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Hallelujah! 

1After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: 

"Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 

2for true and just are his judgments. 

He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. 
   
He has avenged on her the blood of his servants." 3And again they shouted: 

"Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever." 

4The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was seated on the throne. 
And they cried: "Amen, Hallelujah!" 

5Then a voice came from the throne, saying: "Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both small and 
great!" 

6Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, 
shouting:    "Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 
7Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! 

For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. 
8Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) 

9Then the angel said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!' " And he 
added, "These are the true words of God." 

10At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with 
your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy."

One of the presents that my son Jackson requested for his 12th birthday this past Friday was a compilation book of the comic strip “Calvin and Hobbes.” I have to tell you that I was a bit selfish in purchasing this gift for Jackson as I find this philosophic comic strip very amusing.  The little boy, Calvin, communicates the heart and mind of the person who believes in himself first and foremost. Little Calvin is very creative, and he enthusiastically pursues joy in life. I love that. Unfortunately, Calvin pursues joy without any knowledge of joy’s true source. Without a focus on God, he seeks joy in purely selfish and transient means. I think that the reason that I like the comic so much is that Calvin expresses what my flesh often thinks, but is shrewd enough not to actually say. He is often a mirror to that sinful part of me that is still actively waging war with God’s Spirit. Calvin’s antics casts ridicule upon my own self-focused way of thinking and self-centered way of living.

One conversation between Calvin and Hobbes, his stuffed tiger, that becomes animated in his imagination, particularly struck me as it fits nicely with our passage today in Revelation 19. Calvin and Hobbes are walking leisurely together when Calvin says, “I’m at peace with the world.  I’m completely serene.”  “Why is that?” Hobbes inquires.  “I’ve discovered my purpose in life. I know why I was put here and why everything exists.” “Oh, really!” “Yes, I am here so everybody can do what I want.” Hobbes rolls his eyes and says, “It’s nice to have that cleared up.” Calvin concludes, “Once everybody accepts it, they’ll be serene too.”

Poor Calvin - he believes a lie. Unfortunately, it is a lie that many of us also believe in some measure this morning. For a time, the lie may “work” for us. We can pursue selfish ends, and we may find a degree of peace, a degree of serenity, and a degree of pleasure in life, but the lie ultimately will fail us. Our precious peace and serenity will blow away like dust in the wind.  This is why we need Revelation 19:1-10 so much. This passage shatters the illusion that joy can be found in anyone or anything outside of God. This text asserts the rightful place of God in all of life. This Scripture reminds us that the purpose and meaning of life is wrapped up in the worship of God and that we are created to connect to God and that our chief end is to glorify and enjoy God forever and ever.  

In this study we are, first, going to consider the centrality of worship and then the cause of worship. Then we will discuss four reasons to worship God with great joy. First, the glorious salvation belongs to God. The second is that perfect justice belongs to our God. The third reason for worshipping God with joy is because sovereign rule belongs to our God. Finally, joyful relationship belongs to the saints.

Let us first consider this idea of the centrality of worship in Revelation 19:1 (NIV):  

After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God…
“After this”, verse 1, begins. We have seen those two words often throughout Revelation, and they once again mark a sequence for us. They are time markers.  It is after Babylon is destroyed at the end of the Tribulation. We are right there at the cusp of the coming of the Lord Jesus in power and glory, and it is at the very end of the judgments of God. This worship service begins just before Jesus returns to the earth to establish His Millennial Kingdom. 
In our study of Revelation, from Chapters 6-18, God reveals judgment after judgment after judgment that takes place upon the earth. The seven seal judgments are opened, then the seven trumpet judgments sound, and finally the seven bowl judgments are poured out upon the earth.  But, now, in Revelation 19 we find a dramatic change in tone. The book goes from the dark night of judgment to the bright dawn of a whole new day. We are turning a corner from sorrow to song. This chapter acts as a bridge between the horrors of the Great Tribulation and the happiness of the Millennial Kingdom.

