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The Prophets of Baal Defeated

 20 So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered the prophets together at Mount Carmel. 21 And Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long will you go limping between two different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.” And the people did not answer him a word. 22 Then Elijah said to the people, “I, even I only, am left a prophet of the LORD, but Baal’s prophets are 450 men. 23 Let two bulls be given to us, and let them choose one bull for themselves and cut it in pieces and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it. And I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood and put no fire to it. 24 And you call upon the name of your god, and I will call upon the name of the LORD, and the God who answers by fire, he is God.” And all the people answered, “It is well spoken.” 25 Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it first, for you are many, and call upon the name of your god, but put no fire to it.” 26 And they took the bull that was given them, and they prepared it and called upon the name of Baal from morning until noon, saying, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was no voice, and no one answered. And they limped around the altar that they had made. 27 And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud, for he is a god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” 28 And they cried aloud and cut themselves after their custom with swords and lances, until the blood gushed out upon them. 29 And as midday passed, they raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation, but there was no voice. No one answered; no one paid attention.

 30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” And all the people came near to him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that had been thrown down. 31 Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD came, saying, “Israel shall be your name,” 32 and with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD. And he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two seahs of seed. 33 And he put the wood in order and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the wood. And he said, “Fill four jars with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the wood.” 34 And he said, “Do it a second time.” And they did it a second time. And he said, “Do it a third time.” And they did it a third time. 35 And the water ran around the altar and filled the trench also with water. 

 36 And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet came near and said, “O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, and that I am your servant, and that I have done all these things at your word. 37 Answer me, O LORD, answer me, that this people may know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back.” 38 Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt offering and the wood and the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, “The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is God.” 40 And Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape.” And they seized them. And Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon and slaughtered them there.

A.W. Tozier writes, “What comes to our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us. The history of mankind will probably show no people has ever risen above its religion and man’s spiritual history will positively demonstrate no religion has ever been greater than its idea of God. Worship is pure or base as the worshipper entertains high or low thoughts of God. For this reason, the gravest before the church is always God Himself. And, the most portentous fact about any man is not what he, at a given time, may say or do, but what he, in his deep heart, concedes God to be like. We tend, by a secret law of the soul, to move toward our mental image of God.”
I agree. What comes to our minds when we think about God is the most important think about us, for our thoughts about God drive every thing else in our life. Our thoughts about God will define our values. They establish our relationships. They will guide our family life. They determine our priorities and they shape our character. It is vital, therefore, we pursue a true knowledge of the great God who reveals Himself in Sacred Scripture. 

It is valuable for us to invest ourselves in studying God’s Word so we might think great thoughts and worthy thoughts about God, and those thoughts will fill us so as to affect every part of our living. 

This past Sunday, the Buffalo Bills football team, one of the worst teams in the National Football League, nearly defeated the Pittsburgh Steelers, one of the very best teams in the league. The Bills had made a dramatic comeback to tie the game in the closing moments and send the game into overtime. It appeared they were going to win the game when the Bills quarterback threw a pass into the end zone to a wide-open Steve Johnson. The catch should have been an easy one, but Johnson dropped the pass. In the next series of plays, as the possession changed, the Steelers went on to win the game; a crushing defeat. Oh, the agony of defeat!

After the game, Steve Johnson, the wide receiver who dropped the pass, added grievously to his errors of that day by making a post on his Twitter page. Johnson was angry with God for what had happened that day, and he wrote to God in his “tweet” in capital letters. Capital letters in a tweet is the equivalent of a shout. He wrote these words, “I PRAISE YOU 24/7!!!!!! AND THIS IS HOW YOU DO ME!!!!! YOU EXPECT ME TO LEARN FROM THIS??? ILL NEVER FORGET THIS!! EVER!!! THX THO…” Poor Steve Johnson! Poor, poor Steve Johnson! 
His post reveals three fatal errors in his thinking about God and such low thoughts of God driving his life. The first error is God’s righteousness is something I can on my own and one which I do achieve on my own. He began his post by saying, “I PRAISE YOU 24/7!!!!!!” I do not know Mr. Johnson, but I do know this boast is not true. God tells us “all have sinned and fallen short of His glory;”
 we all deserve His judgment
 and none of us praise God “24/7”. That is our goal, but none of us live up to that goal. Our failure is a serious failure. Our failure to worship God “24/7” causes us to merit God’s judgment upon our lives. Our own righteousness and our own attempts to live up to that standard will always fall short. They will always fail so we can never merit God’s blessing upon our lives.
Many, however, are like Steve Johnson in they do not think they deserve God’s judgment. Instead, they think they deserve only blessing upon blessing upon blessing from Him. They think they have lived the kind of life which is worthy of Heaven and of God’s smile, but, friends, that is never ever true.

