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The River of Life 

6The angel said to me, "These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place."

Jesus Is Coming

 7"Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book." 
8I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 9But he said to me, "Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers the prophets and of all who keep the words of this book. Worship God!" 

10Then he told me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near. 11Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy." 

 

12"Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 

14"Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. 15Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 

16"I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star." 

17The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life. 

18I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. 19And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. 

20He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming soon."  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God's people. Amen.

In early September of 2008, we began our study of the Book of Revelation with a story. In this message we conclude our study of Revelation, and I thought it fitting to begin this last message from Revelation with that same story.

A group of seminary students got together on weekends to play basketball. Since the seminary had no gymnasium, these friends played basketball in a nearby public school. The elderly janitor of the school waited patiently each week until the seminarians finished playing in order to lock up the building. Invariably as he waited, he sat reading his Bible. One day one of the seminarians asked him what he was reading. The man answered, “The Book of Revelation.” 

This surprised the seminarian because he understood the Book of Revelation is deep and somewhat filled with mystery. “Really,” they replied. They were rather surprised by that because this man appeared to be a very simple man, “And this is such a hard book,” they thought.  They asked him, “Do you understand what it means?” 

“Oh, yes,” the man assured him. “I understand it.”

“Tell me, what does the Book of Revelation mean?  Tell me, what does it say?”

Very quietly the janitor answered, “It means that Jesus is gonna win.”

That story is the best commentary I have ever heard on the Book of Revelation – “Jesus is going to win.” This is our blessed hope, and it is our confident and eager expectation. Evil and sin and rebellion and corruption will not prevail, but Jesus is going to return to this earth.  When He does, He will triumph! Because we know that Jesus is gonna win, we Christians hold a hopeful outlook concerning our future. It is on the basis of God’s faithfulness to His promises that we believe that something good is going to happen, and we believe that something supremely good is on its way. Our hope is not rooted in fluffy clouds or optimistic dreams.  No, we have a firm foundation for our hope, and that firm foundation is the victory of Jesus. 
How sad that many in this world have no foundation for hope in life. For instance, a little over a month before he died, the famous atheist, Jean-Paul Sartre, declared that he so strongly resisted feelings of despair that he would say to himself, “I know I shall die in hope.” Then in profound sadness, he would add, “But hope needs a foundation.” Jean-Paul Sartre realized he had no foundation for hope. When you abandon Jesus, you abandon the ground of hope.  

God gave us the Book of Revelation so that we would place our hope, our longings, our yearnings, our desires, our confidence, and our trust in God’s victory at the return of Jesus to the earth. 
These last verses of Revelation 22 are all about life application. They answer the question: “So what?” So what of all that we have studied for the past year and several months? So what if all of this is true? So what if God is going to judge the earth with seven years of tribulation? So what if Jesus is going to return to this world to defeat all who oppose Him? So what if Jesus will judge the redeemed and reward them? So what if there is an eternal Hell that awaits those who refuse to bow their knee to God’s sovereignty? So what if Heaven is the eternal home of all who trust in Jesus? So what? 
This book is not written to satisfy our curiosity regarding future events and dates. This book is written as a motivation for real Christian living in this world. The truth of Jesus’ second coming does not lull us into complacency, but spurs us into action. I want to consider five key applications to the truths presented in Revelation in our study. These applications are all drawn from these last verses of Revelation 22, Verses 6-21, and we pray that God will speak to us.  

The five applications to the hope of Jesus’ Second Coming are: first, obey God. Second, worship God. Third, proclaim the Gospel. Fourth, serve God. And, fifth, long for Jesus to return.
The first application is obey God and we begin in Verses 6 and 7, NIV.
6 The angel said to me, "These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place." 7 "Behold, I am coming soon! . . .

