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Elijah Confronts Ahab

1 After many days the word of the LORD came to Elijah, in the third year, saying, “Go, show yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain upon the earth.” 2 So Elijah went to show himself to Ahab. Now the famine was severe in Samaria. 3And Ahab called Obadiah, who was over the household. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly, 4 and when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD, Obadiah took a hundred prophets and hid them by fifties in a cave and fed them with bread and water.) 5 And Ahab said to Obadiah, “Go through the land to all the springs of water and to all the valleys. Perhaps we may find grass and save the horses and mules alive, and not lose some of the animals.” 6 So they divided the land between them to pass through it. Ahab went in one direction by himself, and Obadiah went in another direction by himself. 

7 And as Obadiah was on the way, behold, Elijah met him. And Obadiah recognized him and fell on his face and said, “Is it you, my lord Elijah?” 8 And he answered him, “It is I. Go, tell your lord, ‘Behold, Elijah is here.’” 9 And he said, “How have I sinned, that you would give your servant into the hand of Ahab, to kill me? 10 As the LORD your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom where my lord has not sent to seek you. And when they would say, ‘He is not here,’ he would take an oath of the kingdom or nation, that they had not found you. 11 And now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord, “Behold, Elijah is here.” 12 And as soon as I have gone from you, the Spirit of the LORD will carry you I know not where. And so, when I come and tell Ahab and he cannot find you, he will kill me, although I your servant have feared the LORD from my youth. 13 Has it not been told my lord what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the LORD, how I hid a hundred men of the LORD’s prophets by fifties in a cave and fed them with bread and water? 14 And now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord, “Behold, Elijah is here”’; and he will kill me.” 15 And Elijah said, “As the LORD of hosts lives, before whom I stand, I will surely show myself to him today.” 16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him. And Ahab went to meet Elijah. 

17 When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” 18 And he answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but you have, and your father’s house, because you have abandoned the commandments of the LORD and followed the Baals. 19 Now therefore send and gather all Israel to me at Mount Carmel, and the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.”

Hebrews 13 urges us,

3 Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.
Christians throughout the centuries have suffered imprisonment, torture, execution, and abuse of many kinds for the sake of the Name, but harsh persecution of Christians is not something of the distant past. It is something of the very near present. Persecution of believers is more prevalent today than ever before in the history of the church. According to the World Evangelical Alliance, over 200 million Christians in at least sixty countries are denied fundamental human rights solely because of their faith in Jesus. A report in the International Bulletin of Missionary Research
 estimates approximately 176,000 Christians were martyred, in one calendar year, between mid-2008 to mid-2009. 176,000 brothers and sisters in Jesus lost their lives because they believe in Jesus. 
The Bible urges us to keep persecuted Christians in mind. Today is the Sunday we set aside to remember those who are suffering for their faith. We set aside time to remember our brothers and sisters who are being persecuted. We remember them because they need our encouragement and they need our prayers. We remember them because we need their encouragement and their help. Our faith will be weaker if we forget their commitment and sacrifice. One of the ways that I keep the persecuted church in front of my mind and heart is to read a monthly magazine, Voice of the Martyrs. You can receive this magazine at your home as well on a monthly basis. Let me read one story to you about Pastor David.
“…Pastor David (Dmitry) Shestakov remains in prison after being arrested at his home almost four years ago. Pastor Shestakov is not allowed to have Bible or Christian books in prison. Thanks to our readers, thousands of cards and letters have been mailed to his home and to the prison. His wife, Marina, said, ‘This has touched and encouraged us.’
“One of David’s daughters, 14-year old Sasha, told us how they were threatened by police. ‘In the beginning, they told my father, “It’s better if you stop this activity, all of your ministry, and then we won’t touch you.” But my father’s nature is so that he continued to serve God…then one Sunday they too him away. 
“In the beginning of prison, he asked himself, ‘Why? I am serving God! Why just me?’ Then he says, ‘Yes, Lord, you are testing me and I want to pass this test.’

Sasha writes, “‘I am proud of my father’s strength, that God gives him power. I’m proud that my father is passing this exam.’

