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I ask that you keep your Bibles open to the Book of Revelation, your fingers nimble, your minds engaged, and your hearts eager as we zoom through the Book of Revelation together. This book has a very high view of itself. It commends itself to the reader with the blessing of God attached. In Revelation 1:3, we read,

3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near. 

The Book of Revelation promises a special, Divine blessing to everyone who reads it and to everyone who responds by obeying it. This book not only opens with this promise of blessing, but it closes with the same promise as well, in Revelation 22:7,  

7 "And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book."
What other book that you read could so boldly make such a claim; that your life will be blessed by God if you read it and respond to it? God generously blesses His people, but many of His blessings are conditional. 
When we pray, we rightly ask God to bless our lives, but we are not to be passive in the pursuit of God’s blessing. His blessing comes to us through the spiritual discipline of reading, listening to, and obeying God’s Word. Reading other books can be helpful, but only the Scriptures can truly promise, with absolute certainty, that you will be blessed by God in your life if you read them and heed them.

As we race through this book, there is an eight point outline that will help us keep pace.  

The Book of Revelation opens in Chapter 1 with a presentation of the Glory of Jesus:
1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John…
The Apostle John is the human author that God uses to write this Revelation and this Revelation present Jesus Christ to us; it is a revelation of Jesus to the church. The book is all about Him. Prior to the Book of Revelation, the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John had all been written. These, too, were revelations of Jesus to the church, but they revealed Jesus mostly in His humility and His leaving Heaven to take on human flesh; His temptation in the wilderness; His obedient service to the Father all through His thirty-three years; His rejection by His own people; His suffering at the hands of Herod and Pontius Pilate; and His crucifixion upon a Roman cross. 
But, now God gives another revelation of Jesus to His church. This time the emphasis is upon Jesus’ triumph and sovereign power. Jesus is described as having ascended into Heaven following His resurrection from the dead; He judges the nations in absolute authority and righteousness; He returns to the earth to take his rightful place as King of kings and Lord of lords; He defeats all those who resist His right to rule and He establishes an earthly kingdom; and He is the object of worship by every creature throughout all eternity in Heaven. This Book reveals Jesus in a manner that the Gospels do not. This is not to suggest that the Book of Revelation contradicts the Gospels. It does not, but it is to suggest that Revelation is needed if we are to possess a clear understanding of the person of Jesus. This message is not only about Jesus; it is also from Him and it is to Him.

We read this in Verse 4 and 5:

4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead…
This Book’s source is Trinitarian in nature: from the Father, from the Spirit, but also from the Son Jesus Christ.

We continue in Verse 5 and 6:

5 …To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

This is the theme of the Book: it is the glory of Jesus. Notice that the Book is written to the church to strengthen them in God’s grace and to move them to worship. The book is written so that the church would persevere under persecution as they would experience it in this dark world and that they would worship God rightly. John urges his readers to worship Jesus as they read His Book, so he declares, “to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever, Amen.” The entire Book is a call to worship.

Look at Revelation 1:17-19,

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 19 Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to take place after this.”
Jesus is declaring Himself God. Jesus is God of very God! 

In Verse 19 we find the key that divides the Book of Revelation into three sections and helps us to understand its outline. First, He says, “I want you to write the things you have seen.” This is Chapter 1. Secondly, He says, “I want you to write about the things that are.” This is Chapters 2 and 3. Third, He says, in Verse 19, “I want you to write about the things that are to take place.” The record of these things is found in Chapters 4 through 22. So, this Book is primarily a book that reveals Jesus as He works through future events. Most of the Book looks toward the future.
Secondly, we want to consider the message to the Churches in Chapters 2 and 3. Chapters 2 and 3 are a record of seven messages given to seven, very real, local, historical churches located in Asia Minor in the 1st Century. These churches are representative of different kinds of churches that exist at any time, and at every time, in church history. If you read the seven descriptions that God presents carefully in Chapters 2 and 3, you will recognize that all seven of these kinds of churches exist in our own community today.  God intends for these messages to be read by churches not only in the 1st Century, but in every century following. What Jesus has to say to these churches is very relevant to what He has to say to the church in the 21st century.
The messages to these churches are report cards. They evaluate those churches present health and their future usefulness as instruments of God in the world. God uses these report cards to encourage, to exhort, to rebuke, and to instruct the churches toward a future of blessing. These report cards all possess a similar pattern. They begin by addressing the church that is in a specific location. The message then typically commends the church for the things that they are doing well in the churches life. Then the message highlights some deficiencies in the church, when He says, “This I have against you…” This explanation of a deficiency is followed by a set of instructions as to how they can bring correction to those deficiencies and how they can be rescued from ruin that they are moving toward. Finally, a promise is given to those churches that listen to the message and obey it; a promise of eternal fruitfulness. Each of the messages concludes with words we find in Chapter 2, Verse 11, a little phrase,
11 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”
This is interesting because each of these messages is given to a church but the end says, “…let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches (plural).” 

