“The Extravagant Reward Awaiting 
God’s Faithful Servants”
January 16, 2011

Dr. Ritch Boerckel

Scriptural Foundation: Matthew 25, 14-30, ESV


The Parable of the Talents

 14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 

When God grants spiritual life to a man or to a woman He gives a serving purpose for that life to realize. When God invites us into His Kingdom He designs a Kingdom work for us to accomplish. And, we have the joy to serve a Savior who bought us with His very own blood and who loves us. We cannot effectively serve God in this world until we are born again and we have this new life which is imparted to us through faith in Jesus. Once we are redeemed from our sin and once we have this new life in Christ, God’s grace then compels us to engage in His service, for after all He is the King and we are His loyal subjects. He is the King who rules over a Kingdom and He has a Kingdom work for us to accomplish in His plan. 
Along these lines I love Ephesians 2, which teaches us this,

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand…

The Apostle Paul is talking about those who have been saved by grace through faith in Jesus and our purpose is to do good works. That is the reason why God has given us salvation and a new life.

These truths thrill me when I meditate upon what they mean for us who believe in Jesus. In eternity past God considered this precise point in created history, right now, this date, and He considered you and He considered me within it. Before we were born He chose us to be a part of His family. That is the clear teaching of Ephesians 1, and He chose us to be a part of His family so we might bring praise to the glory of His name and we might live in such a way our lives would exalt Jesus. 

In eternity past this verse also teaches us the Lord set aside, for each one of us, a particular spiritual work to accomplish and a particular spiritual service for us to fulfill. God established the number of days we would live upon this earth and He has given us just the right amount of days of time in order to accomplish the work He has given for us to do. He now calls us to commit ourselves to be faithful to fulfill that very important work.

All of these amazing precepts are true for every person who is saved by God’s grace through faith in Jesus. With these truths in view we must ask ourselves this question: Am I doing the work my King has prepared in advance for me to do? This is a very convicting question, but an important one. We do not want to waste our lives on transient tasks which carry no eternal weight and which are not a part of His Eternal Kingdom plan. If we are not active in the work God has set aside for us to do, then we squander this miraculous opportunity God has given us to make our lives count.
So, do I know what part my King has for me to play in His Kingdom plan and am I doing it and am I busy with it? 

Some pastors complain about the 80/20 rule in operations within the church. The 80/20 rule suggests 20% of the people of a church do 80% of the work of Jesus' mission through that church. I do not know the accuracy of that rule for Bethany Baptist Church, but it does cause me to wonder how many in our flock are fulfilling Jesus' intention for them in His service in this world. My aim in not to create guilt, but I trust as we study this parable God will move us to be busy serving Him in the manner He directs. That is for His glory and also for our joy and our great reward. 

In Matthew 25, Jesus has been instructing His Disciples regarding His Second Coming. If we look at Matthew 24, He describes it this way,

30 “Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory…42 Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.”
This is constantly this theme throughout these two chapters. He continues in Matthew 24 and 25,

44 “Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect…(Mt 25) 13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”
In other words, the coming of Jesus Christ, the certainty of His coming, should motivate us to live differently in this life. In Matthew 25, Jesus teaches two parables regarding how the believer makes themselves ready and how the believer prepares themselves for the coming of the Lord Jesus. In one sense, these two parables are teaching the exact same lesson, but from different angles. They both teach of our great need to place energy behind the preparation of Jesus' coming and to be conscience about the sudden return of the Lord Jesus and to make ourselves ready for it. 
The first parable, the parable of the ten virgins, emphasizes our need to wait consciously for the coming of the Lord and to have our minds actively engaged in expectation of this event. The second parable, the parable of the talent, emphasizes our need to work conscientiously for the coming of the King. Both of these parables are needed to keep us from becoming out of balance in our spiritual lives. 
There are some people in the church who are waiting, waiting, waiting in quietness before the Lord, but they are waiting in complete inactivity. There are sitting before the Lord, reading their Bibles, and they pray. They may go to worship. They may sing some songs. They are waiting for the coming of the Lord, but they are waiting without working. 

On the other hand, there are some in God’s Kingdom and in Christ’s church who are working, working, working. They are so busy. Every time you come to the church they are there doing “something” for the Lord, but there is no quiet expectation of waiting for the King to come. They are too busy occupied with what is in front of them.

