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The Thousand Years

1And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 2He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time. 

4I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5(The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 6Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years. 

Satan's Doom 

7When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—to gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 9They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God's people, the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 10And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.
We have made our way through Revelation, and Chapter 19, Verse 11, begins the climax not only of the Book of Revelation but it is the climax of all of the Bible and, thus, all of human history and all of God’s redemptive plan for us.  It is found at its apex and is found in its completion. The rest of these verses will help us to understand God, the Kingdom of God, God’s future plan in His Son, in the eternal state, and the judgments that are to come as well.

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place, and His disciples observed Him praying. His disciples recognized that prayer was one of the reservoirs that energized Jesus’ life and ministry. They observed how often He went to prayer and the impact that His praying made. They also observed that Jesus did not pray like the other religious leaders whom they had heard pray; long on words and short on meaningful content. Jesus prayed in deep, intimate communion with His Father. They wanted to be able to pray that way too, so after Jesus finished praying one of the disciples came to Jesus and said, “Lord, teach us to pray.” He gathered his disciples around him and He said to them (Matthew 6:9-13, NIV), 
9 “This, then, is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 11Give us today our daily bread.  12Forgive us our sins, even as we forgive those who sinned against us. 13And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’”
Now Jesus was not giving his disciples some nice words to repeat as a ritual utterance, but Jesus was giving His disciples a spiritual focus in their communication with God.  He wanted them to learn to seek God as the Provider of all their needs; to seek God as the Provider for their daily bread, for the forgiveness of their sins, for deliverance from the power of the evil one in their lives. Jesus wanted them to have a Godward focus in their praying. He knew that our prayers often drift to man-centered attitudes and self-focused hopes, and so He taught His disciples to pray God-centered prayers. He knew that such praying would help us to treasure the things that God treasures, to live with renewed hope, and to enjoy God to the fullest if we would learn how to pray. The first few lines of the prayer that Jesus taught us to pray have exploded in significance upon my soul as I have been studying Revelation these many months.

“Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come.” Thy kingdom come! Jesus teaches us that the coming of God’s kingdom is to become a primary point of reference in our lives. Not a superficial and fancy focus but a primary point of reference. Such a focus and a yearning upon God’s coming Kingdom will transform us. It will change the way we think about our jobs, our marriages, our children, our neighborhood, our country, our trials, and our triumphs. Everything will change as we begin to focus on the coming of God’s Kingdom and we begin to yearn for it. The more we make God’s kingdom our preoccupation, the more we will be transformed into the image of Jesus. That is why He taught us to pray, “Thy Kingdom come.” 

This is John’s point in his first epistle, I John 3:2-3, NIV:

2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.
Hope is one of those three biblical virtues: faith, hope, and love. Most people today understand hope as wishful thinking and an unfounded kind of optimism. We look at our future, and we say "I hope something good will happen," but this is not what the Bible means by hope. The Biblical definition of hope is "confident expectation." Hope is the firm assurance regarding future blessings that God has promised to give. The prayer Jesus taught us has us placing our hope, our confident expectation, and our firm assurance in God’s future plans to bring about a Kingdom, and it is this hope that is so necessary for the health of our souls. So I ask you, how often do you long for God’s Kingdom to come and how often do you consciously yearn for that day and meditate upon what God has revealed about that future day? I have to confess that if I do not give intentional focus to the coming of God’s Kingdom, it gets pushed out of my conscious thoughts. This is why the psalmist exhorts us in Psalms 118:24, NIV,

This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.

He is not just talking about everyday, but he is talking about a future day in which Jesus Christ is recognized as the Chief Cornerstone. This is the reason why Jesus taught us to pray: “Thy Kingdom come;” and this is the reason why we study Revelation 20; so that we will yearn for this day all the more and be changed because of it.