There are a number of key principles we learn about the church from these seven messages. Let me highlight three of them for you. First, God cares deeply about His church. God loves the local church. The local church is not an afterthought. The local church is not a nice add-on to God’s Kingdom plan; the local church is central to it.  
In Revelation, God’s book about the future, the church is front and center in the first three chapters. The church sets the stage for the King’s return. Notice Chapter 2:1-2a,
1 "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands. 2 I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance.”
The seven lampstands represent the churches. Jesus is pictured as caring so much for the church that He walks in her midst; He is walking in the midst of these seven golden lampstands – in the midst of these seven churches, and He notices everything that happens in those churches; internally in the hearts and lives of the members and externally as to what that church is doing in the world as instruments in God’s hands. 
To each of the seven churches Jesus is going to make a similar statement. He is going to say, “I know…” and He is going to describe what He knows about those churches. So, if you read Chapter 2:2, “I know…”; 2:9, “I know…”; 2:13, “I know…”; 2:19; “I know…”; 3:1, “I know…”; 3:8, “I know…”; 3:15, “I know…”. To every one of the seven churches He begins His message by saying, “I know…”. How does He know? He knows because Jesus is personally involved in the life of His church. He personally moves and walks in the midst of His people.

These churches did not own buildings, so Jesus is not walking through a building. He is walking through a people who have been set apart by God for the worship of God and for the glory of God and Jesus cares deeply about that people. 

Do you realize that Jesus walks through Bethany Baptist Church on Sunday morning? He also walks through the people of God at Bethany Baptist Church on Monday and on Tuesday and on Wednesday and on every day of the week, and He observes everything about us, His people; every conversation in the hallway, every floor that is mopped, every Sunday school lesson that is taught, every gossipy phone call, every bitter attitude, every act of mercy, every prayer prayed, every service given, every Gospel witness, everything, everything. Jesus cares about us, His people.
Secondly, we learn from these messages that Jesus defines spiritual health by persevering love for Him, by practical holiness, and by doctrinal soundness. All three of these characteristics in a church are essential. If you have two, but not the third, then that is a very unhealthy church. For instance the church at Ephesus held a sound doctrine and they remained pure in their lives, but they had lost their vibrant love for Jesus. In Chapter 2, Verses 4 and 5 we read what Jesus says to the church at Ephesus:
4 “But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first.5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first.”
The church is not merely a factory producing a product. It is not enough for the church of Jesus to lead people to Christ, to teach the Bible, to perform acts of mercy in the community, and to grow in numbers. God desires a people who love Him and who worship Him. This is the reason why, in Revelation 3:15-16, God says to the church at Laodicea,