Here are two parables which teach us this great balance to do both waiting and working. We do need to keep our hearts in the skies, upward and rejoicing at the promised return of the Lord Jesus, and ever praising Him for it, anticipating that day of great reunion. But, we also must keep our hands busy in the dirt of this earth, doing the tasks Jesus has given us to accomplish while we are waiting and while He is yet away. 
In Verses 1 through 13, Jesus teaches us about these ten virgins, five who were foolish and five who were wise. The five foolish virgins were caught unprepared because they did not anticipate at all. Their minds and hearts were not at all upon the coming of the Bridegroom in suddenness, and as a result they did not have oil for their lamps when He came. They were not able to be a part of that wedding procession. They were not able to join in the celebration. This parable emphasizes, again, our need to prepare for the coming of the Lord by waiting in joyful anticipation for Him.

Then Jesus follows the parable of the ten virgins with the parable of the talents. That is where our thoughts are going to settle in this study. The emphasis is our need to be active and to be conscientiously working to accomplish the work and the role the Master has given to us while He is away. True saving faith is a faith which works. In our study of James, that is what James was driving at and that is what this parable is teaching us. This parable is a great encouragement to each one of us to engage the work which God Himself has set aside for us to do. It is not the pastor who has set aside this work. It is not a friend, an elder, or a Sunday school teacher, but it is God Himself setting aside a work for us as His servants to accomplish. That is why this is so serious. 

We will find four incentives to live a life of faithful service. The first incentive is every believer is given opportunity and ability to serve God. In Verse 14, we read,

14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property.”
The word “it” is a pronoun and references something which is ahead of it. So, what is “it” in this parable? This is a reference to the Kingdom of Heaven and we know that because Verse 1 is the context,


1 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like…”
and He follows this with the second parable and He says, “For it, the Kingdom of Heaven, will be like…” He was describing for us what God’s Kingdom plan is going to be like. He says, “The Kingdom of Heaven is going to be like a man who goes away on a journey.” 
The Kingdom of Heaven is the place of God’s rule through Jesus. When the Bible speaks about the Kingdom of Heaven, and Jesus particularly talks about the Kingdom of Heaven, He uses this term in two specific ways. Sometimes Jesus uses this term to describe the invisible group of genuinely redeemed people. In Matthew 18, Jesus says, 
3 “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”
Here He is referencing that invisible group of people who are truly a part the redeemed and saved. But, sometimes the Kingdom of Heaven is given to identify that group of people who testify and profess to be a part of God’s Kingdom, who are visible, you can see that group of people working, for instance in this church, and gathered together to do God’s Kingdom work and be an expression of God’s Kingdom plan as we live our lives on this earth. Sometimes, when Jesus uses the term “Kingdom of Heaven” to reference the visible group, He talks about some within that visible group being truly a part of the Kingdom of Heaven, truly born again, and truly saved, but others who are part of that group, who profess and testify to being members of the Kingdom of Heaven who really are not. 

The five foolish virgins, in the first parable, are not a part of the Kingdom of Heaven. They say they are, and the Kingdom of Heaven is like that, in that, when we see it visibly expressed we will have some people in that group who profess but not possess salvation and some in that group who would profess and possess salvation.

This group of people professes to love the King and be loyal to the King, but there are some who do not love Him and who are not truly loyal. There are some who are external subjects of this Kingdom as well. Jesus is talking about how the Kingdom of Heaven externally expresses itself on earth at this time.
In Verse 14, the master tells his servants he is going away and through this parable he helps us to understand how we can discern for ourselves what kind of member of God’s Kingdom we are. He warns us away from being that kind of member who professes but does not possess. Then he tells us how we will be able to discern and how we will be able to know. 

The master in this story is going on a journey, Jesus says. Who is the “master”? It is Jesus and He is referencing Himself, that He Himself is going on a journey. He is going to die upon the cross, as we read in Matthew’s Gospel. Jesus often tells His Disciples He is going to go away and die, that He must suffer many things.
 He tells them He will die upon a cross, be resurrected, ascend into Heaven, and leave this sphere and go on a journey. It is not a permanent separation. It is a journey where there is an expectation the Master is going to return as well. He is planning a reunion. The Master does not tell His servants when He is going to return, on that He is going to return. 

In the meantime, the master in the story gives his servants some property. The term “servant” literally means “slave”, a person who is not at his own disposal and not his own person, but he or she is his or her master’s property. Such a one is bought at a price to serve the master’s design and to be at the master’s beck and call. The sole purpose of the servant is to do what the master tells him or her to do. 

Who are the “servants” in this story? They are everyone who professes Jesus as Lord. These are those who testify Jesus has purchased them out of slavery to sin and into His own care and family. As believers we would profess we are no longer our own and we have been bought with a price, which is what the Apostle Paul says in 1 Corinthians 6,
20 …for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.

Paul is saying we should not use our body as though it were it our own. We are God’s. 