“…‘In all the time while our father is not at home, God does not leave us even one time. I pray for my father’s health, for God to give him peace and for his early release.

“‘When I think of him, I think of a lion. Not that that he is above everybody but that he is so brave and noble. He is in prison because he is a pastor of a church. I ask you to pray for him.’”

David and Sasha, and their family, remind me my Christian faith is not always safe and it is not intended to be. It is often dangerous to love Jesus. God sometimes sets His people in dangerous places. Our commitment to Jesus may cost us much in this life that is dear to us. We often will have to choose between our own life and our Lord, between our freedom and our Eternal Friend, between our money and our Master, between our social status and our Savior, between our personal goals and our perfect God, between our reputation and the Righteous One. We should expect to suffer in some way in this life as a result of our faith. Jesus said, “In this world you will have persecution,”
 and He goes on to say in Matthew 5, 
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

The question we ask ourselves as we think about these things is: am I willing to suffer for Jesus’ sake? It is a question every believer has to ask. We have to ask whether we are presently under the threat of persecution or not and, “Am I willing to suffer for Jesus?” The choice to suffer for Christ is a difficult one and a sober one. I am convinced no one can glorify God in their lives without being willing to make it, however. 
In I Kings 18, God gives us truth to steady our hearts and build our courage so we can stand up for Jesus in this world. We open our Bibles to receive strength to ready ourselves to serve Him even in dangerous places. There are four principles which strengthen us in dangerous service. First, God often gives difficult or dangerous orders to His servants. The second truth, or principle, is: God purposefully sets His servants in dangerous places for His glory. The third principle is: God’s commands come with God’s promises. The fourth principle is: God always rewards servants who possess courageous faith.

The first truth is: God often gives difficult/ dangerous orders to His servants. In our story we will see this in Elijah’s life and Obadiah’s life, as we read Verse 1,  

1 After many days the word of the LORD came to Elijah, in the third year, saying, “Go, show yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain upon the earth.”
Elijah has been in seclusion for the last three and a half years. This place of hiding has been God’s direction for him. God told him first, “Go to the desert place by the Brook Cherith and remain there.”
 It seems as though he remained there about six to eight months, until that stream dried up. Then God instructed him to go the Zarephath, to this widow’s home and there he remained for the duration of that three and one half year period with this widow woman and her young son.
 
During the three and one half years the nation has been busy seeking out God’s prophets. King Ahab and Queen Jezebel have been hunting down God’s prophets and putting them to death. Undoubtedly, Elijah is “Number One” on the list. They especially hated Elijah because he was the one who originally came to them and said, “You are worshipping Baal and that is wrong and because you are worshipping Baal, God is going to judge this nation with a drought. It is not going to rain until I tell you it is going to rain.”
 And everyday, from the day of that message, Ahab and Jezebel get up in the morning and look out the windows for a cloud in the sky and they see nothing. They see the green grass on the palace lawn drying up and turning to dust. Every day they get angrier. 
As the drought continues, one year, two years, they see animals dying, people in their kingdom suffering, and their nation is beginning to crumble underneath their feet. Who are they blaming the entire time? They are blaming Elijah, God’s man, God’s servant. 

Now, after three and one half years of hiding, the Word of the Lord comes to Elijah and says, “Elijah, go show yourself to Ahab.” Can you imagine how that would strike you? You know the most powerful man in the nation is hunting you down for the purpose of killing you and God has miraculously hidden you so no one knows where you are, but now God says, “Go to Ahab and show yourself to him.” 
God designs for Elijah to enter into a dangerous place. This place of danger is no accident, but is the kind intention of God’s will. One can only imagine how frustrated King Ahab and Queen Jezebel had become by this time. Verse 2 tells us the famine was severe in Samaria. This is not a safe assignment, but it is God’s assignment.
Sometimes modern Christians think if an assignment is risky or unsafe, then it must not be God’s will, “Certainly God would not have me risk that!” God does not always put His servants in dangerous places. Remember, for three and half years, He put Elijah in a very safe place for His purposes as well. It is not for us to pursue dangerous places, but it is for us to follow the leading of the Lord however He wills. We must not shrink back when God asks us to serve in a difficult place. 
There are few Christians in America who are asked to risk imprisonment or death like Elijah was, but we are asked to risk many things which are dear to us. Often, God will ask His people in the United States to risk man’s praise, the applause of important people around us, to risk social standing, to risk the disapproval of your friends, to risk the rejection of your family, to risk job promotions, to risk academic achievement. These are common “dangers” God sets before believers, His own people, in our world. Let me give you an example of a young man who accepted such a risk.

