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Elijah on Mount Carmel

 16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab went to meet Elijah. 17 When he saw Elijah, he said to him, “Is that you, you troubler of Israel?” 

 18 “I have not made trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “But you and your father’s family have. You have abandoned the LORD’s commands and have followed the Baals. 19 Now summon the people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.” 

 20 So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel. 21 Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.” 

   But the people said nothing. 

 22 Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of the LORD’s prophets left, but Baal has four hundred and fifty prophets. 23 Get two bulls for us. Let Baal’s prophets choose one for themselves, and let them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. I will prepare the other bull and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. 24 Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of the LORD. The god who answers by fire—he is God.” 

   Then all the people said, “What you say is good.” 

Making good decisions is a key skill in life. Some people are very skilled at making good decisions quickly. A fighter pilot has to. A professional quarterback has to. An ER doctor has to. Without good decisions made quickly an interception is made and a Super Bowl victory vanishes. Without good decisions a patient is misdiagnosed and is left untreated. 

Other people are very skilled at making good decisions very carefully. A prosecuting attorney has to. A research scientist has to. Without good decisions made carefully a key piece of evidence is overlooked and misused. A bloody glove doesn’t fit and a guilty criminal is acquitted. Without good decisions make carefully a light bulb is not invented and a vaccine for polio is not developed. 

Life requires a willingness to make hard but good decisions. Regardless of who we are and what we are doing in this life, making good decisions is a key skill for our lives. This is particularly true in the spiritual realm and the decisions we make in regard to our walk with God. If we do not make good spiritual decisions the consequences of our bad decisions dog us, not only in this present world but they pain us for all of eternity. Most often good spiritual decisions are not easy ones; they are hard and difficult ones. They are difficult because they require courage, faith, and the ability to see things which are unseen. 

One of the temptations we face when spiritual decisions confront us is the temptation to put those decisions off and make those commitments another day. Failing to make a decision is a decision, isn’t it? God’s Word teaches us spiritual indecision in our lives will damage our soul and brings God displeasure. Today, in 1 Kings 18: 17-24, Elijah confronts a people who are unwilling to make a spiritual decision. They want to put it off and wait for another day. 

One humorist observed, “Indecision may or may not be a big problem.” God is very clear indecision is a very big problem. We learn this from the story in Elijah’s life as God calls each one of us to decide, to make a commitment, and to make a decision. He calls us to reject false gods, whatever false gods might be connected to our lives and fully commit ourselves to Him and Him alone. We begin looking at Elijah’s story by asking a very personal question as we approach this text: “Am I wavering between two opinions?” “Am I haltering between two opinions?” “Am I limping about between two decisions?” “Am I deciding to follow God or follow after my own goals?” “Am I going to decide to follow after the God of Scripture or after the gods of this world?” 

A decision confronts each one of us as we read this story: have you decided to follow God completely in your life? The Lord is setting the stage in this famous showdown between Himself and Baal, between His prophet Elijah and the eight hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and Asherah. 

King Ahab has been hunting Elijah for the past three years and he believes Elijah is to blame for all the problems his country is facing. God has supernaturally and sovereignly protected Elijah’s life throughout this three year period so Ahab could not find him, but now the Lord tells Elijah to go and present himself before King Ahab. It is hard command, but a necessary one, and Elijah, both in faith and courage, responds to God’s command and he courageously obeys.

Our story records the tension filled conversation between Elijah and King Ahab when they meet for the first time after three years of time. We consider four spiritual features of this story which jump out at us. These features are given in a story which in 2,900 years old! That is hard to fathom how long that is, but the principles of that old story are more relevant to us today than this morning’s newspaper. 
We will first consider the confusion of a darkened mind in Verses 17 and 18. Second, we will consider the attraction of false god in Verses 19 and 20. Third, we will look at the feature of the call God presents to us for an undivided commitment in Verse 21. Finally, we will look at the problem of spiritual indecision and why it is a huge problem in Verses 21b through 24.

We will first consider the confusion of a darkened mind, as we read in Verse 16,

 16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab went to meet Elijah.

