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Elijah Taken to Heaven

 1 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 And Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3 And the sons of the prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take away your master from over you?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 

 4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take away your master from over you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 

 6 Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of the sons of the prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up and struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of them could go over on dry ground. 

 9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before I am taken from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” 10 And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” 11 And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 12 And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more. 

    

   Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 13 And he took up the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 Then he took the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and struck the water, saying, “Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” And when he had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over.

Death is no respecter of persons. Death may come to us slowly and expectantly, or quickly and shockingly. 

This Friday, March 4th, I read the headline, “Michigan High School Star Dies After the Winning Shot”. The news account told the tragic story of Wes Leonard, a sixteen-year old, standout athlete in Fennville High School near Holland, Michigan. On Thursday evening, Fennville, Wes Leonard’s team, took a 19-0 record against Bridgeman High School. The game was close throughout and ended in a tie. During overtime the teams fought back and forth, when, at the very last second, Wes Leonard made a game-winning shot to give his team a 57 to 55 victory, preserving a perfect season. The crowd rushed to the floor in joyful celebration and Wes collapsed to the floor and he died. The autopsy revealed an enlarged heart to have been the cause of his death. What a sad and stunning story!

These kinds of stories remind me of the truth we all need to be ready for the day of our death, for we do not know the day nor the hour of our final breath, but unless the Lord Jesus returns, we do know death will one day knock on our door. The statistics are sobering: ten out of every ten people die! Unless the Lord Jesus receives us in the clouds, death will be the last experience each of us will have on this earth. Death will close these eyes of ours; silence these tongues of ours; and still these hands and feet of ours. 
When I look into a funeral casket, I cannot help to think: One day, others will be looking down at my lifeless body. Some may say, “That is a really morbid thought, pastor.” I respond, “No, it is sobering, but it is not morbid, unpleasant, and gloomy, for as believers we need not fear death and we should not avoid thinking about it.” 

Martin Luther said, “We should live with the day of our death constantly before our eyes.” We, of all people, should know this world is not our home. It is transient, and we are living for a future day in eternity. 

This is the meaning of God’s encouragement in Ecclesiastes 7, when God says,


2 It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of feasting…

That is interesting, because when we first read that we say, “How is it true it is better to go to a funeral than to a wedding.” That is what Ecclesiastes is saying? God gives us the reason,

…for this is the end of all mankind and the living will lay it to heart.
At a house of mourning, and at a funeral, we realize this is the end of our lives and this is how it is going to play out. 
The idea presented, at a funeral, each one of us is reminded our own physical is temporal and not eternal. Our lives flash by so quickly and then eternity awaits us. At a funeral each one of us is confronted with this grave question: What then and what will happen when I face God to give an account of my life? Will it lead to joy? Or, will it lead to unending sorrow?

These are sobering questions, but they are valuable for each one of us to consider as we look to God and think about His call upon our life. A house of mourning reminds each of us of the eternal value of possessing a soul which is qualified for Heaven; a soul which is accepted by God; a life which has stored up treasure in Heaven. Thinking about the shortness of our life helps us to live for eternity. 

I am told in Indiana there is a cemetery with an old tombstone bearing this epitaph,


“Pause, stranger, as you pass me by.


 As you are now, so once was I.


 And as I am not so you will be.


 So prepare for death and follow me.”

An unknown reader saw those words and scratched this reply at the bottom of that tombstone,


“To follow you I am not content


  Until I know which way you went.”

In this study we stop and pause to consider Elijah’s obituary in 2 Kings 2. Elijah’s departure from this earthly realm assists us to consider our own departure in light of his. Elijah is one of only two individuals in past history who did not experience physical death as they departed from this world. Both Enoch
 and Elijah were immediately “translated”
 from this temporal realm into their eternal home, into Heaven itself, without passing through the dark curtain of death. Wouldn’t you like to be on their plan?
We might be! God’s Word tells us a day is coming when Jesus will return in the clouds and all those who are alive in Jesus at that time, when He returns, will physically be transformed and translated immediately up into the presence of God. Consider Paul’s words to the Thessalonian church, which describes this in Thessalonians 4, 

15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.