Alexander, a grandson of a member at Bethany Baptist Church, was a freshman at Dunlap High School when he received an assignment to write a poem as he was studying Greek culture and the Greek pantheon. The idea was to write the poem to a Greek “deity”, i.e. Zeus, Apollo, Aphrodite, etc., from the perspective of an actual worshiper, in other words to write a poem to a pagan deity. The idea was to get into a worshiper's mind and write with the same feelings a true worshipper of that deity would have. It happened he was staying with his grandparents that weekend and he was rather upset about that assignment, not wanting to write that kind of poem because he did not feel as though it was God-honoring. His mother told him to go ahead and write his poem to God, but the teacher had said the poem could not be written to Jesus or the Christian God. 
As Alexander and his grandparents talked and prayed about this the Lord took them to Acts 17:16-34, where Paul was in Athens and he saw the statue “To The Unknown God”. Athens was a city was full of idols and Paul pointed out that statue of the unknown god to talk about the True God, and he said, “The God you do not know is the God who is.” This provided Alexander's answer and he composed the following poem for his class:
Jesus you are the Lord of all, maker of Heaven and Earth. 

Even though you were unknown to the ancient Greeks, I know who you are. 

Your wondrous acts of love astound me. 

Your power, your abilities, your grace, and your mercy are limitless and never ending. 

I will worship you forever. 

Lord, you loved me before I even existed. 

Before I was born you died on the cross, and rose again to redeem me from my sin. 

I choose to follow you and obey your Word. 

Because you died for me, and I accepted your gift, I will spend eternity in heaven with you. 

To the ancient Greeks you were unknown, but I know who you are. 

Lord, allow me to be a witness of everything you have done for me, and for others. 

You might be unknown to others, but I know who you are. 

And I will tell others who you are. 

Lord Jesus Christ, I offer myself to you as a living sacrifice, holy, pleasing, and pure. 

Renew my mind so that I may excel in my studies and relationships. 

To you be the glory and power forever and ever. 

I know who you are.

Alexander is risking much. The teacher told him not to write about Jesus. What is going to happen when he turns this paper in? He is a young man who cares about his grade-point average. He knows the grade-point average is huge in this world to get into college and get scholarships, but what does he do? That is the question. What does a Christian do when God calls him or her to serve Him and do the hard things? A Christian trusts God and that is what we must do as well. This might seem like a little thing, but it is huge to a young man and I rejoice there are young men and young women who are grabbing hold of that challenge: “Am I willing to suffer for Jesus?” We look at Verse 2 to see what Elijah did,

2 So Elijah went to show himself to Ahab.
There he goes; he is off in obedience. Elijah is not “his own man.” He does not say, “It is my life!” No, he is God’s man and it is God’s life. God created him. God gave him life and he says, “God, whatever you want me to do, that is what I will do. I am going to trust you.” Friends, let us be God’s man or God’s woman. 
When D. L. Moody was a young man he heard a preacher say, “The world has yet to see what a man wholly devoted to God can do.” When D.L. Moody heard that preacher say that, he uttered there, in his seat, “God, may I be that man,” and in that course thousands of lives were changed by God’s instrument and by His grave. Friends, we need men and women who are wholly committed to God without which the church will be impoverished and weakened and a nation will grow increasingly darker. 
The people of God in Elijah’s day had sinned greatly by worshipping another god and they were feeling the sting of God’s righteous response to their sin. They needed light and how was light to come into such a culture? Light will only come into such a culture when the servants of God are willing to set themselves in difficult and dangerous places and say, “God, I am going to trust you and obey you. I am yours.” 

