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Simeon is such a great example for us of hope and of faith. We do not know much about him, and in fact, all we know is found in these verses. 

21And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

Jesus Presented at the Temple

 22And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,


29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
    
according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation
31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
   and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”

As a child I remember waking up on Christmas morning, around 4:30 am, and rushing into my mom and dad’s bedroom asking, “Is it time yet?” “No, go back to sleep.” I would trudge back to my rook and lie down. I could not sleep and I would be thinking over my wish list and wonder what gifts awaited me under the tree. I would wait for what seemed like an eternity to me, as a young child, and around 5:00 am, I would race back into my parent’s room and again ask, “Is it time yet?” “No! And don’t come back until 7:30 am!” “7:30 am?!?!?”, I thought to myself. What was wrong with mom and dad? How could they wait and how could they stay in bed that late on Christmas morning? It made no sense to me. I would pledge to myself, “When I get old, I am going to be as excited on Christmas morning as I am right now! I will always wake up early and I will wake up my kids early to celebrate Christmas.”

Somewhere along the line, I lost my edge. When my boys were little they would come to my room with the same urging I did as a boy, “Come on, Dad! Let’s get up! Let’s open up some presents!” “No, let’s sleep a little while longer.” I do not know what happened, but my enthusiasm lost some of its fuel and its fire. It is tough to keep that sparkle of joyful expectation glowing.  

This is one of the reasons that I am so impressed with Simeon, in Luke 2. Simeon is likely an old man when we meet him here, yet Simeon’s eager zeal and enthusiasm for Christmas burns more brightly now, as an old man, than it ever did throughout his life. Of course, his is not a zeal for opening presents, but it is an enthusiasm for a special Christmas wish to be realized. 
Simeon’s Christmas wish was to live long enough in order for him to see the Messiah born into this world. His wait was not for one or two hours, but his wait was likely for thirty, forty, or perhaps fifty years, yet he does not grow weary in waiting. He does not loose his edge. He leans forward on the edge of his seat in readiness. He is longing for Christ to come, to redeem His people, and to bring salvation to the whole world. Simeon keeps this hope growing like a strong oak tree in his breast an in his soul. While he kept the hope, his hope also keeps him.   

Would you not like to have the kind of faith which brings that joyful expectation? In Simeon, we find encouragement; how we too can grow in our joyful anticipation of God’s salvation and of Jesus’ appearance. We sit at Simeon’s feet to learn from him. We are going to look at four aspects of Simeon’s life which will strengthen our faith and bring us closer to Christian hope. We will first consider Simeon’s character and how it teaches us God transforms us in order to use us for His glory. Secondly, we will study Simeon’s expectation and how God stirs up hope within us in order to give us greater joy. Third, we will look at Simeon’s peace and how God give us precious promises to strengthen us in our faith. Finally, we will look at Simeon’s theology and how God reveals His truth to us in order to excite us toward worship and the enjoyment of His person.

God unfolds the setting for our story in Verses 21-24,  

21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”
On the eighth day, this baby born of a virgin is formally given the name Jesus in obedience to the angel’s instructions Mary received even before this baby was conceived within her. In Luke 1, we read,

30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.

31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.”
Those were her instructions and that is exactly what Mary and Joseph did.

Following the birth of their son, Mary and Joseph were required by the Law to perform three ceremonies. The first was the ceremony of circumcision. Circumcision is the sign this baby, this son of theirs, is a son of the covenant God made with Abraham. The second ceremony was the purification of Mary in order to make her ready to worship God. After giving birth, every woman was required to go through a purification and the two doves are necessary for this ceremony. The third ceremony was the presentation of Jesus to the Lord. Old Testament Law required the firstborn male be called “holy”, separated and set apart to the Lord and to His service. He was to be offered to the Lord to be His. Ever tribe, besides the tribe of Levi, could redeem their sons back into the family so the son did not have to stay in the Temple serving the Lord in the Temple by paying a ransom price of five shekels of silver. This is what Joseph and Mary were doing in Jerusalem in the Temple on this day. That ceremony takes place forty days after the baby is born.