Everything that we have learned so far from this book about God’s future plan is absolutely true.  These last verses particularly focus in on the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus. This prophecy regarding Jesus’ Second Coming is faithful and true because God is the one who gave it. This promise was not manufactured by an exiled prophet named John. It did not come from his imagination. This is no fictional tale woven by some morality preacher. No, God, Himself, is the one making this promise, and God tells no lies. This promise is divine, certain, trustworthy, and true.  Everything God says happens without exception and without qualification. We have seen that in the many prophecies that were fulfilled at Jesus’ First Advent, and we will see that to be absolutely true with all of the prophecies regarding Jesus’ Second Advent, His Second Coming. What is true of God’s promises is not true of your promises or of mine. Our promises are not always absolutely true. We cannot control certain circumstances to always make them true, but it is always true of God’s promises. That is why he said these words: “These words, these prophecies, are faithful, and they are true.
Jesus now speaks in the first person, and he says (Verse 7a, NIV), “Behold, I am coming soon.” Actually, this translation is a bit misleading. If you have a New King James Version or a New American Standard Bible, I believe that they are more accurate in my opinion. Those versions read: “And behold, I am coming quickly.”
The word Jesus uses to describe His coming is “tachu” (Greek), and it means “quickly.” We get our English words “tachometer,” which is a device which measures the speed of the revolutions of an engine, and “tachycardia,” which describes a rapid heart rate. The idea behind “tachu” is that of speed and suddenness. Jesus says, I am coming speedily, quickly, suddenly. He is not promising that He will come soon, although I believe that His coming will be soon, but that when He comes it will be in a flash and in the twinkling of an eye.
Jesus makes this declaration three times in these last verses of Revelation. We see it in Verse 7, but if we move ahead to Verse 12, NIV,

 12 “Behold, I am coming soon!” 
And, finally, in Verse 20, NIV, He says,

“Yes, I am coming soon.”
Jesus immediately makes an application to real life for us in Verse 7, NKJV:

7 "Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book."
You might underline the word “keeps” in that verse. There is a special blessing, not to those who merely read it or listen to it, to those who “keep” the words of this prophecy. We joyfully keep the words of this prophecy because we are certain that our blessing is attached to them. The word “keep” means to do more than simply buy a Bible and keep it on our night stand and occasionally read it. It means more than to take your Bible to church with you. No, it means that  we study this book and we meditate upon its Truth and we keep it in our conscious thoughts.  Then we give heed to these words, we submit our lives to them, we follow them, and we live in light of them. 
As believers, we know that our blessing is dependent upon obedience. We do not obey God grudgingly or unwillingly. We don’t obey God as a slave obeys a master for fear of the whipping lash. We obey God joyfully knowing that God gives abundantly to His people, that His commandments flow out of His goodness, and that His commandments are true and they are good so that they don’t become burdensome to us. We know that blessings and His commandments come through His words. We obey gladly, willingly, and joyfully. These are not words with which we merely mentally agree in principle that God’s commandments bring blessing, but they are words that we build our lives upon. 
Jesus uses this same term “keep” in John 14, ESV, as He talks with His disciples and He is going to make this statement three times, in that chapter, in Verses 15, 21, and 23-24.
 15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” 
 21 “Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me.” 

23 “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, 24 whoever does not love me does not keep my words.”
In other words, the kind of obedience, the kind of keeping, of God’s Word that produces a blessing is that of a loving obedience; one that is attached to a relationship. We do not obey simply because we fear God’s judgment. That would be a kind of slavery. We obey because we love our Lord Jesus and because we know that in Him is life and by following Him we will possess life.
Here is the practical point: since we believe that Jesus’ return is imminent, any moment, and sudden, and when He returns He gains victory and He proclaims Himself as Victor and He exalts Himself and all those who are with Him, we joyfully obey God’s commandments because it affects our life. We want to be ready when the Lord Jesus comes. He is coming quickly so we make ourselves ready at any moment because we recognize that once this coming begins we will not have time to straighten up our lives in between His beginning on His trip to come and the ending of His trip. It is going to happen so fast that we have to be ready because by the time that it begins, it will end, and it will be too late to ready ourselves.  