We will not gain this new body fashioned for Heaven before those who have already died in Christ. Those who are already dead will rise first and receive their new bodies first and meet the Lord. Whether we experience physical death, or whether we are still alive at the time of Jesus' return, the future for every believer is a glorious one.
I can understand why an unbeliever would shrink away from the prospect of death and say, “I do not want to talk about it and I do not want to think about it!” The unbeliever has no hope of eternal life and they have no eager expectation of it, but it makes no sense to me believers would shy away from talking about death with their families and their children. I do not mean to make it a preoccupation, but at the same time say, “This is not a subject with which we are uncomfortable at all”, because Jesus has secured for us a glorious departure. Death is a vanquished foe and it becomes the gate through which we pass as we enter into the deepest, most wonderful joy we can possibly imagine. May God free us all from the fear of death as we consider Elijah’s departure. 

We will examine three aspects of our departure from this world which ought to encourage us. The first is we must have a Divine perspective about our departure. Secondly, we must have a Divine preparation for our departure. Third, we must have a Divine provision in our departure.

Let us consider our text as we study a Divine perspective about our departure,

1 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal.

The first perspective this story presents to us is God ordains the time and the manner of our death for His glory. God is sovereignly in control. Notice these words in Verse 1, “…when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven…” The Lord is in absolute control of the time and the manner of Elijah’s departure. 

Elijah is not ill. He is not weak. He is not decrepit. He is not fragile. As we read this story, we find Elijah travels on foot from Gilgal to Bethel to Jericho, and to the eastern side of the Jordan River all in a single day. That is over thirty miles this man who is about to depart this world travels with his protégé, Elisha, on that day. This is not a man who is gasping with his last breath. This is a man who is strong and who is filled with vitality.

God had ordained the number of Elijah’s days and this was the day God was going to take him home. We read further in the text,

. 2 And Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3 And the sons of the prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take away your master from over you?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 

God had communicated, not only to Elijah, this was going to his day of departure, but to Elisha as well and to the sons of the prophets in Bethel. They had this divine perspective, “Don’t you know the Lord is going to take away your master?” It is not that death is going to come and Elijah is going to die, but it is the Lord is going to take him away. God has sovereignly decided and chosen, in the infinite wisdom of the counsel of His own will, to take Elijah from this earthly realm. 
This truth does not mean we who are left behind should not deeply mourn over our loss when someone we love is taken by God into that other realm, that other place. But, it is to comfort us to know our death, and the death of any other person, is not an accident or a random part of life and “the way things are”, but the Lord Himself is in it. The death of believers is a blessing.
This past spring my father stumbled over a chair in our living room and he broke his hip and he ended up dying from the damage of that fall. This truth comforts me: God is in control and sovereign over every event and in the time and manner of our death. I do not have to think about, “What if…?” What if, on that day, and there are a thousand “what ifs” I could think of, I would have been able to secure my father’s life, but I do not have to think about that because I know God is sovereign. He ordains the time and He ordains the manner of our death for His glory.

This truth is taught so powerfully in Job 14, and it says,

5 Man’s days are determined; you have decreed the number of his months and have set limits he cannot exceed.

I like the New Living Translation of that, which reads,

5 You have decided the length of our lives. You know how many months we will live, and we are not given a minute longer.

Psalm 139 teaches us this same perspective,
16 …your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.

Before we were even conceived in our mother’s womb, God had ordained a beginning, a middle, and an end. Someone said, “Each one of us is born with an expiration date.” That is true; God ordains to take His servants home. He ordains not only the time, but also the manner and He ordains here, for Elijah, by a whirlwind. 
God had ordained for Elijah to glorify Him by taking him home in this wonderful, amazing way; a whirlwind comes, a chariot of fire arrives, Elijah gets in it, the whirlwind blows, and the chariot and fire are whished away. What a picture! Would you not have loved to have been there to see that? Better yet, would you not love to experience that? That is a great way to go. That is the way I would choose to leave this realm if I had my will done. That is not the way, perhaps, I will die. 