From our previous study, we remember Elijah meets Obadiah who is servant in Ahab’s court and he tells Obadiah, “Go to the king and tell him I am here.”
 Obadiah eventually gets around to doing that and Ahab goes to meet Elijah. In Verse 17, we read,

17 When he saw Elijah, he said to him, “Is that you, you troubler of Israel?” 

What a confused king! He believed all of the troubles which were set upon him as king and upon the nation he is leading are Elijah’s fault. The word “troubler” in Hebrew can be translated “snake”; “You dirty snake, you! You are the cause of all of the problems in this country. If you do not exist we would have peace and prosperity. Everything would be going great, but here you are.” 
There was plenty of trouble in the land and in King Ahab’s life. The three year drought consumed the nation’s resources. They create poverty and disease among the people. It weakened the nation’s military strength. If you have a hard time picturing the trouble happening in the land Ahab was vexed over, think of images of past evening news reports when drought hits various sections of Africa. Famine spreads. Disease spreads. Misery is upon the people. That is what it was like in Elijah’s day and at this time. 

It is not interesting King Ahab would blame Elijah for a drought? A drought is a phenomenon which is beyond the reach of any human being, yet he believed somehow Elijah is to blame. This is not the first time God’s ambassador is blamed for earthly devastation and earthy trouble, and it will not be the last. Remember what the Sanhedrin chanted when they brought Jesus before Pilot? They said, “He stirs up the people. He is guilty of sedition. He claims to be the innocent Son of God,”
 for the trouble they were experiencing. 
Remember, also, Paul and Silas were brought before the city officials in Philippi, and they were accused this way, “These men, Paul and Silas, are Jews and they are disturbing our city. They are the cause of trouble in our town.”

Remember Emperor Nero blamed the Christians for the great fire of Rome in 64 AD.

I like one commentator’s remark, “There is no higher testimony to the consistency of our life than the hearty hatred of the Ahab’s around us.” We ought not to be surprised when some ungodly people accuse believers unjustly and blame the church for the sorrows of this world. 

The Apostle Peter would write in his first letter, in the second chapter,
19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly…22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.
He is saying, “That is a good thing and God is blessing us.” 

It is not logical for King Ahab to blame Elijah, but it does reveal the state of his mind and the state of his mind is that of spiritual darkness. Consider Ahab’s thought process, “I am rebelling against the Lord Yahweh and I have decided to follow Baal. My life is now a mess. My country is in turmoil and I am mad about this. I am particularly angry with the people who follow the God I reject.” If we need evidence of the biblical doctrine of depravity of man, we need only to notice how unredeemed man thinks about life, and the thought process is one of utter darkness. A mind darkened by sin will forever be confused about life. A mind veiled by the Evil One is not able to think its way to the Truth. Everything is upside down in the mind which is darkened by rebellion.

Ahab reminds me of Isaiah’s words, in Isaiah 5,

20 Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for
 darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! 21Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and shrewd in their own sight!

He is saying, “The darkened mind puts everything upside down. They taste something bitter and call it sweet. They taste something sweet and the darkened mind says, ‘That is bitter.’ They look at something which is really good and they say, ‘That is wrong and evil.’ They take something really evil and wrong and they say, ‘This is something really good and it needs to be promoted.’” That is the condition of the darkened mind and we see it all around us, don’t we? If we need any evidence of the depravity of man, let us look at how the “natural” man thinks about life. 

Remember God has given Ahab opportunities to have Light, Yahweh’s Truth shine into his heart, shine into his mind, and give him truth to walk by. When we think of the light God gave to Ahab, and Ahab was warned by God’s prophet of the drought coming because of idolatry, God sent light to Ahab through His prophet Elijah to tell him what was going to happen and why it was going to happen. That is Light! Ahab then saw what God’s prophet said was going to come to pass came to pass. Everyday he woke up he saw the truth of God’s prophet staring him in the face. 

Ahab witnessed the impotence of Baal to answer his prayers. Undoubtedly he called out to Baal the Storm God, “Please bring rain,” and Baal was utterly impotent to avert disaster. Ahab was given ample evidence the Lord God Yahweh was sovereign ruler of Heaven and earth, whose power no man and no other god can frustrate. Even here, in this part of the story, God reaches out in love to wicked Ahab.
Elijah says,

18 “I have not made trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “But you and your father’s family have. You have abandoned the LORD’s commands and have followed the Baals.”
This is a gracious word. Elijah says, “I am representing God and I want you to see the light of God’s truth because you are confused. Your thinking is illogical and it is messed up. It is unreasonable. Here is why and here is Truth, Ahab,” but Ahab did not believe. 