“Hallelujah!” is shouted in Heaven. This is a common Christian expression in our day but this Christian expression, “Hallelujah!” comes from the transliteration of Hebrew word, “Alleluia!” It means “Praise the Lord!”, “Praise Yahweh!” Here it acts as both an expression of praise and a call to worship: “Praise Yahweh”, but also, “Everybody, let us join in and praise Yahweh together.” Do you realize that this is the first time that this word is used in all of the New Testament? It is the first time, and it is at the End of the Age. Once this word is used in Verse 1, it is repeated not two times, not three times, but four times in the next couple of verses. It is repeated in Verses 3, 4, and 6. I believe that worship is the central theme, not only of this paragraph of Scripture, but of the Bible from beginning to end. 
Remember that Adam and Eve worshipped God in the Garden of Eden. Each day they would meet with God and they would walk with God in the cool of the day, but then they rebelled and they sinned against God and their sin cut them off from walking with God in fellowship in the cool of the day. It cut them off from worship, and that is what worship is – walking with God, relating to Him, and enjoying Him. Their sin cut them off for God is holy and He is glorious. He can have no part with sin, but then the message of the Bible is that God in grace made a way, and He provided a path by which a sinful man could still worship the Holy God. This is the very purpose for which God sent us His Son Jesus to us so that we might know Him. He sent His Son so that we might have eternal life in Jesus, and Jesus says, “Eternal life is this, that you might know me and know the Father who sent me.” (John 17:3) Worship is the single most important act, the single most important priority, and it is the single most important thing in all of life. 
A.W. Tozer writes, "Why did Christ come? Why was He conceived? Why was He born? Why was He crucified? Why did He rise again? Why is He now at the right hand of the Father? The answer to all these questions is, 'In order that He might make worshippers out of rebels; in order that He might restore us again to the place of worship we knew when we were first created.'"

God has a plan, and in Revelation 19 we see how God concludes His plan. He concludes it with worship because that is where all of human history is moving. It is moving towards a place and an experience in which God's creation, in which God’s people, worship Him and enjoy Him and connect to Him forever and ever and ever and ever. Notice that everyone in heaven, the angels, Old Testament saints, the New Testament Christians, and the Tribulation saints, are all invited to this worship, to join together in the acknowledgment of the adoration of God Himself. 

Look at Verse 5 (NIV):

5 …"Praise our God, all you his servants…"
That is the call to worship whether they are angelic servants, human servants, servants of the Old Testament, servants of the New Testament, servants of the Tribulation Day, all servants are called to gather together and fear Him, both great and small. In Verse 7 (NIV):

7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory!
Then in Verse 10 (NIV),

10 At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."
John is confused in the midst of the wonder of this vision.

I love this part of the story for a number of reasons. John is so overwhelmed by the glory of God revealed in the message that he is tempted to fall down before the messenger. The messenger stops him and says, “No. You will miss the whole point of the whole message of the Bible. You are going to miss the whole point of God’s entire revelation to man, and the whole of Scriptures if you do this.” The angel asks, “What is the point of the entire message that has been given to you in Revelation, but also throughout all of Scripture? Here is the point: worship God!”  When this angel says, “Worship God!” he is not saying, “Sing a hymn,” or “Listen to a sermon,” or “Pray a prayer,” or “Listen to a public reading.” No, all these are forms that move us toward the heart of worship. The angel is saying, “Connect with God! Delight yourself in the Lord! Focus all of your thoughts upon Him and give Him praise! Adore your Creator! Fear the Righteous Judge! Savor the Lord of Glory and take great pleasure in Him! Worship God.”  

Worship is central to who we are. It is central to our present. It is central to our future.