This chapter tells us about the Kingdom that Jesus will establish on earth when He returns in glory. Here we find a rich summary of a series of events that will take place on the earth after Jesus returns. We will focus on three of these events in Verses 1-10 of Chapter 20 that will be part of the establishment of the Kingdom of the returning King. The first event is the restraint of Satan; the second event is the reign of the saints; and the third event is the release of Satan. In this study we will only look at the first event – the restraint of Satan.
Remember the sequence of events that John has been describing. A chronology is being observed by John’s account of the End Times. Chapters 6-18 have to do with the period known as the Great Tribulation and the unfolding of God’s judgment upon the earth. Beginning in Chapter 19 we find the return of the King; Jesus returns in power, in triumph, and in glory. We see that in Verse 11, NIV,

11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself.

We see here the appearance of the King who comes to conquer all those who oppose Him. This is at the end of the Tribulation that Jesus comes to put an end to opposition and to wickedness. Continuing in Verse 19, NIV,
19 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against the rider on the horse and his army. 20 But the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who had performed the miraculous signs on his behalf…The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 21 The rest of them were killed with the sword that came out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh.
We find at the end of the Tribulation this King appearing and riding on a white horse ready to judge and to make war, and at that point what do the kings of the earth do? Do they think, “Our number is up so let us bow down and maybe He will have mercy.” No, they rise up together to make war against Him. They still think they have a chance in overcoming the King. The “fiery lake of burning sulfur” is a reference to Hell. The rest of mankind who opposed Jesus were killed with the sword that came out of the mouth of the rider on the horse.

When Chapter 20 opens, all those who oppose Jesus’ right to rule have been defeated. The Antichrist is defeated and thrown into the fiery lake. The false prophet is defeated and thrown into the fiery lake. All the rest of mankind who still oppose Jesus at the end of the Tribulation are killed in the battle of Armageddon. Who is left to oppose Jesus’ sovereign rule and reign over the earth. There is only one, the one who opposed Him at the beginning: Satan. That is where we open in Chapter 20.
Before we read Verse 1 let us answer a question you may be asking: Who enters the Millennial Kingdom? Remember that God will redeem many from every tribe, tongue and nation during the Tribulation period. The whole nation of Israel will repent of their sin, likely during the last portion of this period, and they will acknowledge Jesus as the promised Messiah. Remember, some of these who were born again during the Tribulation will survive the persecution the Antichrist brings during those days and be alive on the earth when Jesus returns. In fact, we were introduced in our earlier studies to the 144,000 Jewish witnesses were specially protected by God all through the Tribulation period and God protects others as well. It is true that many believers will be martyred during the time of the Tribulation, but many also will survive it. 

We read in 19:14 that the armies of Heaven return with Jesus. Who populates the Millennial Kingdom? First, I believe that there are those who are alive in their physical bodies who are believers in the Lord Jesus who enter into this Kingdom after the Battle of Armageddon is over. They are not killed by that battle because they are on the side of the Lord; they are worshippers of the true and living God. But, when Jesus returns He returns with an “army of saints”. These, I believe, are the Old Testament, New Testament, and Tribulation saints returning in their resurrected bodies. So, when the Millennium begins there will be believers on the earth who are living in their earthly bodies, and there will also be saints who come back with Jesus who will be alive on the earth in their resurrected bodies. The only people who are living in their earthly bodies at the beginning of the Millennium will be those who love the Lord Jesus. The rest were killed in the battle of Armageddon.

Let’s begin with Verse 1, NIV,

1And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.

This is the only chapter in the whole Bible that describes the reign of Jesus on the earth as being 1,000 years in duration. Some say that this is insufficient evidence to believe in a literal 1,000 year reign of Jesus, but this chapter tells us that Jesus' reign lasts 1,000 years, and it tells us so very clearly. It tells us this six times.

