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Scriptural Foundation: Revelation 22:1-11

The River of Life 

1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. 6The angel said to me, "These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place." 

Jesus Is Coming 

7"Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book." 

 8I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 9But he said to me, "Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers the prophets and of all who keep the words of this book. Worship God!" 

10Then he told me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near. 11Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy." 

Contrary to the claims of many health and wealth preachers, our best life is not now. Our best life is ahead of us. This world has been poisoned by sin so we expect tribulation, persecution, injustice, misery, and pain. Jesus declares to us in John 16:33, NIV,

 33 ". . .  In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world."
This world is not free of wounds and never will be until Jesus returns personally to establish His Kingdom on the earth. We are taught in the Bible not to put our hope in this world, but to live in view of the truth that this world is passing away. We are taught, instead, to set our minds and hearts on the things above. As Christians, our ultimate destination is Heaven, and that is where we place our thoughts. Jesus announced to us, “Your reward in heaven is great!” God wants us to think often of Heaven’s joys.  
Some teachers, particularly from the Emergent Church camp, actually warn against placing too much emphasis on the afterlife for fear that we will become irrelevant in the life here if we do.  For instance, Rob Bell cautions, “The goal for Jesus isn’t to get into Heaven. The goal is to get Heaven here. True spirituality then is not about escaping this world to some other place where we will be forever. A Christian is not someone who expects to spend forever in Heaven there. A Christian is someone who anticipates spending forever here, in a new heaven that comes to earth. The goal isn’t escaping this world but making the world the kind of place God can come to.” 
Emergent teachers love to set forward false dichotomies and false “either/or” propositions. I agree that the new life God offers us in Jesus is not about escaping this world, but preoccupation with Heaven does not cause to us to try to escape from this world, and it contradicts Scripture to suggest that we can create Heaven on earth and that we can make this world the kind of place that God can come to. This is a man-centered Gospel of human achievement and not the God-centered Gospel of the grace of Jesus.
Friends, the more we think about Heaven and the more we long for it, the more relevant we will become to this world. We are a people who know that our lives here on earth are filled with meaning because we know that we will live forever with God in Heaven. 
Heaven reminds us that we are a people set apart by God to serve Him now and forevermore.  Heaven reminds us that our enlistment into His service does not begin when we die, but right now!  Heaven reminds us that that this life is short and we must not fritter away our opportunities to glorify Jesus in this life.  Heaven makes us consider the preciousness of the time God gives us here in this world and to use it to honor the One who redeemed us with His own blood. 
Heaven makes us consider Hell so that we busy ourselves proclaiming the Gospel to people who otherwise will be separated from God forever and ever. 
Heaven encourages us to never quit serving God, no matter how dark or depressing our circumstances, for everything we do in this life will profoundly affect our joy in the next. We refuse to quit the race or become disqualified for the prize when we are only a few yards from the finish line. 
Heaven motivates us to give generously to the poor and the downtrodden as it liberates us from the love for money and temporal concerns. Our real life is there, not here, so we do not build bigger barns to satisfy the thirst of our soul.

C.S. Lewis understood the practical importance of keeping Heaven in focus as he writes in his book Mere Christianity: “If you read history you will find that the Christians who did the most for the present world were just those who thought most of the next. It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the other world that they have become so ineffective in this.”
Meditating on Heaven will not cause us to try to escape this earth but will motivate us to lift up Jesus in it. We will work for Him to receive the glory due His name now and forever, so I encourage you to continue to think deeply and often about Heaven. It is one of the very best disciplines for the Christian soul. We will enjoy God more if we do! So let us think about Heaven again together as we study Revelation 22:1-11. God elaborates more for us on the description of the New Jerusalem, our eternal dwelling place. We have taken a couple of previous studies to talk about this place. In this study He takes us on a tour of the interior of the city.

There are four marvelous features in this Heavenly city. First is the river of the water of life. Second is the tree of life. Third is the throne of God. And, fourth is the face of God.
First, we will consider the river of the water of life in Verses 1 and 2, NIV.