Why didn’t Ahab believe God’s Word? We have so much evidence God’s Word was true. Why didn’t he believe? The answer is, Ahab’s heart was hard and his mind was darkened by his own sin. A person whose heart is hard for God and whose mind is darkened toward sin will forever be confused about life. Jesus confirms this in John 3,

19 “And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.”
Ahab’s problem is not a lack of intellectual evidence. It is a lack of heart-submission. Ahab loved his life of sin too much to acknowledge the Truth. That would destroy his sin if he acknowledged the Truth. God shed light into Ahab’s world but he refused the Light of God because his deeds were evil. The problems people have with the Truth of God and the Gospel are not primarily intellectual, but they are primarily spiritual, for anyone who is willing to humble themselves before God will see God’s glory. God will be gracious to such a one and when they see God’s glory they will come to acknowledge Him as God. No one who is unwilling to humble themselves before God will ever see His glory and will ever make sense of this world and of this life. 

There are two applications to this part of the story. First, we must not be proud in our understanding of God’s Truth. If you have the Truth and you have received the Truth and you are walking in the Truth, there is great joy in that, but we must not be proud of our understanding of God’s Truth. We, as believers, differ from unbelievers in our thinking for one reason: God’s grace. God, in His grace, has opened our blind eyes so we can see that which we otherwise would not be able to see. We are no better than the secular atheist. We are no better than those who worship false gods. God has set His love upon us so we can see. 

Remember Paul’s words in Ephesians 2,

1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.

That is God’s statement about the beginning of every man and woman in this word, so we are sympathetic to the plight of unbelievers in their darkened thinking. We have no cause for boasting, only for praising God for His awakening, life-giving love at work within us. When we rejoice in the truth about life, rather than boasting about our knowledge through our understanding and through our wisdom, we fall down on our face before God in worship and in the enjoyment of Him. 

In the second application we pray for God to open the eyes of those who do not believe. We faithfully proclaim a message which we know will initially be rejected by unregenerate man and those who are spiritually blind. They cannot see its glory and they cannot make sense of it, but we are not ashamed of the Gospel because the Gospel is the power of God to salvation. The Gospel is God’s instrument to open blind eyes and if the Gospel is not proclaimed there is no other instrument which would open the eyes of a person who is blind to spiritual truth to see the Truth. That is why, as believers, even though we know as we are talking to a person whose mind is so darkened, it is very clear to us they are not understanding and accepting what we are saying. Nonetheless, we press on and we proclaim the Gospel because we know God does miracles to open blind eyes and He uses His Gospel to bring that about. In boldness and in gladness we still proclaim the Gospel and we are careful to be faithful to the message because it is the message which God uses to take off the veil which has blinded the hearts of unbelievers. 

The Apostle Paul says, 2 Corinthians 4,

4 In their case (the case of the unredeemed) the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord…

That is what we do. We never try to argue an unbeliever into the Kingdom. We know that is futile, but we are also not fearful of man’s displeasure upon us when we warn people away from false gods. We know that is going to be an offensive message. We do not attempt to convince an unbeliever the Gospel is true apart from prayer and from seeking God’s grace at work within us and through us. 

Have your eyes been opened to see God’s glory? Or, perhaps as better question: do you want your eyes to be opened to see God’s glory in the face of Jesus? Is that a desire of your heart? You may say, “I don’t know if I have ever seen God’s glory in the face of Jesus. I do not know if I have ever been drawn, or attracted, to God in that way.” Do you want to be drawn to that God? Recognize, when you are drawn to that God, that has great implications upon your life. Do you want to see God’s glory in the face of Jesus? If you do, I urge you, upon the basis of Scripture, to call out upon God and say, “God, would you cause these blind eyes of mine to see? Would you shine the light of your glory into my heart so I would see your wonder and I would be drawn to you and I would embrace you as my own God and as my Savior and as my Lord?”

The second feature of the story, as we study it, is the attraction of false gods, as we read,

19 “Now summon the people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.” 

 
20 So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel.

It is interesting Ahab obeys Elijah. We can talk about some of the psychological reasons why Ahab might obey the command Elijah, that lowly prophet, gave to the king, but the truth of the matter is, when it gets to the very bottom reason why Ahab obeyed Elijah, the Lord turned the heart of the king. The Lord designed this to happen and He works so Ahab would follow and obey a commandment of His prophet Elijah.

