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The New Jerusalem 

5He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." 

6He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death." 

9One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said to me, "Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb." 10And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. 11It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. 13There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on the west. 14The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

15The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and its walls. 16The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia in length, and as wide and high as it is long. 17He measured its wall and it was 144 cubits thick, by man's measurement, which the angel was using. 18The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. 19The foundations of the city walls were decorated with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20the fifth sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 21The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass. 

22I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 25On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 26The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 27Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.

Missionary Samuel Morrison was returning home to the United States after serving twenty-five years as a missionary in Africa. He was coming home to die. On his voyage home, he learned that President Teddy Roosevelt was returning with him on the same ocean liner after a hunting expedition. When the ship pulled into New York harbor, a huge crowd had filled the dock.  As President Roosevelt stepped onto the gang plank, a band began to play; choirs of children started to sing; colorful balloons rose high into the sky, cameras flashed with light, confetti and ticker tape fell, and the multitude loudly applauded and cheered with great enthusiasm. Ropes and police restrained the throng from pushing too close the president.  

Shortly after President Roosevelt descended from the ship, Samuel Morrison walked down that same path, but what a contrast between his reception and that of the president's! No one is there to greet him. No one points a camera in his direction. He slips quietly through the exuberant crowd without any notice at all. No one offers to ease the burden of his bags after the long journey. He tries to hail a cab, but they have all been taken. Inside his heart, Samuel begins to complain, “Lord, the president has been in Africa for three weeks killing animals, and the whole world turns out to welcome him home! I’ve given twenty-five years of my life in Africa serving You, and no one has greeted me or even knows I’m here. No one welcomes me home.” Samuel Morrison then hears a gentle voice whispering to his soul, “My dear child, you are not home yet!”

If you are a Christian, you are not home yet either! Our home is not here in this present world; our home is with God in heaven. Paul writes in Philippians 3:20, NIV,
20 But our citizenship is in heaven. 

Right now, we are on a journey as foreigners through a strange land. Every day, we move journey to arriving at our ultimate destination and at our eternal home! Friends, let us live our lives in view of the place to which we are traveling. One of the most healthy spiritual disciplines that we can employ in our lives is the discipline of thinking about Heaven. The contemplation of Heaven is a medicine to those who have grown spiritually ill; it is an energy bar to those who have grown spiritually weary; and it is a feast, a banquet to those who are spiritually hungry.  When we arrive in heaven, we will say, “Yes!  This is my home. This is the place I have been looking for all along! This is the fulfillment of all my dreams, hopes, longings, yearnings, wishes, and desires.” So, friends, let us set our minds and hearts upon Heaven. Jesus and the apostles urge us to live our lives here with the contemplation of our future lives there. Paul writes in Colossians 3:2, NIV, 

2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.

God repeats this theme in Hebrews 13:14, NIV,
14 For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come.

Heaven is where our future lies. Heaven is our certain hope.
The Scottish pastor Alexander McLaren asks the church this perceptive question: "Did it ever occur to you, Christian, that your hope was a thing to be cultivated, that you ought to exert specific effort for that purpose? Get into the habit of meditating upon the object toward which [your] hope is directed…If you never think about heaven, it will have no attraction for you." 

My prayer is that you and I will grow in our attraction for Heaven as we study Revelation 21. We will consider three wonders of Heaven that thrill us. We will first consider the wonder of the saint’s bequest. Second, we will consider the wonder of the sweet bliss. Finally, we will consider the wonder of the stunning beauty.
In Verses 5-8, we discover that Heaven is the saint’s bequest. The word “bequest” is a seldom used in conversation these days. The word merely means “inheritance.” Someone may ask, “Why didn’t you use the word “inheritance?” The answer to that is that inheritance does not begin with a “B,” therefore, it didn’t fit.
We read in Verse 5, NIV,

5 He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true."  
God, the One seated on the throne says, “I am making everything new!” This means that God will create this future new Heaven and this new earth. He will give us new bodies which are fit for this Eternal Place. He offers us a whole new relationship full of face-to-face intimacy and glory. He provides us with new freedoms: from sickness, weakness, danger, trials, guilt, temptation, sin, pain, tears, and death itself. Everything about Heaven will be permanently new, fresh, innovative, bright, immaculate, and perfect. Nothing in Heaven will ever get old, torn, worn out, used up, damaged, ruined, or dilapidated. Every morning everything will be completely new all over again.

