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The New Jerusalem

1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." 

5He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." 

6He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death." 

Charles Spurgeon, the famous preacher from the 19th Century, gave the following advice to his students who were studying for the ministry, “When you talk about Heaven let your face light up with heavenly glory. When you tell about Hell, your everyday face will do!”  I am privileged to talk to you about heaven, and I hope that my face reflects the joy I feel when I think about this realm. I am convinced that if we thought about Heaven more, we would live more meaningful and significant lives here on earth. C.S. Lewis in his book Mere Christianity writes: “If you read history you will find that the Christians who did the most for the present world were just those who thought most of the next. It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the other world that they have become so ineffective in this.” 

However, setting our minds on heaven does not come naturally to us. We are rooted in the things of this earth, and that is where our concerns and our attentions are often drawn. We must train our minds to habitually dwell on Heaven. This is why Paul, in Colossians 3:1-4, NIV, would exhort the church:

1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

The argument Paul is making is that this earth is not our real life, it is not our real home, and it is not our real reality. Our real life and real home is with Christ in Heaven. This place is but a temporary journey, a prolonged campout. Abraham understood that he was just an expatriate here. In Hebrews 11:9-10, NIV, this is how he is described:

9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
He was looking forward to Heaven all throughout his life. What is true of Abraham is true of all people of faith. Again, in Hebrews 11:13-16, NIV, we read,
13And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country--a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.

Is heaven on your mind? Are you looking for this country? Are you longing for it?

Richard Baxter was a very godly pastor who lived in the 1600’s. His life, however, was very difficult. He battled one sickness after another; everything from migraine headaches to intestinal disease to kidney stones to a constant cough. He testified that from the age of 21 he seldom experienced even one hour free from pain. When he was 35, he was afflicted with such a painful disease that he did not think he would live through it. He could not leave his bed for a prolonged time and so he prepared himself to leave this world to the next. He did so by meditating every day on his hope of Heaven. Much to his surprise, he recovered from this illness, and he wrote a book about heaven entitled The Saints' Everlasting Rest, a book about Heaven. From that time forward until his death at the age of 86, Baxter took up the discipline of setting aside a half hour every day just to think about Heaven. Listen to his encouragement to us regarding the spiritual profit from this practice: “If you would have light and heat, why are you not more in the sunshine? For lack of this recourse to heaven, your soul is as a lamp not lighted, and your duties as a sacrifice without fire. Fetch one coal daily from this altar, and see if your offering will not burn. Light your lamp at this flame, and feed it daily with oil from hence, and see if it will not gloriously shine. Keep close to this reviving fire, and see if your affections will not be warm. If you love God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength, warm your love for Him. Revive your soul by thinking about heaven.”
I challenge you to take Baxter’s counsel this week and see what a difference it will make. We open our Bibles to Revelation 21:1-8 to meditate on Heaven. We consider the newness of Heaven. Heaven never fades or becomes worn out like this world and the things in this world.  Heaven and everything in it is eternally new. In Verse 5 of Chapter 21, God says, “I am making everything new!” We explore what God means when He says, “I am making everything new” by considering three new wonders of Heaven from our text. 
First, there is a new creation. Second, there is a new relationship. Third, there is a new freedom.

The first wonder that will be new in Heaven will be creation itself, as we read in Verse 1, NIV,
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.
Here, again, are those three little words again, “Then I saw...”. As we have discussed in our previous studies of Revelation 19 and 20, these words are used by John to clarify a chronological sequence of events which God is going to bring about at the end of time. It might be helpful to go through this flow of events one more time. Revelation 6-18 teach us about a future day of Tribulation upon the earth; a time in which God will pour out His wrath and His judgment upon the nations who refuse to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah. John says, in Revelation 19:11, NIV, “I saw…”, which describes the second coming of Jesus to the earth,
11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True.  

This is Jesus, and John is speaking of the Second Advent, the Second Coming, the return of Christ, physically, to the earth to rule and to reign. After the Tribulation Jesus comes back, physically, to rule and to judge and to make war. Skipping to Verse 17, NIV, we read,
17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in midair, "Come, gather together for the great supper of God…”
After Jesus returns to the earth, an angel is sent to communicate to the birds that many people are going to die in a battle at a place called Armageddon. Then in Verse 19, NIV,
19 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against the rider on the horse and his army.
After the announcement to the birds that there will be a war, the armies of the earth gather to make war against the Messiah. Of course, this battle ends quickly with Jesus triumphing over all of His enemies, and the Antichrist and the false prophet are thrown into the lake of fire. 
Then we come to Chapter 20 and Verse 1, NIV,
And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain.
After the war at Armageddon ends, Jesus gains victory, all of His enemies are conquered, and the angel who carries a key to the Abyss and a great chain binds Satan for 1,000 years while Jesus rules and reigns on the earth for 1,000 years. Then in Verse 4, NIV,
4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. 
After Satan is bound, Jesus appoints certain of His people to rule and reign with Him for 1,000 years. After the 1,000 years are over, Satan is released one more time to lead a rebellion against God, and then in Verse 11, NIV, we read:

11 Then I saw a great white throne… 

There are those words again, “Then I saw…”, indicating another event in the chronological sequence. After the 1,000 years and after the final battle are completed, there is this Great White Throne of Judgment of those who are unsaved. The end of Verse 11, NIV, is very interesting:

Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.