The second truth which encourages us is: God purposefully sets His servants in dangerous places for His glory. It is a part of His plan and we read in Verse 3,
3 And Ahab called Obadiah, who was over the household. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly…)
Here is this wicked, Baal-worshipping king who has a close advisor, perhaps even the closest of advisors because we do not know exactly the role Obadiah played in Ahab’s government, but it must have been a trusted and respected role. God set this God-fearing man inside this Baal-worshipping king’s administration. God loves to use His faithful followers by placing them in key positions in the secular and idolatrous world to accomplish His purposes. It is not a safe place. Obadiah’s life was not in a safe place, but God purposed to use him for His purposes and God intends to use people like you and me to glorify Him and to advance His kingdom in a secular world. 
Many commentators are rough on Obadiah, saying he is a compromising Christian and a half-hearted servant because he is present in wicked Ahab’s administration. I find no warrant in this story to condemn Obadiah sharply. The text plainly tells us he feared the God greatly. I do not know how he survived being so close to King Ahab, but we have to assume, as a result of the description given to him, he remained faithful and he did not compromise the truth in order to be in such a position and he feared God throughout.  
We think of others God has set in strategic positions in Scripture. We think of Joseph in Pharaoh’s court in Genesis. We think of Esther being queen in Ahasuerus’ palace. We think of Daniel as an exalted official in Babylon. God sovereignly sets these individuals in strategic positions to represent Him, even in the midst of a secular world. The secular world has one agenda, but God has another and God’s agenda always wins and usurps the secular agenda.
Obadiah’s position was a difficult and dangerous one. At any time, Ahab could turn on him and have him executed, and Obadiah knows this because of how he responded when Elijah asked him to tell Ahab, “Elijah is here.” Yet, Obadiah did not compromise his spiritual convictions or his ethical standards. Every time in Scripture, where we see God’s servants occupying a unique and strategic position in the secular world, God’s servants influence that world, not by becoming more like the world, but by being incredibly different from the world; by being faithful to God throughout. 
I do not know what place God has “positioned” you in this world. Perhaps it is a very strategic place. That place might be a strategic place in government, in commerce, in a large corporation, in the realm of law, or in the realm of medicine, but here is the principle: a believer’s influence, our influence, upon this world is not dependant upon us adopting the mindset of the world. That is what the world wants to teach us, “You have to be like the world in order to get along with the world and in order to influence the world.” Scripture says that is not true. We do not have to play by this world’s rules in order to have an impact. In fact, the Bible tells us just the opposite; the more we play by this world’s rules in whatever place God has set us, the less true impact we will have and the less powerful influence we will have upon our sphere. The more faithful we are to God and the more focused we are upon the glory of Jesus and of God’s name, the more influence we will have. God will provide us with wisdom to know what to do and how to do it, but all the while our focus is upon serving God in this world. Our influence is dependant upon our agreement with God in our thinking, in our speaking, and in our actions. Look at Obadiah as our example in this as we read Verse 3,
3 …(Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly, 4 and when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD, Obadiah took a hundred prophets and hid them by fifties in a cave and fed them with bread and water.)
God designed to use Obadiah to preserve His prophet’s lives. Obadiah, in love for God, could not sit by and watch the atrocity of mass murder take place. He courageously risked his position and his life in order to protect God’s prophets. If Obadiah had been caught with these prophets, hiding them in caves and bringing them bread and water, what would have happened? He would have lost his life. He was risking everything, but God had placed him there strategically for His purposes at that time. Obadiah did what Cory ten Boom’s family did during the Holocaust in the Netherlands during the 1940s.  