The overarching question for you and I as we read the Bible is this: who qualifies to enter this new Heaven and earth? Thankfully, God does not leave us in the dark about that important question as we read Verses 6 and 7, NIV,
6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son.”
Two descriptions are given in these verses about those who qualify for heaven. First, they are those who are thirsty, and secondly, they are those who overcome. These are not two different groups, but they are two descriptions of the same group.

First, people who inherit Heaven are people who are thirsty. No one who is not thirsty will enter Heaven; God promises to give drink without cost from the spring of the water of life to everyone who is thirsty. Thirst is a condition of salvation, but what are these thirsty for? Is God saying that all one has to do to enter heaven is to be thirsty for heaven and to be thirsty for a utopia, a place where there is no pain, no crime, no mourning, no death, no disease, and no difficulties? No, that is not what God is saying. Everyone is thirsty for that kind of place. I don’t know of a single person I have ever met who, after describing Heaven and are asked, “Would you like to go to Heaven?” who has replied, “No, I don’t want to go to Heaven!” Everyone is thirsty for that kind of place. Clearly, from Revelation 21 and 22, not everyone thirsts in the way that God is describing here. What is it that they are thirsty for? The answer is that they are thirsty for God Himself. Those who are thirsty have souls that want to know God. They want to connect with God, and they want to be in relationship with Him, to have fellowship with Him, to worship Him, and to draw near to Him.  People who are thirsty recognize that their sin has separated them from God and have made a great chasm of distance so that they can’t connect with Him, but they long to and want to, so they are thirsty because they recognize that in their natural condition their life is not in right relationship with their Creator and they long to be rejoined to Him.

David expressed this thirst this way in Psalm 42:1-2, NIV,
1As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God. 2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.

I ask you, “Are you thirsty for God?” If you are, then God invites you to come and drink freely from the spring of the water of life so that you can know Him. God has provided a path by which you can traverse this great chasm, and that path is Jesus. There is one Mediator between God and man and that is the Man Christ Jesus.  Jesus offers, “Drink!” 

Remember Jesus met that Samarian woman at the well as He was passing through Samaria. He begins a conversation with her, and He is pointing, not to her physical thirst but to her spiritual thirst, and He says to this dear woman (John 4:13-14, NIV),  

13 "Everyone who drinks this (physical) water will…(thirst) again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give…will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give (to) him will become (like) a spring of water welling up (inside of him, ever nourishing and ever quenching)."  

Is your soul parched for God or can you live without Him? If you say to yourself, “Well, I think I can live without God. I am doing pretty well right now. I don’t feel like I need any real intimate connection to Him,” then you are not thirsty for Him and Heaven is not your inheritance. In order to have Heaven as your inheritance you have to be “thirsty” the Scripture says. Please understand that this water is no cheap drink. God offers it to us, as the text says, without cost. What precious words those are. We can never pay enough in order to provide for ourselves this water that we need to quench our thirst. God gives this water without cost, but this water is no cheap drink for in order for God to offer this water to us He had to send His One and Only Son into this world to die upon a cross. He had to pay for this water with the life of His Own Son, and He did that for you and for me so that He could offer this water freely to anyone who is thirsty. 

The first characteristic of people who inherit Heaven is that they thirst for God.

The second characteristic is found in Verse 7 (NIV): people who inherit heaven overcome.

7 “He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son.”
This theme of overcoming is prominent through in the Book of Revelation. In fact, if we study Chapters 2 and 3 carefully we will find that word “overcome” appears seven times in the seven messages to the seven churches. For instance, in Revelation 2:7, NIV,
7“To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.”
And again in Revelation 2 and 3, NIV,

2:11“He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death.”
2:17 “To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna.”
2:26“To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations…” 
3:5 “He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the book of life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels.”
3:12 “Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will he leave it. I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on him my new name.” 

3:21 “To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne.”
Over and over again, this theme of overcoming appears in the Book of Revelation. What does it mean? The term “overcoming” leads us to a picture of a war or a battle. There are some on that battlefield who are defeated, and there are some who overcome, who conquer and gain victory. God is teaching us that only those who overcome and conquer inherit Heaven. This battle rages inside of every one of us, and it is a battle for competing thirsts. The struggle is to continue to thirst for God over every other stream that promises us life. To overcome means that we win this battle, and we win this struggle, but as we walk through this path, this life, and this temporal world, we are walking through a desert, and we are walking as strangers in this place.  We see various oases, and these oases have huge signs that say, “Come and drink and be satisfied!” We are really thirsty because we are searching and looking for a better city, but along the path it is very tempting to stop by and begin to drink from these other streams and these other wells. It might be the lust of the eyes or the lust of the flesh, or the boastful pride of life. But, we are drawn to them, and we are called to them. Which voice wins the battle: our thirst for Christ or our thirst for the world and all that it offers? 

