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Elijah Predicts a Drought

1Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, before whom I stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word." 2 And the word of the LORD came to him: 3 “Depart from here and turn eastward and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. 4 You shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.” 5 So he went and did according to the word of the LORD. He went and lived by the brook Cherith that is east of the Jordan. 6 And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from the brook. 7 And after a while the brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land.
God loves to use ordinary people to accomplish His extraordinary work. He most often employs the weak of this world to fulfill His mighty plan. We think of the elderly Abraham, or the limping Jacob, or the lisping Moses, or the reluctant Jonah, or the timid Timothy. The list of ordinary, feeble people whom God chooses to use is endless. God loves to suit men and women for the specific work He designs for each one. If you have been born again and purchased by Jesus’ blood, then know God has a specific work designed for your specific life and He is calling you to accomplish that work before you breathe your last upon this earth. In Ephesians 2, Paul writes,

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
We are not called to work in order to gain God’s favor, but receiving God’s favor by grace we are called to work for His glory. The next line following Ephesians 2:8-9, is Ephesians 2:10 and it is one of my very favorite verses in the Bible,

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

We are not called to perform these works in the energy and ability of our own personal resources. We must not attempt that because we will fail if we do. We desperately need God’s gifting and God’s grace in order for us to succeed at those works. The Good News is God is generous to supply us with everything we need to be effective in the works God has set aside for us beforehand, before we were born. The Spirit of God knows exactly what you and I need to carry out the extraordinary work God has designed for us. 

These verses teach us no one qualifies for Heaven on the basis of their good deeds. No one is good enough to earn a spot on God’s team. All of us have missed the cut as a result of our sin.  We are rescued from God’s judgment solely on the basis of God’s grace; “for by grace you have been saved through faith”. 
Our salvation is a gift from God. It is not of our works, otherwise we could boast about it. We are beggars coming before God, with empty hands, asking God to give us life. We cannot boast in any part of that which we received of our salvation. The only contribution we make to our salvation is our own sin. We do the sinning. God does the saving. That is the message of the Gospel, so what about good works? Are they important at all? Absolutely! Ephesians 2:10 reminds us, we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works which God prepared beforehand which we should accomplish.
This is our purpose. If you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, this is your life’s purpose; to find and discover that work and then go about doing it in the grace of God. This is where we will find our fulfillment, our purpose, our joy, and our meaning. 
This prompts the question: what work am I to accomplish in this world? It is the work God prepares for us. It is not a work we decide for ourselves, but it is a work God provides for us. God, in His infinite mercy and wisdom, knows specifically the work which will lead to eternal joy and will lead to His glory. When we commit ourselves to God, through faith in Jesus, we are committing ourselves to God’s design upon our life. And, as we commit ourselves to God’s design upon our life that is where we find purpose and that is what we find in the life of Elijah.

From Elijah we learn how we, too, can become effective instruments in God’s hands; that is what we are, we are instruments. We are not doing the work so much as being used by God to accomplish a work. Many believers waste their lives and their opportunities by failing to connect to God and to His eternal purpose for them. Let us refuse to be that person and let us refuse to be a person who loses sight of our own salvation and of the specific works God calls us to accomplish before we were even born.

Elijah’s example teaches us there are four prerequisites which we must meet in order fulfill the purpose and the work God creates for us. Those four prerequisites are, first, we must be willing to tell bad news. Second, we must care for our own soul. Third, we must accept assignment to obscure places. Fourth, we must completely trust God’s provision.
The first prerequisite Elijah teaches us in order for us to be God’s instruments and effective in God’s hands is the prerequisite we must be willing to tell bad news, and we read in our text,

1 Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, before whom I stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word.”
Usually conversation about the weather does not cause great offense; that is a safe topic. Religion and politics may not be so much, but the weather should be something we all agree upon. Elijah comes before King Ahab to talk about the weather and it gets him in trouble.