The church, since the days of the apostles, has expected Jesus to return at any moment and has expected His return to be imminent.  That truth has enabled them to live godly lives! Consider Titus' words. It is very interesting that all throughout the Scripture we can see scripture after scripture where this application of an obedient, or godly life, is tied to the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus. Paul writes to this young pastor, Titus (Titus 2:11-13, ESV):

11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 
One can imagine, being a reader for the first time, listening to this message, and you have a question, “How are we going to live godly lives in this present age? This is tough, and it is difficult. What enables us?” Paul then answers that question in Verse 13,

13 (We are) waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ…

What enables us? How does the grace of God work in us? It works in us as we set before us this vision that John has outlined for us and has detailed for us of the coming of Jesus in great glory.  We recognize that we will find victory with Him, and we will reign with Him. We will set out minds on that and that enables us.

Let me ask you a personal question: Do you keep the words of this prophecy? Are you living in obedience to the King who is coming and to the Lordship of Jesus, or are you struggling with enslaving sin? I ask you those questions not to make you feel guilty but to offer to you the remedy. I know of no better prescription for the ailment of besetting sin than a focused concentration of the Second Coming of Jesus. Every day we can anticipate His coming, and we can ask, “Are you coming today, Lord?”  We can envision what God is going to do when He comes. We can envision it because God has told us about it.  

The second application is: worship God! In Verse 8, NIV, we read,
8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me.

John is so awestruck by the vision that he has been given; a vision of the tribulation, of the coming of Jesus, of the Millennium, of the judgment of the unrighteous, of the Lake of Fire, and of Heaven itself. He is overwhelmed! 

One would think that this joy and wonder would take away any temptation from John to worship anyone or anything other than the one true God. Yet, we find John being tempted to worship this angel precisely at this point. How could that be? How could the one who had seen the risen Lord Jesus seated upon the throne in Heaven, surrounded by myriads and myriads of angels all singing in worship to Him, how could John, who had seen the glory of God shining in the New Jerusalem, be tempted to bow down and worship a creature? Before we become too hard on John, first, I believe that we need to acknowledge that we, ourselves, would have been tempted in the same way were we standing in the presence of this marvelous creature. I believe that it was John’s emotions which led him in his worship, and I believe that is instructive for us. 
Worship is a command, and it is a necessity for the Christian life, but we have to be careful of worship being led by emotion. John was responding to the thrill of the experience of the supernatural. I believe that the point John is making by recording this incident is that the focus of our worship is so easily diverted. 
John Calvin says that our fleshly hearts are idol factories; that is to say, our flesh manufactures one idol after another or one object of worship after another to set in the place of God. Here is this Apostle John who is a godly, aged servant of God, and yet he is still susceptible to idolatry and to worshipping something or someone other than the true God. Remember that this is not his first offense! In Revelation 19:10 (NIV), almost his exact same scenario was played out.
10 At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God!”
The angel is consistent with his rebuke of John and of his correction, because when we read Revelation 22:9, NIV, this angel says,  

9 "Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers the prophets and of all who keep the words of this book. Worship God!"
Only God Himself is worthy of our worship, our adoration, and our veneration. I do not think that John meant to be idolatrous, but he was. That ought to sober us as we think of our own lives.  This godly, old saint who loved the Lord needed a rebuke and needed correction regarding the focus of his worship. The closer he came to the supernatural he became even more tempted to have his worship diverted. The angel rearranged John’s focus as he gave the command: “John, it is simple, worship God!” The solution to false worship of idols is the true worship of God Himself. Set your eyes upon God. Exalt Him. Give Him the praise. Give Him the honor. Give Him the glory. Tell Him that He is worthy. Give that kind of veneration and that kind of love and that kind of acknowledgement to God. If we do not set God before the eyes of our soul, we will be tempted to worship that which is not God because God made us to be worshippers. His creation is wonderful, and if we do not set God consciously before the eyes of our soul, we will be tempted another.  

It is interesting to me that John included these two incidents in Chapter 19 and Chapter 22 in this record of Revelation. If I were writing Revelation, I would have been tempted to leave these two incidents out. These do not paint John in a very great light. It would have been easy to say to myself, “I am embarrassed by these things. I don’t want to record that I was tempted to commit idolatry,” but John, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, included them. It tells us of his humility. It tells us of his willingness to use himself, even as a negative example, if it will help others. This record written by John of John’s susceptibility to sin is given to us so that we might recognize how easily our worship can be distorted and that we are to take proactive steps to preserve the integrity of our worship. The worship of God is the most serious and significant action of our lives. I urge you, do not be led in worship by your emotions, but be led in your worship by God’s revelation.  

