“God’s Image in Man”
January 23, 2011

Dr. Ritch Boerckel

Scriptural Foundation: Genesis 1:24-31, ESV

The Creation of the World
 24 And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.’ And it was so. 25 And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 

 26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”


 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 

 28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Yesterday marked the 38th anniversary of the Supreme Court’s infamous Roe v. Wade decision, a decision which broke the dam and flooded our country with the legal killing of babies while yet in the womb of their mothers. In 1973, a majority of the Supreme Court justices imposed a policy of “abortion on demand through all stages of pregnancy”. The justices thought their decision would end the debate in our country over abortion. They considered the nation would listen to their studied opinion and quietly acquiesce to their “wisdom” in this matter. But, thirty-eight years later the debate continues to foment strong division among us.
However, the tragedy of Roe v. Wade is not in the conflict it fuels within our nation, but in the lives it destroys. Today, in a nation which prides itself on its human rights record, over one million (1,000,000) babies lives are taken each year at the hands of physicians and with the permission of the baby’s mother. Think of that for a moment, over one million baby’s lives intentionally snuffed out by trained doctors with the approval of the parent. That thought continues to bewilder me, as well as grieve me. 

What spiritual darkness has fallen upon our land? Abortion is the festering would which is destroying the conscience of the nation. The national rate of abortions sits at twenty percent; two out of every ten babies conceived, in our country, perish through abortion.

Recently, it was reported the abortion rate in New York City sits at forty percent; four out of every ten children conceived in New York City are legally denied the right to life. We, indeed, are a murderous people. 

You may remember the first murder which took place in this world. It was that of Cain slaying his innocent brother, Abel. Brothers are supposed to love brothers, not take their lives. Cain considered Abel’s life was a great grief to him, a nuisance, and a hindrance to his own happiness. Murder seemed to be a reasonable course, so that is exactly what he did. He tried to hide his evil from God, but he could not. Remember God’s confrontation of Cain? In Genesis 4, we read, 
10 And the LORD said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground. 11 And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand.”

If Abel’s blood cried loudly enough from the ground to gain God’s attention, how loud must the cries be of 1,200,000 precious little ones whose blood falls to the ground each year in our land? The sins of abortion are a reproach upon us as a nation and we will not escape God’s curse if we do not repent of it. I believe we are still suffering God’s judgment brought upon us from the national sin of slavery which was accepted as legal until President Abraham Lincoln signed The Emancipation Proclamation in 1863. I shudder to think of the consequences awaiting us for this sin. May God have mercy upon us and may our hearts turn in repentance to worship Him. 

Roe v. Wade did not bring clarity in our thinking about life, but it brought utter confusion. In recent weeks, a couple in Australia admitted to aborting their twin sons because they “already had three boys” and they wanted a girl. Now they are legally appealing for permission to use gender selection in the course of in vitro fertilization (IVF). Australian law forbids this, as does United States law, but this couple is pressing for an exception. Al Moeller writes about this couple’s appeal, “Millions around the world seem outraged by their decision, but having accepted the basic logic of abortion, they are hard pressed to define when any abortion demanded by a woman might be unjustified and thus illegal. The Christian revulsion over abortion and the destruction of human life is human life is based upon the knowledge God is the Author of all life and of every life, without exception. These shocking accounts may seer their way into the nation’s collective conscience, but unless the basic logic of abortion rights is overturned, such accounts will erupt again and again. Once we buy into the logic of abortion, there is no end to the trail of tears, and the case of the Australian couple, a professor of medicine commented, ‘They should be able to select the gender of a baby after aborting the twin boys.’ This doctor said, ‘I cannot see how it could possibly hurt anyone.’ Al Moeller asked the question, ‘What about the twins?”
He is right to acknowledge it is the logic of abortion we must attack and we must focus upon and we must pull apart by reason of God’s revelation. Our goal, in this study, is to overturn the basic logic of abortion and establish a Christian mind upon this subject, and we do so by studying Genesis 1, which provides us with foundational truths which help us to understand so much about life.