Remember the history and the context of Elijah’s ministry. Israel, the Nation, had been divided for the close to sixty years; there is a Northern Kingdom and there is a Southern Kingdom. The Southern Kingdom is named “Judah” and the Northern Kingdom is named “Israel”. Ahab is a king of the Northern Kingdom in the year 874 BC. 
The six kings who ruled the Northern Kingdom before Ahab were all wicked. Ahab is the seventh in a string of wicked kings and not one of these kings did right in the sight of the Lord.  But, Ahab, however, bests them all in his pursuit of evil. He is best described in I Kings 16 this way,

30 And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD, more than all who were before him. 31 And as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, he took for his wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went and served Baal and worshiped him. 32 He erected an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he built in Samaria. 33 And Ahab made an Asherah.
 Ahab did more to provoke the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger than all the kings of Israel who were before him.
Ahab and Jezebel were quite a pair. Together they began to systematically execute the prophets of the Lord, the God of Israel, and replace them with the prophets of Baal. They announce, “This nation is no longer a Yahweh nation. This is a Baal nation,” and they are devoted themselves to advancing Baal’s name and Baal’s glory. Baal is the “Storm God” who is said to control the winds and the rains. He is a key god to a people who relied heavily upon farming and upon agriculture for their livelihood and their daily food. Ahab is totally convinced Baal is lord, Baal is the living god, and Baal is the one who is able to bless him and his nation. 
Enter Elijah with his message. You tell me whether or not you think this message is pleasing to Ahab’s ears and whether it tickles his ears, “Hi King Ahab. My name is Elijah. You may not have heard that name for some time. You know what my name means. It means ‘Yahweh is Lord,’ and I am coming to represent Yahweh to you. I believe Him to be Lord. My life is consistent with my name. I have come to remind you Yahweh is the God of Israel, not Baal.  Yahweh, in the day of Abraham, made a covenant with His people. He reintroduced and reminded this people of this covenant when King David took the throne. Our nation is bound by this covenant into eternal relationship with Him, a relationship which has no end. 
“Furthermore, Yahweh is not dead as you and the prophets of Baal suggest. No, He is so very patient with our nation so as not to destroy her immediately with His hand, but His patience is not to be mistaken for impotence or for weakness. The Lord God is alive and He is going to show you Baal is impotent god. 
“You say Baal is the “Storm God” who controls the rain. You say unless we worship Baal, rain will not fall. Well, King Ahab, you may have noticed, for the past six months it has not rained and people are getting nervous. I am here to bring you this news from the Lord, Yahweh, it will not rain for the next three years. Yes, you heard me correctly. There will not be a drop of rain in your kingdom for the next three years. Ahab, the Lord Yahweh is the God is the one who provides life for His people and this nation needs to repent of idolatry and acknowledge the Lord as God.”

That was Elijah’s message, so what do you think? Is Ahab pleased or is Ahab offended? Of course, Ahab is furious at the message Elijah communicates to him in Verse 1. Ahab is no longer considering Elijah for the “Chaplain of his Court”. From this day forward Elijah will have his face posted in the post office as one of the “Ten Most Wanted” in the land. 
Let me ask you another question, is God pleased? God is not offended by Elijah’s message? God is immensely pleased His servant, His prophet, had been faithful. God’s message, the message which pleases God, often offends sinful man. Obedience to God often provokes hatred toward God’s servants. We have to a decision to make as we consider the work of God, which He lays before our feet, “Will I seek to please man or will I seek to please God,” for the truth is we cannot do both.
  We have to make a decision. Granted, sometimes God’s message is pleasing to everyone; I am not saying “all” the message of God’s Word and the Gospel is offensive. No, there are parts of it which are amazingly pleasing to everyone, even the unregenerate and the unbelieving. But, there are parts of that message which are deeply offensive and here God tells a king there will not be rain in his land. He knows what that means and he knows there will be suffering and economic consequences. He knows people will die.

God sent this judgment upon Israel for two primary reasons and it is not because He is a mean god, but rather because He is a gracious and merciful God. He is sending a judgment of drought for three years, first, to encourage this nation to repent, because if this nation does not repent they will continue to spiral downward into idolatry and toward the wrath of the Judgment of God. God sends a disciplinary action to this nation to encourage them to acknowledge Him; that He is God and they need to stop exalting the name of Baal. They need to turn and begin to lift up and acknowledge the name of the Lord. 

This judgment of a drought will demonstrate the Lord God is sovereign over the affairs of this world. He is sovereign over the rain, specifically, and not Baal. Baal is no god at all. He is nothing but an idol and God, through this drought, is going to expose the absolute foolishness and vanity of idolatry.