Worship is not simply about what we do on Sunday morning as we come to church. Worship is about what we value every day in our lives. If we do not heed the angel's command to exalt God every moment of every day, then idolatry will enter our hearts. 
After we finish this great study of Revelation, we have to ask the question: on what will we focus?  Will we become preoccupied with other gods? Will we set our careers or our families first above God? Will we allow the accumulation of wealth or power drive us? Will we become distracted by the many responsibilities we must fulfill each day? Will we give God our spare time or our best time? All of these questions relate to worship so we listen carefully to the angel’s cry: “Worship God!”
The third application is proclaim the Gospel as we read in Verse 10, NIV,
10 Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near.”
God is saying, “John, do not hide these truths from other people. Don’t seal them up! Don’t keep them just to yourself, but tell them and proclaim them. This is not a book with secret meanings meant only for a few, but it is a book God has given so that we might know the glory of His Son, Jesus, and we might submit our lives to Him. To seal this book up is to fail to communicate its message, and that is a sin.” The angel is saying, “Don’t do it, John! The message of this book is needed by all people everywhere.” 
I like what John MacArthur writes regarding this point: “Any Christian who fails to learn the truths of this book . . . is forfeiting blessing, and any preacher who fails to preach this book of the glorious realities to come in the return of Jesus Christ is sinfully unfaithful to his mandate. And yet it is common, I suppose, it is even normal in the church today to have this book completely ignored. . . A great church, a faithful church, a biblical church is always a Second Coming church.”
 Amen and amen.
Friends, I urge you, do not seal up this book to your friends or to your family. Don’t seal it up! Make it known. This book was given to you so that you could talk about these matters to the people whom you love. Eternity stands in the balance!

Imagine, for instance, an area that had been forcefully flooded. A bridge washes out on a curvy, country road. The authorities move into action to warn those who are traveling on this road because it is an isolated one. It is particularly dangerous at night, and they put up road barricades and huge orange signs that read, “Danger! Bridge out ahead!” But, at dusk some foolish teenagers decide that it would be fun to pull those barricades out of the road and take down those signs. What do you think of the young men who did this? Wouldn’t you say that that is shameful and beyond a youthful prank? It is something that is abhorrent and that is a violation of that which is most sacred: the care of the lives of other people.
“Don’t seal up this book,” the angel said to John. “Don’t take the warning signs out of the road. Don’t take those barricades which God has placed in this book and that stand in the road of the people who are on their way to destruction and to judgment. Don’t take those barricades off of the road! God has placed them there. We don’t have to place the barricades there. We don’t have to create the signs. We just have to proclaim those signs and tell others.”

Unfortunately, many are taking down the warning signs, and they say, “Let us communicate the positive messages.” I am all for positive messages, and there are many positive messages in this book, but friends, if we take the “danger signs” and the negative messages away from the words of this book then we are doing violence to God’s Gospel. The world needs to hear about Hell as well as about Heaven so let us talk to others about these things. 
Verse 11, NIV, is interesting:

11 “Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy.” 

These are strange words! What do they mean? By the end of Revelation, God has spoken everything that He has to say to man. If a person disregards His Word now, God has no other remedy to fit them for Heaven. Their destiny is forever fixed. If salvation in Jesus is set aside, then judgment is certain. If God’s Word of mercy and grace does not bring a person to repentance of sin and trust in Jesus, then there is no hope for change. The vile person will remain vile, and they will remain in their sins forever and ever. This verse is one of the clearest in the Bible that rejects the false notion of a purgatory where a soul is cleansed and made fit for heaven after they die. The Bible does not teach that. It teaches just the opposite: the one who is vile, who dies vile, will continue to grow in their vileness. That is the message.

Charles Spurgeon writes, “Where death leaves us, judgment finds us and eternity keeps us!” 