Verse 2 says that Satan is going to be bound for 1,000 years. Verse 3 says that he will not deceive the nations until the 1,000 years is ended. At the end of Verse 4 we read that the martyred came to life and reigned with Christ for 1,000 years. In Verse 5 the rest of the dead did not come to life until the 1,000 years was ended. At the very end of Verse 6 the priests of God and Christ reigned with Him for 1,000 years. In Verse 7 Satan was released from prison after the 1,000 was over. So, Bible students, how long will Christ reign when He returns to the earth?
One principle of Bible interpretation is: when the plain sense makes sense seek no other sense. We are not suggesting that the Scripture does not contain some symbolic language, but when the plain reading makes sense we don’t need to search after some other creative kind of meaning.  We avoid allegorizing the meaning of Scripture away. There are many numbers in the Book of Revelation. We have already studied the seven churches, seven seals, seven trumpets, seven bowls, 12 apostles, a third of mankind, 12 tribes, 144,000 witnesses, two witness, 42 months, 1,260 days, 5 fallen kings, and the number 1,000. What do all these numbers means? They mean that we do not need to be so creative. They mean what numbers are meant to mean. Seven is seven. Twelve is twelve. One-third is one-third. 144,000 is 144,000. Forty-two months is forty-two months. 1,260 days are 1,260 days. 1,000 years is 1,000 years. There is no reason to make this 1,000 years anything but 1,000 years, and this is why I am called a premillennialist. The word “Millennium” comes from a Latin root which literally means “1,000 years”.  So, a premillennialist believes that Jesus returns before the Millennium, to rule and to reign and to establish a Kingdom.

There are three primary schools of thought and of interpretation among evangelical Christians, brothers and sisters in Christ who are sincere and who are righteous men and women. I think is it important, at this stage, to understand these three schools of thought in brief.
The first school of thought is the postmillennial school. Postmillennialism teaches that this 1,000 year period will be a literal 1,000 year reign, but they reject that John is placing any sequence to the events that he describes in sequence throughout the Book of Revelation, particularly as they are described in Chapters 19 and 20. Instead of Jesus returning first and then binding Satan and then destroying His enemies and then establishing His kingdom, a postmillennialist believes that Satan is first bound, the kingdom is established and after that takes place, we see Jesus return. A postmillennialist believes that the world is going to get better and better as time moves forward, and that the church is going to impact the world. There are some differences among postmillennialists. Some believe that it is going to impact the world through the Gospel. Other postmillennialists believe that the church is going to impact the world through signs and wonders. Other postmillennialists believe that the church is going to impact the world through taking over the political enterprises of mankind and political offices. When the church sufficiently transforms the world through her workings and through her labors then the world will be fit to receive her King. They believe that the King comes back after the Millennium and after this time of peace and prosperity are over.
The second school of thought is amillennialism. Amillennialism teaches that there will not be a literal 1,000 year reign of Christ on the earth. The amillennialist spiritualizes the Tribulation period, spiritualizes the promises God made to Israel regarding their nation throughout the Old Testament, and spiritualizes the millennial reign of Christ. They would say that is not any literal, specific reign of Christ on the earth, but rather there is a spiritual reign of Christ presently at work in the world today. All the Kingdom of God that we will ever see on the earth is what we have right now. 
So, whereas the postmillennialist says that things are going to get better and better, the amillennialist says that the world is going to continue on, as is, until Jesus returns personally. When He returns personally, He will judge the earth and then we will enter into the eternal state. The next event that we can expect on God’s calendar is only the physical return of Jesus on the earth. There will be no literal reign of Jesus on planet earth at any period of time. There will be no literal fulfillment of the promises that God made to the Nation of Israel.

The third school of thought is premillennialism. This is what I believe because if we take a literal interpretation of the Scripture, that is what the Bible leads us to. Premillennialism teaches that there will be a literal 1,000 year reign of Christ on the earth; that the sequences of events take place just as John describes in Revelation. John is not describing those events spiritually or generally, but he is describing a sequence, and if we look at the sequence that John lays out, we will come to a premillennial interpretation of the events that God plans for the earth. That is to say, that there is going to be a literal Tribulation period, which is described in Chapters 6 though 18. That was the first thing in God’s Kingdom program in Revelation after the Rapture. The second event that we find in Revelation is Chapter 19 when Jesus returns to the earth as a literal King, and He comes with crowns on His head. The third event is that after Jesus comes as King, He comes to make war, and the Battle of Armageddon ensues. After the Battle of Armageddon, the Antichrist, the false prophet, and the rest of mankind are killed, and the Antichrist and the false prophet are thrown into the fiery lake. After that, Satan is bound, which leads us to Chapter 20. 