The second error Steve Johnson made was the error of thinking, “God is my debtor.” Mr. Johnson believed God “owed” him as he writes, “AND THIS IS HOW YOU DO ME!!!!!” Friends, God owes no man anything save His justice. 

We owe God as our Creator. We owe Him everything because without God we would not be. We would be a big “nothing”. God never owes us and until we understand we are the ones who are in debt to God, we will never approach Him humbly for His salvation and for His grace. God, in His mercy, has sent His own Son into this world to give us life, but only those who acknowledge their need for God’s mercy and for God’s grace will benefit from the Savior God has given. 
The third error I want to talk about in regards to Mr. Johnson’s tweet is the error of thinking God exists to fulfill my dreams and God is a “Ritch-centered” God, a man-centered God, a “me-centered” God. 

Mr. Johnson believes God should be concerned for Mr. Johnson’s glory, but that is not the God of Scripture. The God of Scripture is passionate about His own glory and not ours. To a wondering Israel, in Ezekiel 36, God says,

22 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you came. 23 And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord…”
God is a God-centered God. God created us to bring Himself glory, as Isaiah 43 says,
7everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory…Romans 11:36 For from him and through him and to him are all things.(AR) To him be glory forever. Amen.
God treasures the advance of His own name. This is the theme we began in the previous study when we started this story, this historical narrative, and this event in history where Elijah is called to engage in on Mount Carmel in 1 Kings 18. In the story, God reveals He is the God who advances His own glory in the face of false worship. We find God’s love for His own glory does benefit us and it brings purpose into our lives. It keeps us from throwing our lives after something which is empty, in vain, futile, and foolish. In the story, God places His glory on display in five specific ways.
In the previous study, we discussed two ways in which God demonstrates His glory in this event. In this study we will discuss the next three ways. In the previous study we saw God display His glory in the confrontation. Remember how God called Elijah to confront King Ahab, a king who had wondered away from true worship and into idolatry. Elijah tells King Ahab to gather all the prophets of Baal, as well as the prophets of Asherah, these two foreign deities, together and challenged them to a showdown on Mount Carmel. King Ahab complies from Elijah’s instructions and we learn from this confrontation God is not willing to cede His glory over to another. He does not make peace with idols and we cannot, either, if we follow Him. We must confront idols which lure and tempt us to draw us away. We must submit our lives to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

We also discussed God is displaying His glory through the contest. Elijah defines the parameters of this contest. He tells the prophets of Baal to sacrifice a bull upon the alter they built and he builds his own alter to sacrifice a bull, and the God who answers by fire, whomever’s God consumes that sacrifice by fire, He is God. 
Here, again, we learn many truths about false worship. We learn it is possible to be very sincere in worship and very zealous in worship and yet be very wrong in our worship and dishonor God through our worship. It is important not only that we worship, but how we worship.

In this study we will consider the last three elements of ways in which God displays His glory through the construction of an alter, through the consuming fire which burns up the sacrifice, and through the condemnation of the false prophets.

When Baal did not respond to the four hundred and fifty prophets who for three hours were praying, dancing, and leaping around the alter, calling for Baal to send fire from heaven to consume the sacrifice and Baal did not answer them a word, there was no response whatsoever, Elijah begins to mock them, as we read in Verse 27,
27 And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud, for he is a god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.”

The false prophets acted upon Elijah’s rather sarcastic advice and they began to call out louder, and in Verse 28,

28 And they cried aloud and cut themselves after their custom with swords and lances, until the blood gushed out upon them. 29 And as midday passed, they raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation, but there was no voice. No one answered; no one paid attention.

