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Satan's Doom 

10And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 

The Dead Are Judged 

11Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. 14Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

Just before his death in 1981, writer William Saroyan phoned the Associated Press to make this observation: "Everybody has got to die, but I have always believed an exception would be made in my case. Now what?" 

Unfortunately, many approach life and death the same way Saroyan approached it. They do everything that they can to keep from thinking about death. At the funeral of my wife’s grandpa, I had the opportunity to talk with one of Kimberly’s cousins. Ray is an intelligent man and an instructor at Colorado Statue University, but Ray does not believe in God. He acknowledged to me that he in some ways wished he could share in the hope of Heaven that I spoke about at the funeral, but he said, “This is all there is so I do not think about what will happen to me after I die, I only think about my life right now.” 
Now, one does not need to be an atheist to avoid the conscious thoughts about our own deaths, but friends, if the Lord does not return we all will be starkly confronted with this reality. We will not be able to ignore it, and we will ask Saroyan’s question, “Now what?”  

Hebrews 9:27, KJV, says,

…it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment…

In this study we consider one of the most sobering passages in all the Bible. Revelation 20:10-15 teaches us about the final judgment of God at the Great White Throne. This is a judgment that is both righteous and terrifying at the same time. It will be the ultimate expression of God’s just response to man’s sin, and it awaits everyone who fails to obtain mercy through Jesus. The Bible teaches us that every man, woman and child will be held accountable to God for their lives. The Bible teaches that no one, not even one, meets God’s righteous standards, so when we stand before God we will not want justice, we will not want a fair trial; we will want mercy. We will not want to be treated according to our own deeds, but rather we will want to be treated according the deeds of Him who came to this earth, God in the flesh who died upon the cross as a sacrifice for sin and arose the third day triumphant.  

Friends, the Bible is very forthright about eternity, your eternity and my eternity – offensively so. God's Word tells us that we need to know about Heaven and how to enter it, and the Bible does not flinch as it talks to us about the reality of an eternal Hell. If you are not a believer in Jesus, you need to think deeply about the truth that God reveals in Scripture. Please understand this is not my opinion. This is not the Baptist church’s opinion. This is not the early disciples' opinion. This is the plain teaching from God to us given us in His Book. I speak to you not with frivolity or vain threats. I speak to you with tears. As I studied this text, I could not help but have tears well up in my eyes as I thought about its meaning. In the fear of the Lord, I pray that God would use this passage to persuade you to humble yourself before God and believe in Jesus unto eternal life. 

If you are a believer in Jesus, you too need to think deeply about the truth that God reveals here.  This truth was written for God’s good purposes in our lives. If this truth grabbed hold of our heart, we would see our world differently; we would see people through Jesus’ eyes. This truth would change us into a church of effective evangelists. 

When Dwight L. Moody was in London during one of his famous evangelistic tours, three British pastors visited him. They wanted to know how this uneducated, uncouth American who butchered the King’s English could be so effective in winning throngs of people to Jesus. Moody took the three men to the window of his hotel room and asked each in turn what they saw as they looked down out of that window. One by one, the men described the people in the park below. Then Moody looked out the window, and tears began flowing down his cheeks. The three men were shocked and they asked, “What do you see, Mr. Moody?” “I see countless thousands of souls that will one day spend eternity in Hell if they do not find the Savior.” 

Friends, that was Moody’s secret. He saw people as moving toward God’s final judgment where others saw people as strolling in a park. How do you see people as you gaze out the window of your home or through the windshield of your car? As believers in Jesus Christ we need to see people the way God does. Let us pray that God would accomplish this in our hearts this morning as we study Revelation 20:10-15.

We will consider five aspects of God’s final judgment that are described in these few verses. First, we will study the preparation for the final judgment of God. Then we will study the place of the final judgment of God. Third, we will study the people gathered for the final judgment of God. We will study the prosecution of the final judgment of God. Finally, we will study the penalty of the final judgment of God.

As we read verse 11, we consider the preparation for the final judgment of God. Look at Verse 11, NIV,
11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.
Underline those first three words, “Then I saw.” We have noted earlier in our study that John uses these words, particularly in Chapters 19 and 20, to report a new event in the sequence of God’s actions at the end of time. Let us look back at our text to refresh our memories regarding the events that have taken place before man’s final day in the court of God at the Great White Throne. We will follow this little phrase “and I saw,” and again make notes of the chronological flow of the events that are described.

Revelation 19:11, NIV, describes the Second Coming of Jesus to the earth.