Listen to John Piper write about this subject: “The struggle is between thirsting after God and thirsting after anything else.  If our soul thirsts for God the way a deer pants for the flowing streams, if we have tasted enough of the beauty and love and power of Christ that we forget the things which lie behind and pursue Him, if we deny our worldly thirst and take up our cross and thirst after Christ, then God will meet us on the other side of the desert as an all-satisfying fountain of life forever. . . Thirst for Christ must conquer thirst for this world.”

Someone may rightly ask the question: what if it doesn’t? What if I began with a little thirst for God but then I got drawn away and that thirst was overcome by the thirst for this world? What happens then? Let’s read Verse 8, NIV, because Verse 8 answers that question.
8 “But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars--their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.”
Verse 8 describes people who did not overcome their thirsts for this world, but rather who were overcome by them. If the people described here ever expressed a thirst for God, it was not a conquering thirst. Their desire for God was swallowed up at some point by the lusts, the desires, and the boasts of this current world and the life that we live in it. God does not give life water to those who possess only a passing thirst. God gives life-water to those who have an overcoming, a conquering thirst for Him. These mentioned in Verse 8 lack saving faith as evidenced by their failure to follow God in obedience, for here is the biblical Truth: everyone who is born of God overcomes. That is what 1 John 5:4, NIV, explicitly says.
4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world.
This teaching in Verse 8 is not new in Scripture. For instance, in I Corinthians 6:9-10, NIV, listen to what Paul says:
9 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.

Someone will ask, “Does this mean that only sinless people will go to Heaven?” No, only redeemed people will go to Heaven, and redeemed people are characterized by a faith that conquers. Once that faith enters, that faith conquers the thirst for this world, and it conquers that thirst for this world by an overriding, overarching thirst for God. This is not to say that believers don’t sin, but when we sin and when we drink from one of these oases which God warns us against, we recognize that it was a horrible error and we repent.  We turn from that oasis, and we turn back to the Source of Life and a source of water that we know is truly satisfying: God Himself.

In 1 Corinthians 6:11, NIV, Paul continues by saying,

11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

Something has happened that God has changed our heart so that we have an overcoming thirst for Him, and it is a conquering thirst that doesn’t let us go. That is true of everyone who is born of God.
The Scripture teaches that if our lives are characterized by a willful giving over of our persons to these thirsts, the thirsts of this world, then we can be confident that we are not children of God, and we do not have an inheritance with God’s people. This is sobering and ought to make us yearn to make our calling and our election surer by nourishing a conquering thirst for God.

All too often, many raised in church have this mistaken notion: I have fire insurance because I prayed a prayer when I was little, and I can have all of these conquering thirsts of this world just completely override and take over my life.  I don’t have to fear at all for my salvation because back then I said a prayer. That is not what the Bible teaches. The Bible teaches who inherits Heaven: it is those who overcome, those who fight and fight and fight and don’t give up in this battle because they hold on to this thirst for God. This makes us yearn all the more to make our calling and our election sure.
Now let us consider the saint’s sweet bliss in Verse 9, NIV.

9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said to me, "Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb."  10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.

We know that the “bride of Christ” is the church and here, I believe, the “wife of the Lamb” refers to the saints of all of the ages. John is shown the saints and then he is shown the “New Jerusalem.” Is this New Jerusalem a city as it is described later in Verses 12 through 27, or is it a “people?” The answer is that it is both! The people, the citizens of this city, are so connected to the city that they are considered “together.” They are considered together here in Verses 9 and 10, but they are considered together forever because this New Jerusalem is the residence, the home, of the people of God from the time of Revelation 21 all throughout eternity future. 
This city, I believe, is the place where saints presently go to be with the Lord when they die. This city currently exists, and it has already been created by God. It is not created at the same time as the new Heavens and new earth in Verse 1 and 2. The new Heaven and the new earth are created in Verse 1, and in Verse 2, this New Jerusalem comes down; it is not created – it just comes down; it moves its location. I believe that Scripture is teaching us that this New Jerusalem, this capital city of the future, eternal place of glory, exists now; it is where believers go immediately when they die to be with the Lord; and, at this point, after the Millennium, this New Jerusalem will come down from Heaven.  It will find a new location. 

Will this New Jerusalem be rooted on the new earth or will it be rooted somewhere in the heavens? We don’t know. It doesn’t tell us where it comes down to, it just tells us where it comes down from, but it becomes a part of this new sphere of this New Heaven and this new earth. 