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city…  

Up to this point, the Heavenly city has been described like a huge jewelry store from the dazzling diamond walls to the gem encrusted foundations, to the twelve gates each made of a single pearl, to the streets of transparent gold. These are all awesome, but so far no descriptions of gardens, trees, rivers, fields, or nature as we know it. The city so far seems to be hard, and it is without softness, but now Verse 1 gives us a different idea and a new feature about this place. Here is this river, and this river contains the water of life.  It is cascading down somewhat like a waterfall from the Throne of God and of the Lamb. God the Father and God the Son are pictured to be the source of this river and of the water of life. God the Father is the source of this water in that He gave to us His One and Only Son. God the Son is the source of this water in that He died on the cross to provide us life. This water is available to us because the Lamb placed Himself on the altar and gave Himself as a sacrifice for our sin. So, this water of life, this river, is flowing from God the Father and also from the Lamb. 

This river flows from the Throne without interruption and without limitation. Everyone in Heaven will be able to drink as long and as often as they desire from this river. Notice that this river is as clear as crystal indicating its absolute purity. There is no pollution, no murkiness, no stagnation, and no scum floating on the top. This is not like the Illinois River or the Mississippi River or any river that you or I have ever seen. 
The most pure river that I have canoed is the Gulkana River in Alaska. It is a beautiful river, and I will always remember looking down from my canoe and seeing a 4-5 foot King Salmon swimming past us. The water was clear enough to see the image of that fish. It was beautiful, but even there the river I could not describe as “clear as crystal”. We might be closer to the sparkling beauty of this river as we think of clear blue bays in Maui or some other vacation beach, but even there this world pales in comparison to the beauty of that world. All of these natural wonders are but shadows in light of the reality of Heaven.
But, it is not the physical beauty of the river that is most delightful aspect of it. The most delightful quality of this river is its life-giving ability. This river supplies the water of life. It supplies everything that life entails. Everyone in this city will receive refreshment, strength, satisfaction, peace, pleasure, rest, vigor, and joy from this water. What is life but these things? There is no quality connected to a full life that this water doesn’t provide. This water contains everything that we can possibly think of when we think of a full and abundant life. When one drinks of this water, that person knows that they lack nothing.
What is missing from your life today that you would like supplied? More joy? Drink. More wisdom? Drink. More peace or more calm? Drink. More spiritual or physical or emotional strength? Drink. More fellowship and sense of community? Drink. More happiness? More righteousness? More fruitfulness? More of God?  Drink. This river supplies them all!
You might think, “This sounds awesome! Do I have to wait until I get to Heaven to drink this water?”  The answer is, “No! Jesus offers this water to you and me today.” There, in Heaven, we will drink in a new and more complete way, so there is a sense that we cannot, not yet, drink from this river, but there also is a sense which, right now, we can drink. Are you thirsty? 

David writes in Psalm 63:1-3, NIV, and he was in the desert of Judah as he writes this Psalm,
1O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my body longs for you, in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 2 I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your glory. 3 Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify you.
David understands that the source of life is God Himself and that is what this river supplies us; it supplies us God and everything else comes with Him
If you are thirsty for life, then Jesus invites you to come to Him and drink In John 7:37-38, NIV,
37 …"If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him."

If you are thirsty for life, then the Holy Spirit and the church of Jesus also invite you to come and drink. If we turn to Revelation 22:17, NIV, we read,
17 The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life. 

It is available today! Everyone is invited. Someone may protest, “Pastor, you do not know what I have done in my life. If you knew what I have done in my life you would know that I am not invited to drink of this water. If you knew how much I have failed God. If you knew how I have turned away from Him you would know that I am not invited.” Friend, will you believe Satan’s denial of God’s grace or will you believe God’s promises? That is the question, because on the basis of God’s Word, His testimony, you can know that you are personally invited. If you are thirsty, come and drink that you might know God and receive life from Him.