The fourth application is serve God! Let’s look at Verse 12, NIV,
12 “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done.”
Jesus reminds us here at the end that He will reward everyone who faithfully serves Him in this life. At the Judgment Seat of Christ believers will be judged on the basis of their works, and God is overwhelmingly generous! No servant of Jesus will ever feel used in eternity, but rather will be overwhelmed at the generosity of God in His reward. What John is saying is: remember, when you think of Jesus’ return, that He is going to reward us. The application is to be faithful.
Friends, in view of Jesus’ sudden return, we need to reorient our priorities so that our service will bring blessing in our lives and blessings to others. We often have what I call the “Some Day Syndrome”. “Some day” I am going to witness to my neighbors. “Some Day” I am going to teach Sunday school. “Some Day” I am going to go to the Peoria Rescue Mission and serve there. “Some Day” I am going to open my home as a place of hospitality to encourage many of God’s people. “Some Day” I am going to be trained to counsel others. “Some Day” I am going to write that letter to a missionary to encourage them. “Some Day” I am going to take that college student to lunch and pray with them for their lives. “Some day…” Time is running out! It is in view of the eminent, any-moment, sudden return of Christ. 
Five minutes after Jesus returns what will we wish that we had done with our life in serving God? Will we have any thing right now that we will say, “Boy, I missed it!”
The fifth application is to long for the return of Jesus! Let’s read a couple of the very last verses, Verses 21 and 21, N IV.
20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God's people. Amen.

Once again for the third time Jesus says, “Yes, I am coming quickly!” and the response of God’s people is, “Yes! Come, come quickly, Lord Jesus!”  

The Apostle Paul, as he was reflecting upon his life, as he was near the end of it, said, in 2 Titus 4:7-8, 

7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now (I know that) there is (laid up) for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day (the day of Christ’s return)--and not only to me, but also to (everyone) who (has loved) his appearing.

Do you love the appearing of the Lord Jesus? This is not an “ought to.” “Let me think about the Lord Jesus because I ‘ought to,’ because that is what a 'good Christian' does." This is a joy, and it is like an engaged couple thinking about their wedding day. They replay their lives as it approaches, and they think of the joy and the wonder of that day and what that means. It is not something that we say, “Well, I guess I should think about my wedding sometime.” No, it is that we say, “It is so awesome, and I am so eager and so anticipating this event.” 
Friend, let us long for His appearing. Even so, let us be able to say, “Come quickly! That is going to be awesome!”

The message of Revelation is the message that God wins! When we are on His team, we do not fear losing the battle. It seems that way sometimes, doesn’t it, that God is losing in this world and that evil seems to be advancing.
I love the story of a man who approached a little league baseball game one afternoon. He asked a boy in the dugout what the score was. The boy responded, “Eighteen to nothing,” with a big smile on his face. “Oh, you must be winning then,” the man replied. “No, we’re behind.” “Boy,” said the spectator, “I’ll bet you’re discouraged.” The little boy said, “Not at all. We haven’t gotten up to bat yet!”

Friends, we haven’t gotten up to bat yet. The Lord Jesus hasn’t returned yet. That is when He rights the wrongs. There is no need for us to be discouraged.

I want to close this study with an encouragement for those of you who are here who may not know the Lord Jesus. I read for you Verses 14 and 15, NIV,
14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. Outside of heaven are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.” 
The reference to “the city” is the New Jerusalem, and here two groups of people are described. Outside of Heaven are the people who are grimy, grubby, and smutty in their soul. 
It is interesting that natural man believes that inside of Heaven are the people who have been clean all of their life and who have never done wrong; who have never practiced the magic arts, who have never been a part of sexual immorality, and who have never been a part of a falsehood, but that is not what it says. Here is what it says, “Blessed are those who have washed their robes.” Friends, there is not a person in the world whose robe does not need washed; the garments of the soul, who aren’t totally defiled, who aren’t smelly, dirty, and contaminated. 
Who is in Heaven? They are those who have “washed their robes.” Heaven is not full of people who know nothing of that kind of sin and corruption. Heaven is full of people who know that kind of sin and corruption and have recognized that they need forgiveness and recognize that Jesus is the One who can forgive them and wash them.

I ask you, have you washed your robes and have you washed the soul of your life in the blood of Jesus? God invites you to come to Jesus and receive that kind of cleansing. That is the free offer of God to you.
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