This issue of abortion is not primarily political. It is primarily theological. God has spoken very clearly on the subject of the sanctity of life and the Christian’s vigorous defense of life has nothing to do with the drive to get one candidate into public office. It has everything to do with our desire to be faithful to God as people created in His image. It may surprise you to learn the first political appeal from the church to the state over the issue of abortion took place in the 2nd Century. A Christian by the name of Athenagoras made a plea to the Roman Emperor, Marcus Aurelius, in support of the unborn. Listen to what he wrote as he represented to this Roman Emperor the beliefs of the Christian church. He writes, “We (that is, Christians) say women who use drugs to bring on abortion commit murder and will give an account to God for the abortion, for we regard the very fetus in the womb as a created being and, therefore, an object of God’s care.” 
The protest against abortion to the state did not begin with the rise of the Christian right in the 1970’s, but it has been the consistent doctrine and practice of the faith since the beginning of the church. Faithfulness to God demands our defense of the weakest and most dependant among us. We defend the unborn out of love for God and out of love for others. To turn a blind eye to this evil would be both selfish and sinful. We approach this subject with Scripture in view. The message in out text is simple: man is made in the image of God that we might know Him and we might enjoy Him forever.

The context of our passage is the creation of the universe, in Genesis 1,


1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

God Himself is the Creator of all which exists, and nothing exists apart from His hand. The Creation account is then described in detail in Verses 3 through 29, and we find each day’s work recorded, but when we come to Day Six, this day is set above every other day, for on this day God creates man. From this point on, the story of the Bible focuses upon this aspect of His creation and upon God’s special, unique relationship with man. Man becomes the center of His creation and, as a being, made very uniquely to be connected to His glory. Man is the object of God’s specific love, and as we will see also, of His specific mercy and grace. 

From Genesis 1:24-31, we learn three foundational truths about the nature of man. These truths shape everything about us. They shape the way we think about ourselves, the way we relate to others, and the way we respond to God. God begins with these first three chapters of Genesis because nothing in the Gospel is coherent without them. If we do not understand the first three chapters of Genesis, we will miss everything else in the entire Book! If we are fuzzy on these foundational truths then we will be confused about morality, gender, marriage, sexuality, God, and our purpose and meaning in life. 

God sets the record before us so we might have a strong foundation upon which to build our lives. These three foundational truths are stated very simply, but they are so profound. The first foundational truth is: God created man. 

The enemies of God and the enemies of the Bible have long denied this. They claim man “evolved” over millions and millions of years as a result of natural mutation and random biological processes; we are merely the result of naturalistic, biological processes. But, God’s Word teaches us that is not true, rather we are the result of the direct and immediate creative act of God Himself, a personal being who is self-existent and who is eternal. 

The focus of our attention in this study will be on the following verses,

  26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”


 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 

Man is set apart and is separate from the rest of created life. God said, “Let us make man,” so God created man.

The first couple, Adam and Eve, was directly created by God and every human being born in this world thereafter is a creation of God’s hand. With Adam, God used the dust of the earth, He fashioned the dust and He breathed into this dust and man became a living soul. With Eve, God used a rib from Adam’s side. For you and I, God’s processes are different, but nonetheless He remains actively and directly involved in our creation. God uses the sperm of man and the egg inside of a woman and He combines them is such a way He uses this biological process to bring about a human being: a person with a soul which is intended to live forever and ever, but God, nonetheless, is directly involved in this process.

Listen to what God teaches us through Psalm 139, as David writes,

13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.
 
God is directly involved in that biological process. The creation of each baby in the womb is God’s special handiwork. Even before our conception, God drew the blueprints of our DNA.
 He drew the blueprints of our personality, and at conception He set those blueprints into motion. God Himself takes such special care in His creation of each human being for the commencement of His work in the womb of a mother.
This is a fairly simple truth about our nature, but it carries huge implications for us and I note two of them. The first implication is because each of us is created by God, we possess purpose and meaning in our life. We would say we “possess transcendent purpose and transcendent meaning,” something above and beyond this earthly sphere.

God Himself is transcendent; He does nothing without a purpose, so why did God create man? The Bible teaches us the entire purpose of our life is to enjoy God and glorify Him forever and ever.  We read in Isaiah 43,

7 “…everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”

We are created to know God, to enjoy God, and to honor God. Left to ourselves, of course, we are going to fail to live up to our created purpose, but when we come to Jesus Christ He redeems us from our sins, which frustrate the purpose and meaning of our life and He reconnects us to this lasting purpose, this transcendent significance, we have with our Creator. 

The truth of God being man’s creator is basic to our meaningful existence. Those who deny man is created by God must logically deny any transcendent meaning to human life, for there can be no meaning in a world of random biology. Some secular naturalists are honest enough to admit the absence of God leads us to the absence of any significant meaning or purpose to our lives. 