I know that yielding your life over to Jesus can be frightening. It is hard to give up control of our lives, and that is what we must do when we come to someone else to receive sustenance  or someone else to provide for us what we need, but Jesus invites you to come. 
I love the conversation that C.S. Lewis creates in one of his Narnia series books, The Silver Chair.  Jill finds herself lost and very thirsty and looking for a stream. She finds a brook, but she also finds the lion, Aslan, lying beside it. Aslan assures her she may come and drink from the river.

Jill says, “‘May I—could I—would you mind going away while I [drink]’l.
“The Lion answered this only by a look and a very low growl. And as Jill gazed at its motionless bulk, she realized that she might as well have asked the whole mountain to move aside for her convenience.
“The delicious rippling noise of the stream was driving her nearly frantic.   
“‘Will you promise not to—do anything to me, if I do come?’ said Jill.

“‘I make no promise,’ said the Lion.
“Jill was so thirsty now that, without noticing it, she had come a step nearer.

“‘Do you eat girls?’ she said.

“‘I have swallowed up girls and boys, women and men, kings and emperors, cities and realms,’ said the Lion. It didn’t say this as if it were boasting, nor as if it were sorry, nor as if it were angry. It just said it.
“‘I daren’t come and drink,’ said Jill.

‘Then you will die of thirst,’ said the Lion.

“‘Oh, dear!’ said Jill, coming another step nearer. ‘I suppose I must go and look for another stream then.’
“‘There is no other stream,’ said the Lion.”

We can relate to Jill can’t we? It is right to fear God as we approach Him, and when we approach Him He doesn’t promise us that He won’t swallow us up whole and that we won’t loose our lives, but there is no other stream, there is no other water of life, there is no other place that we will find satisfaction and joy, no other place where we will find meaning, and no other place where we will find life. That is God’s free offer.

The second idea we want to consider is the tree of life found in Verse 2, NIV,
2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.
The first question you might be asking as you are reading this and you are trying to picture this scene in your mind is: how does one tree stand on both sides of the river? I believe that the tree of life is not one tree, but a kind of tree, a species and a classification of tree and this species of tree lines both sides of the river.

In the Garden of Eden, God introduces us to two trees in particular: the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil and the Tree of Life. When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, they sinned by eating of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, and God drove them out of the Garden when they did so. God did not drive Adam and Eve out the Garden so that they would never eat of the Tree of Life. We know that because of Revelation 22. He drove them out of the Garden, I believe, so that they would not immediately eat of the Tree of Life. I believe that if Adam and Eve had eaten of the Tree of Life at that moment, then they would have been consigned to existing in a state of sinful corruption forever and ever, separated from God with no hope of salvation. God’s act of casting them out of the Garden was gracious and merciful. God had placed a plan that He had designed before the foundation of the world was put into motion to provide a solution to their sin so that He would eventually have them to eat of the Tree of Life and live forever and ever in joy with Him and not existing forever and ever apart from Him.

Here is this tree that appears in Genesis, in the very beginning, in Chapters 1 and 2, and here it appears at the very end of the book as well. The whole book is tied together by this theme of life in the glory of God.

The Tree of Life, much like the Water of Life, symbolizes God’s full blessing; a rich, complete, satisfying life. Jesus said (John 10:10), “I have come that they might have life and that they might have it more abundantly.” The full life that Jesus provides will be in full bloom in Heaven, never hindered by corrupt desires, never impeded by our resentful grudges toward one another or even toward God, and never restricted by selfish exaltation. This life that God offers us will be ours to enjoy every day, forever and ever, without any obstacle standing in our way of our joy.  

Revelation 22:2 tells us that on each side of the river stood the tree of life and that this tree of life was bearing twelve crops of fruit. That is an interesting tree, yielding its fruit every month and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.
My wife is a big fan of fruit, and I am glad she is because she buys fruit and keeps it in a big bowl on the kitchen table. I have fruit accessible to me almost every day. The great thing about fruit is, I eat an orange or some blueberries or a honey crisp apple and I think, “Are you sure that this is good for you, because they taste too good to be good for you?” Something that tastes that good should be something that you have to avoid! But, no, here is fruit full of antioxidants, fiber, and vitamins.