I want to give you a word concerning the false prophets cutting themselves with swords and lances before we consider Elijah’s construction of the alter. I believe there is an important application for us to consider. 
This story reminds me of an account in Mark 5 in which Jesus rescues the man who had been possessed by a legion of demons. Prior to being set free, Mark in his account of Jesus' life, tells us,

5 Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out and cutting himself with stones.

I want you to observe how destructive the god’s of this world are. Idols tempt us away from the worship of the true God for the purpose, truly, of destroying ourselves. We know, from the previous study, there are no such things as “true” false gods, but behind the manufacture of false gods is the demonic world: the Devil and his minions. They paint pictures of false gods which are not real at all, but they are pictures which are deceptive and luring and cause many to look at these false gods as though they are real and have the answers for life. In this culture, false gods took the form of idols shaped out of wood and stone. In our own culture, they may not be material idols so much as they are still idols of the heart: money, passions and pleasures which are sinful and ungodly, power, self-focus, and self-centeredness. These are idols which take the place of the Living God in our heart for worship.

By nature, Satan himself is a murderer. He is a destroyer. He seeks to deceive us not so he can bless us but he seeks to deceive us so he can hurt and harm us. This is on full display and illustration in this story and in Mark 5. 
Here are these sincere worshippers. They believe in Baal and they want to do whatever Baal asks them to do. Baal has them cut themselves and pierce themselves with lances and swords to the point blood gushes out. This is true, as well, of this demoniac in Mark 5. Satan will use anything in his dark power to lure us away from the Lord. He may use fleshly pursuits such as money or sex. He may use intoxicating powers of alcohol or drugs. He may us the spirit of rebellion welling up on our hearts. He may use some form of spiritism or divination, such as the prophets of Baal were participating in, thinking we can connect to divine power and have God’s knowledge through some dark heart. Today, the practices of witchcraft, spiritism, and clairvoyance through ouija boards, séances, and all kinds of things deceive many and lure many away from the true worship of the Living and True God, but, rest assured, these practices are from the same strain and that is a sour-destroying strain. The demonic realm deceives those who have strayed from true worship and to hurt and to kill.
This business of cutting one’s own flesh, in the Elijah account and in the demoniac’s account in Mark 5, frame this deadly goal of Satan for us so we can see it so very clearly. How cruel are these false gods? Today, there is a very serious problem of cutting many teenagers succumb to. Young people, I want you to know, this practice of cutting, while it has elements of one’s emotional life and one’s family life and relationship, is rooted in spiritual causes. If you are tempted toward cutting your own body, or if you have succumbed to this temptation in the past, I urge you to seek God’s grace. Do not keep that quiet and to yourself, but seek God’s grace by talking to your parents, a spiritual counselor, or someone who knows God and who will be able to you find Him. If you know someone who is cutting themselves, let them know Jesus can help them because He is the Savior who can rescue them. 

This is a very serious spiritual issue from which God is able to deliver, and when we find God in Jesus we discover He will never require anything from us which will harm us. That is a false-god’s kind of worship. Jesus desires our holiness so we can be joyful know and forever.

God displays His glory in the construction of the alter, as we read in Verse 30,

30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” And all the people came near to him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that had been thrown down.

Elijah draws near the people. He administers up close and personally with a people who were presently in rebellion. He did not wish ill upon them. He was not cursing them. He was ministering to these people who had given themselves over to gross sexual immorality, to gross idolatry, and all kinds of destructive practices, including child sacrifice, and instead of getting in their face and yelling and screaming, he gently and lovingly calls this people close to him, to draw near to him, so he might present to them the mercy of God. He knows his people need God’s grace in their life and he wants to be a minister of grace. What an example Elijah sets for us as we minister to family and friends in this dark world. 
We do not compromise the truth. That never takes place in the Scripture, but neither are we hardened in bitterness toward those who sin. We keep our hearts soft toward sinners and we wish to gently help them find God’s mercy. Unbelievers should know us by two attributes: first, by the attribute of our love for God and for His truth, and, secondly, by our gentleness and our love for them. 