One of those was the existentialist philosopher, Jean Paul Sartre. He writes, “I had appeared by chance. I existed like a stone, a plant, a microbe. I was thinking, here we are eating and drinking to preserve our precious existence and that there is nothing, nothing, absolutely no reason for existing.”
 That is an honest atheist. Many atheists today are no so honest. They attempt to pull from biblical truth meaning out of their own denial of God. Sartre again writes, “Life is an empty bubble floating upon a sea of nothingness.” That warms your heart, does it not?
How would you like to live that way? If you do not believe the Bible and you do not believe God created you, that is the only logical way you can live. Random, impersonal, mechanical systems cannot impart meaning into our lives. If we are to have meaning, we must begin with God, and we cannot believe God created our life with transcendent meaning while at the same time believing other people’s lives do not posses God-created purpose. That is a contradiction of the grossest sort.

Each baby in the womb is created by God to bring glory to Him. That includes the baby with severe deformities, the baby who has only a few hours to live after being born, the baby who dies while yet in it’s mother’s womb, the baby who is an embarrassment to Christian parents, the baby who is a hindrance to the future of the mother, and the baby who is conceived with a person whom the mother did not love. Each baby is created to reveal God’s goodness, God’s greatness, God’s grace, and God’s glory. The best argument we, as Christians, can make against abortion is simple: The baby growing inside a mom is a baby. That is pretty simple. That is a baby created and made by God.
Perhaps some of you, in dealing with this very issue in your life, may be tempted to take the life of your baby. Before you do, please consider deeply the life growing inside of you is a baby. Let us not talk of terminating a pregnancy. No, we must think of this as taking a life of a baby. This baby is not a “blob of tissue”; it is a baby. I believe we will think differently about abortion when we keep this foundational truth in mind.

Because we are created by God, our lives possess a transcendent purpose and meaning. I ask you, do you feel as though your life possesses transcendent purpose and deep meaning? Do you know there is something eternal for you to live for? Perhaps, you may honestly say, “No, I don’t. I get up. I go to work. I go to school. I come home. I sleep. I get up and I go to work or school all over again. That is my life and that is my story.” I can tell you, in Jesus Christ, you can connect to the meaning God has established for you when He created you in His image. I understand our sin disconnects us from that meaning and purpose, but Jesus Christ is able to whet us back to our purpose so we can enjoy Him and know Him and glorify Him forever and ever. That is the hope of the Gospel.
The second implication of this foundational truth is: because each of us is created by God, we possess certain unalienable rights. This is what our founding fathers understood as they wrote, in The Declaration of Independence (1776), these words, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”
They understood “these truths to be self-evident” but these truths are not self-evident in a world in which God is not the creator. They cannot be self-evident and they are completely illogical. These truths are only self-evident to a people who believe in God. 

I understand some have a problem with saying “we were a Christian nation”. That is a big discussion, but I can affirm to you solely upon the basis of historical documents we are a nation grounded in this foundation truth: God created man and that is the reason why our founders and our country has been able to affirm these truths are self-evident. We do not have to argue anymore about them. We understand them upon the logical basis of this foundational truth, but if you pull the foundation, the rug, from underneath a people, everything becomes in chaos and everything is in confusion and up for grabs.

These truths are not only self-evident, our founders said, but they are also unalienable, which means they cannot be taken away. No human government has the right to take away life, liberty, or the pursuit of happiness from any human being. Why is that? It is because God Himself gave us those rights, to individual men and individual women, and since He is the One who gave us these precious rights, only He can take them from us. Any government or person who takes away these rights from another person does so in defiance of God and will give an account to God about this matter.
As an aside, and in order to avoid confusion, I do affirm God gives human government the right to execute justice against law breakers, but that is another sermon.

We do not possess human rights because the United States Constitution says we possess rights. The Constitution does not give us any rights. God gives us the rights and the Constitution only acknowledges God gives us those rights. We possess human rights because God has established them for us. Human rights are God-given and good governments submit to God’s decrees with regards to these rights. 

I am a fan of the United States Constitution. I believe it to be a brilliant document, but it is brilliant because it acknowledges much of what the Bible foundationally says about human life. 

The second foundational truth is man is created in the image of God. As we read Verses 26 and 27, we notice the word “image” or “likeness” appears four times in these two verses. There is an emphasis God is making, “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness’…So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created…them.” 

