“The Kingdom of the Returning King – Part 2”
October 18, 2009

Dr. Ritch Boerckel

Scriptural Foundation: Revelation 20:1-10

The Thousand Years

 1And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 2He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time. 

4I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5(The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 6Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years. 

Satan's Doom 

7When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—to gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 9They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God's people, the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 10And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.

I remember my dad coaching me as a young boy on the fine art of throwing and catching a baseball. Catching probably was the more important skill. My dad would say, “Keep your eye on the ball, son! Keep your eye on the ball.” My first opportunity to play on a real baseball team came when I was in the fifth grade, and since I was the only left handed player on the team, the coach told me that I was to play first base. I still was not yet that confident in my abilities to catch the ball, but was happy to be in the infield. Every time a ball was fielded and thrown to me at first base, I would remember my dad’s counsel, “Keep your eye on the ball, son.” One Saturday afternoon during one of our games, the shortstop fielded the ball and threw it to me. I held my glove out to catch the ball as I watched it fly toward me, but instead of finding a home in the webbing of my glove, the ball flew right over the top of the webbing and crack, it hit me right in the eye. For all my heeding of my dad’s counsel, I ended up with an eye swollen shut. I realize now that perhaps my dad did not mean for me to take his instruction quite so literally, but the principle remains true, focused concentration will affect the outcome. 
For the Christian, the scripture exhorts us to focus our attention on Jesus. Our heavenly Father coaches us in how to live our lives effectively here on earth. His counsel is not “Keep your eye on the ball.” Rather, it is “Keep your eye on the Son.” Hebrews 12:2 urges us, NIV,
2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.  
One of the ways that we fix our eyes on Jesus is by looking forward to His Second Coming and His return and to the establishment of His Kingdom. As surely as Jesus rose from the dead, He will bodily return to this earth. Jesus Himself promised in Revelation 22:12, NASB, 
“Behold, I am coming quickly…”
In Matthew 24:42, NIV, Jesus commands us, 
42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.”   
The return of the Lord Jesus to the earth is central to our faith and our confident expectation. As followers of Jesus, we are called to live our lives looking for and longing for our Lord’s return. God exhorts us to constantly ready ourselves for that future day, but, sadly, too often we take our eyes off of the Son. The lure of material wealth, the worries of this life and the passing pleasures of sin, these all distract us so our eyes move off of the Son and on to other things. 

D.L. Moody rightly wrote: “The church is full of people who want one eye for the world and the other eye for the kingdom of God. Therefore, everything is blurred; one eye is long and the other is short; all is confusion...When the Spirit of God is on us, the world looks very empty; the world has a very small hold on us, and we begin to let go our hold of it and lay hold of things eternal. This is what the church needs today” 
Friends, this is what the church needs today – a restored focus upon the Lord Jesus or everything will be blurred to us. We will not see our lives clearly and we will become confused. We will think that this world is full, when in truth it is empty. We need to lay hold of things eternal, and I know of no better antidote than a prolonged study of Jesus’ Second Coming and the Kingdom that He will establish when He returns. With this in mind, we turn in our Bibles to Revelation 20:1-10.  

This chapter brings a future blessing that God has promised into clearer focus; it brings it nearer to us. This chapter tells us about the Kingdom that Jesus will establish when He physically returns to this earth in glory. Here we find a rich summary of a series of events that will take place on the earth when Jesus comes back. In an earlier study we learned that this chapter focuses on three of these events in Verses 1-10 of Chapter 20. We studied the first of these events and in this study we will examine the other two. 