We read in Verse 25,

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.
Simeon means “God is heard” and “the consolation of Israel” is a reference to the Messiah to come and comfort the people.

The word “now” is kind of quiet in this English Standard Version translation. If we read the King James Version or the New American Standard Version we will read the word “Behold, there was a man in Jerusalem…” In the Greek text this word “Behold” stands out in bold letters as a statement of Divine appointment as to what is happening in the Temple. There were many people in the Temple that day, but Simeon meets with Joseph and Mary in a very profound and personal way.  This meeting with Simeon was not by chance or accident, but rather it is by Divine appointment; “Behold...” God is ordering the steps of Mary, Joseph, and Simeon in such a way as these three are to meet in the exact place where they meet and at exact time they meet in order to fulfill His Divine purpose and pleasure. 
Early in Simeon’s life, God made a promise to Simeon he would not die until he had seen with his own eyes the Messiah. God is now sovereignly aligning people’s schedules and movements to see His design would be fulfilled and His promises would be kept. God often does that and I believe He still does that today. This leads us to the first aspect of Simeon’s life which is set before us here, and that is Simeon’s character.

God transforms us in order to use us for His glory. We do not know anything about Simeon other than what these verses before us tell us. They reveal to us two specific traits about Simeon which God observes, “…this man was righteous and devout”.
This is his spiritual condition and in this Simeon is an unusual, or a rare man. The people around him would have thought him odd because he was “righteous and devout”. The faith of Abraham had been spoiled by the doctrines of the Pharisees and Sadducees in Simeon’s day. The people were largely hypocritical, having an outward form of religion, but no internal reality. They had a zeal for tradition, but not for godly living on a day-to-day basis. They went to the Temple on the weekend and honored God with their lips, but their hearts were far from Him. They were self-righteous and they promoted a righteousness which came from within themselves; enough so they were proud with life and integrity they were living. Simeon was one of those strange ones who actually believed the Scriptures, who saw himself as a sinner in need God’s grace, who wanted to walk with God day-by-day, and honor Him not just with his lips but with all of his life. Simeon was one to whom God was real. Do you know anyone like Simeon? His kind, I believe, is still.

God uses two words to describe Simeon’s character: righteous and devout. Let us consider those words closer. The word “righteous” is an important one. Whenever the word “righteous” is used in the Bible, it is not talking about a righteousness produced by our best efforts to live according to the Law of God. That is not what it talks about when it tells us someone is “righteous”. The clear testimony of the Bible is no one is righteous on the basis of their own efforts.
 Listen to Isaiah’s testimony, in Isaiah 64,

6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
The Scripture tells us our best attempts to attain righteousness are woeful failures. Simeon was not righteous in the sense he did his best to love God and love people, and he was successful at that endeavor. How then does the Bible describe Simeon as being “righteous”? The same way any of us can be described as righteous before God. In order to be described righteous in God’s eyes, we must be cleansed by God’s work. We must have Him remove our sins from our hearts through the provision He has made for us. God declares sinful people as righteous when we trust in Him and trust His provision to remove the pollution and filth from our own lives and to establish and place within us His own righteousness, a righteousness He offers to us as His gift. It is a cleanliness which does not come from our own labors, but one which comes as a favor and free gift from His hands. Our hope of righteousness is in the grace of God. This righteousness comes not from within our own members, but from Heaven. 
When we consider Abraham, in Genesis 15, Scripture says,

 6 And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.
Paul will later comment on this verse in Genesis as he explains the Gospel to us in his letter to the Romans,  
2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5 And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 

If you and I want to be declared righteous as Simeon is declared righteous, it will be on the basis of receiving from God His gift of righteousness through faith in the Promised Messiah. 