Let me offer three definitions of worship from three different people. They each have a different emphasis. Worship is all encompassing. It is hard for us to get our arms around it. The moment we give a definition to worship, there are parts of that definition that are either unclear or incomplete. That is why God has given us a whole book to understand what worship is. It is not just about gathering together on Sunday morning. That is a part of it, and there are forms of it, but worship is all of life in response to the living God.
John Piper writes, “Worship is the blatant, public savoring of God in the midst of a very seductive Babylonian culture. Worship is the flagrant, open enjoyment of God as the fountain of life. And therefore it is a public declaration that God is more to be desired than all the pleasures of Babylon.” That is what worship is. It is the absolute conviction that God is more valuable, God is more pleasurable, and God is more delightful that all that Babylon, all that this present world, would offer us.
Warren Wiersbe writes, “Worship is a believer’s response of all that he is…mind, emotions, will and body . . .to all that God is, says and does.”

William Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury (1942-44), wrote: "Worship is the submission of all our nature to God. It is the quickening of conscience by his holiness; the nourishment of mind with his truth; the purifying of imagination by his beauty; the opening of the heart to his love; the surrender of will to his purpose - and all of this gathered up in adoration."

Friends, worship is central to who we are as God’s people. It is central to our purpose. It is central to our meaning. This call to worship in Revelation 19 is meant to stir the hearts of the readers. Of course, it is a call to worship of a future people living in a future day, but it is written down for our benefit. It is written down so that our hearts also when we hear it, will be moved to worship God.  It is meant to cast our eyes upon a future day so that we can keep in mind the movement of our lives, the forward progress of our lives, is toward an ultimate end, and that ultimate end is worship. It is meant to allow us to enter into by faith that future day when the saints gather around the throne of God and shout out, “Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah!” 
So the angel’s command, “Worship God!” is directed toward John in this vision, but it is also directed toward us. We know that because of what the angel says next in verse 10 (NIV):
“For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”  
This means that the spirit of prophecy, that is to say the heart of Bible prophecy and the essence of Bible prophecy, is designed to uncover Jesus for us. It is designed to point us to Jesus and provide a testimony, a reading, and a report of the person of Jesus. The essence of prophecy is to display Jesus’ beauty, His majesty, and His loveliness to us. That is why God gave us prophecy.  Jesus is not only the major theme of the whole Bible, but He is specifically the theme of the prophetic parts of God’s Word.  

So why do we study a book like Revelation? Is it because we are interested in future events, or because we are drawn toward literature with wild imagery? No, we study prophecy because we want to worship Jesus. We want to know Him. We want to adore Him. He is worthy of our praise. He is worthy of the commitment of our whole lives. He is worthy of our obedience. If the study of Bible prophecy is not bringing us into a deeper love for Jesus, I believe that we should set the study down for a moment and consider what element in our lives is aborting God’s purpose. There is a spiritual abortion that is taking place in our lives, and that is a dangerous thing. Something is going horribly wrong if our study only leads us to become more interested in current political events. The spirit of prophecy is the testimony of the report of Jesus.

Worship is central to who we are as individual Christians. Worship is central to who we are as an assembly of God’s people together as a church.

Let’s consider the cause of worship: what motivates us to be so committed and passionate regarding worship? There are four reasons in this text that are given to us to worship God with great joy. The first reason is found in, again, in Verse 1 (NIV): glorious salvation belongs to our God!  

After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God…”
We can almost begin to hear the rafters beginning to shake with the sound that is reverberating. This heavenly multitude “roared” with gladness because that day was the day in which salvation became complete and became full.

Spontaneous celebrations of freedom erupted all across Eastern Europe in the late 1980's as atheistic and tyrannical governments suddenly disintegrated. One of the more unusual displays of liberty took place in Czechoslovakia on November 27, 1989. Although church bells had not been heard in that freedom-starved nation for 45 years, as that nation was starving for freedom, but at noon every church bell in the country began to ring. The pigeons were as startled as the people. A sign placed on the front lawn of a church in Prague summed up the joy of the moment. It simply read simply: “The Lamb Wins.”
That was only one of many temporal battles against wickedness that the Lamb has won throughout all of human history, but here, in Revelation 19, it takes us forward and all of these little victories that we see the Lamb winning time and time again, are bound up in one full, complete, absolute, and final victory. It is what all the little joys throughout all of human history, as we see the Lamb winning, all are pointing to and moving toward one, final, absolute completion of salvation that is won by our Lord Jesus. The salvation that is won is not partial or temporary, but is total and eternal. 
There is a passage in Romans 13:11, that is kind of curious. Paul says (NIV),  
11 . . . The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.
This is fascinating because if you have read the first twelve chapters of Romans you would have come to the conclusion that Paul was presently enjoying salvation in a very complete form (Romans 8:1, NIV):