The practical question we ask ourselves, as we think about being God’s servant and God’s instrument is: what will we do when God calls upon us to deliver an offensive message; a message which, when we speak it, the person listening to us will become angry and upset with us? What will we do? If we are not willing to be God’s instrument and willing to offend we cannot be His faithful servant and an instrument in His hand.
Often we convince ourselves offensive messages are not loving messages. That is not true.  Cowardice and timidity in the name of compassion keeps us from glorifying God and from being used as His loving instruments in this world. Boldness with God’s Truth, offensive though it may be, is the most loving message we can bring to unbelievers, even if they resent us at the time for it. Elijah did not bring this message to Ahab with giddiness and happiness in his heart, “Guess what Ahab…?” No, I am sure it was somber and solemn. He knew the ramifications of the message he was bringing. He knew it gravity, its sobriety, and its seriousness, and he brought that message with that tone. As far as our tone, of course, we express such messages with mourning, a yearning, and a desire for a blessing to the people we communicate with, but the tone does not change the message.
There are three applications to this. First, let us be bold in speaking God’s Truth. Let us first make sure we know what God’s message is, as we study the Scriptures and as we study God’s Word, to know what God wants us to say to others. We are careful not to make pronouncements on the basis of our emotions, personal anger, or feelings. Remember we are God’s ambassadors in this world and we represent Him to this world, but once we know the message God has spoken let us be courageous in proclaiming that message to our world. Know God’s message will often sound like fingernails scraping against an old fashioned chalkboard. God’s Truth offers grace which can rescue a soul from eternal death. If Ahab had only listened and responded to Elijah’s message, he and the nation would have been spared. Let us be bold.  

In the second applications let us pray the church will stop training young adults in the art of spiritual timidity. I have a specific concern for young adults, although it is true for all of us. I believe the “seeker sensitive” approach to the Gospel often leaves out the message about Hell and eternal judgment. Often there is methodology used within the church which seeks to please the ears of unregenerate and unbelieving people. A Christian is asked, “Do you think Muslims or Jews or Hindus or well-meaning atheists are going to Hell? Do you really believe that? They are good people and they are nice people.” Often times I hear the Christian response is, “Well, I cannot judge them. Only God can judge them.” That sounds loving, but it avoids speaking the truth which is so clearly laid out for us in the Scripture and it leaves these precious people, who are sometimes sincerely waiting for an answer, wondering what the Christian view of that question really is and it leaves them without a message hope and without a message of salvation.  God does not expect us to make up an answer to that question. God, rather than calling us to make up an answer to that question, calls us to repeat a message which He has already delivered to us.

By way of reference, Jesus, in John 3, says this,
18 “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.”
If we are ever asked that question, could we not at least respond with John 3:18? Could we not at least say, “Let me tell you what John 3:18 says and then you can draw your conclusions from that.”

In Acts 4, Pater is speaking and he says,

11 “This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
The Bible is not unclear in reference to that question. The Bible is not presenting a distorted, undiscerning message, but the Bible speaks with such a clear voice on these important questions, and of course, when we speak hard words we speak them with soft, loving, mourning hearts. We are not joyful about God’s judgment upon anyone; God is not joyful and gleeful over His judgment upon others. We wish for all to come to repentance, even as God has such a heart toward the unsaved, but we must not soften the Gospel message. When the church proclaims a man-centered gospel which does not deal squarely with the wrath of God and the call to repentance, one affect is a people trained to avoid these topics. I believe we are training and discipling people to avoid these topics as they go out into the world, to the college campuses, into the workplaces, and out into the neighborhoods; “Let us just avoid these topics. We can still be faithful to God and not mentioned these things, ever, to anyone.” Friend, that is simply not true. We are unfaithful to the Gospel if we are unwilling to speak difficult words. Pray we will train young men and women to be Elijah’s in a Baal worshipping world.

In the third application, let us welcome people who care enough about us to speak hard, but true words to our soul. Often times we get offended when people speak hard words to us, and rather than evaluate whether or not those words are true, we are upset they had the gall to speak them to us. When someone comes to us, especially if it is a brother or sister in Christ, an elder, a pastor, a mom or a dad, a son or a daughter, or a brother or sister, regardless of who it is and they come to us with words which are hard to receive, let us have a heart which says, “I want to hear those words and I need to hear those words.” Unfortunately, many gather around them counselors and confidants who are unwilling to say things which challenge sin. Friends, if we want to hear God’s voice, we must be willing to receive offensive truth.