Simeon’s righteousness was an alien righteousness. It did not come from within himself, but it came from another source outside of himself; it came from God. This righteousness God gives us always has a practical outworking. It is not a fictional, make believe righteousness placed in us and one which does not make any real difference in our lives, but this righteousness, once God places it in our hearts as a gift, always expresses itself in a daily transformation of greater obedience, sincere worship, pure motives, lovely thoughts, lovely words, and lovely deeds. 
Are you righteous? Has God declared you righteous? If not, I urge you to go to the Source of righteousness, the One who is offering it to you.

If you said, “Yes, I am righteous in God’s sight,” I ask, how has His righteousness changed you on a daily basis? How is His righteousness expressing itself and working itself out in your life? These are the questions the Gospel of Jesus presents before us everyday and we have to ask them everyday.
The text also tells us Simeon is “devout”. The word devout means Simeon was genuinely concerned about honoring God with all of his life. It means that he consecrated unto the service of God. He fulfilled the commitment Paul calls us to make in Romans 12, when he says,
 1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice…to God…2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind…
We need more Simeon’s in the church. I often look at our world and grow discouraged over the direction we are heading. The vote on the Senate floor to repeal the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy is just another indication in a long list we as a culture are thumbing our noses at God and crumbling under the decay of moral corruption. We are becoming like Israel in the days of God’s judgment, when the Prophet Isaiah spoke, in Isaiah 5,

18 Woe to those who draw iniquity with cords of falsehood, who draw sin as with cart ropes…20 Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! 21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and shrewd in their own sight!

That word “woe” means judgment. We are drawing sin toward us by telling lies about sin, this world, life, and about God. We are drawing sin ever closer to us and that is exactly what is happening to our culture. God’s judgment is going to fall.

I get discouraged as I look at our nation as a whole, but do you know what cheers me? I walk down the hall on a Wednesday night here at church and I peek in to the youth ministry rooms. I see many of our teenagers, gathered around in circles, praying. I talk to them and I see in many of their lives a passion for God, a passion to live for Him, and a heart to serve Him at all costs, and I think, “Maybe . . . maybe these are the firstfruits . . . maybe God will send a spirit of repentance and revival to us.” I look into the faces of many of the young people God has given us in our church, the high school and college students and I see Simeon’s and Simeonette’s. How good it is to know in the darkest, most faithless of times, God raises up His own vibrant servants. He did it in the 1st Century and He will do it still in the 21st Century.

Young people, if you are “devout” and you have consecrated your life to the Lord, persevere. It will get harder for you, and I wish I had a more cheerful message because it is going to get harder for you, but persevere and hold on. It is worth it. Simeon held on all of his life and he saw the joy of God’s salvation at the very end. I believe God has something very special for you. Be a part of God’s solution for our future, not part of the problem.

If you are not devout as a young person, or at any age, I urge you, as you think about God’s mercy, especially at Christmas, present your body as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God. This is a reasonable and a logical act of worship.
Simeon’s righteous and devout character teaches us God transforms us in order to use us for His glory. The Law requires two or three witnesses to verify a matter. God used Simeon to be a one of those witnesses. Luke is an historian and he is setting before us credible witnesses. In order to be a credible witness of Jesus being the Messiah, Jesus is born of a virgin, and He has a special place in God’ redemptive plan for mankind and that is why Luke tells us about Simeon’s character, “If you want to know who the Messiah is, here is one of my witnesses. I am calling forward Simeon, an old guy everybody respects and sees his life is righteous. Is he a liar?” No, he is righteous. “Is he a nut ball? No, he is devout and a serious minded man. He is a witness and we have to deal with the witness of Simeon.” Later, Luke is going to bring in Anna as well. Here are two old people who have lived a long life. They are credible people and they are giving testimony to Jesus.

