become a home for demons and a haunt for every evil spirit, a haunt for every unclean and detestable bird.
John is giving us greater detail into previous prophecies, that if we read Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel, we will find that these Major Prophets all predicted the fall of Babylon.  They talked of Babylon being judged by God. Now Babylon was a real empire of the time of Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel. The Babylon of Isaiah’s day was judged by God in 539 BC, but it was not judged to the extent that the Old Testament prophets said it was going to be judged. There was a “near fulfillment” of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel’s prophesies in the judgment as Cyrus of Persia came and waged war against the Babylonian Empire and conquered her, but what the prophets said was going to happen to Babylon didn’t fully happen, indicating that there was a future fulfillment of that. 

Let us consider just one of those Old Testament prophecies in Isaiah 13:1 (NIV) we read:

An oracle concerning Babylon that Isaiah son of Amoz saw…
This has to do with Babylon. Then we read Verse 9 (NIV) and following:

9 See, the day of the LORD is coming--a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger-- to make the land desolate and destroy the sinners within it. 10 The stars of heaven and their constellations will not show their light. The rising sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light. 11 I will punish the world for its evil, the wicked for their sins. I will put an end to the arrogance of the haughty and will humble the pride of the ruthless. 12 I will make man scarcer than pure gold, more rare than the gold of Ophir. 13 Therefore I will make the heavens tremble; and the earth will shake from its place at the wrath of the LORD Almighty, in the day of his burning anger.
This is yet future. It describes such an event that could not adequately be representative of what happened in 539 BC. 

Furthermore, if we skip to Verse 19 (NIV), 
19 Babylon, the jewel of kingdoms, the glory of the Babylonians' pride, will be overthrown by God like Sodom and Gomorrah. 20 She will never be inhabited or lived in through all generations; no Arab will pitch his tent there, no shepherd will rest his flocks there.   (Isa 13:19-20 NIV)

How is Sodom and Gomorrah overthrown? It was by fire coming down from Heaven. That is exactly what John sees in his in his vision in Revelation 18. This is utter desolation and utter annihilation. 

Babylon of 539 BC was never destroyed to the extent of leaving perpetual destruction and desolation. John knows this, and God directs him to write this Revelation 18. We have to remember that John is writing in 90 AD, and he is writing of another Babylon. It is like the first Babylon, but it is far greater than the first Babylon and its destruction is far greater than the first Babylon.
Why is God going to judge this future Babylon, this world empire which controls the social ethics, the political power, and the economic wealth? Why is God going to judge this future world system? Two reasons are given. Verse 2 (NIV) says:
She has become a home for demons and a haunt for every evil spirit…
Demonic influence is always behind the progress of evil in a culture, in a government, or in an individual life. That is what demons do. To be sure, man’s fallen heart is bent toward evil and produces much wickedness in this world, but Satan is at work to darken our thinking and to tempt us toward disobedience so that a whole world system would move away from God in resistance and rebellion from Him. 
Friend, are you aware that demons love to influence you? They love to influence your family. They love to influence your community. They love to influence your country. When we resist God’s Law in our lives we run the risk of becoming a home for demons and a haunt of every evil spirit. 
We think that we can control the wickedness that we allow in. We think that it is like a little faucet. We want a little bit of wickedness because we are tempted in that direction and we can turn it on and get a few ounces of wickedness and then turn it right off. That is not how the realm of darkness works. That is what the realm of darkness wants us to think about its working, but that is not how it works. We open the faucet to turn just a few ounces, but then we realize that we can’t turn it off; that we have allowed, we have invited, and we have opened up our lives, our community, and our country to demonic influence of the worst sort. That is certainly what happens in this last day. 
Babylon is home to demons because they feel welcome there. No one opposes them, nor their agenda, and every one welcomes their doctrines, their practices, their lifestyles, and their philosophies. Babylon will be tolerant of every aberrant idea that sets itself up against God, so demons love to hang out there.
The second reason that is given in the text is in Verse 3 (NIV). Babylon has polluted the whole world with her wickedness and sin. She becomes a wicked influence.
3 For all the nations have drunk the maddening wine of her adulteries. The kings of the earth committed adultery with her, and the merchants of the earth grew rich from her excessive luxuries.