After Satan is bound, then Jesus establishes an earthly Kingdom in which He reigns for 1,000 years with the saints. At the end of the 1,000 years, Satan is released for one last rebellion. The premillennialist believes that this world, in its present time, is going to get worse and worse until the Rapture. When He returns, He will literally fulfill all the promises that He made to Israel throughout the Old Testament and will judge mankind for their unflagging opposition to Him and for their rejection of His grace and mercy. He will then usher in a 1,000 years of peace, righteousness and prosperity on earth. He will literally rule and reign. 

The premillennialist does not deny that there are some aspects of the kingdom of God that are enjoyed by believers in this present time. The premillennialist does not prescribe a defeatist attitude in regard to the work we are called to accomplish in this world. While we are not optimistic about the course of this world, we are very optimistic about the power of God in the midst of His people to bring Him glory. We are not fatalists who think that since the world is going to get worse and worse, we might as well sit and sulk about it. No, in view of the certain hope that Jesus gains victory, that Jesus is going to return and establish His Kingdom, we joyfully labor for Him because that is what He calls us to do; to be a part of His work in this time. We do not lose hope when we see evil advancing in our culture, and we say that that is what we expect. Again, we don’t grumble and complain every time we read the newspaper and see something awful happen and some demonic doctrine taking hold of our culture.  We say that that is exactly what God said is going to happen. We need to continue to be busy to occupy our time until He comes. God calls us to labor for Him all the way to the end of our lives and all the way until the end of times.
I have gone through this because it important to our understanding of this entire chapter, especially to this issue of the restraint of Satan. Some postmillennialists suggest that the church can bind Satan in this present age. They have all different kinds of formulas whereby Satan and demons can be bound from entire communities, cities, and countries. The Bible does not teach that! The Bible teaches that Satan and his minions will only be bound after the King returns and that at present God allows Satan to be very active and influential. We do battle against these spiritual forces, but we are not underneath the illusion that we can bind them and finish the battle once and for all. 

The amillennialist says that Satan has already been bound by Jesus at the cross and that all of this binding language that is found in Revelation 20 has already taken place. Do you see how this completely changes how we read the text and, in fact, changes some very important applications?

Again, I want to underscore amillennialists and postmillennialists many of these are dear brothers and sisters in Christ who seek to honor Him in their lives. I think these differences are important because there are some practical differences in how we understand God’s future program and how we live in our present world. These differences should not divide us and should not become a focal point in our disagreement. Certainly we agree with the amillennialists that Jesus defeated Satan on the cross as it is written in Colossians 2:14b, 15, NIV,

…he took it away, nailing it to the cross. 15And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

This defeat of Satan is different from this binding of Satan that is described in Revelation 20. First, notice that the cross is not the context of this binding, but rather it is the second coming of Jesus, the Messiah. Next, note that Jesus does not personally do the binding in Revelation 20, but it is rather an angel. We will see the importance and significance of that in a moment. Finally note that the defeat of Satan on the cross did not render Satan inactive in the present world. It didn’t shut him up in an abyss, lock the door, and throw away the key where he could never get out. That is not what the cross did, but this binding does exactly that: it renders him inactive in this present world. Someone observed that if Satan is presently bound, he must be on a very long chain. He is active in our world. We recognize that not only in our personal lives but also throughout Scripture.
The text reveals a sequence with the words that begin Chapter 20, “And I saw.” Let’s track this through Chapters 19 and 20 because John is using these three little words to provide a sequence and the beginning of an event.

Revelation 19:11, NIV: “I saw heaven standing open” and then he sees a rider coming in on a white horse.

Revelation 19:17, NIV: “And I saw and angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in midair, ‘Come, gather together for the great supper…’” What happens after the rider arrives? There is an angel who says to the birds, “Get ready because a battle is going to take place and you are going to feast on the dead bodies.”


Revelation 19:19, NIV: “And then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth” and they gathered to make war. After the rider comes the birds are called to gather and then the armies of the earth gather together to make war.
Revelation 20:1, NIV: “And I saw an angel come down out of heaven,” and Satan is chained and in prison.

Revelation 20:4, NIV: “I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge…” After Satan is defeated and cast into the Abyss then Jesus begins to appoint judges over His Kingdom.