We first studied the restraint of Satan. In this study we will look at the reign of the Saints and finally the release of Satan at the end of the 1,000 Year Reign.
Keep in mind the sequence of events that John has been describing through this book. John is presenting a chronology of the events of the End Times. In Chapters 6-18 John told us of this Tribulation Period, this time in which God will judge the nations for their opposition to His Son Jesus and what a judgment it is. At the end of the Tribulation, beginning in Chapter 19, God communicates that Jesus will physically return to the earth in power, in triumph, in victory, and in glory.
When Chapter 20 opens, the Antichrist has been defeated and thrown into the fiery lake. The false prophet has been defeated and thrown into the fiery lake. All of the rest of mankind who still oppose Jesus at the end of the Tribulation, when He returns, are killed in the Battle of Armageddon. Now in the first three verses of Chapter 20, we discover Satan is bound by an angel and thrown into the Abyss where he is locked up and not allowed out for 1,000 years (NIV), 
2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended.
During the 1,000 Year Reign of Jesus on the earth, Satan is rendered completely and utterly inactive. When we studied Revelation 12:9, we saw that Satan is cast out of Heaven and now he is cast out of the earth and thrown into the Abyss. He is no longer allowed to deceive, to entice, to tempt, to slander, to accuse, to prowl, to physically harm, to emotionally confuse, or to spiritually corrupt anyone anymore. Think of how the world as we know it will instantly be changed the moment that Satan is bound and rendered completely inactive. What a great day that will be. 
Previously we studied the Restraint of Satan, so now we consider the second major event and that is the reign of the Saints. Again, I believe that Chapters 19 and 20 are relatively easy to understand, if we take them at face value. Remember the principle of sound Bible interpretation:  If the plain sense, makes sense, seek no other sense. If we read these verses at face value they aren’t very complicated or confusing. They are outlining for us the events that will occur when Jesus returns to the earth establishing a 1,000 year period. Let’s begin by reading Verses 4 through 6, NIV,

4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years.

There is much to consider in these three verses. There are two very important truths presented here: first, God has planned two future resurrections, and secondly, God has planned for the saints to reign with Jesus on the earth during the Millennium.

First, we will consider these two resurrections. The first resurrection is the resurrection of the redeemed, those who have placed their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  This resurrection always leads to blessing, so that everyone who is a part of the first resurrection is blessed. The second resurrection is the resurrection of the lost, those who did not place their faith in the Lord Jesus, and this resurrection always leads to judgment. In the Bible, the word “resurrection” always refers to a resurrection of the body. This is not merely a resurrection of the soul, but it is a resurrection of the physical body. Both the saved and the unredeemed will experience a future bodily resurrection. This teaching is in line with earlier revelation from God, Daniel 12:2, NIV, and John 5:28-29, NIV. These are two key passages regarding this future resurrection
2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.

28 "Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29 and come out--those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned.

Notice that these two passages describe the two resurrections, but do not indicate any chronology. That is where Revelation 20:5, NIV, is very helpful because it talks about the Tribulation saints being given resurrection bodies.  
5 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 

The resurrection of the redeemed and the resurrection of the lost will be separated by 1,000 years. The redeemed will be raised before the 1,000 year reign of Jesus and the lost will be bodily raised after the 1,000 year reign of Christ. Revelation 20:11-12, NIV, will teach us about the Great White Throne judgment which occurs after the 1,000 year reign of Jesus on the earth.  The Great White Throne judgment is a judgment of all those who have not believed on Jesus for the deliverance of their lives from punishment. 
11Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.
We will study this judgment in greater depth in a future study.
We focus our attention on those who are part of this “first” resurrection. Who is included in this “first” resurrection? Certainly, Revelation clearly teaches us that the people who came to faith in Jesus during the Tribulation period and who were martyred as a result of their faith because they refused to take the mark and refused to align themselves with the Antichrist are part of the first resurrection. But, are there others who are part of the first resurrection? Yes, there are.  Based on God’s promises, we can say, “Absolutely.” It is obvious that Jesus was the first one raised from the dead with a resurrection body, not just in soul and spirit, but bodily so that the tomb was empty and His body was transformed so that He had a resurrection body. In 1 Corinthians 15:20, NIV, it says,

20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.
Jesus is the first among many as a result of His work on the cross. Furthermore, Matthew’s Gospel tells us that when Jesus rose from the dead, some of the graves in the cemeteries surrounding Jerusalem broke open and people were raised and they walked around in their new bodies. So, there was a resurrection, at the time of Jesus’ resurrection, of some of the Old Testament saints, (Matthew 27:52-53, NIV):

52 The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus' resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many people.
As noted earlier, Daniel 12:2 promises the Old Testament saints a future resurrection unto life and he seems to teach in Daniel 12 that this will occur at the end of the Tribulation. Paul assures all New Testament believers that they will be part of this resurrection in I Corinthians 15:22-23 and I Thessalonians 4 (NIV). In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul is arguing for a bodily resurrection and he says,
22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.
Paul is saying that there is a sequence of groups of people who receive this resurrection – each in their own turn will be made alive. Then Paul continues in 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52, NIV,

51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed-- 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 

The “first” resurrection is a category of a resurrection, or kind of resurrection, that all who receive God’s grace will experience. The first resurrection leads to God’s infinite blessing. In the 1st Century, Jesus was the firstfruits of this first resurrection; then some of the Old Testament saints were raised out of their graves at that time.  Then, at the rapture of the church, God promises that we will also experience a resurrection. Old Testament saints will also experience a resurrection at some point, whether it is at the Rapture or at the end of the Tribulation. Then these Tribulation saints who die after the resurrection of the New Testament saints and the Old Testament saints will also experience a bodily resurrection according to Revelation 20.