How many people were attracted to false gods in this story? Let us count them up. There is Ahab; that is one. There are four hundred and fifty prophet of Baal; that is now four hundred fifty one. There were four hundred prophets of Asherah; which makes eight hundred and fifty one. But, we have not counted Verse 20, “So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel…” He knows the people of Israel are also Baal worshippers and he gathers them, also. There are thousands upon thousands who are gathering on top of this high plateau, Mount Carmel, for this “showdown”. 

There has to be some huge draw to the worship of Baal. What caused all of these people, which is a huge crowd, to worship Baal? The percentages are unbelievable! There is one guy standing up for Yahweh and there are thousands upon thousands upon thousands who continue to mix it up with Baal. Why? What is the attraction to Baal? I often ask this question as I watch entertainers who have huge followings. What is the attraction? 
I believe theses gods, Baal and Asherah, appeal to people for three reasons, and these are reasons which are often the appeal of false gods in our world today. First, unredeemed people want a god who will help them to be friends with this world, and Baal and Asherah are certainly that. Unredeemed people fear man’s disapproval; they long for the applause of man. They do not want to be unpopular and these false gods kept them popular and in the stream of the present world.
Remember Kind Ahab and Queen Jezebel threw their political power behind these false gods and Jezebel was feeding these prophets. If you wanted a good job, you needed to have people see you at the Asherah pole in worship. If you wanted the government to leave you alone you needed to have a “Baal” sticker on your cart. Remember, Jezebel put to death every prophet of Yahweh she could find. This is the message, “If you want to get along in this world, worship Baal. That is the way it is done. That is the rule.” This is the message the god’s of this world still convey. Whether those gods are pleasure, drunkenness, power, or money, they say, “You can have your God, too.” The issue was the Israelites had not totally abandoned Yahweh so much as they were abandoning themselves over to Baal as well and we will see that in a moment.
“You can have your God, too, but here are the rules you must play by. If you do not follow these rules you are going to have trouble in this world. We are going to make sure you have trouble in this world. If you do not bow down in our culture to the gods of inclusivism, the gods of secularism, and the gods of naturalism you can expect big trouble in this world.” Being a follower of Jesus requires you to swim upstream and against the flow. 
The second reason I believe these false gods appeal to people is because these false gods let them live the way they want to live. Unredeemed people want a god who will let them live according to their own choices. In many ways Baal was a “party” god. He was a fertility god who “controlled” the storms and the rains, but he encouraged those who worshipped him to do whatever their wicked hearts desired. He emphasized sensual dancing in the midst of worship. He emphasized licentious living. Relationships with prostitutes were part of the cult-worship of Baal. Asherah was thought to be Baal’s sexual partner, so the worship of both ignited sexual passions among the people. The worship of Baal was so overruled by sexual frenzy they would sacrifice their own children in the worship of Baal. They were so ignited with lust in their hearts they gave over every meaningful human relationship. Sexual pleasure dominated their lives to such a degree it affected every human relationship; everything was sacrificed at the alter in the pursuit of pleasure and sensuality. They wanted to do their own thing and live their lives as they pleased.  They wanted to satisfy their own desires and they did not want to worry about some “God” putting a damper on their life and their independent choices. 

Today, unredeemed man still wants a god who encourages them to live the way they want to live and woe be to the God who would stand in the way of those independent decisions! But, friends, the worship of the true God does not give us over to sin. God would not love us if He did give us over to sin. Sin destroys the soul. The worship of the true God causes us to pursue the beauty of purity, wholeness, and righteousness. Sin brings death and God will not allow that among His people. Beware of thinking true worship can be combined with impure living. It cannot. 

Remember the Holy Spirit’s words to the church at Thyatira in Revelation 2,

20  “But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols. 21 I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her sexual immorality. 22 Behold, I will throw her onto a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they repent of her works…”
This is a 1st Century writing, nine hundred years after the incident, and He is referring to a woman who lived nine hundred years prior.