In Verse 15, we read,

15 “To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.”
A talent in New Testament times is not a skill, but it is rather a weight of gold or silver. It is like our pound or our ounce. The idea is the master takes a certain measure, or weight, of silver, likely, puts silver coins in a bag and weighs it on a scale, and says, “Here are five talents.” It was a huge amount of money. Even one talent is a huge amount of money. One commentator suggests one talent of silver was equal to thirty-eight years of labor for a common laborer. To calculate that into our own culture and context, we might calculate that out to be something less than $1,000,000. 

This master is very wealthy? He gives five talents to one, two talents to another, and one talent to the third servant. He apportions them according to their “ability”. This master is a master who knows his servants and what they are capable of. He is not going to give them more responsibility than they can handle at the moment. He is going to allow them to grow in that responsibility and in their discernment and stewardship. He gives these servants certain weights of bags of money to use so that while he is away his money is still working. His servants are doing his work for him so when he returns he might have a good return upon his money. 
Imagine if you went to work tomorrow morning and your employer wrote you a cashier’s check for $800,000, and he told you to use it however you wished to use it to grow the company and make a profit. At first you take this check with some fear and trepidation. It is not your money. It is not a bonus or part of your salary. This is to be used for the company. The shareholders and the board will ask you to give an account when they return. You may ask, “How long do I have to invest this?” They answer, “It is going to be awhile. We do not know. Just be ready and continue to invest it as best as you possibly can.” 
You take that check with fear and trepidation, and also with some excitement, “Wow, they have entrusted this to me! This is kind of exciting. I am not just sweeping floors as a servant; I am given something valuable to something significant for this company. They have entrusted this with me. They have thought enough about me to give me this opportunity as well.” After you have received that check, you would likely get busy trying to do exactly what your boss, your employer, wanted you to do with it. 

The talents in this story teach us God gives everyone, every servant of His, tremendous spiritual privilege, spiritual opportunity, and spiritual responsibility. He does not give everyone the same spiritual responsibility or opportunity, but He gives everyone significant opportunities. 

What do these talents in the story represent to us today? I believe they represent anything and everything God has given to us which He intends for us to use for His glory. They may be talents, for instance. They may be our skills, but they are also our help, our energy, our time, our physical strength, our knowledge, our experiences, our relationships, our money, the advantages we have because we are born into a certain family and have certain relationships with other people, and promotions in places, companies, and cultures.

The point is God has given each of us an amazing opportunity. What do we have which we have not been given by God? What little bit of energy do we have to move a finger which God did not give us that energy? What intellectual power do we have to think and process and consider life and others which God did not create the ability to work that our in our own minds? What skills and resources? 

There is not a person in God’s Kingdom who can say God has not given them significant opportunity or responsibility. He has called us to use each one of these things to advance His name and His Kingdom. He did not give us these resources so as to set them in a trophy shelf, admire them, and talk about them. He has given them and not use the transiently and selfishly and in a small way, but to use them in a large and magnificent way; in such a way all of eternity will rejoice for the way we invested those resources and the results they brought to our lives and for God’s glory.

We must ask ourselves this question: How am I being faithful to use the resource God has given to me? It is an important question.

The second incentive this story teaches us every believer can be fruitful in the use of the talents God has entrusted to them. We read,

16 “He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money.”
We first notice the person who was given the five talents, five measures of coin, “went at once”. He did not know when his master would return. He did not know how long he was going to have this opportunity and that is true for every one of us. There is not a person who can guarantee they will have tomorrow. Instead of say, “I do not know if I have tomorrow, but I have the opportunity today, I am going to go today and begin using this resource the master has given me.” He went at once and began to trade with them. This was not a procrastinating servant.

Some of us lack the confidence in our ability to use the resources God has entrusted to us and our fear can paralyze us. We believe if we do try to use those resources for God it will somehow not work out and we will fail miserably. We often believe, in thinking about this story, God’s Kingdom is going to work somewhat like the commodities market. Someone may invest in commodities and they make huge amounts of money because they have invested in a wise way and in one which fits the market of the time. 
Others, when they invest in the commodities market, pour many resources and it fails. They loose it all and then they loose more than their original investment. Some look at God’s Kingdom work and say, “I do not know if I will invest. Will there be a return?” Notice in the story, the only person who did not receive a return was the person who did nothing with the talent. 

Jesus does not talk about, “One person who received ten talents and he tried to invest it, but even though he was faithful and did the best he could, he lost it all.” That person does not exist in this parable because that person does not exist in God’s Kingdom. There is no one who says, “God, I am going to try to be as faithful as I can possibly can and invest whatever you have given to me for the advance of your Kingdom”, who fails. That person does not exist, not if you are going to God in faith and in sincerity and in faithfulness. 