Who will be a part of the first resurrection? It will be all of the redeemed; we all will be a part of this first resurrection.
Some may ask the question: “What is this body going to be like?” That is an interesting question. In fact, someone asked me this question in a bit of a humorous way: “Will I still be short and bald?” This is a question that Paul addresses in 1 Corinthians 15:35, NIV,
35 But someone may ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?"

When Paul talks about “someone may ask how will they be raised and in what kind of body will they come”, he is talking about people who are really skeptics. These are not honest questions they are asking. They are not asking honestly, “What will our body be like? I can accept that we are going to be raised physically, but what will the body be like?” Instead, they are saying that they cannot accept this and these are skeptical questions. This is how Paul responds to this question in 1 Corinthians 15:36, NIV,
36 How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. 38 But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body.

What a great analogy: the seed goes into the ground, and when it emerges what does it look like? Does it look anything at all like the seed that was planted? No, first there is a little stalk and then there is a big plant. Then there will be fruit on that plant, and it looks completely different from the little seed that went into this ground. We cannot tell by just looking at a seed what the shape or size of the future plant will be. The two are so different -- the seed that goes into the ground and the plant that emerges from it. So it will be with this body when we are planted in the ground in death. God alone knows what is going to come forth on the day of resurrection. We do know that what comes forth will be absolutely fantastic. No one will have any body image problems in eternity. This new body will be healthy, powerful, wonderful and imperishable.

Let me give you two applications: first, you want to be part of the first resurrection and not the second! Again, Revelation 20:6, NIV, says,
6 Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them… 
The condition of those who are part of the first resurrection is one of eternal happiness and eternal holiness. We will be given supernatural bodies that are designed by God to live forever without weakness, sickness, sin or death. We will be delivered from the power of death and we will reside forever in God’s glorious presence. We will be given meaningful and privileged places of service. We won’t just be strumming on harps all day long. There will be meaningful, purposeful, and joyful work for us to accomplish. Friends, this is not true of those who are not a part of the first resurrection and in fact it is exactly the opposite. For all of eternity their lives will be joyless, sorrowful, painful, purposeless forever and ever outside of the presence of God and outside of His goodness and outside of His mercy and outside of His grace. No one need ever miss the first resurrection! Have you submitted your life to the Lordship of Jesus as King and Savior? God invites you to participate in the first resurrection – the resurrection unto life for the body that you and I possess.  If the Lord does not come, these bodies will die but that is not the end. There will be a resurrection for each one of us. For some of us, it will be a resurrection unto life; for others it will be a resurrection unto horror, unto condemnation, and unto judgment. You do not want to miss being a part of the first resurrection, and you don’t need to. Trust in Jesus. He is the Lord of life. He conquered death and sin for you.
The second application is that you want to live your life in view of the first resurrection. So, if you have a part in the first resurrection, live your life in view of it. Providing for the joys of this temporary body, while neglecting the joys of our eternal body, is a poor investment and very foolish!  Jesus taught us, in Matthew 6:19-21, NIV,

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
He is telling us that we must realize that this world is temporary and the future world to which we are moving is eternal.  We must invest our lives in that so that our future will be joyful. To be sure, God promises us that as we follow Him faithfully in this life we will suffer persecution, tribulation and trials, but the point of Scripture is that we must look ahead and at the joy that is set before us. We must look at our future and know that one day our future will be our present.  We must know that we have an opportunity now to affect that future, which one day will be present, so we must affect that future to the increase of our joy. 

Let's look at Verses 6 through 10. They not only teach us about the first and second resurrections, but they also teach us that God’s people will reign with Jesus and that is remarkable. When Jesus returns He will establish a government. We don’t want to think of this kind of airy or ethereal Kingdom. This is as real a Kingdom as any nation or any kingdom of this earth today, yet it will be Jesus who will be seated on the Throne. He will be the president, the dictator, the ruler, and He will be the King over that Kingdom. In the Millennial Kingdom, Jesus is going to appoint His followers to places and positions of authority so that we might participate in the ruling of this Kingdom. Here we see that resurrected believers will be given the authority and responsibility to act as judges on the earth during this 1,000 year Kingdom.  