The fact that this New Jerusalem has gates, which we will look at in the next study, indicates that the residents are able to move in and out. It is our home base, but we will be able to move in and out of this New Jerusalem, this beautiful city, so that we can enjoy all of the infinite reaches of the New Heaven and the new earth that God created for all of eternity for His glory. I believe this Holy City that comes down from Heaven is the same place that Jesus refers to in John 14:2, NIV, when He says to His disciples:

2 “In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.”
So, the New Jerusalem and the Father’s House, I believe, are one in the same and, friends, this is a very happy place. It is a place of extreme bliss and gladness for God’s people forever and ever.  It is interesting that this New Jerusalem is described in relationship to her citizens. The city is called the “bride” because there is a special focus on the people who are inhabiting the city. The bride, or the wife of the Lamb, is not an individual, but it is a community, a group of people. So, you and I, in and of ourselves, are not the bride of the Lamb, but we will be together the bride of the Lamb. God intends for us to live in community with each other forever as His bride, His people, who give worship, honor and glory to His name.
This bliss and this gladness are described as a wedding day. For those of you who are married, do you remember how happy you were on your wedding day? I remember that day so very clearly, and it was one of, if not the happiest days of my entire life. Perhaps your experience was not like mine. Perhaps your wedding day was marred by some trials or sad circumstances. In that case I would ask you: “Do you remember how happy you wished you had been on your wedding day?” That is the comparison, and that is what Heaven will be like every day, all of the time. There will be complete gladness and overwhelming delight. 
I believe that there are two main reasons for our bliss. Reason Number One: we will be with other people whom we love forever and ever. We will not inherit Heaven in isolation of others, but we inherit Heaven jointly as part of God’s family and God’s people, His bride. Together we are the wife of the Lamb. Together we are the Bride of Christ. We are not the bride in seclusion from others, but we are His bride collectively. The whole city and all of its inhabitants are the bride and it is intended by God to teach us that we live together with God’s people forever.

1 Thessalonians 4, NIV, teaches us this explicitly. There were believers in Thessalonica who were wondering, “What happens to believers who have already died? They weren’t around when Jesus returned. What happens to them?” Paul encourages them with this answer:
16For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the arch
angel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.

We are going to be with them; collectively with them.

Part of the bliss of Heaven will be in being joined together with other believers in absolutely perfect fellowship. Our relationships will be characterized by complete righteousness, so as much joy as we experience from good relationships in this life will be only but a shadow of the joy that we will share there, because there, there will be no gossip, no failures, no backbiting, no selfishness, no egos, no caustic sarcasm, no belittling, no angry words, no malicious thoughts.  There will only joyful friendship there forever and ever. The people who are our friends and family here, we will know there but in a much more satisfying manner. Relationships won’t be less satisfying in Heaven then they are on earth; they will be much more satisfying.
Someone may ask the question, “Will I be married in heaven?”  Jesus teaches in Luke 20 that the answer is, “No,” we will not be married as we know marriage here in this life. That may seem disappointing at first, but I can assure you that your relationship with your spouse will be so much grander and more pleasurable than it is here. Your wife or husband will continue to love you in Heaven as he or she did on earth but only in a deeper, sweeter, and more pure way than he or she ever could in this life. 

What a comfort it is to know that those people whom you love and whom you have laid in the grave with tears you will see again and enjoy forever. You miss them sorely now, but not then.  This is true for the mom who lost her little one while she was yet in the womb. Think of the joy of hugging your child and talking with them forever and ever. This is true of the wife who lost her husband, the child who lost his dad, the friend who lost his best buddy. Heaven will be a joyful reunion! Think of that joy!

(Some unbelievers wrongly think, “Well, I would rather be in Hell because that is where my friends will be.” No, there is no joy in Hell. Hell is not like Heaven, it is more uncomfortable.  Hell will be a place of utter loneliness and isolation and darkness. No one will be comforted by the presence of friends there. No one will enjoy conversations with friends in the place of weeping and gnashing of teeth. Hell is complete darkness and separation from every joy that we know in this life, including the joy of friendship.)
Secondly, there is great bliss in Heaven because, and most important about our joy, we will be with God whom we love the most. In Heaven, we will be perfectly obedient. What is the greatest Commandment? It is (Matthew 22:36, NIV):

'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind (and all your strength).' 