Revelation 20:11, NIV: “Then I saw a great white throne…” After the Kingdom of Christ takes place for 1,000 years on the earth, there is a judgment, a Great White Throne of Judgment.

Revelation 20:12, NIV: “And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne…”

I go through this so that we notice how John is giving us a scene-be-scene description of these last days. The major progressions of this story are marked by the little phrase, “And I saw…” This phrase indicates what happens next in the chronology of these last events.

Let us read Verses 1and 2, NIV, again.

1And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.

Remember that when God created this being Lucifer, and before he rebelled against God and fell from Heaven, this being ruled over the angelic realm. Lucifer spoke, and all the other angels were under his authority. At the end of the age Jesus does not give Satan the respect of personally coming to enslave him and throw him into prison. He sends one of His angels, and we are not told who that angel is, but some believe that it may be Michael, the archangel. If I was to guess, I might think that it may be a servant angel told to get Satan.  Here is Satan who used to command a host of angels now having one of his former servants coming with a great chain in his hand, and he defeats him and he binds him and Verse 3, NIV, tells us,

He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time.
Remember the story of the demoniac in Luke 8:29-32, NIV:

29 …Jesus had commanded the evil spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places.  (Demons can break the chains of man, but Satan himself cannot break the chain that God fashions.)

30 Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" "Legion," he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 31 And they begged him repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss. 32 A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them go into them, and he gave them permission. 
The Abyss is not Hell or the Lake of Fire, but it is a bad place. The Abyss is a place of confinement for angels that are particularly disobedient and are particularly judged.

Whatever the nature of the great chain in the angel’s hand might be, whether it is material or physical stuff, the affect of the chain is that it renders Satan completely inactive for this 1,000 year reign of Jesus. The effect of the binding and the restraining of Satan is that the Millennial Kingdom is able to enjoy peace, joy, and righteousness without the opposition of this evil being.  Satan must be removed before the Kingdom of Christ can become a reality. 
Many still talk today about accomplishing peace and prosperity in the world, but they ignore two spiritual facts when they do so: first, the heart of man is selfish and bent toward sin, and political power seduces and corrupts. There will be no righteous king who brings peace and prosperity to the earth until Jesus returns. The second spiritual effect the Bible tells us is that a powerful enemy works in individual hearts and within the nations of the world to blind them, produce chaos, warfare, and wickedness. Mankind is not able to produce utopia apart from Jesus’ return.
So, Satan is bound here so that this utopia, this Kingdom, filled with righteousness and peace is ushered in. Think for a moment of the dramatic change that will take place in the world the instant Satan is taken captive. Satan is currently busy deceiving, tempting, distorting, blinding, accusing, harassing, and possessing people.  
John MacArthur writes: “That's going to dramatically alter the world...dramatically change it because there will be no satanic enterprise, there will be no satanic ideologies, no satanic philosophies, no demonic theories of anything. There will be no satanic theories of morality. There will be no satanic theories of justice. There will be no satanic theories of social behavior, social life. There will be no satanic maxims, opinions, ideologies of any kind existent anywhere on the globe. The whole demonic world is incarcerated along with their leader, and Jesus Christ sets the agenda for all of the world.”
I do not understand the amillennialists who claim that Satan has already been bound. We do not see from the Bible’s description an inactive devil at work in the world during our day, but rather we see an active one. We see a devil who blinds the minds of unbelievers, says Paul to the church at Corinth; a devil who goes about as a roaring lion seeking to devour us, says Peter; a devil who tempts members of Christ’s church to lie to the Holy Spirit as was the case with Ananias and Saphirra; a devil who shoots his fiery arrows at the heart of believers to destroy us; a devil who disguises himself as an angel of light so as to bring about false doctrine and cause even the church to be deceived; a devil who must constantly be resisted or he will gain ground in our lives; a devil whose minions create doctrines that undermine the glory of God. 
Every saint is presently warned to ready ourselves everyday to resist this active devil. He is not bound! Paul will say to the Ephesians (Ephesians 6:10-11, NIV):

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes.