One day In May of 1942, a well - dressed woman came to the ten Boom door with a suitcase in her hand. Nervously, she told ten Boom that she was a Jew and that her husband had been arrested several months before, and her son had gone into hiding. Occupation authorities had recently visited her, and she was too fearful to return home. After hearing about how the ten Booms had helped another family, she asked if she might stay with them, and Casper ten Boom readily agreed. Casper ten Boom was a devoted reader of the Old Testament. He believed the Jews to be “the chosen,” and told the woman, “In this household, God's people are always welcome.” From that day forward Cory ten Boom’s family hid Jews in their home to protect them from the Nazi occupation. In Cory’s case, however, her family was found out and they were sent to concentration camps. Only Cory emerged as a survivor. If you asked Cory’s dad, “Would you do it again,” knowing he lost his own life and his family lost their lives save one, today he would say, “Yes, absolutely. Yes, I would.” Cory ten Boom would say, “Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.” She would say, also, “The measure of a life, after all, is not its duration, but its devotion.”  
Does your faith require courage? When was the last time you did something for God which scared you a bit? Most of us will not have the challenge of hiding God’s prophets, but we are asked to be bold in our testimony for Jesus and accept ridicule in our obedience to Him. We can trust God in His grace and say, “Lord, help me to be ready to serve you in whatever way you see fit. Embolden my soul.”

We read in Verse 5,   

5 And Ahab said to Obadiah, “Go through the land to all the springs of water and to all the valleys. Perhaps we may find grass and save the horses and mules alive, and not lose some of the animals.” 6 So they divided the land between them to pass through it. Ahab went in one direction by himself, and Obadiah went in another direction by himself.

Notice how hard Ahab’s heart is at this point. God’s prophet, three and one half years earlier, had told Ahab, “You are worshipping Baal. That is a sin against the Living God and because of your sin a drought is going to come upon this earth,” and that is exactly what happened. Everyday Ahab had testimony of the veracity of the truthfulness of the prophet’s words. Everyday he got up it was a slow judgment of God. You would think, by this time, Ahab would say, “Yahweh is the Sovereign Lord. Baal does not control the rain. The prophet told me it would not rain and Yahweh would keep it from raining. I have been praying to Baal and there has been no rain. Who is god? I know what the Law of Moses says. It tells me if I turn away from Yahweh and follow after other gods, these kinds of judgment are going to take place.” 

You would think by now, Ahab, after suffering through so much, would say, “Lord, I am a sinner. Would you have mercy upon me?” But, notice in his words there is not a word about God, about his own sin, and there is not a petition for God’s mercy. No, he is resisting God all the more, when he says, “We are in trouble. Let’s find a solution without God.”

I wonder about our own nation. How much trouble will our own nation get into and still resist Him and we will look for human answers and say, “We can find a way without God. It is this strategic plan or that strategic plan. Let us to this and then we will go forward.” 
It was not a brilliant plan Ahab came up with. Ahab is the king and he is out looking for some grass and he has his trusted advisor with him looking for grass. He is not caring about his own people at this point; he is caring about his own animals and that is all. He cares more about the life of his animals than he does about the people over whom he is king. 

Ahab is very much like many people today. Perhaps you are living in rebellion against the God who created you and you are worshipping at the alter of sex, money, power, or prestige. How much of the God’s rod of judgment are you willing to experience before you bow your knee to Him and submit your life to Him? Why do you continue to harden your heart against the God who is willing to be merciful to one who would repent? God is all-powerful and I believe He is showing that to sinners all the time in this world. He is showing that to Ahab, but Ahab is saying, “No, I will not accept it.”

The third truth is: God’s commands come with God’s promises. Someone may ask, “How will I be able to commit myself to God in such a courageous way?” The answer is by setting our eyes on God’s promises. Whenever God gives us a hard task, He also gives us a promise to accompany that task, as we read in Verse 7,
7 And as Obadiah was on the way, behold, Elijah met him. And Obadiah recognized him and fell on his face and said, “Is it you, my lord Elijah?”  4 (He was surprised because no report of Elijah for over three years!)  8 And he answered him, “It is I. Go, tell your lord, ‘Behold, Elijah is here.’”
Many people thought Elijah was dead by now. God now asks Obadiah to do something very hard and dangerous, and Obadiah flinches,
9 And he said, “How have I sinned, that you would give your servant into the hand of Ahab, to kill me? 10 As the LORD your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom where my lord has not sent to seek you. And when they would say, ‘He is not here,’ he would take an oath of the kingdom or nation, that they had not found you. 11 And now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord, “Behold, Elijah is here.”’ 12 And as soon as I have gone from you, the Spirit of the LORD will carry you I know not where. And so, when I come and tell Ahab and he cannot find you, he will kill me, although I your servant have feared the LORD from my youth.” 
Obadiah’s argument is one of faith mixed with doubt. He believes God is going to protect Elijah. He thinks God is going to do it by sending him into another place of concealment. Obadiah is not so sure God is going to protect him. Isn’t that how it often is? We are often confident in God’s ability and His faithfulness to care for and protect others when we are not so confident of God’s ability or faithfulness to protect us. That is where Obadiah was; “I know He is going to protect you, Elijah, but what about me?” Elijah’s word to him was, “You can trust God for yourself as well,” and he says in Verse 15,