The second prerequisite is: we must care for our own soul. Elijah was ready to be used as God’s instrument because he had taken care of the condition of his own heart. 
As I was jogging with my son Jackson this week, I commented we needed to do some “soul work” as we prepared ourselves for the day. It was a term I had read others use. Jackson was not exactly sure what I was talking about, so I explained soul work is energy we put into maintaining a healthy soul. We were jogging for the purpose of maintaining a healthy body. We were sweating as we were jogging because it was hard work, but just as we need to work to keep our bodies from going to flab, so we need to set aside some time, everyday, to do some soul work. It is hard and difficult and we do not often like it, but we need to put that kind of energy and attention to our soul, otherwise our soul will gravitate toward flab, weakness, and illness. 

Elijah knew this. One commentator remarked Elijah was useful to God because he was studied up, prayed up, cleaned up, and stirred up. Elijah made three commitments to work on his own soul and these commitments toward soul work helped prepare him to be a sharp instrument in God’s hands. 

First, Elijah cared for his soul by studying God’s Word.  We know that because of the message he brought to Ahab that day. He said, “…neither dew nor rain will fall these years except by my word”. Where did he get that? He got it from the Bible. Listen to what Deuteronomy 11 says, which was written centuries before Elijah enters the scene. God is speaking through Moses to the people as they were being established as a nation, and He says,

16 Take care lest your heart be deceived, and you turn aside and serve other gods and worship them; 17 then the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you, and he will shut up the heavens, so that there will be no rain…
I believe Elijah was a man of the Book. He read what God had said would happen if the people left their covenant relationship with God and began going after idols. I also believe, as God’s prophet, God spoke specifically and personally to Elijah, but I also believe Elijah’s relationship and walk with God was out of the context of being a man who meditated upon the Word of God day and night.

We cannot be instruments in God’s hands if we do not have God’s Word. Today we do not have God speaking directly to us. Today God has given us His Word through the prophets of the Old Testament and the Apostles of the New Testament, which is recorded for us in the sixty-six books of the Bible. If we are to be instruments in God’s hands, then it is vital we meditate upon the Scriptures and we seek to obey those Scriptures after we understand what they mean. This is God’s encouragement throughout biblical history.
Remember Joshua? Joshua is the next leader over Israel after Moses and Joshua, in Joshua 1, says,

8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.
Do we want to have good success as we are instruments in God’s hands? Joshua tells us the answer to that and the prerequisite for that is to take care of your soul by feeding it God’s Word. This is Paul’s encouragement to Timothy as well, in 2 Timothy 2,

15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.
We are to meditate upon this Word and take care to examine it closely so as to understand its message and then live it out and live by it. These words are not just written for pastors or for Sunday school teachers, but these words were written for anyone who wants to be an instrument in God’s hands. Let us do the soul work! Moms and dads, do you want God to use you, as His instruments, in the lives of your children? You will say, “Of course I do!” One of the most important things you can do to be an instrument in God’s hands and blessing the lives of your children, is to be a man and a woman of the Book, meditating and doing.

I believe we would need far less “parenting” seminars if, individually, we were simply committed to meditating upon the Scriptures day and night and to following and obeying them. 

In the second way Elijah cared for his soul, he prayed fervently to God. 1 Kings does not tell this, but James does. God gave James insight into what was happening in 1 Kings 17. Listen to what James says of this story, in James 5,

17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.
Elijah is an ordinary person and that is encouraging. He is not extraordinary in any way from his own personal being. We do not get from the story that Elijah “fervently” prayed, but God illumined James’ mind so James would have more information than we would from the story.

Elijah’s effectiveness, as an instrument in God’s hands, was the result of a deep, personal communion with the living God, and that communion took energy through prayer. Elijah’s praying was not formal and cold, but it was passionate and it was fervent; James says it was “personal”. 

We have to ask ourselves, as we think about accomplishing the work God sets upon our lives, “How is my walk with God? Would I describe my praying as fervent or would I describe my praying as lethargic, cold, and formal?” Let us ask that question because God calls us to do the soul work to prepare ourselves to be instruments in God’s hands and here is one of the preparations: it is a fervent life of communion with God.