11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war.
Remember that Chapters 6 through 18 have been describing the period of the Tribulation, and after the Tribulation Jesus physically returns to this planet.  His intent is to judge with justice and to make war.

Look at Verse  17, NIV,

17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in midair, "Come, gather together for the great supper of God…
After Jesus returns to the earth, an angel is sent to summon the birds communicating that many people are going to die in a great battle at a place called Armageddon.  
Now, in Verse 19, NIV,

19 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against the rider on the horse and his army.
After the announcement of a coming battle to the birds, the kings of the earth gather to make war against the Messiah. The battle ends quickly with the Antichrist and the false prophet thrown into the lake of fire, and the rest of mankind who sided with the Antichrist are killed in this war as well.

Chapter 20, NIV, opens up with these words,

And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain.
After the war at Armageddon ends, an angel chains Satan and throws him into the Abyss where he is rendered inactive in the earthly sphere for 1,000 years. He can no longer tempt, curse, harm, corrupt, kill or deceive. After the 1,000 years is over he is released for one final rebellion.
In Verse 4, NIV, we see

4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge.

Now the saints who have returned with Christ, in their resurrected bodies, are given opportunities to rule and to reign with Christ.

After Satan is bound, the saints are given authority to judge and to rule on the earth during the 1,000 year Millennial Reign of the Lord Jesus. Verses 7 through 10 teach us that after the 1,000 years are over, Satan is released one more time. His is going to deceive many people who have been born during the time of the Millennial period, and he is going to launch one final rebellion against God and His glory and His right to rule. He loses and is thrown into the lake of fire where he is tormented day and night forever and ever. Remember, Hell is not Satan’s possession. It is not his home where he is comfortable. 

Now we arrive at Verse 11, NIV, which is after the Millennial Kingdom and after Satan has launched his last rebellion:
11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.
We will soon discover that this throne is a place of judgment, but before we consider this place, focus on the last line of this verse: earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.
That is an astonishing statement! The earth and the sky dissolve in the presence of the One seated on the throne. This first communicates the power and majesty of the One seated on the throne; the physical realm of earth and sky and stars and everything in Heaven dissolve as He is seated on the throne. Secondly, this communicates the destruction of the present earth and the heavens as we know them. 
Today, we have bumper stickers telling us, “Save the earth!” God in Heaven must be laughing.  No, we are not going to save the earth. The earth was created by God in a temporary state. It was not created by God to be permanent and eternal, to last forever and ever, but rather it was created by God with a temporary purpose in mind. Sin has cursed everything in the created universe. Sin has cursed mankind, and sin has cursed creation as well. Friends, let us never forget this simple principle: whatever sin touches - that thing dies! That is true of your soul. That is true of your family. That is true of this church. It is true of our nation, and it is true of all creation. Sin is poison, and there will be a day when the poison of sin will cause God to uncreate everything that He created. It is not as though they burn up and become a big pile of ashes. It is that they will be come uncreated even as there was nothing before God said, “Let there be.” God destroys the earth and sky, and they flee away from the presence of God and they will disappear. Jesus Himself talked about the passing away of this present world in Matthew 24:35, NIV, 
35 “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.”
Here is the application: follow God’s Word. Don’t invest your lives in something that will pass away. You know it will pass away in the sense that one day you will die and will be no more, but it is also going to pass away in the sense that it is going to pass away, not just to you but to itself it will dissolve.

Peter describes this dissolution of the earth in more colorful terms in his second letter (2 Peter 3:11-13, NIV), and he makes this application:

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.
It is holiness and godliness that lasts forever. 

The word “elements” literally means the basic “stuff” that makes up this world: the atoms, the electrons, protons, and neutrons. These will just simply disappear, and it will flee away. Let us invest in the things that last forever – godliness, holiness, and the glory of God. Friends, this world is passing away, and it makes no more sense to invest in that which is passing away and will appear no more than it would be to invest in a stockpile of old t-shirts. 

Let’s consider the place of the final day of God’s Judgment. In Verse 11, NIV, we are told that the place is called the Great White Throne.