This is the reason why the Apostle Paul is going to say, at the end of 1 Corinthians 15,

58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.

Here God insures every one who, in sincerity and in faith, puts the resources God has given them to work, to use, and in investment, and God will absolutely produce a good return. Is that not awesome? How many of us would invest more in the stock market if we absolutely knew we would get a great return from it? All of us would and it would be foolish not to, so why is it we have some servants in God’s Kingdom failing to invest very much, if anything at all, when we absolutely know we are going to receive this huge return on our investment? The reason for this is the return of the investment does not depend upon the faithfulness of the servant, but rather it depends upon the sovereign power of the Master. That is what the Apostle Paul leaned upon in 1 Corinthians 3, when he said,

6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8 He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s building.

God insures the investment we make in our service to Him, out of faithful, integrity, and sincerity, always produces a God-glorifying result. Our productivity is not dependent upon us, but upon the God who works within us. God loves to use small people to do great things. That is the story of the Bible. Remember the little boy with five loaves and two fish? “Here, Lord, it is not much, but I can be faithful. I doubt it will do anything, but here they are” and Jesus took that and fed the five thousand with it.
 That is what He will do with whatever He has given you when you give wholly to the Lord.
God indeed does give some people greater advantages, greater strengths, greater intelligence, greater skills, and greater resources than others. Yes, He does, and if you are one of those to whom God has given, know much is expected. But, friends, know also and be encouraged, all of us have been given great opportunities and great abilities to invest in God’s Kingdom, and when we invest that investment will always bring a great return.

The third incentive is every believer will experience a day of reckoning with God, as we read in Verse19,

19 Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them.
It may have been such a long time perhaps they wondered if he would ever return at all. The Lord Jesus promised a return and there are many in the church who wonder if He will really return at all and they have given up anticipating that. No, after a long time, the master of the servants does exactly what he promises he is going to do, and when he comes he settles accounts with them. 
This word “settles accounts” is a commercial term meaning to look at the accounting book to find out what has taken place and what transactions occurred while the master was away. The master returns and evaluates the faithfulness of his servants on the basis of what is written in the books. 

Friends, everything is written in the books. God makes sure there is no word, no thought, no action, and no service which is not fully written in the books for us to give an account of, whether good or bad. Everything which is hidden comes to light. Concealment is absolutely impossible on that day.

The pastor I sat under and learned so much from during my high school years, Dr. Bruce Dunn, would say, “A payday is coming!” And there is! There is a day of reckoning for each one of us. There is a day when we will stand before God and give an account of what we have and have not done in this world with the talents and resources God has given us to use for His glory. 

We discover two levels of accountability as we consider this future day. The first is we are going to be held accountable for our response to the King’s person. Secondly, we are going to be held accountable for our stewardship of the King’s provision. We read,

20 “And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’”
Notice how personal the reward is. This kind of reward, to enter into close proximity, to close relationship, in the personal presence of the master, that kind of reward would find no joy in the person who did not love the master, but it is the most joyful reward for the one who loves the master with a first-rate and priority love. The reward is receiving more of the master.
It is the same with the servant who had two talents,

22 “And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’”
This reward would not be meaningful to a person who disliked their Lord. Heaven holds no joy for the person who does not love God. 

Then we read,

24 “he also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’”
The problem with this servant did not come out until the day of reckoning because he was pushing it below the surface. He testified to be a part of God’s Kingdom and being a part of the household and serving the master, being faithful and loyal, but on the day of reckoning it is revealed his real problem is internal. Inwardly he truly despised his master and thought low of him. He misunderstood and missed the true nature of the kindness of his master and this affected his stewardship.

Where there is no joy in the Lord there will be no service to the Lord. This is why a relationship is at the beginning of service. We will not serve a Master we do not love. Conversely, when we look at that, where there is no service what does that tell us about what is happening in our heart? As much as we want to deny it, it tells us there is no real love.
This servant’s true heart is revealed on that day of reckoning. He is discovered to be a person who secretly resented the rule of his master instead of reveling in it. He can no longer conceal his inner contempt for the Lord, but everything which is hidden is brought out. He was wrong about his master and thus he was wrong about his life, and what a tragedy it is to be wrong about something so essential.

Unbelief, regarding the nature of his master, paralyzed his soul from effective service. What we believe when we think about God impacts our service to Him. Our understanding of God will either stimulate our stewardship or it will stifle it. 