The whole world at the end time will be seduced by the Antichrist to run after riches, lusts, greedy luxuries, and sexual immorality. The Babylonian peer pressure will be so great that very few can resist it. Everyone gets drunk with the wine of this world system that the Antichrist leads. From children all the way up to old men and old women adopt the same philosophy about life that this Babylon system is selling: it is a philosophy in which God is ignored altogether or that God is openly defied. It is a philosophy that loves only the things of this present world. It is a philosophy of sensuality. It is a philosophy of materialism. It is a philosophy of “the here and the now”. 
It is interesting to me how wickedness will bring financial prosperity in the last days. Doesn’t that cause you some pause? It is interesting, isn’t it, because Babylon is exceedingly wealthy? From my human way of thinking I would think that if this world system sets itself so strongly against God that God would not it to have any prosperity whatsoever. No, that is not how God works. God says, “You want money as your god I will give you money by the truckloads and we will see how your god cares for you.” That is exactly what happens here. Babylon, even in the midst of all the trials and tribulations of judgment, somehow becomes enormously wealthy. It is a luxurious economic system that prevails in Babylon. 
Remember that this prosperity will be ordained of God; God is sovereign. Babylon in the last days teaches us that we should be careful of evaluating God’s blessing upon our lives on the basis of temporal, material goods and on the basis of things “working out” for us. A Babylonian considers their prosperous and peaceful life, and they say to themselves, “I must have done something good. My resistance against God could not have caused Him to be that upset with me because my life seems to be working out all right and the way that I wanted it to work out. I am at peace. I am prosperous. I am wealthy. I am living the life.” 

Friends, often God allows financial profit to come from a sinful life. God often allows a sense of personal peace and well-being even when a person is rebelling. This is part of God’s judgment. It is His giving a sinner over to his/her own sin. Rebellion against God in the last day will bring great wealth to those who participate in it. Let us learn to evaluate God’s blessing in our lives not on the basis of temporal results, not on the basis of whether our career is taking off, of whether we have a lot of money in the bank, on the basis of whether we are able to retire with great ease and comfort, but let us evaluate our lives solely on the basis of the Scriptures and on the basis of God’s Word. That is a sure measure. 

So, you may be asking, “If this prophecy concerns those who will live in the Tribulation, how is it valuable to me? After all, I believe that I will be raptured before the Tribulation begins. What practical value is this?” That is a good question. There are two main answers: first, this prophecy is valuable to us because it reminds us that no matter what the condition of this world is at the moment, Jesus triumphs! Let us not be fooled by the temporal victories of this present world. Jesus will triumph! Secondly, this prophecy is valuable to us to teach us that sin and rebellion and wickedness will one day come to an abrupt end. This world is passing away!

While the Babylon in Chapter 18 is yet future, it is the ultimate expression of societal and governmental rebellion against God in the last days. Babylon exists today in adolescent form. I believe the Bible uses the term “the world” to refer to adolescent Babylon. In the Bible, the term "the world" is much like Babylon in Revelation 18. It is a system controlled by Satan, operating throughout every culture to keep people from having much regard for God. This ungodly world system stands as an enemy of our soul. David Wells defines worldliness as "what any particular culture does to make sin look normal and righteousness look strange." I like that definition.
The first voice is the voice of destruction. The world system that opposes God and ignores God is a system that will fall utterly and completely. God is not mocked.  Whatsoever a man sows that is what he will also reap. (Galatians 6:7, NIV) If the man sows after the flesh, from the flesh he will absolutely, count on it, it is a Law of God, immutable, unchangeable, always coming true, from the flesh reap destruction. If the man or the woman sows after the Spirit, he or she will reap life. 

Let us consider the main application as we consider the second voice, the voice of exhortation: “Come out of her, my people!”
4 Then I heard another voice from heaven say: "Come out of her, my people…”
Here, again, John is echoing the Old Testament prophets, for instance Jeremiah 51 (NIV):  
6 "Flee from Babylon! Run for your lives! Do not be destroyed because of her sins. It is time for the LORD's vengeance; he will pay her what she deserves.
Centuries later John is going to write the exact same words: “Come out of her, my people…”

Man's philosophy often is: “When living in Rome, do as the Romans do!” You have got to fit in! But, God says, “When living in Rome, move out of Rome! You have got to stand alone! You must disentangle yourself from the attitudes and actions of a world that hates God.”  How easy is it for Babylon to seep into our souls and into our own way of thinking about life. After living for a short time in Babylon, we can easily begin to think like a Babylonian, talk like a Babylonian, and behave like a Babylonian. God says, “Come out of her, my people!” This is a call for separation! 
Daniel lived in Babylon. He was transported from Israel to Babylon during an exile. What did Daniel do as a young man? If you read the Book of Daniel, you will see that Daniel refused to eat the king’s food and to drink the king’s wine. He was coming out of Babylon even as he was living in Babylon. 