Notice, in the first six days, as you read Genesis 1, the creation account reads, Verse 3, “God said, ‘Let there be light’ and there was light – day one; Verse 6, “God said, ‘Let there be an expanse in the mists of the waters’ and there was – day two”; Verse 11, “God said, ‘Let the earth sprout vegetation’ – day three”; Verse 14, “God said, ‘Let there be light in the expanse of the heavens’ and there was – day four”; Verse 20, “One day five God said, ‘Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures and let the birds fly above’” and that is exactly what happened on day five; on day six, the first part of the day, in Verse 24, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds,’ and it was so.” 
Each of these verses describes the process God is using to create this world. Someone may ask the question, “Why is there something instead of nothing?” The secular evolutionist has no answer to that question. I have heard and read very brilliant people try to give an answer that aliens came and started this. Where did the aliens come from? Why is there something instead of nothing? Only the Bible has an answer for that and it is God is self-existent and He is eternal and He created all that is.

Up to this point, God has used rather impersonal language to describe how He created the universe. He said, “Let there be…”, but in Verse 26, His language changes uniquely and that is important for us to observe. Here He says, “Let us make man in our image.” He does not say that prior to this; He only says, “Let there be…”

It is interesting God moves from commanding, “Let there be…”, to consulting, “Let us…” Who is He consulting with? Before the universe began, who is God consulting with; “Let us make man in our image.” That is the joint decision of this “Divine Executive Counsel”. Who are the members of Divine Executive Counsel? It will not be until later, in Revelation, we discover who the members of this Divine Executive Counsel are, but those members are God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. We are getting a first peak at this doctrine which will explain in full, later in Revelation, God is one God who exists in three specific persons. God is a God of relationships. He exists in relationship with Himself in three distinct persons of the Godhead. For all of eternity He has exercised and enjoyed this relationship He has had with Himself, and now He says, “Let us make man in our image.” 
He is describing a very personal process because which is intended in the creation of man is to be very personal for God. Out of all the creatures God created, only one required a Divine Counsel to say, “Let us…” in the decision to make man in “our image and stamp man in such a special way so as to be like God, to be shaped like God, to be fashioned like God, and cannot be described of any other creature. 

How are we like God? How are we “fashioned” in His image? There are many ways in which we are not like God, and that is important to acknowledge. We are not omnipresent. We are not omniscient. We are not omnipotent. 

But, how is man “like” God? Man is like God in the following senses. This list is not exhaustive, but I want to give you some bullet points as to how we are like God and how that distinguishes us from the rest of creation.

We are like God in that we have an inner sense of right and wrong. We have a moral compass. We have a conscience. 

We are like God in that we are given a consciousness of eternity. We have an idea something happens, after death came into this world, after we die. We are created to be eternal in our existence.
We are like God in that we have a capacity for deep and intimate relationships and deep community with others. We are given the opportunity to have a special covenant relationship, which God will describe in Genesis 2, between a husband and a wife; such a relationship in which the two become one flesh. Marriage itself is borne out of our likeness to God.

We are like God in that we possess an ability to understand and communicate complex ideas and feelings. We have abilities for art, music, history, literature, science, drama, and economics.

But, perhaps most significant of all, man is like God in that man is given a built-in idea of God and he is given an ability to relate to God personally and to worship Him. The image of God is stamped upon man and it enables us to enjoy God as our creator and friend and it enables us to process what we see in creation and acknowledge the Creator in the midst of our creation. 

God created man in His own image so man might know Him and worship Him in deep fellowship and in intimate communion. Man’s crowning glory is to be intimately related to the Creator. 

Someone may ask, “If this is the reason or way I am created, in the image of God and to know God and to love Him and enjoy Him forever and ever, why do I still feel so distant from God?” We will discuss that shortly.

There are two implications which flow from this truth about man being created in the image of God. First, because every person is created in the image of God, every person is morally accountable to Him. The animals were not created in God’s image, so they have no Judgment Day awaiting them. They have no guilt over their actions. A lion which kills another lion is not an evil lion; it is a lion living out his life according to his instincts in a fallen world. This lion will not be judged by God for killing another of its own kind. This is what lions do in a world corrupted by sin, but this is not true of man.