15 And Elijah said, “As the LORD of hosts lives, before whom I stand, I will surely show myself to him today.”
God gives Obadiah a promise to accompany His commands. When God commands us to do hard things, He accompanies His command with a promise. I wonder, do the commandments of God seem hard to you, risky, and nearly impossible? They certainly did to Obadiah at this point. 

Perhaps God’s commandments regarding marriage look hard to you. Perhaps God’s commandments about sexual purity look tough right now. Perhaps God’s commandments regarding speaking boldly for Him and acting truly seem ominous. Remember, God’s commandments come with God’s promises and I urge you to find the promise connected to the commandment pressing against your heart.  When you find that promise, grad onto it and hold onto it. 

God said to Abraham, “Go into this country I am going to show you,” which is the hard commandment and then He says, “For I am going to make you a great nation.”
 He said to Moses, “Go and confront Pharaoh and I will be your speech and I will give you words.”
 He says to His Disciples, “Go into all the nations and make disciples,” and He also promised “for, lo, I am with you always even to the end of the age.”
 
I do not know what specific commandment God is pressing against your soul, but whatever it is and however hard it is there is a promise which goes along with it. Find it, embrace it, trust in it, and it will strengthen you to do the Father’s will. 
In the final truth: God always rewards servants who possess courageous faith, as we read in Verse 17. Obadiah does exactly what Elijah requested when he obeys. He believes the promise which allowed Obadiah to go and meet Ahab. Ahab then goes and meets Elijah.
17 When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” 18 And he answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but you have, and your father's house, because you have abandoned the commandments of the LORD and followed the Baals. 19 Now therefore send and gather all Israel to me at Mount Carmel, and the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel's table.” 20 So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered the prophets together at Mount Carmel

This lowly prophet, Elijah, gives Ahab, the king, instructions and the amazing thing is the king follows them. We will discuss that in the next study. 

Ahab blames Elijah for the troubles of Israel. People rebelling against God often blame the trouble in their lives upon the righteous people around them. This is a common habit. God’s Word teaches, however, when we have trouble there exists trouble in this world because sin entered this world, this world is a fallen world, and we should search first to consider sin in our own lives and around us. Ahab didn’t consider that because if he had considered it for a moment, he would have known it was exactly the point of his trouble. 

The point that I wish to close with is God richly rewarded both Obadiah and Elijah’s faith. We will see that in the next study as we read about this confrontation at Mt. Carmel, but for now it is enough to know God wins. God wins. He always does, and because God always wins, He always rewards those who are faithful to Him in the battle. Hebrews 11 says this,

6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.
There are two things we must believe about God: that He exists and He rewards those who seek Him. It is important for us, when God gives us these tasks which are difficult and hard, to say, “God is going to reward me.” Whether you are a freshman in high school having to write a paper which honors God and which may blow up your grade-point average, you must say, “God is going to reward me. I do not know how the teacher is going to respond. That is not the point. The point is God is going to reward me. If I walk in courage and in obedience, I can trust God to absolutely reward me every time.” 
Do you know the Lord Jesus as your personal Savior? God in His mercy offers a way for us to escape the just penalty of our sin, but we need a Savior. God promises us if we humbly come to Him and call upon Jesus, He will rescue us from our sin and He will provide us with eternal life. If you are a child of God through faith in Jesus Christ, I ask you this question, is your faith the kind of faith that is willing to obey God in every circumstance? Are you willing to suffer? Let us seek God and let us seek such a faith we may honor Him in this world.
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