In the 1st Century there was a Jezebel and in the 21st Century there are Jezebel’s which allure us. It is impossible to worship the Holy God while living a life which is given over to sensual lust. No one can live after their own pleasures and worship the True God at the same time. If we commit ourselves to living a life of sensual pleasure then we are worshipping at the alter of Baal and Asherah. Unredeemed man likes that kind of god and he or she is attracted to it. 
The last reason there is such an attraction is unredeemed people want a god who lets them earn his favor. For Baal or Asherah, if you dance long enough around these Asherah poles and the alters of Baal, and if you offered sacrifices, Baal would smile upon you, give you credit, and you would merit his favor. Baal was a religion, like all false religions, of human merit. If you followed Baal’s rules then you earned his favor. 
This is not true of the worship of the God of the Bible. It is true we can act in such a way so as to merit God’s disfavor and His condemnation, but we can never act in such a way as to merit His favor. Later in the story, this is going to be interesting because the test God gives to Elijah is not the test of burning down a big tree on Mount Carmel or the test of opening a big hole in the ground. It is a test which has to do with a sacrifice. He wanted to bring the people back to this thought, “Do you approach Me upon the basis of grace. Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. The sacrifice has to be made and I am giving you a sacrifice as an act of grace, a sacrifice of a bull which will ultimately point to the sacrifice of a Son, who shed His blood upon a cross so unredeemed man might have a relationship with the Living God.” Unregenerate man wants a religion of merit!

The third feature of the story is the call to an undivided commitment, as we read in Verse 21,

21 Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.” 

The people were not walking straight and tall with God. They were limping along like a drunken person, staggering to and fro. One step was toward Baal and the next step was toward God a little bit. That is the picture. They are wavering, haltering, and limping. How is your walk with God? On Sunday morning do you stagger over here to church and think, “Okay, I am okay,” but you are still drunk because of the lack of commitment and spiritual confusion. Monday morning comes and you still stagger over there. How long will you stagger between two opinions? That is the question. 

The people had not openly rejected Yahweh altogether. They just refused to make a decision. They did not think they had to make a choice. They thought they could serve both, so they tempted to be loyal to the Lord in some ways, but also to the false gods of the culture. They were double-minded men and woman, unstable, faltering, and limping in all of their ways. 

They had forgotten God had said He was a jealous God and He would not share His glory with another.
 They had forgotten God had said, after delivering His people out of Egypt, “I am the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before me.”
 They had forgotten that forty years after Moses was given the Law on Mount Sinai, when they were about to enter into the Land, God again said, in Deuteronomy 6,

13 It is the LORD your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and by his name you shall swear. 14 You shall not go after other gods, the gods of the peoples who are around you— 15 for the LORD your God in your midst is a jealous God…

They had forgotten these words and so many more God had graciously given them, so they would forever make a decision, a choice, to follow the Lord for God does not accept a divided heart. We cannot win the smile of the world and the smile of God at the same time. The first and greatest Commandment is, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.”
 How long will you go on limping and waivering between two opinions?
God’s Word to us is very politically incorrect. God is communicating there is only one “right” religion and that is shocking to this culture. You say that in the street and people will gasp, “What did I just hear you say?” The Word of God is very clear: there is only one right religion and its faith has been delivered to us through God’s Word; it is Jesus, God’s Son, dying upon a cross, and it is faith in Him. 
Elijah was not trying to work out a compromise with the Baal’s, “Let’s meet together and dialogue. We will work out things together. Maybe we will find a middle ground.” That is not Elijah because that is not truth. Truth cannot be mixed with error to come up with a “new truth”. Truth has to confront and defeat error in order for Truth to win. That is the Gospel and that sets us radically apart from our culture, but that is God’s message. From a truth perspective, one of these two faiths could be right, but both of them could not be right. You have to choose.
Dorothy Sayers writes, “In the world it is called ‘tolerance’, but in Hell it is called ‘despair’. The sin which believes in nothing hates nothing, finds purpose in nothing, lives for nothing, and remains alive because there is nothing for which it will die.” 

According to the Bible there are not many paths to God or many ways to express worship to God. Jesus says, in John 14,

6 “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
Here is Elijah’s counsel, “Make a choice. You have to make a choice and base your choice upon the truth, whatever truth is. If the Lord is true, worship Him.” Elijah is not wondering because he knows the Lord is true, but he is saying, “Make your decision upon the truth and not upon your emotions and not upon the way you want it to be, but based your choice of the god you are going to worship upon the basis of what is true.” 

This is no minor these throughout Scripture. Remember Joshua issued similar words some five hundred years prior to Elijah. He called upon the people, in Joshua 24,
14 “Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15…But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”
It is a choice and a decision set before us. The point made here is we have to make a clear, decision. Jesus said, in Matthew 6,


 24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other…”
You cannot sit on the fence anymore and I ask, “Are you?” Many people limp along through their lives sitting on the fence, never making a radical commitment. Do you have one foot planted near the cross and one foot planted near the gods of this world? As such, it is not possible to maintain that.