A man who kills another man is guilty before God. God is going to hold us to account for those actions, for we are designed to represent Him and to represent His righteousness in this world as people stamped with His image.
Ethics and morality necessarily die when we stop believing we are created in the image of God, and as a result we are not held accountable to Him. This is one of the reasons why removing The Ten Commandments from our public schools is such an ominous sign of things to come. It is not just the removal of those specific words, but it is the removal of the idea we are accountable to God for our actions. 
We believe we can teach ethics and morality without reference to God, but friends that is impossible. There is no basis for ethics or morality without an acknowledgment of our being created in the image of God and held accountable to Him. 
We wonder why there is so much murder, so much crime, so much divorce, and so little civility in our world. Without God, one logically may ask, “Why should I love my neighbor if it does not benefit me, or if it benefits me more not to love them? Why should I be honest, caring, and unselfish?” Again, without God there is logical answer to these questions.

The second implication is, because every person is created in the image of God, every human life is sacred. God’s image is not stamped upon some people and not on others. God’s image is not reserved for certain races, certain genders, or certain classes of people. God’s image is not given as a result of certain physical abilities some people have or certain intellectual powers or a certain duration to the length of life. No, the Bible teaches us, every human being, regardless of the physical, mental, or social ability, bears in his or her body the image of God, from the baby in the womb to the elderly in the nursing home. 
It is not the perfect, the privilege, or the planned who are vested with the image of God and thus have the right to life. Everyone is!

So much pain, suffering, and atrocity is born in this world because man refuses to acknowledge a simple truth: every person is created in the image of God.

The last foundational truth is: God created man to enjoy Him. He created us in His image so we might a real relationship with Him. If we were not created in His image, we would not be able to love Him and we would not be able to enjoy Him. 

You may ask, “If this is the way I am made, why do I feel distant from God?” It is because of what happens in Genesis 3, as we read further in the story. There was only one law God gave to Adam and Eve, and that was the law, “Do not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for in the day you eat of it you shall surely die.”
 

We read, in Genesis 3,

6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.

The woman is tempted by the serpent, whom we later learn is Satan, and she took it in defiance of God. They later felt guilt and shame in their condition and received alienation from God. 
The Apostle Paul would say it this way, in Romans 5,

12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned…

Do you want to know why you are not connected to God rightly, why you are alienated from Him, why you cannot see Him, and why you do not enjoy Him? It is because of sin has made this disconnection and this separation from God. Adam and Eve tried to solve the problem on their own and is that not where mankind still is; “Let us sew together fig leaves” and believe that will cover us enough so we can reconnect to God. Nonetheless, even though they had fig leaves on, they were still hiding from God when God came looking for them, because man’s solution to this deep problem never is sufficient to bring back fellowship between us and God. We need a heavenly solution.

God comes to Adam and Eve, in Genesis 3, in the cool of the day to walk with them. That was His custom and they had hidden themselves from His presence among the trees in the Garden,


9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”

What a gracious word that is. God did not have to come looking for Adam and Eve. He could have said, “They sinned. They are separated from me. Let them die and never be connected to me again.” But, God said, “Where are you?” Jesus would say, “The Son of Man has come to seek and to save those who are lost.”
 If you have been connected to God through Jesus Christ, it is because God came seeking you and asking, “Where are you?” while you were hiding from Him. He came to draw you to Himself. 
“Where are you?”, God asked, and Adam replied, 


10 “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked…”

He acknowledged sin had separated him from God and it had broken that relationship. It distorted the image God had placed within man. 

The truth is, we are made in the image of God, but our sin has marred that and distorted it. That distortion begs for renewal, for redemption, and for completion, and that is precisely what Jesus offers us. That is why He came into this world so in Christ we can become new people and we can go back to our created blessing of being in relationship with the Living God.

The Bible tells us, if anyone is in Christ that person is a new creation. Old things, the old brokenness and the old separation, have passed away. Behold, everything becomes new and becomes renewed again, back to God’s created purpose for us.

Friends, your relationship with God can only be mended by Jesus' work and you must believe in Him. Have you personally believed in Jesus, or are you still sewing fig leaves to mend the relationship?

Here are a few practical applications regarding what we have discussed. First, love and minister to women who are tempted to commit this great evil. Some may be in the situation of being tempted. Some may be pressured by one’s own aspirations or by one’s own goals to abort the baby. Some may be pressured by a boyfriend or parents or by one’s own fears. I do not make light of the temptation one may be facing, but I urge you to consider your baby is a baby. Abortion is no solution.