Sometimes our love for God’s and His truth will cause unbelievers to hate us and I understand that, but their hatred should be because we love God’s truth and not because we lack gentleness or because we lack patience. 

After calling the people near to him, Elijah re-builds this alter, an alter to the Lord, which one time was a place of worship, but had been broken down, had been torn down. Before the Tabernacle was erected in Israel, as we remember that time in Israel’s history, sacrifices could be offered to God at multiple sites. The patriarchs built alters wherever they could for any length of time because their life to center around God, around His worship, and around His glory. These alters in Israel represented a people who were committed to walking with God, committed to communing with God, committed to honoring God, committed to obeying God, and committed to following God. 
The alters speak of communion and intimate fellowship with the Living God. The broken alter, however, also symbolized a spiritual condition in this nation. The broken alter was a sober witness to the rejection of God by His people. They had wondered away from Him and were now living in open rebellion against Him. They spoke of a people who, at one time, had been walking with God, but now were no longer walking with God. 
This decision seems to be a gradual one and one which slipped into, inch by inch, and away from their allegiance to the Lord as God, and becoming more and more loyal to the idols which had lured them into loyalty and into worship. The very places, however, which had been once places of commitment, consecration, faith, and joy in God’s presence, were now crumbling reminders of their own neglect of God, of their own spiritual adultery, and from their wondering away from His presence. These alters were broken down by a people’s disobedience, disloyalty, spiritual apathy, and idolatry. The people were responsible for the condition of these alters.

In fact, if we turn ahead to 1 Kings 19, Elijah noted and makes known, 

10 “…the people have thrown down your alters and killed the prophets.”

King Ahab and Queen Jezebel were the leaders at that time, but the people were the responsible party in the tearing down these alters which had once been the place of worship and in the killing of the prophets of the True God. 
In what condition are the alters of your life? Are those alters still being used as places of consecration, commitment, faith, and joy? Have they been abandoned and dilapidated? Have they fallen apart and been town down? Are these alters still sources of hope and healing? Are they symbols of the neglect of God in your life and symbols of your wondering from Him? 
You may respond, “As pastor, you are speaking in symbols. Speak plainly and clearly.” I will be glad to do that. For many of you, you once had alters in your life where you met God and consecrated yourself to Him, worshipped Him, served Him, and enjoyed Him. These were places where God met you, communed with you, and showed Himself to be true and real. 
An alter may have been a commitment you made in high school, when you were at a youth camp, and God met you in such a living and dramatic way, it had a dramatic impact upon the course of your life and the decisions of your life. You decided, then and there, to follow Jesus and never, ever leave Him and you remained in that commitment for years. Now you look back upon that alter and it is broken and no longer a place of commitment and consecration you return to. 

The alter may have been a morning appointment you kept with God for years, and somewhere along the line you decided, “I am going to set aside this part of my day to walk God and talk with Him,” and for years you enjoyed Him in that place. But, somewhere along the line, that alter became unused and neglected. You look back at that alter in your life and see it is completely broken down. It no longer is a place where you meet God. 
That alter may have been a family discipline of opening God’s Word with your wife, your husband, or your children. There were times, when they were little, when you did this often with your spouse or your children and it brought life into your soul and into that family unit. But, you look back upon that alter and it is broken down, unused, and neglected.

That alter may have been a commitment to serve God and to speak boldly for Him, a commitment to evangelize and share the Gospel, and that commitment kept your faith sharp, alive, living, and vibrant. 

These alters, at one time, had been places where you constantly renewed your faith and you kept making a daily commitment to live a God-centered life and a God-saturated life, but now you look back upon those alters and that time, which was once so vibrant and so important, seem now so distant and only a faded memory of a time in the distant past. You cannot remember the last time you opened your Bible with your spouse and had that kind of fellowship you once enjoyed. 

You cannot remember a time when you enjoyed sitting in God’s presence in the morning, taking some time worshipping, praying, and singing praises to Him and listening to what He says to you. You look back on the alters of your life and you see they are broken, symbols of our neglect in our wondering. 
What are the conditions of the alters in your life which were once places of such joy? If you confess the alters of your life have been broken down and are now desolate, I can tell you what happened. It is what always happens when places of worship break apart. Our alters are broken down from spiritual neglect, from divided loyalty, from self-focus, from self-sufficiency, and from particular sin. What can be done with these broken alters? Here is the word of hope, in Verse 30,

 30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.”