This tree of life is a fruit tree, and it is a unique fruit tree because it bears twelve different kinds of fruit every month. Some believe that this means that this tree bears a different kind of fruit every month, so for instance in January you might have apples, in February you might have oranges, et cetera. I think that what this is describing is a fruit tree that has twelve different kinds of fruit hanging off of the same branch and that every month is a month of harvest so that the time of harvest never, ever ceases. Can you imagine coming up to a fruit tree like that and every month you see every time you approach it full of fruit and a variety of fruit? Such that yesterday you came up and plucked a couple of red apples and the next day you plucked some grapefruit. We only have fruit in this life to compare because we are not told what kind of fruit it is, but there are twelve different kinds, every month, all of the time. There is never a dormant season for this tree. This fruit not only tastes delicious, but it fills one with life when they eat it. It gives strength and joy when you eat it and it is like having this infusion of vitality, of well-being, of happiness, of peace, and of fellowship with God Himself. Even the leaves of the tree bring healing to the nations; that is to say that they bring a therapeutic affect upon everyone and upon the society in Heaven, and an enrichment to the inhabitants of the city.

There are a couple of questions that people ask when they think about Heaven. Will we eat in heaven? Will we be bored in Heaven? The answers to those two questions are: “Yes!” and “No!”  The general principle to answer these questions and every other question like them is: nothing about Heaven will be less than what we experience here on earth. Everything about Heaven will be infinitely greater so that we never have to fear, “Oh, boy, are we going to give up something by leaving this present plane?” 

Yes, we will eat in Heaven. I do not think we will need to, and I don’t think that our bodies will be dependant upon food for strength. Food is a gift from God that we as Christians eat not only to nourish bodies, but to bring Him glory and praise. Heaven is not a place of extreme self-denial. It is a place of great joy and pleasure in God. The pursuit of pleasure is a good thing when it is directed toward the worship and enjoyment of God’s person. Our problem, here, is not that we pursue pleasure too much, but that we pursue rebellious pleasures that defy God’s authority which causes a blindness, an obstacle, and a separation from us and Him who is the source of life.

Adam was given the freedom to pursue pleasures from every tree in the Garden that God created. God wanted Adam to be well-pleased in the Garden. He was told, though (Genesis 2:17), “the day you eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, you will surely die.” Adam craved the forbidden pleasure, and he destroyed himself and his children by pursuing that pleasure that defies God. He brought misery upon himself. Eating the fruit from the Tree of Life in Heaven, however, will be an act of worship in which we glorify God through it.
We will never be bored in Heaven. Heaven is a place of infinite variety. If the tree has twelve different kinds of fruit on it and we ask, “Is God a god of black and white and shades of grey?” No, He is the God infinite creativity. There will be constant exhilaration of newness and discovery. We are not going to be sitting around trying to figure out something interesting to do with our time. 
Think for a moment your most treasured memories and the snapshots of your life when you felt fully alive; experiences that made you so glad you were alive to enjoy them. Every moment in Heaven will be like the experiences of our most treasured memories. 
I think back to the day my parents taught me to ride a bike. It was hard but the exhilaration of getting those wheels going and now I could ride with the “big boys.” The older brothers could not flee from my presence on their bikes anymore. I could chase after them. That was a great memory and a cherished time. I think back to the births of my three sons. What miracles! I think back to our family adventure along the Oregon coast and so many sweet memories in this life that God permitted me to enjoy, but, again, nothing about Heaven will be inferior to our experiences here in this life.
Let’s look at the throne of God in Verse 3, NIV:

3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him.
In Heaven, there won’t be any more curse, no more sin, no more guilt, not more temptations, no more suffering, no more injustice, no more crying, no more grief, no more sadness, no more pain, no more broken relationships, no more physical deformities, and no more death. 