11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it.
This throne is located in Heaven and who is seated on it? It is the Lord Jesus, the King of kings and the Lord of lords. The text doesn’t say that so how do we know that? Remember, this is a place of judgment and in John 5:22-23, NIV, John records Jesus saying,

 22 “Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him…27 And he (the Father) has given him (the Son) authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.” 
The Father doesn’t judge anyone so who is seated on the Throne? It is the Son. So Jesus, who came the first time to die on the cross to provide salvation to everyone who believes in Him, will come again the second time as the Judge to judge mankind justly for their sin. Jesus has already been described in Chapter 19 and Verses 11-12, NIV, in this way:

11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns.
Whatever He says is going to be true, and He will be faithful to whatever He says. His eyes are one of the attributes that are particularly suited for judging, that is to say that He sees everything past, present, and future and because He sees not only actions and words, He also sees the inner motives and attitudes of the heart. He is able to judge with absolute justice. Friends, everyone will get a fair trial at the Great White Throne of Judgment. This courtroom will be quite a bit different from the courtrooms here on earth though. There will be a judge, but no jury. There will be no need for one because the Judge judges justly. There will be a sentencing, but there will be no long deliberation. There will be a prosecution, but no defense. There will be evidence presented, but no rebuttal.  There will be a verdict, but no opportunity for appeal.  Jesus will be on the Great White Throne, and it is with absolute justice that He judges with absolute authority.

Who will Jesus be judging here at this Great White Throne? They will be the people gathered for the final judgment of God as we read in Verse 12, NIV,
12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened.
Remember Verse 6, NIV, already taught us that all the redeemed were resurrected before the Millennial reign of Jesus, when it said, 

6 Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years.
The redeemed have been resurrected in the first resurrection and have been rewarded with their resurrected bodies, but here are the rest of the “dead.” These are people who, in their lives, did not receive salvation from Jesus. Notice the little phrase in Verse 13, NIV, that says: 
…and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them…
These are people whose souls are in Hades at the time of this judgment. They are given a resurrected body so that they can stand in judgment and be ultimately sentenced as complete beings of body and soul that are reconnected for this day of Judgment. These are all unbelievers throughout all of human history who appear before Jesus at this final day. They did not participate in the first resurrection, but they are bodily raised to participate in this judgment of condemnation.
We know that believers are not a part of this judgment because it is a judgment of condemnation, but what does Romans 8:1, NIV, teach us?

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

Christ has already been condemned for our sin. Paul goes on to explain a few paragraphs later, in Verses 31-34, NIV:
31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge (an accusation) against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.
Let us not think of Jesus “meek and mild” because He is the One who sits on the Great White Throne and judges justly and executes severe penalty. The reason why the believer does not need to fear the Great White Throne of Judgment is because Jesus died for our sin and more than that, He rose from the dead victorious.  He is currently interceding for us. He is the One who is going to be the Judge, and He is our advocate.
It is important to distinguish this judgment from the Judgment Seat of Christ mentioned in 2 Corinthians 5, NIV, where Paul is speaking of the church when he says:

6 Therefore we (as the church, know that when we die we immediately become present with the Lord)…10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.
There is a judgment of rewards for believers and at the Judgment Seat of Christ, believers will be rewarded for the faithfulness in their lives. I believe that this judgment takes place at the time of the rapture of the church, but this Great White Throne Judgment is different. Here we do not see anyone receiving any reward, but we only see people receiving punishment, albeit all different degrees of punishment. Do you realize that there will be different degrees of Hell and different degrees of torment? This is the judgment of the unsaved, the lost, the unredeemed, the unbelieving, the unregenerate, and those who did not confess Jesus as Lord while they were alive on this earth. This is a judgment unto eternal condemnation. No one, not the great and not the small, escapes this Great White throne judgment if they are outside of Jesus. Everyone is reduced to the same judgment.

Upon what basis will people be judged at this Great White Throne? Let’s look at the prosecution of the final judgment of God. We read Verses12, NIV, and following again,
12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done.
Think of those who died, and their bodies dissolved in the sea. Someone may ask the question: “How will they be raised?” God covers that when He says, “I spoke, and the world came into being, I can speak and those who died in the sea will come to life.” 

These books contained everything that people had ever said, thought, or done. These books are symbols of a record that God keeps. I do not know if he keeps these records on literal pages or on Blu-ray DVD’s, but be sure that God is a meticulous record keeper. He leaves nothing out.  

We like to compare ourselves with others in order to feel better about our chances on that last day. We think, “Hey, I am just as good as the Snodgrass’s down the street. The Snodgrass’s are pretty good people, and I think that I am just as good as they are.” That may be true, but do you really know the Snodgrass’s? Samuel Johnson said, “Every man knows that of himself which he dares not tell his dearest friend.” Romans 2:16, NIV, tells us,

16 This will take place on the day when God will judge men's secrets through Jesus Christ…
He will judge men’s secrets and things that you haven’t even told yourself for a long period of time. Everything will be brought to light. Friends, it will be horrible if your sins have not been cleansed from your soul on that day. It will be horrible to stand there and see everything that you ever thought, that you ever did, and that you ever said that defies God’s glory. 