This was an offer to all the people. They came to him and what happened? He repaired the alter of the Lord. This is where we must begin if we are to renew our personal spiritual life, our family’s spiritual life, our church’s spiritual life, and our nation’s spiritual life. We must begin with the rebuilding of these alters, the places where we meet with God, commit ourselves to Him, and commune with Him. We must go back to those places God has given us to strengthen our faith and to strengthen our hope and our love for Him. 
Such rebuilding is not easy. I will not tell you it is. Rebuilding requires a commitment to turn from sin and idols which caused the alters to break apart in the first place. We cannot merely push those sins of our past under a rug and say, “Let’s just pretend they didn’t happen.” No, we have to deal with them, bring them out before God and confess them. Often times we must bring them out before other people whom we have sinned against and that is often even harder, but if we wish to have the alters rebuilt we must begin by dealing with sin and idolatry and that will take spiritual courage on your part. Are you ready for it? I can tell you it is always worth it.

I wish to share with you a story which may help us to understand the kinds of things, not this thing in particular which happened in one person’s life, which undoubtedly will be necessary if we are to rebuild the alters of worship in our own life and consecrate ourselves to the Lord. 

Several weeks ago a young woman in our church asked for some time to talk with me. We met and she shared the Lord had recently been working so strongly in her life. Early in her college years, he walk with God was so strong, but over the course of time, toward the end of her college years and early in her career, she had drifted in her faith and in her zeal for God. She was not walking a life of worldliness per se, but she knows the conditions of the alters in her life were not what they once were. 

The Lord was personally speaking to her in church as she was convicted about her need to consecrate her life holy over to God, and the Lord spoke to her very specifically about a sin she had committed in college. As a student, she was given an assignment in an English class to perform three acts of kindness on campus and write about them. The deadline came and she had not done these three acts of kindness, but she needed to write the paper. She wrote the paper as though she had committed these three acts of kindness in the first person narrative. She turned it in and received a great grade on the paper. She went about her merry way.

She graduated and received a great job in Peoria as a result of her degree, a job which she now very much enjoys. But, when she would come to church to worship God, God would convict her of that sin and of her need to deal with that sin specifically. She had confessed it to God, but God said, “That is not enough!” 

She came to talk with me and she said, “Many of my Christian friends and Christian acquaintances tell me when I talk about this, I have an over active conscience. I need to set it aside and forget about it.” 

I shared with her Matthew 5, which says,

23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.”
I said, “The answer is pretty simple and I believe you already know it.” She said, “Yes, I believe I do.” I told her, “You need to go back to your school and confess your sin. Of course, you know the school could come down very hard upon that. They could take away your degree. If they took away your degree you would probably loose your job.” She said, “Yes, I know that is what could happen.”
I expected her to do something within the next month or so. She e-mailed me the next morning she was traveling to her school that day. She had set up an appointment with the head of the department and the next day she got into her car and drove those hours back to her college. She talked with the head of the department concerning what she had done. Later she let me know, “God was so very good. It turned out great!”

I share that story because it relates to the kinds of things we must be willing to do if we are to rebuild the alters of worship in our lives. We can trust God for the outcome and we can always know reengaging with God in a vital way is worth any perceived price. 
In Verse 31, we read,

31 Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD came, saying, “Israel shall be your name,” 32 and with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD. And he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two seahs of seed.

Remember, at this point, the Nation of Israel is divided. King Ahab is ruling over ten tribes and that is where Elijah is living. There are two tribes in the Southern Kingdom, so it is a divided kingdom. Elijah takes twelve stones and not ten, and that is important because God is displaying His glory in the construction of this alter. He is saying, “I desire the unity of my people and I want you to build an alter which represents that unity which one day will take place.”

This reminds us, practically, disunity among God’s people is so very grievous and we need to do everything in our power to maintain the unity of the Spirit,
 

4 There is one body and one Spirit…5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
Let us make sure as we rebuild these alters we are taking twelve stones, which is the unity of the church and the unity of God’s family. 