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus…

And yet, the Apostle Paul writes this, “our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.” In other words, “we are approaching salvation. We are not there yet, but we are approaching it.”  Paul is not saying that we, as believers, will very soon receive justification and that we are going to receive the forgiveness of our sin, and we will receive eternal life for a home in Heaven and adoption into God’s family. No, all of that has already taken place, but Paul is saying that our ultimate experience of joy in God’s presence is almost here. Our ultimate deliverance from sin and temptation that is on the inside waging war against us and oppression on the outside from the wickedness of this world, that salvation and complete deliverance is nearer now than when we first believed. God’s glory and power will soon be fully on display. 
Today, the wrong often seems so strong. We read our newspapers and we think, “Is God really still on the throne? Is He still in the business of salvation?” But in that day, the wrong will shrivel up like a daisy petal, never to return. The whole world will witness the power of Jesus to destroy rebellion and wickedness. Jesus will bring us into the experience of perfect union with Himself and all of His people. Sin will come to an abrupt end. It will no longer stand in the way.  Can you imagine what it will be like to be so released from this fallen world that we will never feel the pull of this world, its allure, its deceptions, its temptations, ever again on our hearts? Can you imagine what that will be like? We will not be tempted by sin, we will not be deceived by lies, and we will not be hurt by wickedness. Salvation is complete. Every day we are called to pray: “Father, forgive us our sins, because we sin every day, and Father, lead us not into temptation because we know that this world is full of temptation.  We know that our flesh is so weak, and we can’t afford walking cavalierly into places of temptation. Father, protect even from the sphere where we are going to be drawn and lured in by the evils of this world.” 
Salvation is complete. Halleluiah, salvation and power and glory belong to our God! We will live in the light of the Risen Lamb. Hallelujah!
The second reason that we are given to worship God with great joy is that perfect justice belongs to our God. Look at Verses 2 and 3 (NIV):

2 for true and just are his judgments. He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. He has avenged on her the blood of his servants."  3 And again they shouted: "Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever."

“For true and just are His judgments” – that is the reason why we worship. Notice the further explanation of what he means by “justice”. “He” the Lamb, Jesus, God, “has condemned the great prostitute” – remember that is this world system and false religion, especially as it is connected to the wicked political system that moves in a direction away from God, and he says that He destroyed, He has cut off, “He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries.” So, again, upon hearing about God’s perfect justice and God’s vengeance, they shout out, “Hallelujah! The smoke from here goes up for ever and ever.”

One of the reasons heaven will worship in that last day is that justice is finally and fully meted out. God finally avenges the persecution of His people. No longer will the people say: "How long, oh Lord, how long?"
But, the day will be complete in which God’s righteousness is absolutely expressed upon all wickedness. Some may have some problems with this idea, this reason, and this motivation thinking that is it somehow unworthy of Christians to rejoice in God’s avenging justice. You may have had the same trouble last week when we read Revelation 18:20-21 (NIV). Remember the whole chapter is how Babylon has fallen to such an extent that she is never going to return. She is burned with fire. In Verse 20 there is this call:
20 “‘Rejoice over her, O heaven! Rejoice, saints and apostles and prophets! God has judged her for the way she treated you.’”