15 “'I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! 16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth.”
The church must possess a commitment to the Truth of God, a commitment to personal obedience to the Law of God, and a zealous love for God in order to be a church that God approves and in order to be a church that represents the glory of God in this world. 
The third lesson that we want to draw from this message to the churches is this: churches that compromise in doctrine or in practical holiness are churches that God will oppose and will close. To the church at Pergamum, in Chapter 2, Verses 15 and 16, notice what Jesus says to that church:
15 “So also you have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 Therefore repent. If not, I will come to you soon and war against them with the sword of my mouth.”
“Doctrine matters,” Jesus says.
Again, to the church at Sardis, Chapter 3, Verse 1-3, we read,
1 “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write…I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of my God. 3Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come against you.” 
Jesus is saying, “Other people look at you and say, ‘Hey, this is a lively church. Things are happening there. The pews are full and there is a lot of activity going on from that church’”, but God, Jesus says, walks in the midst of that church in Sardis and says, “I don’t see spiritual life.” Churches that compromise in doctrine or in practical holiness are churches that God Himself will oppose and close. These are not angry threats, but they are loving warnings to a local church whom Jesus loves dearly; a local church that has veered off course in one direction or another. Listen to the way Jesus gentle entreats the people of Laodicea, in Chapter 3, Verses 19 and 20,
19 “Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent.  20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.”

Jesus is not saying these words because He hates them, but because He loves them and those whom He loves He reproves and disciplines. He is also telling them that He is not abandoning them.

The worship in Heaven is portrayed in Chapters 4 and 5. John, after delivering these messages to the seven churches, messages that Jesus Himself was giving to them, sees Heaven open up and he views a worship service that is taking place in Heaven. In Chapter 4, God the Creator is seated upon the throne and He is the object of worship. The angels and the saints have gathered around Him. Notice what Chapter 4, Verse 1 says,
1 After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this."
John is about to be given a message regarding the future. Chapters 2 and 3 had to do with the present age and now the future age is going to be delivered to John by way of vision. The rest of the book is going to tell about God’s future plan. The future is pictured as a storm that is gathering, but before the details of this plan are unveiled, God sets the reader’s eyes upon His glory in Verses 8 and following,
8 And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and night they never cease to say, "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!"

9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 11 "Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created." 

Chapter 5 continues the vision of the worship of God, but now the Lamb takes the center stage of honor. John sees a book in God’s hand that is sealed with seven seals. He is distraught that no one is worthy to open the seals. He recognizes this to be a book that unfolds the plan of God, but no one is worthy to break open these seals and he begins to weep. In Chapter 5, Verses 5 and 6, we read,  

5 And one of the elders said to me, "Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals." 6 And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain…7And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. 8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb . . . 9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth." 11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!"

For all of eternity it is the act of redemption that Jesus accomplished upon the cross that is celebrated. The cross will forever be central to the worship of God. Then we read in Verse 13 and following,

13And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!" 14And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" and the elders fell down and worshiped.

After Chapter 3, the church disappears from the pages of the Book of Revelation. The Great Tribulation is described in Chapters 6 through 18. The church has been referred to by name eighteen times in Chapters 1 through 3 and that is significant. Now the church will not be referenced again in the entire Book until Revelation 22 by way of some concluding remarks. I believe that there is a specific reason for this. I believe that the church is raptured at this point in God’s Kingdom plan and that is why it is not mentioned at all by name throughout the entire, very accurate, and detailed description of The Tribulation. I believe the church is spared from this time of the Wrath of God. The church is not spared from the persecution that comes to a world darkened by sin, but the church is spared from this time known as “The Wrath of God,” also described as “The Great Tribulation.”

This Tribulation period is a seven-year period in which God judges the rebellious nations and is a period in which God also purposes to bring His people, Israel, to faith in The Messiah. It is a time of cataclysmic destruction such as the world has never known before or since. It begins with the breaking of the seven seals on the scroll in Jesus’ hand. It is important to observe that Jesus is the One breaking the seals indicating that Jesus Himself is in control of each event as He initiates and intentionally breaks the seals one-by-one in His time table. With each seal a new judgment for the nations is unveiled. These judgments will grow in intensity as they progress.

The first seal is introduced for us in Revelation 6 and we find a white horse appearing, and the rider upon that white horse which I believe to be the figure known as the Antichrist known elsewhere in Scripture, as we read in Chapter 6, Verse 2,

2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse! And its rider had a bow, and a crown was given to him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer.

The Antichrist, when he comes at the beginning of The Tribulation Period, rides a white horse that symbolizes peace. That is what he offers the world; a certain kind of peace. He carries a bow, but no arrows. At this point he is not warring. The world gives him a crown, but it is not the crown of diadem of a king. This is a crown of a winner in a race.