Samuel Chadwick writes, “The one concern of the devil is to keep Christians from praying. He fears nothing from prayerless studies, prayerless works and prayerless religion. He laughs at our toil, mocks at our wisdom, but trembles when we pray.” 
Elijah received spiritual strength to serve God through his fervent praying. That is where we will find strength as well. If you are discouraged in service to God, look here first: how is my communion with God? We cannot do anything without Him and without connecting to Him actively and we do not need to try! Hebrews 4 says this,

16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Notice one more truth about Elijah’s praying, his praying was not built around his personal comfort. His praying was build around the glory of God. If his praying was built around his personal comfort, he would never have prayed it would not rain for three years and that is quite a prayer, isn’t it? Elijah is going to suffer along with people he loves are going to suffer if that prayer is answered, and that prayer was answered. Why would Elijah pray a prayer like that, “Lord, do not send rain upon my country and upon my nation for three years.” He saw his nation running wholesale after Baal and he was so grieved. He said, “I would rather personally suffer, have my family suffer, have my friends suffer, and have my nation suffer rather than God’s name thrown into the mud like it is being treated. I have a passion for God’s name.” When we pray we must have a passion for the name of the Lord.

The third way in which Elijah cared for his soul was by obedience and doing what God told him. in the text we read,
2 And the word of the LORD came to him: 3 “Depart from here and turn eastward and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. 4 You shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.” 5 So he went and did according to the word of the LORD…
We do not care for our soul by “listening” to good messages and saying, “Boy, that was a great message!” We care for our soul by obeying God’s message. That is the ultimate link in the chain which connects us to blessings.
Elijah decided to do whatever God told him to do, regardless of how great or small the task, regardless of how easy or difficult, regardless of how sensible or unreasonable. He said, “I can trust God. Whatever He says for me to do, that is what I am going to do.” That is where blessing is. Obedience to God’s Word is seldom easy, but it is always profitable and Elijah knew that and he built his life upon it. 

This leads us to the third prerequisite for us to be God’s instruments. We must accept assignment to obscure places.

We must be mindful God took Elijah out of the limelight in Verse 2. There are some things which are very difficult in Verse 1: standing before the king and giving a sermon to the king at which he would become furious, but there is also something alluring about that, “I am standing before the king. I am in the palace. I am doing something really significant.” 

In Verse 2, God says, “Go hide yourself in a desert place.” “Who is going to be there?” “No one will be there.” “How long will I be there?” “As long as I tell you.” That has to be hard for the ego, moving from a place with servants, being so prominent the whole nation is talking about you, to being in a place where nobody is talking about you or thinking about you at all. God asks Elijah to go to give up his public ministry, his prominent place of service, and to serve him in a hidden place where no one would see him and no one would recognize his sacrifice.  
Why would God seemingly take Elijah out of the game and put him on the sidelines by the brook Cherith? Elijah was never given the answer to that question, but he trusted God and that is the key. And, often we will not be given the answer to the question, “Why, God, have you taken me and put me in a place which does not seem to be very significant?” God says, “This is the work I have prepared before hand for you to accomplish. Trust me!”  
God leads us step-by-step and we need to believe He is wise if we are to obey Him. We need to trust Him and say, “Your way is the best way.” It is not the Lord’s habit to make His full plan known to us all at once, so we have to ask ourselves, “Will I be content to serve in an isolated desert, where no one is around me and it seems as though nothing is happening and I am accomplishing zero? Will I be content if that is where God has me?” Our obedience to God’s instructions must not be conditioned by the excitement, convenience, or relevance of the task.  Our obedience is conditioned on thing and that is the Lord’s command and, “If you ask me to do it I will do it. That is my role.”  