What are we to think about this? It is important to think clearly and accurately and biblically. This rejoicing is not a joy over sinners perishing in God’s judgment. Ezekiel tells us that God does not take delight in the death of the wicked. This is not a delight in the fact that sinners are perishing underneath God’s judgment. That fact, when we consider it, rightly moves us towards compassion. This is not a taunting cheer, but it is the cheer of a necessary victory that is won!  This rejoicing is over the vindication of the martyred saints and over the annihilation of rebellion against God and the removal of evil in this dark world, and that is a very, very good thing. Jesus is exalted, and His righteousness is established. You see, it is darkness that started the war against God. It is evil that began the rebellion, and when evil rebelled against God, both in the angelic realm and then in the human realm, it brought all these horrible, painful, ungodly consequences to all of mankind. God, in His righteousness and justice, says, “I won’t tolerate that forever. It is not the way that I created the world, and it is not the way I will allow the world to end.” 
Jesus is exalted. His righteousness is established. Once the war was begun, there are only three possible outcomes. Evil waged a war against God, the perfect, righteous, merciful, omnipotent, sovereign, omniscient, loving God. Three outcomes can flow from there. One outcome would be that evil would win. That wouldn’t be worth rejoicing over, would it? The second outcome would be that the war, and the battle, would go on ad infinitum; forever and ever there would be a war between good and evil, between God and Satan and his minions. That, also, we recognize would not be a good outcome. The third outcome is that God wins. That is what happens here, and that is why there is so much joy in Heaven. They have seen the rebellion, and all of the consequences of the rebellion take place for century after century after century, and now God acts to gain complete triumph. 

Some of you lived through World War II. You may remember that May 8, 1945 was a day marked by celebrations throughout much of Europe, the United States, and many other places throughout the world. People cheered and danced in the streets. Strangers hugged one another that day, for the end of the war in Europe had arrived – VE Day! In his stirring speech, Winston Churchill captured this sense of jubilation:  “God bless you all. This is your victory! It is the victory of the cause of freedom in every land. In all our long history we have never seen a greater day than this. Everyone, man or woman, has done their best. Everyone has tried. Neither the long years, nor the dangers, nor the fierce attacks of the enemy, have in any way weakened the independent resolve of the British nation. God bless you all!” 

Do you blame the British who had been bombed time and time again for being really excited and joyful that the end of the war had come and that Hitler had lost? No, we don’t blame them at all. In fact, if we were there, we too would have been dancing in the streets if we would have known the pain of young men who died during that war and to know that now that time of suffering and that time of sending young men after young men after young men, over and over, to the battlefront is done! The enemy has been conquered. The enemy lost; that enemy that was so evil, and then we discovered how truly evil that enemy was. Victory was won over an evil ruler and over an evil world’s systems.  

Revelation 19 describes joy in victory, victory over evil, and it is a much greater evil and a much stronger evil even than Hitler and his Nazi system, for this evil is corrupting, not only to the body but also to the soul. This evil is relationship breaking. It is death producing. This victory is on a far greater scale with far more lasting eternal results. The long years, the painful assaults, and the fierce attacks of the enemy are finally be over, once and for all, and is it any wonder that Heaven cries out, “Hallelujah!”  God will be praised. Those who have been martyred will be avenged. The defeat of evil is assured. 

We must make one note: man’s vengeance is evil because we are not God, and we are told not to take vengeance because we are not the judge of all the world. We are not in that place, and if we seek to exercise vengeance upon our enemies, we will be overcome by evil.  We will only add to the evil, but God’s vengeance is perfect because He is God, and it is an expression of His perfect justice and His perfect righteousness. 
Look at Verse 3 (NIV),

3 And again they shouted: "Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever."
Babylon, as we learned in the study of Revelation 18, is going to be destroyed by fire. This world system is going to burn up one day, and her smoke will go up forever and ever. That is to say, that Babylon, that great city, that represents all rebellion against God, will never, ever be built again. His destruction is permanent. The old order of things has completely passed away.  This is the refrain of a song of worship. This is a wonderful thing to celebrate. Think of all of the things that are now over because of the victory that is won on that future day. Persecution – it's over. False religion and idolatry – it’s over. War – it’s over. Poverty – it’s over. Human philosophy that sets itself up against God – it’s over. Natural disasters – they are all over. Sexual assault and sexual perversion – they are all over. Murder – it’s over. Deceit – over. Injustice – over. Broken relationships in homes – over. Broken relationships in churches – over. Mental illness – over. Physical disease – over. Greed – over. We could go on and on and on.