This servant became lazy in his actions because he was low in his worship and he had thoughts of God which were wholly unworthy of Him. We must begin here and fight against the unbelief which sets God before hour heart as someone unworthy to serve. Let us employ God’s Word to pursue a lofty view of God so we might be awakened out of our spiritual lethargy.

Secondly, we will be held accountable for our response for the King’s provision. We have discussed those verses which talked about what they did with the provision and how God said, “Well done good and faithful servant.” He said that to the person with the five talents and two talents. There is no greater joy than the true servant of God can consider than to hear those words from the Lord, “Well done!” The explanation is, “You have been faithful over little and I will set you over much.” 
To the person who squandered his opportunity, God says,


27 “Then you ought to have invested my money…”
He is giving us the idea, whatever we own, whether it is our time, energy, resources, relationships, talents, or intellect, does not belong to us, but they belong to God and that is why we sing the hymn,

Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee.
Take my moments and my days…
Take my hands…
Take my feet…
Take my voice…
Take my lips… 

Take my silver and my gold… 

Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store.
Take myself and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.

Are we living the kinds of lives which reflect the greatness of our Lord, the wonder of the privilege, and the certainty of His day of reckoning?
The last incentive is genuine believers will receive a generous reward from God for their faithfulness. The master says to the first servant,

28 “So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance.”

The first reward is that of the joy in the master. They received such a great opportunity. They took it and did the best with it so they received even more joy as a result of it and a more personal affinity with the master, but then they also were given more responsibility to have a greater and greater incentive for service. 

Then we hear, “Well done good and faithful servant.” These words are such a comfort to those of us who believe.

In the best of us, as believers, we are weak, feeble, and failing and we need the grace of Jesus' atoning work in the power of His resurrection every day we live, but the very least and lowest of God’s servants will find their labor is not in vain and they can look forward to those words at the end of time, “Well done good and faithful servant.”

We must look at the loss of reward of this wicked servant. This is so very sobering. While the reward is so very extravagant, the loss is so very severe. It says, at the end of the story,

29 “‘But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 
This is a description of Hell. This is a description of a person who lived all of their life in the Kingdom of God, professing to be a servant of the King. They were in the church and they were a part of us. They lived as an imposter and there was no real life there. They perhaps even deceived themselves. At the end of the day, God says, “Take that servant and cast them into the outer darkness where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth.” What solemn words those are to ponder. 
It is the burial of the talent which is the symptom of a heart not conquered by Christ, which had no love for the Master, and which had no desire to be a part of the advance of His Kingdom.

If, in your heart, you say, “I don’t know if I really love God at all and I really have never expressed any kind of desire to be a part of the advance of His Kingdom. If I have served, it has been because a friend has asked me to be there, and I did not want to say, ‘No’, or it was something to be a part of.” 

If, as you consider the resources God has given to you in your life, you say, “I have had no desire to advance Jesus' Kingdom with my life,” then the warning Jesus gives in this parable is very sobering, and necessarily so. 

There will be no excuses made on that day of reckoning once conviction as a rebel in the presence of God will be clear and unavoidable. Listen to J.C. Ryle’s words on this subject, “Let us leave this parable with a solemn determination by God’s grace never to be content with a profession of Christianity without practice. Let us not only talk about religion, but act. Let us not only feel the importance of religion, but do something, too. We are not told the unprofitable servant was a murderer, or a thief, or even a waster of his Lord’s money, but he did nothing and this was his ruin. Let us be aware of ‘do nothing Christianity’. Such Christianity does not come from the Spirit of God.”
Richard Baxter says, “To do no harm is the praise of the stone and not a man.” 

There is no real serving God without real salvation. That is where we need to begin. If you have never given your life, or submitted your life, to the King, then there is no sense in starting to think, “How can I serve Him?” It has to begin there, so I would ask you, have you given your life to the King. Submit yourself to Him and to His Kingdom and rule in your own heart in life. 

We are saved from our sin by our faith in Jesus, so believe and call upon the name of Jesus.

For those of you who have made that commitment, I encourage you with these practical words. First, confess the sin of being more interested in building your own kingdom than Jesus' Kingdom. 

Second, pray and ask God for direction. Cry out, “Lord, in my life be glorified.” 

Third, know the church is God’s choice vessel and instrument to advance His work in this world and settle your thoughts there. 

Fourth, talk to spiritual leaders about your opportunities, your gifts, and your ways of serving.

Fifth, get busy with something. It is said, “God does not steer a parked car.”

Finally, think about the coming of Jesus every day and long to hear those words, “Well done good and faithful servant.”

� Matthew 16:21


� Matthew 14:13-21


� “Take My Life and Let It Be,” Francis R. Havergal, 1874, Romans12:1