The last feature is the problem of spiritual indecision. Notice what the people did. Elijah asked them how long they would go on limping between two opinions and at the end of Verse 21 we read,

21 But the people said nothing. 

What a guilty silence! They were unwilling to make a commitment. Elijah presents a question and they just look at him, unwilling and frozen by their divided hearts. What a pitiful spiritual condition. 

I want to give you three reasons to stop living that way, if that is where you are, and make a decision. First, spiritual indecision on our part is foolish because it keeps us from being saved. Unless we commit our way to the Lord we cannot count on God’s redeeming love transforming our heart. We must turn from idols in order to turn to the True and Living God. We cannot worship both idols, the idols of our heart and the God of Scripture. God loves us too much to allow us to keep our idols with us. Have you been indecisive about making the commitment to the Lord Jesus as your Savior? Indecision will keep you from salvation and eternal life and it is a terrible, terrible result. 

Second, spiritual indecision on our part is foolish because it keeps others from God’s saving grace; it harms others spiritually. I suppose nothing is more harmful to the witness of Jesus in this world than the presence of people in the church who try to love God and love the gods of this world at the same time. These are the hypocrites the world complains about over and over again. These are the ones the world looks at and says, “See, if that is what Christianity is like and if that is what the God of the Bible is all about, I do not want any part of it.” Spiritual indecision on your part harms other people drastically, and, worst of all, it harms people you love dearly. It will harm your children and you do not even know it. It is time to make a commitment.

Last, spiritual indecision on our part is foolish because it is an insult to the One who died to rescue us. Jesus shed His own blood to purchase all of our hearts. Why do we think it is right to give Him one-half of a heart and hold back the other one-half for ourselves? It is an insult to the Savior who loves us and we cannot call Him Savior and treat Him with such contempt.

Paul wrote to the church in Rome, “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, for this is a reasonable and logical act of worship.”
 The bottom line is we need to make a decision and a choice. I ask you, what is keeping you from making a rock-solid commitment to the Lord Jesus? 
Elijah makes this message from God so practical and so personal to us. It is a sharp-ended stick he jabs us with, but it is a stick which is given for our good. Elijah draws near to the people. He didn’t stand up on a big rock, but he got right in the midst of them and said, “How long will you limp between two opinions?” He gets right in their faces. I want to get into your face with this study, not because I am angry with you but because I care about you and your soul. Elijah got near to the people and said, “How long is it going to be you are going to continue to waiver this way? Do you not know what you are doing to your own soul? Do you not know what you are doing to this Nation and the people around you?”
It is pretty simple isn’t it? Elijah does not say, “If the Lord is God, go to church. If the Lord is God, read your Bible every so often. If the Lord is God, think about it and think it over.” No, Elijah said, “If the Lord is God, worship Him. Commit yourself and worship Him.” 

Have you come to the knowledge the Lord is God? Then, worship Him. 

God is extending His grace to His people and He sets up a contest which has to do with a sacrifice. It reminds us God gives us a way forward to meet Him and to know Him. The way is a way of grace. It is through a sacrifice which was presented upon a cross. It is a sacrifice of God’s own Son so our sin might be forgiven and we might have life.

Not long ago we took a vacation to Sedona, Arizona. It was in the mid-70’s and there was a pool outside. It was sunny out and the temperature was right on the edge so I got my swimming trunks on. Jackson wanted to go swimming and I told Jackson I was not sure if I was going to get into the water or not. What did I do? I stuck my toe in the water and it was not encouraging. Jackson yelled, “Come on in, Dad. It isn’t too bad!” I had a decision to make: I either had to stay out of the pool or get in. Because I love my son, I jumped into the pool. It did feel okay after awhile. It is okay to stick your toe in and test the temperature and make sure before you decide, but there comes a time you have stuck your toe in for so long, you realize you are not going to get anymore information. It is time for a decision; it is “decision day”. What am I going to do? It is either jump in or walk away. 
Have you jumped into the grace of God and of Jesus? I call you to that today.
� 1 Kings 18:8


� Luke 22:60 – 23:3


� Acts 16:19b-21


� Exodus 20:5


� Exodus 20:2-3


� Deuteronomy 6:5


� Romans 12:1





