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Greeting

 1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

    

   To those who are elect exiles of the dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: 

    

   May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 

Born Again to a Living Hope

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

Malcolm Muggeridge comments, “Contrary to what might be expected, I look back on experiences that at the time seemed especially desolating and painful with particular satisfaction. Indeed, I can say with complete truthfulness that everything I have learned in my seventy-five years in this world, everything that has truly enhanced and enlightened my experience, has been through affliction and not through happiness.”

Affliction and suffering do not always enhance or enlighten a life. Some lives needlessly become embittered, soured, and despairing as the result of the sorrow of affliction. Many waste the opportunity suffering brings us by pushing our pain inward rather than upward toward God.  What a tragedy for a believer to experience pain and suffering, and yet gain no benefit through it! That is tragic! We need spiritual focus if we are to view our hardship from God’s perspective and to profit by it. This is where this letter of 1 Peter comes to our aid, for The Letter of 1 Peter was written to suffering saints to help them benefit from their pain and to encourage them to persevere in godliness and in faithfulness as they lived their lives in a world that hated them and persecuted them. Even a casual reading of this letter reveals the theme of this book focuses upon the sufferings of the believer in this present life. Every chapter of Peter’s Epistle speaks regarding this subject.

For instance, in 1 Peter 6, we read,

6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials…

In 1 Peter 2, we read,

20b But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.
Then we read in 1 Peter 3,

14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened.
In 1 Peter 4, he writes,

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.

Finally, in 1Peter 5, we read,

10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.

This book is about suffering and suffering is its theme. With this theme of suffering in mind, we take up the first five verses of Peter’s letter. I find it immensely instructive a letter devoted to helping believers to practically stand firm under harsh treatment begins with a doxology and a call to worship God and a call to praise Him. Peter begins his address to this suffering audience, not with rousing exhortations for them to remain strong, not even with soft condolences of comfort as he shares his compassion upon them. That is how I might have begun a letter to people who were suffering, but that is not what Peter does. Peter begins by saying, “Beloved, suffering servants of God, let us worship together! We have a great God and He is greatly to be praised.” Worship is the leading edge of our life in this world. We are a people who think vertically first, upward toward God and stand amazed at the glorious nature of our great God and Savior, before we think horizontally. 

The first twelve verses contain not even one commandment and not even one exhortation. Instead, the first twelve verses of Peter’s Letter, and this is instructive because the first words are very important. They set the stage and the feast which is to follow. The first twelve verses are completely filled with statements about God and statements about His kind, gracious actions toward us. In Verses 1 through 5, Peter reminds the suffering church God has given them, and given us, a precious new identity.  

If anyone is in Christ, he or she becomes a new creation. The old identity is gone and has past away.
 The question Peter answers for us in the first five verses is: “Now that I am in Christ, who am I?” Do you know who you are? In this study we will consider three specific changes God makes in our identity when we come to Jesus and are changed Him. The first is: God calls us as exiles in this world. The second is: God chose us as His elect people. Third: God gave us new birth into a new life.

Let us look at the change of identity of being friends with this world to being exiles in this world. God calls us as exiles, as we read,
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia…
Peter refers to himself by the name Jesus gave him. Peter means “rock”. His name was changed from Simon to Peter and Jesus changed his identity from the outset. Also notice he calls himself “an apostle” not “the” apostle. This is significant given church history and present-day doctrine regarding church leadership. Peter does not call himself “the apostle”. Peter does not make himself “pope” over the church. He is a peer of the other apostles whom God has commissioned to provide the foundation for the church from its inception. 
Bithynia is Asia Minor and those are the areas in which the Apostle Paul primarily ministered and established churches. Peter writes to them as exiles and he addresses his audience of believers as “exiles”. He is reminding these believers when they came to Christ, their relationship with the world around them completely changed. Prior to Christ, these people, and all people, are at home in this world. That is our natural state, but now, having come to Christ the believer’s new identity makes us strangers and foreigners.
The word translated “exiles” is an interesting one. If you read other translations, you will notice this word is translated differently in almost every popular translation you may have. For instance, The King James or New King James Version it will read, “to the pilgrims”. In the New International Version, it will read: “to the strangers in the world”. The Holman Christian Standard Bible will read “to the temporary residents”. The New Living Translation will read “to the foreigners”. I like the New American Standard Bible most of all. It read “to the aliens”.  