That is to say that the current earth and heavens as we know them are completely destroyed by God at this time. That links us to Chapter 21, Verse 1. Peter describes this dissolution of the earth in more colorful terms in his second letter, 2 Peter 3:11-13, NIV:

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.
The earth we live on right now is temporary. God has no eternal plan for it; “It will pass away,” Jesus says (Matthew 24:35). In the future, God will dissolve the present heavens and earth with fire, so let us not worship creation and this earth; it is temporary. Let us worship the Creator. Indeed, it is right to care for this planet’s resources. It is good to wrestle against pollution and promote good stewardship of energy and natural resources, but we cannot preserve this earth. This earth is winding down and will one day be destroyed, for sin has corrupted it, and sin has touched it, and God will remove it from existence. With this in mind, let us read Revelation 21:1, NIV, again.

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away…
This present earth and heaven that we know and see is a marvelous work of God’s creation. God tells us that He communicates Himself through the beauty of nature and through the beauty of His creation. In Psalm 19:1-2, NIV, the psalmist says,

2The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 2 Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.
Paul teaches us the same idea in Romans 1:20, NIV:

20 For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.
The psalmist and Paul are arguing that people ought to know that God exists, that He is eternally powerful, He is almighty, and exceedingly great just by taking a walk through the park. Just from walking outside our homes we ought to be able to know that much about God, and if we don’t acknowledge that much about God we are without excuse. We have plenty of evidence God has given us regarding His greatness, His majesty, and His glory just in this created world. 
Early in the month of December, Lord willing, I plan to hike with my youngest son, Jackson, down into the Grand Canyon and camp there overnight. We are really looking forward to this time. I am going not because I enjoy sleeping on rocks and eating dehydrated food. That is not a romantic thought for me at this point. I am going for two reasons: first, because it will bring me great joy to spend this time with my son and, second, because it will bring me great joy to gaze in wonder at God’s creation and to listen to the heavens and earth speak to me about His glory. I believe that I will learn more about God’s power and glory from the experience. I look forward to this adventure as a time of worship and a time to stop and meditate in stillness upon the greatness and wonder and glory of God.

If it is true that the Creator placed His fingerprints on this present world so that we would see them and then acknowledge Him and admire Him, how much more true will that be of the new creation! If the world that God created to be temporary possesses such beauty and wonder, how much more will the beauty and wonder of the new earth and the new heaven be? If this temporary creation declares the glory of God to us, how much more will this new Heaven and this new earth!

Sometimes people have such a dim view of the wonder and of the beauty of Heaven. They think that the only colors in Heaven will be the blue of the sky, the white of the clouds, and the gold of the streets and the harps. Outside of that, as they think about Heaven, no other colors appear in their imagination. I believe that there will be more colors that we will enjoy and experience there than we do here. There will be more wonder. This new Heaven and new earth are described as “heaven” and “earth” as a means to compare them favorably with the current heaven and the current earth. There will be great similarities between this current earth and present heavens with that future eternal earth and eternal Heaven that God one day will create. I believe that there will be trees and grassy fields and mountains and streams and animals and twinkling stars, though there won’t be any sun or any moon, the Scripture tells us. I think we will be surprised at the similarities. That is the reason why God says that there will a new earth and a new Heaven because there will be many similarities. 

There will be many differences to be sure! These differences will have to do with the deficiencies of this present earth. There will be no place that is too hot or too cold or too rainy or too dry or that lacks beauty and grace. This new earth and new Heaven will be untouched by sin and will be absolutely perfect in every way! Let us think about that and let our imaginations wonder as we consider the creativity of God in bringing to us a future home and place of absolute wonder and perfection. 

At the end of Verse 1 there is an interesting line which says, NIV, 
… and there was no longer any sea. 