Friend, as we battle against these forces of darkness let us keep Revelation 20 in view. Sometimes we may think, “Is Satan really going to win over the world?” He will gain a greater and greater influence until the end and then he is going to loose. Let us keep that in view. When we give ourselves over to Satan’s deceptions and Satan’s design, we yield ourselves over to that which utterly fails and to that which is utterly miserable. So let us keep this victory of Christ in view. It will help us as we wage war in our daily lives against demonic doctrines and against demonic deceptions and temptations.
The Apostle Paul says that rather than Satan’s influence diminishing as time goes on it is going to influence in 1 Timothy 4:1, NIV:

The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.
Satan is alive and well and actively at work on earth today. It is true that Christ utterly crushed Satan and defeated him on the cross, but God presently allows him to work his evil designs upon this world.

Consider Verse 3, NIV, again:
3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time.
It is hard to imagine all that we experience in this world just because of Satan’s access to us; access to corrupt us, access to distort the truth of God, and access to deceive us. Our minds, our actions, our principles we hold, our ethics, and our understanding are all affected by Satan. If we are not waging war with the weapons that God has given us – His Spirit, His Word, His Gospel, and Jesus Christ Himself – then we will be overcome, but think of a day when all of that will be removed completely. There will still be sin in the millennium. We don’t need Satan in order to sin. We have our own flesh, but there will be no satanically inspired sin and no satanically inspired rebellion. He will be thrown into the Abyss, locked up, and sealed.

The Millennium is a thousand-year period. After that what happens? Verse 3 says that Satan will be set free for a short time. Why does God set Satan free for a short time? We will discuss that in the next study. 
Jesus taught us to pray saying, “Our Father who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come…” 
Here are three applications. First, in order to pray this prayer we must be confident that we have a part in God’s kingdom. We will never pray for a kingdom that we do not have a part in. In order to pray, “Thy Kingdom come,” we must know that the Kingdom that is coming is a Kingdom of which we are members.

Consider Colossians 1:12-13, NIV,

12 Give thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves…
Let me ask you, has that taken place in your life? The Bible teaches us that when we are born into this world, we are born into a kingdom of darkness. It was in sin, in our corrupt heart, that we were even conceived, or brought forth. We are all born citizens not of the Kingdom of God and not of the Kingdom of Heaven, but we are born citizens of the kingdom of this world, and of the “dominion of darkness,” Paul says.

In you life can you say that you know that there has been a transfer of citizenship? God says that a transfer of citizenship is possible for each one of us, but for us to transfer our citizenship from the kingdom of darkness to the Kingdom of the Son whom He loves, we must submit ourselves to the King of that Kingdom. We must bow our knee before Jesus personally and say that we acknowledge Jesus as Lord and that He is our King and our God. He died on the cross to forgive us of our sins and to deliver us and to redeem us from the dominion of our former kingdom. We must submit ourselves to Him.
Have you been transferred from the kingdom of darkness into the Kingdom of the Son that God loves?

The second application is that in order to pray this prayer, we must prepare ourselves for His coming by doing the work He has called us to accomplish. We must prepare ourselves for His coming by being busy about the work He has called us to accomplish. Are you busy about the work, because if we are not busy about the work that God has called us to do in this present age, we cannot say, “Thy Kingdom come…” We are not prepared for it.
Jesus tells a story in Matthew 24: 45-51, NIV,

45 "Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 47 I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48 But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, 'My master is staying away a long time,' 49 and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. 50 The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. 51 He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
We cannot pray that prayer unless we are good servants doing what the Master has called us to do. If we are idle then we are not ready for the Master’s return and we are not saying, “Thy Kingdom come, come Lord Jesus!” because we are not ready for Him to come yet. We know that we have been idle, and we know that we have not obeyed Him in His call upon our lives. Are you really busy doing the work of God’s Kingdom now that He has called you to do?

The last application is that in order to pray this prayer, we must love the Lord Jesus more than we love this present world. We long not only for a circumstance, an environment of peace, an environment of righteousness and prosperity, but we long for a person of the King inextricably bound to His Kingdom and we can’t pray for the Kingdom to come unless we love the King. Do you love the King?

This is the day, this future day, that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it.
October 11, 2009

"The Kingdom of the Returning King"

Revelation 20:1-10
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