This person is a usurper and has no Divine right to rule and the Antichrist’s peace, as we discover, does not last long, for when the second seal is opened war comes upon the world, as we read in Verse 4,

4 And out came another horse, bright red. Its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, so that people should slay one another, and he was given a great sword.

We are introduced to four horses at the breaking of each seal. The third seal brings famine; the breaking of the fourth seal will bring death; the fifth seal unleashes the cry of the martyrs around the Throne of God who are awaiting justice upon the earth; the sixth seal brings an earthquake and natural disaster to the earth. We read about that in Verse 12 and following,

12 When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood…15 Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, 16 calling to the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, 17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?" 

This is the day of the Wrath of the Lamb, God’s righteous response to rebellion. Very clearly this frightening natural disaster was a designed act of God to judge the earth in the last days.

When we read the beginning of Revelation and we read about these seven seals we are kind of relieved at coming of the seventh seal to be broken because the judgments are so terrible and so awful and they are so severe. The reader is thinking that the worst is almost over, but when the last seal is broken, we are introduced to seven more judgments – the seven trumpets. Each trumpet that sounds brings even greater calamity upon the earth than the judgments of the seals. A third of the earth is burned up. A third of the animals in the sea will perish. A third of fresh water sources become poison. A third of the stars in the heavens fall from the sky. This is not a day merely of man’s anger against God or a man’s anger against his fellow man. These are acts of God. We can get a flavor of the terror these trumpet judgments bring by reading about the fifth trumpet in Chapter 9, Verses 1 through 3 and 5 through 6, 

1 And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, and he was given the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit. 2 He opened the shaft of the bottomless pit, and from the shaft rose smoke like the smoke of a great furnace, and the sun and the air were darkened with the smoke from the shaft. 3 Then from the smoke came locusts on the earth, and they were given power like the power of scorpions of the earth…5 They were allowed to torment them for five months, but not to kill them, and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings someone. 6 And in those days people will seek death and will not find it. They will long to die, but death will flee from them. 

When the seventh trumpet judgment sounds, an angel is told to pour out seven bowls of the wrath, the wrath of God to the earth. First, there are seven seals that are broken that bring seven judgments. Then seven trumpets are sounded that bring seven judgments from God, but now seven bowls are poured out by the angels which are symbols of God pouring out His wrath and these become yet more devastating to mankind and to the earth itself, as we see in Chapter  16, Verse 1 and following,

1 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, "Go and pour out on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God." 2 So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and harmful and painful sores came upon the people who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. 

The beast is the Antichrist and we learn two huge truths from the detailed description of The Tribulation. First, God is serious about putting an end to sin and putting an end to rebellion. These awful judgments are brought about as an expression of God’s right response to the sin of mankind. When we read Revelation Chapters 6 through 18, ask the question, “What is God’s view of sin?” 

If you ask that question to modern man you will get all kinds of answers, but I will assure you, you will not get what is described in Chapters 6 through 18. You cannot miss the message that God hates sin and He will not allow sin to continue forever. Everyone who continues in their sin and who does not look to God for mercy in His Son Jesus will be judged by the Righteous Judge in their sin. Sin and rebellion have no future and everyone who connects their future with sin and rebellion will have no future as well.

The second truth is that God is amazingly patient and merciful. He is not willing or desiring that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. God offers forgiveness all throughout The Tribulation Period to everyone who would repent of their sin and believe in His Son. Throughout The Tribulation, God continues to leave His witnesses. First, He leaves 144,000 Jewish witnesses who proclaim, I believe, a message of reconciliation to those living in these last days. But, then God leaves two specific witnesses; witnesses that are supernaturally empowered to do the same. Toward the end of The Tribulation God even sends a messenger from Heaven, an angel, to call people directly to salvation, but despite the open arms of God’s mercy and despite the clarity of God’s call to repent and believe, mankind, in those last days, hardens their hearts against God and turns away from Him. Sadly, the majority refuse God’s free offer.