Would it not be awesome to be one of the witnesses God used in history past to establish to the people a testimony of the glory of Jesus as He came into this world? Simeon’s righteous and devout life prepared him to be used by God in a special way. If you loose a righteous and devout life, you will loose the opportunity to be used as God’s instrument in an amazing way. Stay righteous and stay devout. Pursue it.

The second aspect is Simeon’s expectation. God stirs up hope within us to give us joy. We read in Verse 26,
26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ.
There is another theme here, and it will be worth your while for your study sometime, and that is the Holy Spirit’s work in Simeon’s life. He is an Old Testament believer and the Holy Spirit is active in the Old Testament believer.

God had given Simeon a very personal and special promise: he is not going to die until he personally gets to see the Messiah born into this world. What an awesome joy that would be, to be given that promise. I believe God gave this special privilege to Simeon as a part of the reward to Simeon for waiting so eagerly for the consolation of Israel. The “consolation of Israel” is another name for the Messiah. Isaiah tells us when the Messiah comes He is going to bring comfort, “Comfort ye, comfort ye, oh, my people!”
 He is going to bring consolation to a people who are burdened by the corruption of sin and they are suffering under sin’s consequences. The Messiah will come and bring consolation. Simeon had read his Bible and on the basis of reading his Bible he has an eager expectation of what God is going to do in the future; that God would deliver him, personally from his own sin, but also He would deliver the Nation of Israel. God said, “Simeon, you will see Him come in your lifetime.” I believe it was, in part, a special work He gave to this man who longed for the appearing of the Lord.
Simeon had this great expectation God would fulfill His promise. How long had Simeon waited?  The text does not tell us and we are not told exactly how old Simeon is, but we get from the text he is an old man because when he finally sees the Child, he says, “Now I can depart in peace,” as though he had been expecting the event of his death. He may have waited twenty, thirty, forty, fifty years or more. His waiting was like the waiting of a child on Christmas morning; he was eager, he was happy, and he was joyful. There was a longing to it. God stirs up hope within us in order to multiply our joy in Him. It was a result of Simeon’s faith and waiting, when he saw the Messiah his joy was multiplied. 

We read in Verse 27 and following, 
27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation.”
The Temple was likely full of people bustling around on that particular day, yet it was Simeon’s hope and expectation which caused him to see what others did not see that day. The others did not stop by and say, “Oh, the Messiah!” They looked and they glanced and thought, “There is another cute little baby,” and they walked on by. They did not see what Simeon saw because they did not hope for what Simeon hoped. They did not anticipate and hold onto the promises of God as Simeon did. They did not have a living hope and so they did not see God’s glory in the face of this baby. God stirred up a living hope within Simeon so Simeon would recognize the Messiah when he saw Him, and when he saw Him he would find great, great joy.
I wonder how much we miss of seeing God’s glorious hand at work in our world because we have not set our living hope in God and in the coming of His King. How much do we walk on by without seeing God’s grace or His glory as it displayed around us? I believe God’s fingerprints of grace and glory are all around us, but we are often blind to them because we have no expectation God would fulfill His promise to us and gracious reveal Himself to us. Too often our eyes are upon the things of this world so we walk right by because we are busy with our own agenda, and that is what was happening in the Temple that day. 
Would we have walked by Mary, Joseph and Jesus that day, or because of eager expectation of God’s fulfillment of His promise would we have stopped and said, “My eyes now have seen your salvation.” I wonder. It is a challenge to us.

Recently I read a true story which took place in 2007 and it illustrates the point we miss so much from not having our eyes open with eager anticipation. A man sat at a metro station in Washington DC and started to play the violin; it was a cold January morning in 2007. He played six Bach pieces for about forty-five minutes. During that time, since it was rush hour, it was calculated that thousands of people went through the station, most of them on their way to work.