When He says, “Come out of her, my people…”, He is not saying, “Isolate yourselves. Separate yourselves completely and utterly from all matters of life in that community or in that culture”, but, He is saying, “Don’t participate in any of the things in that culture that refuse to acknowledge my glory and that disobeys my commands and my Law and that ignores me.” Daniel is saying that the food and the drink that he is being asked to eat and drink would cause him to take his eyes off of the glory of God, so Daniel says that he will not eat and he will not drink it. Then, of course, the Babylonian king was tricked into making the proclamation that Daniel could not bow down and pray, but Daniel said, “I have to bow down and pray,” so he was thrown into the lion’s den because of it.
There is a poem I learned in junior high:

Dare to be a Daniel. Dare to stand alone.

Dare to have a purpose firm, and dare to make it known.

God calls us, “Come out of her, my people.” If you are a member of God’s people, you and I must come out of the Babylonian system that exists in our world today.

Certainly this exhortation is given specifically to those who are living in this future day.  There will be believers who have come to faith in Jesus during the Tribulation who will be pressured to conform to Babylon in their thinking and lifestyle and to participate in deeds of darkness. This call to come out does not mean that a believer could not have a job in this future society or participate in many activities of life, but it does mean that they will have to live so significantly different from the people around them, that they will feel like strangers, like misfits, and like outsiders in the land. They will feel like they do not belong because they refuse to participate in the sensuality, the materialism, the greed, the idolatry, and the wickedness that the world around them revels in. 
Two reasons are given to “come out.” First, because if you do not get out, you will participate in her sins as we see in Verse 4 (NIV).
"Come out of her, my people, so that you will not share in her sins…” 
Do not be so foolish as to think you can love associating with all the materialism, all the sensuality, all the immorality, and all the drunkenness that is part of present day Babylon and not be overcome by temptation! Don’t be so foolish! Don’t consider that you are strong enough. No, you and I are not strong enough. That is why He says, “Flee it!” 
Secondly, come out of Babylon because judgment is coming, and you do not want to be part of that. Look at Verses 4 and 5 (NIV).
4so that you will not share in her sins, so that you will not receive any of her plagues; 5 for her sins are piled up to heaven, and God has remembered her crimes. 

Do not confuse God’s patience with feeble forgetfulness.  No, the sins keep piling up like garbage at His feet, and God remembers! Look at Verses 6 and following:
6 Give back to her as she has given; pay her back double… 8 Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her: death, mourning and famine. She will be consumed by fire, for mighty is the Lord God who judges her.
The application to this exhortation is very straightforward for us: we have to get out of modern-day Babylon. We have to come out. We have to be a separate people. We have to be holy and righteous! We have to be misfits and outsiders in this present world. We have to be if we are to be God’s people! That is what we are called to be. 

2 Corinthians 6:14-17 (NIV), reads this way:  

14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?  15 What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 16 What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people." 17 "Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you."

Is this saying that we can have no relationship whatsoever with an unbeliever?  Absolutely not! We are called to be fishers of men and ambassadors for Christ. Our goal is not to isolate ourselves from the people of this world. We must have friendships with unbelievers in this world in order to fulfill God’s call upon our lives in order to do the work of Jesus. But, we must separate ourselves from everything in our culture that is not glorifying to God and that entails thousands and thousands of individual applications. We separate ourselves from the way of thinking, behaving, speaking and responding. 
Peter would say, in 1 Peter 1:14 (NIV):
As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires that you had when you lived in ignorance.

Paul would say, in Romans 12:2 (NIV):
2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
There are a million ways in which we are called to be different, holy, unlike this world; both big and small ways. Here are just a few of them, and this is just a start. I don’t pick them because they are bigger than any others, but I want you to begin thinking, because if you miss this, you missed Revelation 18 completely. You are an employee of a company, and there is a company policy that you are not to make personal copies on the company copy machine, but everyone does it. Supervisors see it done but they don’t pay any attention to it and they let it go; it is no problem at all. Friends, if you disobey a company policy because everyone else is disobeying it, that is conformity to this world; come out of her, my people. 