Is it any wonder that Heaven, when they recognize the completion of God’s Salvation and His perfect justice, that they rise up and say, “Hallelujah! Praise God!” And, if we enter in on this it will become a motivation for us as well. 
The third motivation is that sovereign rule belongs to our God. Look at Verses 4-6 (NIV),
4 The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was seated on the throne. And they cried: “Amen, Hallelujah!” 5 Then a voice came from the throne, saying: “Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both small and great!” 6 Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: “Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns.”
Notice that we are at the throne and there is an imagery of kingship. A confidence in God’s sovereign rule is the foundation of all worship. We are often tempted in this present age to wonder whether God really does reign and rule over evil, but that day will put His rule, His sovereign power, on full display. God does rule over Babylon. The voice came out from the throne saying, “Praise our God, all you His servants!”  Why, for the Lord God Almighty, Omnipotent, reigns! He is in charge.  

This doctrine of God’s Sovereignty is so eminently practical. Our worship is hindered when we fail to acknowledge God’s Sovereign rule over the events of our own lives. I know that sometimes it appears that God is not in control, and we say, “Where are you God? What are you doing?” But God is in sovereign control. God chooses to put His sovereignty on full display in that last day, but this does not mean that in this present day He is less than sovereign or in absolute control. It means that He allows evil to work in this present world, and He designs it for His own purposes; so He has purposes moving in and through it. In that future day we will not be asking those questions anymore, but the truth still remains. Friends, nothing comes to you that does not, first, pass through God’s loving hands. 

I remember reading that in a book called “Knowing God” in senior high. It made such a dramatic impact upon my life. Nothing comes to us that does not first pass through God’s loving hands. He is in control of it all. This is why Job was able to worship even though his family was taken from him, all of his wealth was taken from him, and his health was taken from him. Then his wife said, “Curse God, Job, and then die.” Yet, in the midst of all of this, Job said, “Even though you slay me I am going to trust you and your sovereign rule in my life.” 

“The Lord gives and the Lord takes away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.” (Job 1:21)

One of my favorite modern worship songs carries this theme. We sing it often. It is written by Matt Redman (Blessed Be Your Name):


Blessed Be Your Name in the land that is plentiful 


Where Your streams of abundance flow, Blessed be Your name

That is the kind of song I like to sing when I come to church after a week when everything went right. Then the verses begin to change.

Blessed Be Your name when I'm found in the desert place

Though I walk through the wilderness, Blessed Be Your name

Have you ever come to church after a week that has been very lonely and very dry? 

Every blessing You pour out I'll turn back to praise

When the darkness closes in, Lord still I will say

This is a commitment of worship, isn’t it?  Blessed be Your name

Blessed be Your name when the sun's shining down on me

When the world's 'all as it should be', Blessed be Your name

Blessed be Your name on the road marked with suffering 

Though there's pain in the offering, Blessed be Your name

There is only one way that we can worship God on the road marked with suffering, and that is when we have great confidence that God is sovereign; that He rules over our lives.

The fourth motivation is that joyful relationship belongs to the saints. Let’s look at Verses 7-10 (NIV),
7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.