Three minutes went by and a middle aged man noticed there was musician playing. He slowed his pace and stopped for a few seconds and then hurried up to meet his schedule. A minute later, the violinist received his first dollar tip: a woman threw the money in the till and without stopping continued to walk. A few minutes later, someone leaned against the wall to listen to him, but the man looked at his watch and started to walk again. Clearly he was late for work.

The one who paid the most attention was a 3 year old boy. His mother tagged him along, hurried but the kid stopped to look at the violinist. Finally the mother pushed hard and the child continued to walk turning his head all the time. This action was repeated by several other children. All the parents, without exception, forced them to move on.

In the forty-five minutes the musician played, only six people stopped and stayed for a while. About 20 gave him money but continued to walk their normal pace. He collected $32. When he finished playing and silence took over, no one noticed it. No one applauded, nor was there any recognition.

No one knew this but the violinist was Joshua Bell, one of the best musicians in the world. He played one of the most intricate pieces ever written with a violin worth 3.5 million dollars.

Two days before his playing in the subway, Joshua Bell sold out at a theater in Boston and the seats average $100.

I found it interesting that the children were the ones who noticed glory and brilliance while the adults were lost in a sea of distraction.  I know that this is a secular illustration to a very spiritual truth.  But I ask us to consider, “Is it possible that we miss God’s glory because we have become too busy with the affairs of this world to water the seeds of biblical hope in God’s promises?  And if we fail to water the seeds of biblical hope, can we expect to find much joy in God?

Simeon fed his hope with Scripture. He knew the Scriptures which taught about the Messiah’s arrival in this world and he daily held onto those promises as dear and precious and important to his life. Simeon set his hope on the promises regarding the coming of the Messiah. Today, God promises us, as New Testament believers, the Messiah is going to come again. How closely do we hold those promises to our breast? 

The Apostle Paul says, in 2 Timothy 4,

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.
The Apostle Peter tells us, in 1 Peter 1,

13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
When we studied through the Book of Revelation, I had begun the habit of waking up in the morning and saying, “Good morning Lord. Will I see you today?” I have since, that series, have lost my edge on that and this story reminds me of my need to ever keep that hope, “Good morning, Lord. Will I see you today? Will I meet you? Will you come today?” 
The third aspect of Simeon’s life is his peace. God give us precious promises to strengthen our faith, as we read in Verse 29 and following,
29 "Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation.”
Simeon is saying, “I am ready to die and I do not fear death.” What took away the fear of death from Simeon’s life? It was the certainty God always keeps His Word. Here is the salvation, “My eyes have seen your salvation personally. Let your servant depart.” I love how he talks about death: let your servant depart. For the believer death is only a departure. Death is not a brick wall or a dark cave we enter into with no way out. It is a gateway and an entrance into our new life with God forever and ever; “Now let your servant depart from this arena of service so I can go now that new arena of service. I am ready for that and I am not afraid of that whatsoever. I fully acknowledge what is going to happen and I am holding onto the certain promise of God in that regard. My eyes have seen your salvation.” 