God also displays His glory in the consuming fire, as we read Verse 33,

33 And he put the wood in order and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the wood. And he said, “Fill four jars with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the wood.” 34 And he said, “Do it a second time.” And they did it a second time. And he said, “Do it a third time.” And they did it a third time. 35 And the water ran around the altar and filled the trench also with water. 

Why is this process such a process that all this water is soaking this sacrifice and everything around it? It is because God loves to demonstrate the power of His glory and nothing is impossible with Him. When we obey Him we can trust Him to do that which is impossible. God delights to honor that kind of bold faith which believes God can do anything and when God directs us to do something He will give us the power and He will provide the energy to fulfill it. 

I would ask you to pray for this kind of bold faith in your spiritual leaders. In your pastors, your leaders, your elders, ask for this kind of faith and ask for it in your own life. Often times the people of God fail to see the glory of God because we are unwilling to believe God does the impossible. Let us learn to obey Him in all things. 

In Verse 37, we read,

37 Answer me, O LORD, answer me, that this people may know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back.”
Notice the energy, the zeal, and the passion. Notice what is driving Elijah’s praying. There has been a drought for three and one-half years. If we had been in a drought for three and one-half years and you began your prayers to God, what might you begin with? “Lord, send rain!” That might be how you would begin your praying, but that is not how Elijah began with his praying. He had the heart of a man who understands what prayer is all about: it is the pursuit of God’s glory and he begins with a zeal for the name of the Lord. Before physical blessing comes, he desires, first and foremost, God receives worship. Our praying will forever be lifeless until our hearts are aflame with a passion for God’s name. We continue with Verse 38,

38 Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt offering and the wood and the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.

This fire symbolizes God’s righteous response for sin. God is a consuming fire and He will vindicate His holiness and will reveal His justice. Notice in His wrath, God remembers mercy. The fire did not fall upon the people. God would have been just to send out a big fireball and judge all of the people who had been so resistant to His Word and so neglectful of the worship of Him, but God does not do that. What does God do? He sends this fire down upon the sacrifice and it reminds us of what Jesus did for us on Mount Calvary. God wrath and His right response for our sin was not placed upon us, but it was pour out and placed upon Jesus.

God will have a right response to our sin and either His righteous response, the fire of judgment, will fall upon us as sinners or it will fall upon a substitute and a sacrifice for our sin. The Scripture says our God is a consuming fire.
 The fire of God fell upon His Son Jesus so you and I would never need to experience His consuming wrath upon us. We will benefit from Jesus' sacrifice only in as much as we place our faith in the Lord Jesus for God’s sovereign mercy. 

Have you benefitted from the death of Jesus which God has given to you as a solution for your sin? Have you trusted personally in Jesus as your Savior and Lord?
The final display we want to look at in this study is how God displays His glory in the condemnation. We will consider this further in the next study, but we read of the people’s reaction in Verse 39 and Elijah’s response in Verse 40,
39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, “The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is God.” 40 And Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape.” And they seized them. And Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon and slaughtered them there.

What were the prophets of Baal doing? They were keeping silent and their silence was shouting they were refusing to acknowledge God, even the face of such evidence. They said, “No, we are not going to acknowledge the Lord is God. We will not.”
If they would have humbled themselves and confessed their sins around that alter, God would have forgiven them. God’s glory is on full display in the condemnation. God will not allow evil to rule and exist forever; He will put an end to it. He does not compromise with evil. Heaven is not filled with sin and sorrow because God is a righteous judge and He will not allow sin and evil to continue. 

If we refuse to relinquish our sin then we will be judged in our sin and God is glorified in it because our sins will not endure forever. They will be cut off and as one who has received God’s mercy, in all of God’s mercy and in none of my merit, I am so thankful my sins one day will forever be put away. One day, when I see Christ, I will never sin again because God is serious about putting an end to sin because sin is sorrow and sin is death.

Have you trusted in Jesus as your Savior and have you consecrated yourself to Him? I leave you with the challenge Elijah gave in Verse 21, and we will let this rest upon our souls,

21 And Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long will you go limping between two different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.”
Choose this day who you will serve. God is a Living God who delights to bless His people.
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