If I do not get to die that way, I would love to die like a pastor by the name of John Mayhowe. The New York Times reports Pastor John Mayhowe’s death in 1889 and this is what was written: “The Reverend John Mayhowe, a free-will Baptist minister, fell dead last night, in the pulpit, while preaching at the Mountain Schoolhouse. He seemed as well as usual when opening the service and reached the middle of his discourse when he fell forward and died instantly.” That is another great way to die and leave this world: doing what one loves and what glorifies God. That is awesome!
I can think of a number of circumstances, however, I would like to avoid. There are many manners of death which are very unpleasant, very painful, and very difficult. As believers, more than we desire a pleasant and painless death, we desire a death which will glorify God, so we say, “God, it is okay for you to choose the manner because you know how best I might glorify you. It may be one of those painful and difficult deaths, but, Lord, here is what I want to do: I want to glorify you if that is your sovereign design. It is in your hands and I can trust you to be my helper and my refuge in that last battle against unbelief and against sin. I can trust you to allow me to exalt Jesus in what ever manner of death you design for me.” 
Jesus is talking to Peter, in John 21, and He describes the manner of Peter’s death when He says,

18 “Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 19(This [Jesus] said to show by what kind of death [Peter] was to glorify God.)

Jesus is telling Peter, “You are going to die in an unpleasant way. You will die in such a way you will be taken where you do not want to go and you are going to have your hands stretched out.” Early traditions, from the church fathers, say Peter was crucified upside down; he was taken to a place he did not want to go and his hands were stretched out and he was crucified. We do not know whether that tradition is true, but we do know, from John 21, God had designed a specific manner of death for Peter for the purpose of bringing Him glory. 

Jesus was telling Peter his death was going to be very difficult and his death was going to glorify God in an amazing way. The bottom line is: we do not have to fear the timing of our death nor the manner of death, for God is good and we can trust Him in every circumstance. As we focus upon glorifying Him in our life and glorifying Him in our death, we can embrace God is good and He has a perfect plan. He is going to give us grace to help us so we might worship Him from the beginning of our salvation all the way to the end of our lives. We do not need to fret and we do not need to despair. 

Yes, I believe it is right to use all of the resources God provides to delay our death and to ease pain within the midst of death. I am thankful for modern medicine; I really am, but here is the question: If God asks us to die in a difficult manner for His glory will we receive that trial as an opportunity to worship Him and to honor Him in the last moments we have on this earth? Or, will we give ourselves over to despair, to anger, and to fear as a result of it? 
The second perspective we want to observe from Elijah is: God uses death to transport us from one place to another. Again we read in our text the Lord is about to take Elijah up into Heaven, from one place to another place, from this realm to Heaven. Death is a doorway into another world. It is never a brick wall which ceases our existence. 

For the unredeemed person, death is a terrifying introduction to the judgment of God in their lives. For the person who has trusted Jesus and who has received from Him eternal life, death is not a sad ending to everything good, noble, joyful, and important. No, death for the believer is the beginning of an eternity of joy, separated from sin, separated from conflict, disease, heartache, sadness, and tears. 

The New Testament uses the word “departure” to describe the death of the believer. The Apostle Paul uses that word in 2 Timothy 4, when he says,

6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come.

Paul does not say, “the time of my death”, but he says, “the time of my ‘departure’”, because he wants us to understand something about death. Death is the means by which God transports His own from one temporary place to His eternal home He has for them; it is our chariot.

Peter Marshall tells the story of a young boy about four years old who had a terminal disease. At first he was simply sick in bed and he did not understand his condition. Eventually he realized he was not going to get better and he would never play with his friends again. One morning he asked his mom, “Am I going to die?” He mom honestly said, “Yes, dear.” “Mommy, what is death like? Will it hurt?” The mother ran out of the room and into the kitchen and she leaned against the refrigerator. Her knuckles gripped white to keep from crying and she prayed, “Lord, would you give me an answer for my son?” 