Remember in Revelation 21:4, NIV,

4 “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”
Chapter 21 and Verse 4 is all summed up in the little line at the beginning of Chapter 22:3, NIV,

No longer will there be any curse.

All of those things transpire in this world because Adam and Eve chose to rebel against God and death feel upon them, and death fell upon all of the earth and upon all of the descendents of Adam and Eve. All of those things happened, not because God created a world that was not good, but because man decided that he could find life and he could find goodness outside of God. 

Take note of the last little phrase in Verse 3, NIV: “and His servants will serve Him.” Who are His servants? They are His people. They are us. A similar statement is made in Verse 5, NIV:

5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. 
His glory emanates throughout all of Heaven, shining brightly and brilliantly, and then it says,

And they will reign for ever and ever. 

Here we think of some of the activity of Heaven: we serve God and we reign forever and ever with Christ. These descriptions indicate that we will be given some very significant responsibilities and activities to enjoy throughout our Heavenly life.

Someone may protest: “Wait a minute! I thought Heaven was going to be a place of eternal rest.”  Yes, Heaven will be a place of eternal rest, but let us consider what “rest” means. We will forever have rest from striving in frustration, rest from weariness in our labors, and rest from tedious, meaningless tasks, but this does not mean that Heaven will be a place of idleness and a place where we can sit on the couch and take a very long, afternoon nap. No, Heaven will be full of meaningful action and service to God.  
Jonathan Edwards writes, “The happiness of the saints in Heaven consists partly in that there they serve God.”  Now, listen to how he defines “happiness,” because someone may say, “I think happiness is where you are not really serving and not really working. You are lying on a beach somewhere or you are riding in a golf cart.” Listen to how Jonathan Edwards defines happiness:  “When the creature is in that state that is most agreeable to the proper perfection of his nature, then it is in its most happy state.” That is good. We are not created by God for idleness, but we are created by God for action. We will be active in Heaven, and our activity in Heaven will forever correspond to the “proper perfection of our nature,” that is to say our activity will be right in line with our design.  

Let us consider a human analogy: when is a woodworker most happy? When is a violinist most happy? When is a gardener most happy? When is a gymnast most happy? When is an explorer most happy? When is an astronaut most happy?  The answer is: when they are busy doing what they are designed, trained, and skilled to do. Now this illustration breaks down because in this fallen world, our work has thorns. Some are stuck in careers that they do not enjoy at all, but that will never be true in Heaven. In Heaven we will be in the service of God that we enjoy the most and we will never have to pull thorns out of our work. We will never become frustrated in our service to God. We were created to enjoy God, and we will enjoy Him forever by serving Him.  We will find great happiness in the activities in which we are participating in Heaven. We would not be happy in Heaven if we were idle.

Jonathon Edwards drives home an application for us today. Consider this: “The Heavenly state is that which God’s infinite wisdom has contrived for happiness.” Whatever happens there is what God has designed for the complete happiness of man. He goes on to say: “And doubtless, that which a part of the happiness of Heaven is pleasant and delightful here in this world. A life of fervent serving of God is a pleasant life.” 
Friends, we do not have to wait until we are in Heaven to enjoy the kind of happiness that God has designed for us to enjoy there. If God has designed us so that forever and ever we will be happy serving God, what is true of our happiness in Heaven is also true of our happiness on earth. That is how we were created, particularly as we are made new in Jesus Christ. Edwards concludes: “We will not let the temptations toward laziness or toward worldly distractions rob of the happiness of serving God right now.” 
Friends, when the church calls you to service, and we do that often, the church doesn’t call its members to service out of mere obligation: “This is what you ought to do so dig in and do the things you really hate to do.” The church calls members to service because God has called us to service, and God has called us to service because He knows that our design is most satisfied, and is most happy and joyful, when we serve. We miss out on the joy of God in this life when we hang back, and we allow ourselves to be deceived by thoughts that move us away from our service to Him, and when our thoughts move us away from the design, the destiny, that God has created for us. How about it? Consider what God would have you to apply through that principle today.