Who receives the privilege of reigning with Jesus in the Millennium? First, we see in Verse 4, NIV, that it will be the Tribulation saints who are martyred. At the end of the verse it says,
They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years.
This is not a new truth in the Bible. Prior to Revelation 20 being written, God had already revealed that His people will reign with Jesus in the Millennial Kingdom. 

The prophet Daniel reveals that the Old Testament saints will reign with Jesus. Daniel is essential for a real, thorough understanding of the events that are described in Revelation. In Daniel 7:13, 14, NIV, he has a vision and he says:

13 "In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven… 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.
Continuing in Verse 18, NIV,

18 But the saints of the Most High will receive the kingdom and will possess it forever--yes, for ever and ever.

Let’s consider Verse 27, NIV,

27 Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be handed over to the saints, the people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him.
Saints, God’s people, will be given positions of authority and rule. When we come to the New Testament, we find Jesus promising His disciples a place of governance in His future Kingdom. Consider Matthew 19:28, NAS,
28 And Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”
Then Paul asks the question in 1 Corinthians 6:2, NIV,
2 Do you not know that the saints will judge the world?
When will the saints judge the world? It will be during the Millennial Kingdom. This idea appears again in Verse 6 of Revelation 20, NIV,
6 Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection…they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years.

Let us get a clearer picture of this Millennial Kingdom that Jesus will establish when He returns.  First, the government will be upon Jesus’ shoulders. This is from Isaiah 9:6, NIV,

And the government will be upon His shoulders.

Jesus will employ resurrected Old Testament saints, resurrected New Testament saints, and resurrected Tribulation saints to administrate His Kingdom. These saints will be judges and will possess various other kinds of civil responsibilities such as governors and mayors. Keep in mind that this Millennial Kingdom will be populated by saints who possess their resurrected bodies and by people who have not yet received their resurrection bodies. When the Millennial Kingdom begins, everyone who is alive in their earthly body is a follower of Jesus. We remember that from Revelation 19:21. Those who oppose Him at the battle of Armageddon will be killed, so that those who are alive in their earthy bodies when Jesus inaugurates this earthly Kingdom will be those who have been redeemed. They are still in their earthly bodies. We will have a Kingdom in which there will be saints in their resurrected bodies and saints who will be still in their earthly bodies. 

During this 1,000 years, people who are in their earthly bodies will marry and they will have children – lots and lots and lots of children – and they will repopulate the earth. Each child born during the Millennial Kingdom must make a personal decision to either follow Jesus or to resist Him. Salvation is still based upon one’s personal decision of faith in Jesus. It will not be on the basis of their family or the church that they go to; it is always upon one’s personal response to the Lord. 

Those who choose to resist will not do so openly. Remember, He is King and He has the authority to judge. We will get to that in a moment, but first let us answer two more questions:  What will this Kingdom be like? What is its character? Let me read through some Scripture passages. Revelation 20 does not describe His Kingdom very fully because it is built off of all of the Scriptures that precede it. We find many descriptions, particularly in the Old Testament, of the character of this Kingdom.
First, there will be a real, earthly government, as it says in Isaiah 11:4, NIV,
…but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.
He will administer the Kingdom and take care of the needy and the poor, in particular.

Second, there will be general prosperity and peace as we read in Isaiah 65:21, NIV,
21 They will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit…22 For as the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people… 

How long does a tree live? How long does a person live? Do you expect to outlive the tree in your yard? In the Millennium you can expect to! Isaiah goes on to say, NIV,


23 They will not toil in vain…

So the work will always be productive

…or bear children doomed to misfortune;
There will be no miscarriages, and it says in Verse 25, NIV,

       25 The wolf and the lamb will feed together…

So, there is going to be a re-ordering of nature so that the wolf, the lion, bear, and all of the ferocious animals will loose their ferocity and the animal kingdom will be at peace with itself. 
There is going to be a joyful spirit pervading throughout the Millennium. Listen to Isaiah 61:3, NIV, where it says the Lord will
…bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. 

We won’t need psychological counseling offices or antidepressant medication. God Himself and through the rulership of His Son the Messiah will remove this spirit of despair and clothe them in a garment of praise. Everyone will say, “Good morning. How are you doing today? I am doing great.”