The Lord gave her and answer and she went back into the room and she sat down on the bed, next to her boy. She said, “Do you remember how you used to play outside all day and when you came inside at night you were so tired you fell down on the couch and you fell asleep? Do you remember how, in the morning, you would wake up and you would not be on the couch but you would be in your bed? In that time, when you were asleep, you daddy took you in his arms and he carried you into your room and he laid you in your bed. He took you from one place to another. That is what the Lord will do for you. He will take you in His arms and He will move you from this place to another and when you wake up you will find yourself home.” 

That is what death is like for the believer. Satan’s hold is broken and our fear is taken away; Jesus broke the bondage of death for us and that is why He said, John 11,
25 “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?
We now consider a Divine preparation for our departure. Elijah did not seem to be worried, anxious, or fretful about this day. He knows he is departing from this earth, never to return again, and yet he is so calm in his demeanor. We see his calmness as we read the text,
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take away your master from over you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.”

 6 Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on.

They went walking. Elijah is calmly following the Lord’s instruction from one city to the next and he knows how the day is going to end, but he is not frantic. He is not hurried in the midst of this. He is at rest and there is a calm securing his soul. I believe Elijah is calm because Elijah has prepared all of his life for this day; he is completely ready for it. 

How about you? If today the Lord would say, “At the end of this day I am going to take you from this place”, would you say, “Yes, Lord, I am ready. Perhaps it would not be my will, but I am ready. Perhaps I would like a little time longer, but I am ready and I am at peace with that. I am prepared for that day.” 

How can we prepare for the day of our death? Elijah gave us such a great example of a life lived in such a way he can eagerly expect joy at that time of departure. We need to mark three characteristics of Elijah’s life by way of review of what we have discovered of Elijah already. The first characteristic which is so essential in Elijah’s and which prepared him for that day is Elijah had a right relationship with God. Elijah was a man who walked with God throughout his life and he connected to God in a very personal way. He committed himself to faith in the Lord even when no one else around him believed YAHWAH is God and he said, “Lord, you are God and I am going to commit my life to you.” 
When we read 1 Kings 18, we read,

36 And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet came near and said, “O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, and that I am your servant…”

That was his testimony. If he were being baptized, that would have been his testimony; “Today, let it be known you are God, you are the redeeming, sovereign Lord of the universe, and I am your servant. I choose to follow you. I am placing my faith, my hope, and my trust in you.” What a great testimony Elijah has given. He desired, above everything else, to be known as a servant of God more than he desired any other kind of worldly claim. He is saying, “This is what I want people to say when they point at me and they think about me, ‘There goes a servant of the Living God.’” 

Because Elijah had this real and vital relationship with the Living God, he was ready to meet Him. Do you have a right relationship with the Living God? 

God’s Word teaches us we all start out in life as enemies of God and that is sobering. That means something has to happen after we are born which would change our relationship so as to reconcile us with God and so we would move from being enemies. That is the way we all start out. We start out as rebels against the Lord, wanting to do our own thing and be self-sufficient and independent of Him, but something has to happen which would change us so we would become people who are submitting to God and now friends with God; reconciled with God. Our testimony must be, “This is where I was and this is what happened. At this point my relationship with God changed and I was reconciled to the Living God.” 

We must have this changed which is experienced by God’s grace. We cannot change ourselves and we cannot amend the problem left to our own selves. We cannot say, “From now on I am going to obey God and work my way back into a right relationship with Him.” That does not work because we do not have the capacity to reconcile with God on the basis of our own deeds. We need God’s work of miracle grace in our life to change us and to reconcile us to Him. 