Remember Jesus’ attitude toward obedience to the Father’s will? Jesus said, in John 4,

34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work.”
The Lord asked Moses to serve Him forty years in a remote desert. The Lord asked David to serve Him by shepherding sheep in a lonely field. The Lord asked John the Baptist to serve Him by living in a lonely wilderness. The Lord asked Paul to serve Him by going to a lonely Arabia for three years. The Lord asked John the Apostle to serve Him on the Island of Patmos. I mention these examples to prove our usefulness does not depend upon our gaining the spotlight. The question we must ask ourselves is not, “Am I in a big place? Am I in an insignificant place? Am I in an important place?” The question we must ask ourselves always is, as we want to be God’s instrument, this, “Am I in God’s place?” because if we are there is no better place and a no more glorious place for us to be.
I do not know the work God has prepared for you to accomplish in this life, but I do know we cannot let others measure its worth or its significance. God knows that which we do not. 
My son Daniel and I have a phrase we use to encourage each other, “Do your best and trust God for the rest.” Our usefulness is not dependent upon our status, our fame, our reputation, or our immediate effectiveness. Our usefulness is solely dependent on God and His sovereign pleasure.  

The fourth prerequisite for being God’s instrument is: we must completely trust God’s provision. We read God telling Elijah in the text,


4 “You shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.”
One of the first thoughts Elijah undoubtedly had was, “Okay, you are asking me to go to this desert. How am I going to eat and how am I going to survive out there?” God asks Elijah to walk by faith and not by sight. One of the provisions is very natural and very normal: the brook Cherith. It is a tiny brook. It is not a clear, beautiful, cold mountain stream. It is a brook running through the desert with enough water to slate the thirst. 

The other provision was supernatural, “There is the brook. Where am I going to get food?” He tells Elijah, “I have some ravens.” “Ravens, those are unclean birds; they are carrion birds. They pick the bones of dead animals.” “That is right, they do, and they are going to bring you meat every morning and every evening and they are going to bring you bread.” (I do not believe it was filet mignon Elijah was eating in the desert.) “Ravens, they only take care of themselves. They are the most selfish of animals. They try to steal that which is not theirs. They are going to be the ones?” “That is right. That is the animal I have chosen.” “When I approach a raven, God, they run away. You tell me they are going to fly to me and put food in my hand?” “That is right. It is supernatural. It is a miracle!”
Elijah had never, ever seen a raven feed a person in his entire life, but God said, “I want you to believe that is what is going to happen.” God does not promise us exactly how He is going to provide for us, but He promises us, His people, He will supply all our needs in Christ Jesus. He calls us to pray, “Lord, give us this day our daily bread.”
 Elijah did not have anything in the cupboard or in the refrigerator, and it seems as though he needed each meal he received because there was not an ample amount. He was not gorging himself every morning and every evening. He received what the ravens brought him and it was enough to sustain him. Elijah said, “That is the place I want to be. I want to be in the very place of God’s provision. With food and clothing I will be content,” and we read in the text,
5 So he went and did according to the word of the LORD. He went and lived by the brook Cherith that is east of the Jordan. 6 And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from the brook.
God will move Heaven and earth to provide our need if that is His chosen method. Whether the source if supernatural or whether He uses normal means, God promises to provide for His own. These promises God gives to us about His living provision are given so as to embolden us to obey, because one of the whispers Satan brings to us is, “If you obey God your life will be in ruins. You will not be able to survive. Everything will be destroyed and everything meaningful will be lost.” God says, “Trust me. I will provide for you. Be content with what I provide and you will see glory.”

Before the crown there is a cross, and in the cross we trust God will provide for us.

I want to close with the same thought with which we started: Ephesians 2:8-9. The Bible says,

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

I ask you, have you received God’s saving grace through faith in Jesus? We cannot earn our place in Heaven and we cannot work our own debt off of our sin. We need what God offers us in Jesus. We need a Savior who bore our own sins upon His cross and God has provided one. Do you believe? God calls you to believe in Jesus and to trust in Him so you might have spiritual life.
Then, God goes on and says, 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

If you are born again and you have been redeemed by the blood of Jesus, know God has a specific work designed for you to accomplish, so I ask you, are you committed to pursuing God’s design for your life? 
The other option is to pursue our own agenda. What we believe will bring us life and I want you to think about this and ask yourself, “Am I grabbing hold of, do I know and am I committed to following, and doing that work which God has prepared for me to do in this world, or is there something I am allowing me to keep from it?” 
God does not want any one of us to waste our lives. He wants our lives to be full so, at the end of time, what wonderful words all of us will have the opportunity to hear, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”
� A goddess of the Phoenicians and Syrians taken over by the Israelites when they fell into idolatry. Images representing this goddess whose worship was lewd and associated with Baal.


� Matthew 4:10b


� Matthew 6:11