In Revelation 16:10-11, this is what we read,

10 The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged into darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish. And they cursed the God of heaven for their pain and sores. They did not repent of their deeds.

Did they bow before God and cry out for mercy because they were in such agony and pain. No, “they cursed the God of Heaven for their pain and their sores.” Some living in The Tribulation will hear the message of reconciliation and will respond. The majority will not.

We come now to the return of the King. During the seven-year Tribulation period, the Antichrist will rise to power. He is called the “Beast from the Sea” in Chapter 13. By the way, in Chapters 10 through 15, we find an interlude where we are introduced to various people who are important during The Tribulation time and the Beast from the Sea is one of them, the Antichrist. He will make a covenant of peace with Israel at the beginning of The Tribulation Period, but he will break this covenant halfway through at the three and one- half year mark. The prophet Daniel tells us about that event. The Antichrist will establish a ten-nation alliance that governs the world system in those last days. He creates a one world religion with himself being the focus. When Jesus returns, he is going to oppose Him and he is going to make war with The Messiah and The Messiah is going to make war with the Antichrist and The Messiah is also going to make war with anyone who has chosen to submit themselves to the Antichrist.  

The coming of Jesus is described in Revelation 19:1. We first glimpse at the scene in Heaven just prior to Jesus’ physical return to the earth.

1 After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, crying out, "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 2 for his judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of his servants."

“The great prostitute” is the false religious leader and the false religion of the false religious leader. This false religion is used to martyr many of those who are faithful to Jesus during The Tribulation Period.

In Verse 11 the return of Jesus is depicted.

11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. 13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. 14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses. 15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.

What a scene! One who is a follower of the King can hardly read that without a chill running up and down the spine. When Jesus comes the second time, He will not be riding the foal of a donkey, but He will be riding a white, war horse. He will come to put an end to the reign of sin and darkness once and for all and He will do so in a blazing display of sovereign power. This war is short-lived and it is terrible. This is the battle that many refer to as the Battle of Armageddon. The outcome of that battle is described in Verse 19,

19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse and against his army. 20 And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. 21 And the rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their flesh.

Here we see the Antichrist and the kings of the earth gathering together to make war against the One who created the world. How foolish is that? Even to the end, darkness is so foolish as to think it can defy the Living God. The war is so short-lived that it is not described. With a word, and I believe that it is the sword that comes from His mouth, and there is utter defeat to all of the armies of the nation’s of the world that had gathered against The Messiah and the beast, the Antichrist, and the false prophet were captured. Notice the end for these two men; these two were thrown alive into the Lake of Fire that burns with sulfur. Notice, also, what happens to the rest of mankind at this point who are yet in rebellion against the King and who have yet not acknowledged Him and have yet not bowed their knee to Him, in Verse 21. 

When Jesus returns there is a great war, The Battle of Armageddon. It is a short-lived war, but is none-the-less is a war that completely removes all opposition to the King of kings and the Lord of lords.

Then the Millennial Reign of Jesus begins. Jesus, after having made war, now makes peace upon the earth. After Jesus defeats those who oppose Him, Satan Himself is bound and thrown into a pit for a thousand years, which Revelation 20 describes. Jesus sits on the throne and He rules over a literal government on earth and He establishes a Kingdom of peace, a Kingdom of joy, a Kingdom of prosperity, and a Kingdom of righteousness.  The earth is going to be restored to fruitfulness and vitality. We saw through the Judgments how much destruction took place to the earth itself and to nature, but now Jesus restores the earth to its fruitful state.

This reign of Jesus will last 1,000 years. The Millennial Kingdom will be initially occupied by two groups of people. Some believers will have already received their resurrected bodies and will have returned with Jesus from Heaven at His Second Coming.  Other believers will have died during the Tribulation and they will receive their resurrected bodies, I believe, also at the beginning of The Millennial Kingdom, at the return of Christ. However, other believers will be those who survived The Tribulation. There will be those saints who died before The Tribulation and I believe that they receive their resurrected body at the Rapture of the church. There will be other believers, or saints, who become believers during The Tribulation who die during The Tribulation and I believe that they will receive their resurrected body at the end of The Tribulation. Then there will those who are still alive at the time of the coming of the Lord Jesus and they are still in their earthly bodies. These, in their earthly bodies, will also enter into The Millennial Kingdom and they will repopulate the earth. They will be those whom God uses to bring about, again, an earthly Kingdom with more people having an opportunity to become worshippers as they are born and raised and learn of the Gospel.