There are not many details that John writes about, but this is one thing that he writes – there won’t be anymore sea. I know that many of you love the sea, and this will be a little disappointing to you. Why did God reveal to John that there would not be anymore sea? I am guessing here, and it is somewhat of an educated guess.  Think of where John is as he is writing. He is on an island in exile. He is on a small, little strip of land and that little strip of land is his prison. All he sees day after day is what? All John sees is the sea, and that sea represents to John complete and utter separation from freedom and from the people he loves. There won’t be anymore separation and distance, whether that separation is emotional caused by conflict or that separation is geographical caused by distance. There won’t be anything that separates us! There won’t be anymore danger or anything that can take our lives in this new earth and this new Heaven, because the sea in that time often represented danger and violence.
How long will this new earth and new Heaven remain new? Things of this earth remain new for a very short time. This past March, I had the opportunity to purchase a new car. I had not owned a new car before I bought my Prius. When I bought that Prius, I loved the smell, the glossy paint, the spotless upholstery, opening the hood and seeing the clean engine, and the shiny tires. I have really tried to keep this new car new. About four months after I brought the car home, one of my sons was backing out of the driveway. My new car was on the other side of the driveway. You know where this story is going, don’t you? He didn’t hit it hard, but he hit it. It is not a big crease, but it is a crease. The paint was rubbed off, and there is a little dent in the back. Every time I open my door now I see that crease, and I realize that my car is no longer new. How short a duration I had when it was “new.” God has a purpose for this dent in my car. He intends to remind me that nothing here stays new. All is temporary, so Ritch, lift your eyes to Heaven because every thing that we have in experiencing this life gets old, broken, and worn down, but that is not true in Heaven. Everything there is new, fresh, clean, sparkling, without dent or defect for all eternity! Every day there is this “new car” smell. Every day the paint is glossy. Every day there is this same excitement that you and I might have about getting into a new car for the first time; the same excitement is what greets us every day of our existence all of the time. It is a new earth, and it is a new Heaven. 

 This description of newness becomes even more vivid in Verse 2, NIV.

2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.
This picture of a city coming down to earth is interesting, and the bride is prepared by whom? It is prepared by God Himself. Interestingly, John records Jesus using this same word, “prepared,” in John 14:2-3, NIV,
2 In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.
John now sees this prepared place, and he says that this prepared place is so beautiful that he is trying to describe it. You can imagine John, being under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, thinking what illustration might best describe the beauty. John says, “It is like a bride being prepared for her wedding day.”

Do you remember your wedding day, for those of you who are married? A bride wants to be the most beautiful on that special day; more beautiful than she has ever been before, and she does everything to prepare for that day. She overlooks no detail from the top of her head to the souls of her feet. Everything is well thought out and well planned and meticulously arranged so that she will be a “prepared” bride. This care a bride takes over her own person for her wedding day, that is the idea of what God does as He prepares a place for us with great care, skill, detail, and creativity. I remember seeing my bride on our wedding day as she walked down the aisle. My jaw just dropped open. That is the way it is going to be for us everyday.

There is a new creation.

But more than that, there is a new relationship as we see in Verse 3, NIV,

3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.
The Bible teaches us that there is a sense in which God is with us now. The Bible teaches us that we as believers are temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:10); that He is with us and in us. Jesus, before He left and as He was giving the Great Commission, said (Matthew 28:20),

“I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
There is a strong sense in which God is with us now.  However, God promises us that in the future, there will be something more for us to enjoy regarding the presence of God in our lives. The Apostle Paul tells us, in 2 Corinthians 5:6, NASB,

…while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord…

He also knows that Jesus said, in Matthew 28:20, “I am with always, even to the end of the age,” and “The Holy Spirit resides in us and is with us,” and yet Paul says that we are absent. There is a sense of separation and distance, and that distance is completely and utterly obliterated in Heaven itself. In Heaven we will experience more fellowship, more intimacy, more clarity, and more glory. Look at Rev 22:4, NIV: 
4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.
What a wonder that is. This is the treasure of Heaven. For the believer, the opportunity to see God is everything. It is the joy of our lives. In eternity, we will not be so enamored with the place of Heaven as beautiful as that place will be, but rather, we will be captivated by the Person of Heaven. God will be the focal point of our eternity.  

At the end of John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, Mr. Steadfast is dying, but as he is dying he is dying with the hope of seeing God. Listen to what Mr. Steadfast says, “I am going to see that head that was crowned with thorns and see the face that was spit upon for me. I have formerly lived by hearsay and faith, but now I go where I shall live by sight and shall be with him in whose company I delight.”  

John writes in his first epistle, 1 John 3:2, NIV,

2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

The Apostle Paul says in 1 Corinthians 13:12, NIV,

12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
Friends, Heaven was not prepared for everyone. If you are not excited about spending time with God and about seeing God in all of His glory, then heaven would not be a fun place for you. There is a way to change that. Perhaps you are saying, “I don’t know if I would be excited at all about seeing God. I don’t know if I have any longing for that.” That indicates that there is a heart problem; that you don’t long to see God because you do not know Him. If you knew Him you would long to see Him. This is where the Gospel proclamation is such good news for those who have a wall and a blindness to the glory of God. If you desire to see God in His glory and desire to know Him and a desire to rejoice in Him, call upon Jesus as your Savior. He can take the blindness from your eyes and cause you to see that which you have been blind to all of your life. God is a gracious God. He will transform your heart, and He will give you eyes to see and ears to hear. 
C.S. Lewis wrote in his book, The Problem of Pain
 writes: “We are afraid that Heaven is a bribe . . . It is not so. Heaven offers nothing that a mercenary soul can desire. It is safe to tell the pure in heart that they shall see God, for only the pure in heart want to.” Do you want to see God? Then you will. Isn’t that a joy? Heaven is all about getting to see God and to enjoy Him forever.  