The Bible says this is what is available to us. We can be reconciled to God. We can move from being enemies to being friends with God through Jesus who died in our place, upon the cross, for our sins so our sins, which created this enmity and animosity between us and God, are removed, but then Jesus replaces in us His righteousness and His very life in our soul so we can commune with God as a friend would commune with a friend. 
If a person has not been reconciled with God, they are not prepared to meet Him. The only way a person can be reconciled to Jesus is by being born again and by believing Jesus is the Savior and Lord and through Him we can have our sins forgiven and through Him we can have eternal life. Have you believed in Jesus and committed your life to Jesus as your Savior and as your Lord?
The second characteristic of Elijah’s life which prepared him is Elijah submitted his life to God’s authority and to God’s Word. Elijah listened to God and obeyed what He said. That is the account all throughout this story. 

Elijah’s faith was not a faith without works, but it was a faith which worked. We know from James letter, faith without works is dead.
 Faith without obedience and submission to God is not the kind of faith which rescues any person from their sin and prepares them for death. If you find yourself in willful, decided disobedience to God you are not ready to meet Him. A person in open and active willful sin cannot be assured they possess the gift of eternal life. Their life denies what their lips affirm.
You may say, “Pastor, are you saying a Christian never sins?” No, of course, Christians sin and that is the reason why Jesus taught His Disciples to pray saying, “Father, forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.”
 That is a part of the natural course of prayer for a disciple’s life, because we sin. But, there is a difference between the sins which seize a person quickly and the sins in which a person gives themselves over to, deliberately, willfully, and thoughtfully.

For instance, let us choose the sin of divorce without biblical grounds. A husband, during a heated argument with his wife, may sin by saying, “I want a divorce!” That is a very serious sin. It is a soul-damaging sin. It is a relationship-damaging sin. It is a sin by which a Christian husband must seek God’s grace never, ever to commit. I urge every husband to say, “Those words will never, ever part from my lips.” But, that is a different kind of sin from the sin of willfully choosing to pursue a divorce, not in the heat of an argument, but in the thoughtful plan and settled rebellion against God’s Word.
John speaks of this latter kind of sin as evidence one is not truly born again. In 1 John 3, he says,

6 No one who abides in (God) keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him…8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning…9 No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of God.

Elijah shows us this is the kind of faith he has and possesses; that he submitted to God’s Word throughout his life. If we read 1 Kings 17, we will see this pattern and we can mark it in about ten different places, but we read,

2 And the word of the LORD came to him: 3 “Depart from here…5So he went and did according to the word of the LORD.

That pattern happens about eight times; “So the Word of the Lord came to him saying…so Elijah went and did according to the Word of the Lord.” It is a life prepared for eternity because it was a life which was walking in obedience. The pursuit of holiness is the way to prepare for death. 

There is a country and western song which urges a person to “live like we were dying.”
 For that song writer that means you go skydiving, rocky mountain climbing, and 2.7 seconds on a bull named Fu Manchu”. I am not sure about those things. They are okay, and if you are living like you are dying there is nothing necessarily wrong with those things, but here is what Scripture says, “Here is the way you live like you are dying: Open the Scriptures, find out what God is telling you, and you do it.” That is how we live like we were dying. We leave a church service where we are taught the Word of God and we say, “I am going to apply that! I am going to put that into my life.”
The last characteristic is: Elijah persevered in the faith and in his active service to God al throughout his life. He did not stop. All the way up until the day he departed, we did not find him saying, “Ah, the last day. Time to go to the beach! I have served the Lord all my life. This is the last moment I have to enjoy this precious earth. I am going to the beach.” No, what did he do? He went to Gilgal, Bethel, and Jericho which are places of the schools of the prophets are. He said, “I am going to pour my last bit of energy into people who are behind and who remain so they can glorify God after me. That is what I am going to do with my life.”
But, the sad thing is, here in America Christians have succumbed to a cultural temptation to think their last few years and the last days of their lives should be spent enjoying what this temporal world has for them, instead of being poured into what God would call them to do and use whatever resources, whatever strength, whatever energy, and whatever life we have to serve Him.