The Millennial Kingdom of Jesus is much more thoroughly described in the Old Testament. There is not very much, and hardly anything at all, of The Millennial Kingdom that is described in Revelation 20. One thing that we do know about this Kingdom is that it is 1,000 years. I believe that it is six times in the first seven verses of Revelation 20 that it is mentioned that this Kingdom lasts for 1,000 years. 

Let us read one description from Isaiah 65:20 that describes Jesus’ Millennial Kingdom:

20 “Never again will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live out his years; he who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere youth; he who fails to reach a hundred will be considered accursed.” 

No infants are going to die; the infant mortality rate will be zero all over the earth. If someone dies at one hundred, some will say, “That is too bad. How did he die so young?”

In Verse 25 we read,

25 The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox…
At the end of the 1,000 years, Satan is allowed to rebel one more time, as we see in Revelation 20:7 and 8,
7 And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison

8 and will come out to deceive the nations . . . to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. 
There are those who were born during The Millennial Reign of Christ, who experienced all of the prosperity and all of the righteousness, but who still have not submitted their lives to Christ, to the King. When Satan is unbound he is able to gather for himself a multitude of people who are willing to defy the King once again, indicating again that the problem of mankind is deeply rooted, not in our environment, but in the very nature of our heart. In Verse 9 and 10 we read,
9 And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, 10 and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

We come now to the Great White Throne Judgment. After Jesus reigns on the earth for 1,000 years, all those who did not submit to Him in their earthly life will be resurrected for their final day of judgment. The moment a person dies their spirit either goes to a place of blessing or a place of torment. That happens instantly. Both the redeemed and the unredeemed will experience a future bodily resurrection which is a day when their spirit will be reunited with their new bodies. The redeemed will experience this at the Rapture which, I believe, takes place just before The Tribulation. The unredeemed experience their resurrection after The Millennial Reign of Jesus. 
Shortly, after the unredeemed receive their resurrected bodies, they are not glorious bodies, but they are bodies, they will stand before God the Righteous Judge. This judgment is called the Great White Throne Judgment. It is the judgment of the unredeemed at the end of The Millennial Reign, after Satan is allowed to rebel and is then defeated. That judgment is described in Verses 11 and 12 of Revelation 20, 

11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 
In Verse 14 we read,

14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

One had their name written in the Book of Life by coming to the Author of life and receiving life through faith. 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son (Jesus), that whoever believes in him shall not perish (in the lake of fire forever and ever) but have eternal life (and would be written in the Book of Life).

Friends, it is the most sobering truth in all of the Bible, Hell is hot, Hell is eternal, and Hell is real. Come to Jesus Christ for mercy before that Day of Judgment! If you wait for that day it will be too late.

The new Heaven and the new earth occupy Chapters 21 and 22. Human history comes to a close and God’s eternal plan culminates. His plan is a plan for unmitigated, unrestrained, and uninterrupted joy in His presence. The last two chapters of Revelation describe this joy, Heaven, for us. What wonder to behold! In Chapter 21:3 and 4 we read,
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away." 

In the middle of the description of Heaven God issues a Gospel call to the readers in Verse 6,
6 And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.” 

If you are thirsty for God come and He will give you a relationship. Not everyone enters Heaven. Look at Verse 27,
27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. 
Revelation 22:3-5 continue the description,

3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.
We skip to Verses 13-17 and Jesus is speaking, when He says,
13 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. 14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates.”
In Verse 16, Jesus says,

16 "I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star."

Then this book closes with such a sweet invitation in Verse 17,

17 The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. 

Come in faith to the King of kings. Bow before Him and receive forgiveness of sin and receive an inheritance with all the saints!

Verses 20 and 21 close our study,

20 He who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.
Friends, let us get ready.

� John 3:16, expanded.