Richard Baxter expresses the thought in these lines:

My knowledge of that life is small, The eye of faith is dim,
But it’s enough that Christ knows all, And I shall be with him.

To those who have learned to love and trust Jesus, the prospect of meeting Him face-to-face and being with Him forever is the hope that sustains our joy even in the midst of deep suffering in this life.
Lastly, we will experience a new freedom. Let’s look at Verse 4, NIV,
4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.
This is so precious! All of these – death, mourning, crying and pain – were brought into this world as the result of sin and disobedience, and God will not allow sin or sin’s consequences to endure forever. He created this world with perfection in mind, and perfection is what He will bring it to. He puts an end once and for all to all the affects of man’s rebellion. The old order of things is completely vanished and gone. Think of what that will be like! No more cancer diagnosis, no more Down’s syndrome, no more idolatry, no more blindness, no more divorce, no more lust, no more painful joints, no more sexual immorality, no more Alzheimer’s, no more angry words, no more shame, no more alcohol and drug abuse, no more poverty, no more prisons, no more temptation, no more paralysis, no more child abuse, no more failures, no more racism, no more depression, no more orphanages, no more death. How different life will be. In Heaven there will be nothing disappointing, nothing incomplete, nothing sad, nothing lacking, and nothing wrong. 
I like the lyrics to the song “No More Nights”
, by David Phelps:

The timeless theme, earth and heaven will pass away. 

It’s not a dream, God will make all things new that day. 

Gone is the curse from which I stumbled and fell. 


Evil is banished to eternal hell. 


No more night. No more pain. No more tears. Never crying again. 

And praises to the great "I AM." We will live in the light of the risen Lamb. 


See all around, now the nations bow down to sing. 

The only sound is the praises to Christ, our King. 

Slowly the names from the book are read. 

I know the King, so there’s no need to dread. 


No more night. No more pain. No more tears. Never crying again. 

And praises to the great "I AM." We will live in the light of the risen Lamb. 

It is a pastor’s privilege to come alongside people who are experiencing great pain and suffering. It is difficult, but it is a privilege. Pastors remember the tears. That is what we do. I remember sitting with parents in a hospital room whose four year old boy lay in the bed dying from cancer.  I remember putting my arms around two teenage girls as their mom died from this same disease. I remember breaking the news to a mom that her son had just died suddenly. I remember praying with husbands and wives whose spouses decided to leave them for another. I remember holding the hand of a friend as he was about to breathe his last breathe. I remember praying through the late evening for a teenage son who was severely injured in a car accident and did not have much hope to pull through the night. In every case, I wish I had a wand in my hand to wave over the person who is experiencing so much sorrow and so much pain; a wand that would wave over and cause that trial and that suffering to be removed in an instant, but God did not give me that wand. He keeps it for Himself, and He promises us that He will one day use it to remove all suffering and sickness and heartache and death. He asks us to trust Him. Presently He is working out His purposes in these painful trials, but He wants us to know that He will not abide them forever.

In Verse 5, NIV, we read:

5 He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true."
How do we get there? God did not leave us without a map! In John 14:5-6, NIV,

5Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" 6Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. "

I ask you, have you come to the Lord Jesus to have your sins forgiven and to have access to God and to His Heaven? God calls you to repent of your sins and trust in Him. He has made a way for you. 

There is a widely respected man known as “Uncle Johnson” who died in Michigan at the incredible age of 120. Perhaps his advanced years could be credited in part to the cheerful outlook that characterized his life. One day while at work in his garden, he was singing songs of praise to God. His pastor, who was passing by, looked over the fence and called, “Uncle Johnson, you seem very happy today.” “Yes, I was just thinking,” said the old man. “Thinking about what?” questioned his pastor. “Oh, I was just thinking that if the crumbs of joy that fall from the Master’s table in this world are so good, what will the great loaf in glory be like? I tell you, sir, there will be enough for everyone and some to spare up there.”

Do you remember Richard Baxter’s counsel? “If you would have light and heat, why are you not more in the sunshine? Friends, let us spend some time this week each day just to think about Heaven. It is so fun to think about God and about Heaven so let’s do it. I believe it will make us more courageous in our witness; it will strengthen us in our fight against sin; it will comfort us in our grief, and it will restore joy to our worship!  Let’s just sit in the sunshine!
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