When a marriage relationship sours, and you are no longer happy in it, it is common to seek a divorce. Divorce is seen as the solution to unhappiness, and even the Christian counselor you go to may tell you to go ahead and break the covenant that you have made with God. But, they have no authority to tell you or give you permission to break a covenant you have made with God because they are not God, are they? “Come out of her, my people,” God would say. 
Let’s get down to the nitty-gritty: you are at a football game and the referee makes a horrible call against your team. Everyone else in the stadium begins to berate and abuse those men in the white stripes. That is the culture, isn’t it? If you begin to join in with them, guess what, you have conformed yourself to this present world. God will say, “Come out of her, my people.” 

You are a college student, and there is a party you are invited to.  Everyone is going to be there. It is a party in which drunkenness, lewd behavior, sexual immorality, and ungodly entertainment will be the course of the evening. You are asked to go as the designated driver. They know that you are not a drunkard; “Come, be the designated driver.” If you go, and you participate in that party that is conformity to this world.  “Come out of her my people!”

I know that this last illustration may trouble some, especially college students, but I want to spend some time here because I believe that our Christian college students often times get horribly deceived by the Evil One in this way. Someone may say, “We are called to be the friend of sinners, right, so that is all I am doing when I am going to this party. I am not getting drunk. I may have a little drink or two there, but I am not going to get drunk. I am not going to participate in all of the things that are going around. I am going to be a friend of sinners.” When Jesus was a friend of sinners, He entered into the home of Zacchaeus, and He didn’t just simply stand by while Zacchaeus was ripping off the people who were paying taxes. He didn’t do that. He went in and had dinner where there was none of that sinful activity going on, and certainly standing by without saying something and denouncing it would have been tacit approval of it. Jesus would have had no part in it. 

He was around prostitutes when He was at dinner in the home of a Pharisee, and He allowed one sinful woman to anoint His feet and another to wash His feet with her tears. He didn’t go out to the street corner and talk with them as they were going in and out with various clients and say, “Hey, it is okay because I am Jesus, and I am a friend of sinners.” No, He always confronted sin wherever it was.

I guess, if as a college student, you plan to go to that party and spend the entire time telling your friends about the destruction of sin, then go ahead and go, but make sure every moment that you are at that party you are telling your friends about the destructive nature of sin and about the glory of the Gospel of Jesus.

The third voice of despair says: “Woe! Woe, O great city!” Notice that these merchants are weeping and wailing, not because Babylon is judged, but because the judgment upon Babylon has affected them financially. That is the reason why they are so sad. 
When Isaiah saw the Glory of God and His Holiness on full display, he said (Isaiah 6:5, NIV), “Woe is me!” He said the same word, “Woe,” but he said, “Woe is me,” and then he said that now that he had seen the glory of God, he realizes that he is ruined and that he is a man of unclean lips living among a people of unclean lips. Here they are seeing the judgment of God in a single hour, with such force and power, and all they can think about is, “Woe is me, because my retirement is now affected and because my investments are all lost and they are going down the tube.” 

I wonder how much of that is still a part of our response when we see some of what I believe are God’s sovereign affects upon our own country. If we are saying, “Woe is me because I am a person of unclean lips, and I recognize now, through God’s hand upon this country and upon our life, I recognize that I am not living the kind of righteous life that God would call me to.” Or, I wonder, if we are not exactly like these merchants who say, “Woe is me because it has affected me financially.”

Finally is the voice of triumph: “Rejoice over her, O Heaven!” Look at Verse 20 (NIV):
20 Rejoice over her, O heaven! Rejoice, saints and apostles and prophets! God has judged her for the way she treated you.' "
This is not a taunting cheer, but it is a cheer that Jesus has won the victory. 

The first question I ask is: are you a citizen of Heaven or are you a citizen of this present world? Your citizenship will determine whether you enter the victory of Jesus or whether you mourn as you taste of God’s ultimate judgment. God has given us access to His person, to His Kingdom through His Son Jesus, and the offer is open:  believe on His Son Jesus and you will be recued from any judgment, any punishment, any righteous response that God will have toward wickedness that is in your own heart. You will be rescued and delivered, and you will be brought into the Kingdom of God’s own Son and you will be given life eternal, a right relationship with God. 

Have you believed in Jesus? Have you become a citizen of the Kingdom of God?

The second question I ask is: are you still investing in this world that is passing away? (1 John 2:15-17, NIV)
15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  16 For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world.  17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.
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