What are you going to do when you retire, brothers? What are you going to do when you retire, sisters? Often times our vision of our retirement is a vision which is separated from the reality of eternity and of Heaven.

When we think about retirement, of all people as believers, we say, “Yes, I am going to be able to have more time set aside to lift up and exalt Jesus because He is the most precious, most valuable, and He is worthy. This is how my life, whatever life God gives me, can really count. This world is not Heaven. Heaven is later for me. Right now I can use the life God has given me in such a way as to increase my joy in a multiplied fashion and that is what I am going to do.”

If you have difficulty with that, thinking, “What does that mean?” As pastors or elders in this church we would love to sit down and talk with you and ask, “What does that mean for you? Let’s pray about that.” I believe one reason the church of Jesus Christ is so weakened in her influence is because her people within the church are not using the energy God has given us to proclaim Him and to be used to lift up Jesus in a culture which is so dark with sin.

The last issue I want to encourage you with is: the Divine provision in our departure. God provides for the one who is departing, as we study the text,

11 And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 12 And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more. 

Would you not have liked to be there? Every believer’s exit from this world is a super-natural one. I believe it is filled with glory and wonder. We may not see the glory and wonder as Elijah saw it; it may look very plain and very awful. Sometimes when a believer dies it looks horrible, but something instantly happens when that soul is taken from this realm to another which is glorious. Again, we do not see the glory as Elijah. We are not promised that, but we know it is glorious and it is filled with wonder.
I love 2 Peter 1,

10 So, dear brothers and sisters, work hard to prove that you really are among those God has called and chosen. Do these things, and you will never fall away. 11 Then God will give you a grand entrance into the eternal Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Isn’t that a great promise? 
We say, “I would have loved to have been at that whirlwind with Elijah. What a grand and glorious entrance that would have been to see!” That is what awaits every believer; that kind of grand and majestic entrance into God’s presence and we can all long for and believe we can experience this on the basis of God’s promise to us. May this story remind us we serve a living God who provides for us in the hour of our departure, but, not just for us but also God provides for those left behind as well. He provides not only for the one who is dying, but He also provides for the ones left behind.
In Verses 12 through 15 we see how God ministered to Elisha and how God provided Elisha resources in order to continue, first, to be comforted, I believe. That is one of the purposes of him being able to see what happened, but also to continue on.

Here was this great man, Elijah, and everyone around and the sons of the prophets said, “What will we do without Elijah? If he were gone we would be completely at a loss!” That is how we would have felt, but God said, “Elisha, just because I have taken away my servant Elijah from you I have not taken away from you my spirit. I will provide for you so you will be able to continue on in this work, and in fact continue in double measure.”

When we read Elisha’s life, we see he ministered about twice as long as Elijah and he did about twice as many miracles as Elijah. God provided for him.
Occasionally, the prospect of death presents itself to my mind as I think of my own mortality. When I was younger and I had those thoughts, I used to be gripped by a fearful thought: What about Kimberly? What about my three boys? What would happen if I would be taken from them? These thoughts discouraged me and God, one day through His Word and by His Spirit, communicated to me, “Ritch, who is providing for your family right now? Are you, or am I? Do you not trust me now with the care of your family? Cannot you trust me to take care of your family if I choose to take you home? Do you not believe I will provide for them if you are not here?” Again, I have no death wish, but it is great to know, but it is great to know we can trust God for these things.

I urge you, brothers and sisters, live like you are dying. Live with eternity in view so you might like you are living, so when that day comes, it will be a day of glory and joy.

If you have never committed your life over to the Lord Jesus that is the fundamental and foundational step we must take because there is no life in any other. If we do not have Jesus as our Savior, when we die we will die in our sins and we will stand before an infinitely Holy God with our own sins attached to us, and that is an awful prospect. None of need to stand before God with our sins yet attached to our soul. God has given us His very own Son and He sent Him to die upon a cross so our sins would be taken upon Him and paid for in full. Won’t you trust in Jesus as your Savior and commit yourself, in faith, to Him?
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