Now let us consider the face of God in Verse 4, NI:
4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.
We become His precious possession. His name is on our foreheads. When I was in Little League as a boy, I made sure I wrote my name on my baseball glove. It is my glove! The fact that I am left-handed also helped. It kept people from being tempted to steal it. We write our names on things that are our possessions. His name is on your forehead: “That is mine precious possession and my treasure.” The face of God will be Heaven’s most thrilling joy. 
In Exodus 33, NIV, Moses cries out to God, 

18 …"Now show me your glory."

19 And the LORD said, "I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence…20 But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live."

21 Then the LORD said, "There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. 22 When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen."
We cannot see His face because we are not holy. When a person comes to faith in Jesus Christ, there is a new work that begins: we are justified. That is to say, we are legally declared righteous so that the guilt of our sin is removed and there is also another work in which this new life, this regenerate spirit that God gives us, that begins to awaken and begins to move and grow. As our new life grows, which is called being “sanctified,” toward Christ-likeness, and all through this life we are moving upward and upward, closer and closer to the image of Jesus, that is the healthy and normal Christian life. Still in this world we are tainted by a lack of holiness, but when we get to Heaven that work God has begun in us the moment we trust in Jesus Christ reaches its completion, and we are holy.  That is why we are able to see the face of God. 

There is an old hymn titled The Sands of Time Are Sinking. Let me read a couple of stanzas:
3. O Christ, He is the fountain, the deep, sweet well of love!
The streams on earth I’ve tasted More deep I’ll drink above:
There to an ocean fullness His mercy doth expand,
And glory, glory dwelleth in Emmanuel’s land.

4. The bride eyes not her garment, but her dear Bridegroom’s face;
I will not gaze at glory but on my King of grace.
Not at the crown He giveth but on His pierced hand;
The Lamb is all the glory of Emmanuel’s land.

We love Heaven because of its beauty, because of its freedom, because of its comfort, because of its rest, and because of its perfection. But we love Heaven most of all because our Lord Jesus is there. We will see God, face-to-face, and stand in His glory and enjoy Him.  

Do you love the Lord Jesus? Only those who love the Lord will enter Heaven and enjoy it. From our previous study, in Revelation 21:27, NIV, we read:
Nothing impure will ever enter (Heaven), nor will anyone who does what is shameful…but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

It is a prerequisite in order to be written in the Lamb’s book of life that you love the Lamb and that you believe in the Lamb and trust in the Lamb and you yield your life to the Lamb and that you love Jesus.

Listen to what Jesus said in John 14: 21-23, NIV,

21 “Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.”
22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?”
23 Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.”
I ask you, do you love the Lord Jesus? You are invited to come and drink of this water so that you might have life, so that you love God, so that you might know Him, and so that you might have fellowship with Him forever, but you must come and you must believe.

Erwin Lutzer tells the story of a wealthy couple had a son that they dearly loved. Unfortunately, the mother died, leaving the care of the boy with the father. He knew that he needed help to raise the boy so he enlisted the aid of a housekeeper, who came to take care of the boy. She came to love him as if he were her own son.

The boy was stricken with a disease and died at a young age. Soon after, perhaps because of a broken heart, the father also died. There was a great fortune in this household but no will was found. Because no will was found, the decision was made to auction his personal belongings to the highest bidder.

The housekeeper attended the auction, not because she could afford the expensive furniture or the pricey antiques. She came because she wanted a picture of the boy that hung in the living room. When the auctioneer got to it, the woman bought it for a few cents. 

When the woman took the picture home, she noticed a piece of paper attached to the back. It was the father’s last will and testament, written in his own handwriting, which read simply; “I will all of my inheritance to the person who loved my son enough to buy this picture.”

God the Father loves His Son, and He wills His entire inheritance to everyone who loves His Son with Him. That is the promise of Heaven. 
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