Some people’s eyes, however, are darkened and hazy. It is as they look at the Scripture and they look at the Gospel they are looking out of the windshield at a whiteout, such as we have had recently. We try and look and we may see a little part of the road and a bit of the front of the car, but we cannot see clearly. Have your eyes seen the salvation of God? When you consider Jesus, do you see the glory of God in His face and say, “This is a person who is awesome, beautiful, and wonderful. I want to willingly and joyfully give my life over to Him.” Until our eyes see God’s salvation clearly, we are going to be hesitant before we give our lives to Him.
Simeon saw Jesus would bear the sins of the world. He understood that from Scripture. He understood that is exactly what God had said; He Himself would bear on His own body, on a tree, the sins of us all. God gave him a clear vision of salvation, and, friends, if you humble yourself before God, as Simeon humbled himself before God, and if you search for that salvation through His Word, I believe you will find it. God gives us His promises, but we say, “I do not know if I have faith,” to strengthen our faith. If we say, “I do not know if I have faith to see God’s salvation,” here is the answer, humble yourself before God and begin to take up the promises of God in the Gospel and the promise of God in regard to His Second Coming and the promise of God with regard to the forgiveness of your sin. Set them before you. It is through His promises faith is given life. If you want faith, God will provide it for you and He will not fail you.
The last aspect of Simeon’s life is Simeon’s theology. God reveals His truth to excite us to worship. We are not given the idea Simeon is a seminary-trained man. He appears to be an ordinary guy. He happens to be in the Temple that day. He is not a workman in the Temple. He is an ordinary guy, a common man, who read his Bible and he thought about what he was reading. It tells us, anybody can be like Simeon if we read our Bible and we think deeply about what God has given us. Look at what Simeon says,
31 “…that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”
There are three truths Simeon came to know and love. First, Simeon believed in a pre-millennial coming of the Messiah to establish His Kingdom. Verse 25 tells us he was “waiting for the consolation of Israel”. He believed God was going to establish the promises He gave to Abraham and David, and now, in God’s program for the future, God was going to send this Messiah who would come and judge between many people and who would create a huge change within the nations so as to bring His Kingdom upon earth. 
Simeon also believed God offers salvation to Jews and Gentiles alike through His Messiah. He is a “Light of Revelation” to the Gentiles and He is a “Glory” for the people of Israel. The Gentiles who did not have any light of revelation from God would now receive this “light” through the Messiah. The Nation God had chosen, but who had drifted in rebellion, would return to His glory through His work.
Finally, Simeon believed the Messiah would be the Lamb of God who would suffer and die for the sins of the world, as we read in Verse 34,

34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”
Jesus would grow to become and man and a sword of anguish would pierce His mother’s heart as a result of what is going to happen to Him and the opposition which will come against Him. When Jesus was born into this world, He was born as a person whose purpose is to die. He said, “For this reason I have come into this world to give my life as a ransom for many. That is why I am here!”
 

Mary was at the foot of the cross when Jesus died. Her heart must have been ripped in two as she saw her Son mocked, beaten, scourged, spat upon, and crucified, but the whole point of Christmas is for a Savior to come into this world and to die in our place upon the cursed cross in order for the curse to be lifted from us and in order for our sins to be forgiven.
Simeon is a common man who had a deep theology and a deep doctrine he believed in and held onto. What is the point of all this doctrine? Was it so he could get with his buddies and talk about theology and be the one who is looked to for the answers? Was it so he could feel good about himself and puffed up in all of his knowledge? No, the point of God revealing His truth to Simeon was so Simeon would be led to worship. Without sound doctrine we cannot worship rightly and we will not have the motivation to worship at all. 

Simeon applies his theology by taking what he knows to be true about God and falling upon his face in absolute worship of God. That is where theology and doctrine must lead us. 
Notice, at the very end, the two responses, and how different they are, Simeon predicts people are going to make when they meet Jesus. First, he says, in Verse 34, 


34 “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many…”

What he is saying is, when some people meet Jesus they will stumble over Him and when others meet Jesus they will be exalted and lifted up. He tells Mary and Joseph, “This Son of yours is going to elicit strong responses. He will be a man of influence. Some will love Him. Some are going to hate Him. People will not be able to walk around Him. They will not be able to ignore Him because He is there and they will either stumble over Him, and when they do, they will fall into judgment. Or, they will humble themselves and bow before Him and receive Him. He will exalt them and He will cause them to rise.”

When you meet Jesus, what is your response? Will it be as those who stumble over Him and wish to remain in their sin and as those who are self-righteous and do not believe they need a Savior? For those who Jesus exalts, they are those, when they meet Jesus, they say, “That is exactly what I need. I need a Savior and I need One to rescue me from my sin. I need One to lead me. I need this One to worship.” 
What will you do with Jesus? That is the question. 
� Romans 3:10


� Isaiah 40:1


� Matthew 20:28