Friend, you need a Savior.  Why do you still push Him away? I want to offer you Galatians 3:10-11, NIV,
10 All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law." 11 Clearly no one is justified before God by the law, because, "The righteous will live by faith."
What is God’s standard? It is perfection, and it is absolute holiness. Those who are without Christ will be judged on the basis of their works, but no one who is judged on the basis of their works will be presentable or acceptable in God’s sight. If we are to be rescued from God’s justice, we must be rescued on the basis of God’s grace and His mercy. Ephesians 2:8, 9, NIV, says,

8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast.

We must repent of our sins and believe in Jesus. Consider Paul’s appeal to the Athenians when he says, in Acts 17:30, 31, NIV, 
30 …God…commands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed.
The Bible says that we need to be “saved,” but saved from what? We need to be saved from God’s justice.

Lastly, we look at the penalty of the final judgment of God in Verses 14 and 15, NIV:
14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15 If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
This is the “second death.” I like the little phrase someone shared with me, “If you are born once you die twice. If you are born twice you die once.” We need to be born again, but if you are not born again you will experience the second death.

The lake of fire is a reference to Hell. Some claim that Hell is not a literal place, and it is not a literal lake but just a symbol. If Hell is not a literal lake, it is certainly is not less than a literal lake of fire. God is the greatest of communicators, and there is a reason why He called this a “lake of fire.” It is terrible. God gave us the best description possible to help us understand what Hell is.  
Society is bent on removing any idea that God will exact a final penalty for our sin; we don’t want to be accountable to God. We don’t want to be accountable to anyone, let alone God so Hell becomes a very unpopular doctrine. The liberal denominations have done away with the notion of Hell, but it is under attack today even among those who claim to believe that the Bible is the Word of God. All we can do is to read what God has written. Hell is not my creation or your creation, but God is the One who teaches us about Hell so that we would avoid it!

Take note of this “book of life.” This book of life is a book which lists all those who are rescued and have been forgiven of their sins. We need to have our names written in this book! We must ask ourselves: Is my name written there? 
Jesus, in Luke 10, sent out His twelve disciples to minister in other cities two-by-two. They were casting out demons in Jesus’ name, and they returned rejoicing because they had cast out demons with a word of command. They were thrilled at the power of God flowing through them, but listen to what Jesus told them (Luke 10:20, NIV):

20 “However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”
Is your name written there? These are sober truths to be sure, and there is still opportunity for you. Jesus offers you forgiveness in His name. This is the testimony that John writes in his first letter (1 John 5:11-13, NIV):
11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.

Satan has done his best to convince men and women that there will not be a final day of judgment and a final day of reckoning. If we hear of Hell today it is on a sitcom mocking the notion. Friends, consider deeply God’s gracious word on this subject.

Here are two applications for believers to consider: first, live holy lives. This is a sobering truth. Philippians 2:9-13, NIV, references this day, I believe when Paul says,

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence--continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.
I believe that this is what happens here: the lost bow their knee on this day to Jesus and declare Him Lord, and every tongue confesses that Jesus is Lord. Paul is encouraging them every day to work out their salvation.

The second application is this: will you share the Gospel with someone this week and consider deeply the Great White Throne? Paul said this in 2 Corinthians 5, NIV: 

11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience…14 For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died…20 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.
Someone told me about an interesting You-Tube video about Penn, from Penn and Teller, who is a Las Vegas magician. He is vain, and he is an atheist who mocks God often. On this video, titled “Penn Bible,” he talks about a fellow who had been at his show the previous night because he had some stuff that was handed out to the volunteers who had agreed to be a part of the act. Penn went over to him, and the fellow was very complimentary and he said, “I brought this for you,” and Penn was handed a Gideon New Testament. The fellow told Penn, “I wrote in the front of it and wanted you to have this. I am proselytizing.” Then Penn remarked, “It was really wonderful.  I believe he knew that I was an atheist, but he was not defensive. He looked me right in the eyes. He was very kind and nice and sane and then gave me the Bible.” Listen to what Penn says as he closes this video, “I don’t respect people who do not proselytize. If you believe that there is a Heaven and Hell and you think that people could be going there, and you think, ‘Well, it is not worth telling them this because it would be socially awkward,’ how much to you have to hate somebody to not proselytize. How much do you have to hate somebody to believe that eternal life was possible and then not tell them. This guy was a really good guy. He cared enough about me to proselytize and give me a Bible. I have to tell you, he was a very, very good man.”  Penn is still an atheist but he got it, didn’t he? How about us?
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