In our own city, we have ministries such as The Women’s Pregnancy Center or The Ester House to give our time, money, and help to show compassion to serve who are vulnerable to this sin.

Second, let us bring God’s grace to women who have had abortions. The guilt of this sin is deep and profound for women who have made this sinful choice. Undoubtedly, in this church, there are some who are weighed down by a past decision to abort your baby. To some of you who have already openly acknowledged it, and to some it is still tearing at your soul as a dark secret of the past, I want you to know God loves you. God offers to free you from your sin and from its guilt and shame through Jesus. Jesus shed His own blood for your soul.

Friends, we must share the Gospel with these women that they might receive hope in life.

Third, let us love and serve orphans. I thank God for orphan care ministry and for testimonies given. We can become foster parents or adopt orphans or we can help couples who do foster care and who do adopt. We can help them financially, through prayer, through personal encouragement, through baby sitting, or a hundred different ways. The orphan ministry we have in our church is not just for those who want to foster or think about adopting, but it is for all of us to say, “How can we get involved here?”
Fourth, vote only for pro-life candidates. I urge you. Yes, it is right for us to use other political means to press for the legal protection of the unborn children, but the most powerful tool we have in our country is our vote. As a Christian, I cannot, in conscience, vote for a pro-abortion candidate. In the past I have voted for candidates from both major parties and some insignificant parties because of this conviction, but I cannot vote for one who is party to the legal slaughter of millions of innocents each year. What issue could possibly be bigger than 1,200,000 baby’s lives being stripped from them in our land?

Fifth, choose pro-life physicians. One of the first questions, I believe, is right to ask a doctor, especially an obstetrics and gynecological (OB/GYN) doctor, is, “Are you pro-life? Let me know your stance on this issue. Do you believe in legalized abortion?” If that doctor believes in legalized abortion, I believe it is time to find another doctor. I believe Christian OB/GYN doctors very well may have to take a difficult stand in the years ahead as the doctrine and logic of abortion fills this place. It is very possible the laws of this land may turn on such doctors and force them to perform abortions, and they will have to make hard decisions about their own lives, but we must stand with and behind them.

Sixth, let us keep talking and thinking about this issue. The world would have us say, “Let us forget it and put it in the past. This was almost forty years ago. Let’s get over it and move on to something else!” No, we are here to be God’s representatives and we have seen God bring light after great darkness many times throughout our own nation’s history and throughout human history, so let us keep talking about this issue. Our opinions do shape the opinions of our friends. Let us not be afraid of controversy. Let us be smart, gracious, and loving, but let us be bold.
If you know your neighbor is a very strong pro-abortion person, it may not be the smartest thing to come up to them and say, “Abortion is murder!” and get in their face about that. No, instead why don’t we gently lead them to the truth and ask questions such as, “Do you believe it is right to abort a baby on the basis of gender? Did you hear about that case in Australia? What do you think about that?” I believe the tensions will become apparent to a person who thinks so many have stopped thinking about this issue.

Ask them, “When do believe a baby possesses human rights? Is it the moment after they are born? Is it the moment right before they are born? Tell me what you think about this? I am interested?”

Ask them, “What do you think about the situation where one physician is working to save the life of a baby of a twenty-three week old in one hospital room, and in the very next room the physician is working to actively take the life of a baby of a twenty-three week old? What do you think about that?” That literally happens!

Seventh, share the Gospel. The Gospel transforms the heart and ultimately it is a heart-issue and a spiritual-issue and a submission-to-God-issue. I have had one friend who said, “I was a strong pro-abortion person until I came to Jesus and in a moment my view of that changed.” It was all because of Christ and the Light God brings to a person. This is what is ultimately needed. Abortion doctors and abortion nurses are not our enemies. They need the Gospel. We are not called to be malicious toward these doctors and nurses, but we are called to proclaim the Gospel to them and be ambassadors of the life of God to them.

Finally, if you are tempted to abort your baby, or if you are a parent and you are tempted to encourage your daughter to abort her baby, pray for God’s grace, first, to enlighten your heart. Have a clear understanding the baby is a baby, and then pray to empower your spirit to overcome the temptation to commit this grievous sin and choose life. You have another option.
As a church, we want to be a place where every baby is wanted, and if you or a friend does not want a baby, bring the baby to the church. We will care for that baby by God’s grace and for His glory.
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