In Heaven when we obey, there will never be compulsion or obligation: “Well, I guess I have to obey God’s Commandments because I am in Heaven and there is no sin in Heaven.” In Heaven there will be a complete understanding of the Commandments of God so that we will never want to sin because we will know the joy of obeying God step-by-step. What will it mean to love God with all of our soul and all of our heart and all of our mind and all of our strength? It will mean that that is the greatest joy of our lives; to continue to love Him and to learn more about Him in His glory. 
Look at Verse 11, NIV,

      11 It shone with the glory of God…
It is God’s presence that is in view. That is what John already referred to in Verse 3, NIV, when he said,

Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.
The glory of God will be the most distinctive and exceptional aspect of this city. God will manifest his infinitely bright and beautiful glory for all in Heaven to enjoy every day. Do you remember in times past that God revealed glimpses, little shadows, of His glory and what happened? Do remember how Moses was on Mt. Sinai and when God revealed His glory, the people who were in the valley below looked up? It seemed as though the whole mountain was on fire, and it shook because of the glory of the Lord? Moses went up and he said, “God, I want to see your glory,” and God put him in a cleft of a rock and He passed by Moses.  When he came down, his face literally glowed because of that experience. What will it be like for us in Heaven?
Do you remember Solomon? Upon completion of the Temple, the glory of the Lord descended upon the Temple, and it shown with a brightness and the people worshipped. Do you remember how Peter, James and John went up with Jesus on the Mount of the Transfiguration and when Jesus was transfigured, they saw a glimpse of His glory? What did Peter do at that moment? He said, in Matthew 17:

       4 “Lord, it is good for us to be here.”

.

That is an understatement! 

Peter continued:

“If you wish, I will put up three shelters--one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”
Peter wanted to live up there forever and never come down. Some in preaching this story condemn Peter for this by saying that Peter forgot that there were people who needed Him in the valley below. Friends, anyone who gains a glimpse of the glory of God will never, ever want to leave it. Peter had to get back down into the valley because it was not God’s time, but he wasn’t wrong for wanting it and neither are you, and neither am I, wrong for wanting to be in the presence of the glory of God forever because that is our future. 

God tells us that that day is going to come, and that is all that we will experience all of the time.  Everything will be new and glorious and exciting forever and ever. 

We gain strength as we set our hearts upon this happy hope. In our next study we will discuss the stunning beauty of Heaven that is described in Verses 12 through 27.

I have a daily routine. When I get up in the morning, one of the first things I do in getting ready and dressed as I come down, I take a tablespoon full of cod liver oil, and I drink it down. It is supposed to be good for you. If it is not, I am, of all men, most to be pitied. Occasionally I will have friends or family over at the time when I am taking my cod liver oil, and I will get out two spoons.  I will say to them, “Hey, do you want to share some cod liver oil with me?” They always look at me and say, “No thanks!” I try and tempt them further, and I tell them that it is lemon flavored, but that still doesn’t do it. 

Revelation 21:6, NIV, says,

“To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life.”
Throughout our life as believers, it is our joy and it is our responsibility to come to people who haven’t drunk from the water of life yet, to extend it and say, “This is what God offers you. Do you want a drink?” Many people you know and many people I know look at that offer, and they respond the same way that my friends and family respond to the offer of cod liver oil. They say, “No thanks.” Why is that? It is because they are not thirsty for it. They have no taste for God.
Perhaps you may say, “I have to admit, I don’t know if I have any taste for God and I don’t know if I have any thirst for Him. What do I do?” I want you to know that if you are sincere in asking the question, “What do I do when I have no thirst for God,” God has a great answer for you. He says for you first to repent. The reason you have no thirst for God is because of sin; you have been drinking from other streams, and they spoiled your taste. So repent, turn away from those streams you have been drinking from. Repent and say, “Those streams don’t offer me life. They are not my future, and I want no more to do with them. I want to turn.” Here is the precious promise of God for you. He says, “If you seek Me, and if you seek for Me with all of your heart, you will find Me.” If you really want a thirst for God, God will give you one.

You cannot create a thirst for God. You cannot just decide that you are going to be thirsty for God. It must be a work of God’s grace upon your heart, but God promises to do that work upon your heart if you really and truly are sincere about wanting God. He is not talking about wanting a god that is designed after your own imagination. He doesn’t allow for idols to be set up that pacify your will, but He says if you really want know the God who created you, the God who sent His Son to die in your place, the path is open and if you desire to know God I urge you to have a long conversation with God, even now, and say, “God, I need to have a thirst for you because I need this water. I am ready to turn away from those other streams and I am willing to turn toward you. God would you give me eternal life? Will you give me this water?” 
If you seek for God with all your heart you will find Him. That is God’s promise.
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