Furthermore, there will be a universal peace among the nations. Let’s look at Isaiah 2:4, NIV. What is interesting about this verse is that the last part of this verse is written outside the United Nations building, but the first part of the verse is not. Let’s consider the second part first:
They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.

There won’t be any army boot camps anymore in the Millennium. There won’t be any tanks, missiles, or bombs. Every weapon that was designed for war will now be designed for agricultural. What is interesting is how the United Nations throws aside the first part of the verse:

He (the Messiah) will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. 

All this happens after Jesus becomes the Ruler and Judge of all the earth; He is the Arbiter. There will be no United Nations counsel gathering together to decide what kind of provisions, restrictions, and restraints are to be made upon other nations. Jesus will rule and it will be then that only peace will come.
The Kingdom will also be a kingdom in which the knowledge of the Lord will fill the earth, as Isaiah 11:9, NIV, says,

       …for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

Everyone will know Him wonderfully, and at last, all will have contact with Him.

There will be health and healing. Listen to what Isaiah 33:24, NIV, says,
No one living in Zion will say, "I am ill"; and the sins of those who dwell there will be forgiven. 

Sickness will be gone and hospitals will be closed.

I love Isaiah 65:20, NIV,

Never again will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live out his years; he who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere youth; he who fails to reach a hundred will be considered accursed. 

There will be sin in the Millennium and there will be death in the Millennium. What Isaiah is saying is that if a person dies young it will be because of the judgment of God upon their life because of their own sin. 
Let’s consider the release of Satan in Verses 7 through 10, NIV,
7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth--Gog and Magog--to gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 9They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God's people, the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 10And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.
Think about that for a moment. We have just described the Millennial Kingdom and what a great Kingdom and what a great place and what a great experience it will be to live there for a day, let alone for 1,000 years. Satan is released at the end of the 1,000 years and people who were born into the Millennium and experienced nothing but righteousness, peace, prosperity and health all their lives will be deceived by Satan at the end of the Millennium. Not a few people, but  a multitude of people will be deceived by him. How is that possible? Those who resisted Jesus internally during the Millennial Kingdom will join with Satan at the end of the 1,000 year reign to overthrow Him from His throne and they will think, “We have a shot at this and we can set up a better kingdom than Jesus sets up. We do not want to acknowledge Him as Lord and as God,” but Satan deceived them to think that. Up to this point, they pretended to submit themselves to Jesus, but now an opportunity for rebellion presents itself and they take it. 
Last week we asked the question: Why is Satan released at the end of the Millennium? Why not have him thrown into the fiery lake at the beginning and get it over with? 
God is giving us final proof of the real problem that each and everyone of us faces. The real problem that you and I face is the wickedness of our own hearts. It is the natural rebellion of who we are as sons of Adam. Mankind’s problem lies not in a troubled environment or in a lack of education. If that we so no one would have ever rebelled because they lived in complete knowledge, education, and a great environment.  Still they chose to sin and to rebel against God’s glory. Mankind’s problem is not poverty or pestilence or war. It is not poverty that pushes a person away from God. Mankind’s problem is not injustice or inequity. Our problem is our own sinful heart. That is your problem and that is my problem. Every other problem we face is temporal. This one is eternal. Every other problem is but a reminder of the true problem of our lives.

Friends, I urge you, do not look for any answers to other problems in your life until you deal with this one. Unless we are born again, transformed by God’s grace offered to us in Jesus, our basic nature will remain unchanged. We will remain forever a people who fall short of God’s glory. We will be without God and without hope in this world. Is it not time to yield your life to the Lordship of Jesus and be delivered from this main problem in your life – a heart that resists God’s glory?  

Paul wrote to the church in Rome and said, in Romans 10:9, NIV,

9 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

My dad encouraged me, “Keep your eye on the ball, son!” Good counsel for baseball. I encourage you, “Keep your eye on the Son, friend.” Good counsel for life. 
Let me make a suggestion that someone made to me. Tomorrow when you wake up, just after the alarm buzzes and before your feet come out from those warm covers and hit the floor, repeat these two lines: “Good morning, Lord. Will I see you today?” I started doing that and it has helped me keep my thoughts on Jesus and His return throughout the day.  If we say those two lines every day, a day will arrive when we will see Him. We will see Him either at the day of our death or at the day when Jesus returns in the clouds for us. How awesome to be able to say on that day, “Hello Lord!  I have been looking for you!”
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