God likens the new age that begins at the coming of the Lord Jesus to a wedding. In this picture the bride is God’s people who await a future day in which we will be joined with our Lord in face-to-face communion. We do have a relationship now, don’t we? It is the betrothal period, but there is going to be a wedding day when the betrothal period will be set aside, and there will be a new kind of relationship that we will enter into. That is one of the things that motivates us to be joyful in Revelation 19, because that day has finally arrived. This still motivates us because we look forward to that day.  We have a longing for it and a hope in it, as we look forward to the day of this wedding. What a rich illustration this is. Our worship is motivated by a future day.
I want to talk with those of you who are married. Do you remember what it was like anticipating your wedding day? Do you remember that? For some of us, it may have been a long time ago. I remember hoping, as I thought about that time in my life and looking forward to the wedding day, I remember at about that time, during a seven-month period, hoping and having this conscious thought, “Lord, I hope that the rapture doesn’t come until after December 19th.” That was a silly thought. It really is when you come to realize what the Scripture says about the Rapture, because if the Rapture had come, I was not going to be disappointed. There is more joy in the future that God has for us even than in a wedding day that we have anticipated. That is why He gives us this great illustration, because He knows that there is a longing and an excitement and an enthusiasm about the prospect of that day. 

Kimberly and I were separated during most of our engagement. I was living in Texas, and she was living in Kansas City, so there was a longing during that time because we weren’t even seeing each other. We would talk on the phone about once a week because our budget wouldn’t even allow for much more of a long distance phone bill. So, this expectation was only building because of this separation. Furthermore, we decided during our engagement period not to kiss when we were together so that we would be not be tempted to go beyond biblical bounds of purity. We recognized that that was a very powerful force working against us. When that day finally arrived and I saw my bride walking down the aisle, I had not known previously a happier day. I remember my cheeks aching that night because I laughed and smiled so much throughout the day.

Now the point of a wedding is not the cake, or the flowers, or the dresses, or the dinner, or the dancing. The point of a wedding is the joyful relationship that is sealed by a covenant with God;  a relationship that is lasting, deep, satisfying and wonderful.

As Christ’s church, we await a future day in which our union with Him will be one of face-to-face joy. We are motivated in our worship by this joyful relationship that we have with Christ now during the engagement period, but that will increase in joy when that future day arrives!

Here is the action point: worship God! That is what the text says: in view of the wedding supper of the Lamb, worship God. Enjoy Him. Engage Him. Know Him. Love Him. 

We were created to find life through our connection to God. All through this text it talks about “our God.”
“Salvation, glory, and power belong to our God.”

There is a personal connection between us and God and I have to ask, do you have that personal relationship and that personal connection where you can consider the God of the Universe, who created all that is, and say, “That God is my God.”

Little Calvin got it all wrong when he said, “I’ve discovered my purpose in life. I know why I was put here and why everything exists. I am here so everybody can do what I want.” Hobbs was very sarcastic in his reply and rightfully so. He said, “Well, it is nice that you have that cleared up.” He said that sarcastically and with a roll of the eyes because he knew that little Calvin didn’t have that all cleared up; that he knew that was not going to work for him in the long run, and that won’t work for you or for me either, because every lie comes to an ultimate end and it fails us. It may succeed for a little time, or seem to succeed with peace and serenity, and that day Calvin was completely oblivious, “I am serene and at peace with the world.” So often there are so many that wonder around the world thinking that they are at peace when there is no peace and one day the lie will become revealed for what it is.

I ask, do you possess the ultimate purpose, the purpose of enjoying God in a relationship with Him? 
Adam and Eve, they walked with God in the cool of the day, and they connected with Him and they related to Him. They sinned and their sin cut them off from worship of God because God is Holy, but their problem became our problem so that when we were born in this world, we were born, not in a right connection with God, but we were born disconnected from God, severed from a relationship with Him. Here is where the Good News of the Gospel comes in: God, in His Grace, made a way for you and me to reconnect and be reconciled to Him. He sent us His Son, and He offers you forgiveness of sin and He offers you a relationship. Do you know Him?

16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but (that the world through Him might have life).” (John 3:16-17) 

Do you know God?  If you do, friends, let’s worship Him. 
September 13, 2009

"Let Us Rejoice!"

Revelation 19:1-10
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