There are two words in the Greek language to identify foreigners. One Greek word identifies foreigners who are living in country having obtained the legal right to reside there and set up a home. They are not citizens, but they do have a legal right to be residence.

The other Greek word identifies foreigners who had no right to set up a residence.
 They only had a temporary visa and were passing through the country on business. These were staying only long enough to unload some cargo or finish some bit of business. Neither category of people has the right to citizenship, but the second are only passing through. Their stay is very, very temporary.

Guess which term Peter used to describe the believers relationship with the world around us? He uses the second; the term which identifies the person who has no right to set up a temporary residence, but one who is here only long enough to finish business. Friend, if you are a Christian you are an exile, you are an alien, a stranger to this world, you are a temporary person, and you are a foreigner. Your relationship with this world radically changes the very moment Christ comes into your life for God gives you a new identity. It is not, when we come to Christ, we take a step away from this world and away from some of the priorities, values, ways of thinking, and ways of living. Rather, this new identity is so radical Christ keeps us from fitting in and belonging at all. Believers remain on the outside of everything here. That is who we are.

C.S. Lewis describes our lives here as being on the “wrong side of the door”. Sometimes believers ask the question, “How can I be a Christian and still fit into this world?” That is the wrong question, because the answer to that question is: We cannot adapt to our environment to such an extent we fit in and are at home here. We are like a scuba diver under the water in the ocean. The depths of the sea are not the diver’s natural environment. The diver can move and work and worship and glorify God in all he or she sees and does under the water, but the diver is mindful this setting is not suited for his life. The moment he or she takes off the mask is the moment he or she begins to die because that environment no longer is “home” and he or she is not designed to live and dwell there. He is conscience the environment around is foreign, indeed even dangerous to life. “How can I be a Christian and still fit into this world?” Such a question will keep us from the life of God and it will remove us from pursuing holiness. Instead we are right to ask, “How can I be a Christian and make an impact upon this strange land while my Father places me here to do His business? I am here temporarily to finish the work the Father has given me to do. That is it; then I am out of here and I go back home.” That is the mindset and the new identity which is ours.
The principle is: Because our identity in Christ changes us from being citizens of the world to being foreigners in this world, living as aliens is necessary. Christians are people who are called to live in this world, but will never fit in to this world. We do not desire or expect our alien status to change. If we do not live as aliens, we are throwing away our treasure, that which is most precious. We are throwing away our faith, our hope, and our love for our King! 

When we say we must live as aliens, we are not saying we steer clear of relationships with other people who are still part of this world. That is not at all what it means to live as aliens. Indeed, God calls us to love others, which is a part of our world, who are citizens of this place, but the Bible teaches us those relationships will be defined by our status as foreigners, as people who serve a different king, who live according to a different set of laws, and who prize a different kind of treasure. This world has lost its hold upon us for we are citizens of another country, a better country, and we joyfully hold onto our new identity! 
The early Christian writing, The Epistle to Diognetus, gives the idea of what an alien, a stranger, or a pilgrim in exile is: “Christians are not marked out from the rest of mankind by their country or their dialect or their customs . . . They follow the customs of the region in clothing and in food and in outward things of life generally . . . They inhabit the lands of their birth, but as temporary residents of it; they take their share of all responsibilities as citizens, and endure all disabilities as aliens. Every foreign land is their native land, and every native land is a foreign land . . . They pass their days upon earth, but their citizenship is in heaven.” 

Peter urges us to live as foreigners in Chapter 2 as well,

11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul.

Other apostles speak of this same principle, too. The Apostle Paul, in Philippians 3, says,

20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ…
In Hebrews 11, in commenting on faithful people of God in the Old Testament, God writes,

13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.

This is what faithful people do, they acknowledge this. In 1 John 2, we read,

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions—is not from the Father but is from the world. 

17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.
This is no small theme of Scripture to us. This is central and it is the chord of who we are. I wonder how many believers live their lives as though this world is home. Consider that in your life; “Am I living here as though this world is my home, or am I living my life as though I am a foreigner in exile, a stranger, an alien here?” What a strange event when an alien and foreigner attempts to set up residence. Why would we do that when we know where our citizenship is and how great of a country and privilege it is to be a part of something new, lasting, and eternal? It has to be better to be a part of that as a citizen rather than something which is passing away and which one day will be destroyed and consumed and no more. Why would we live as citizens as though we belonged to this world?
Adoniram Judson was a great missionary to Burma. His wife, Nancy, and her father exemplified alien living. In 1810 Adoniram wrote to Nancy’s father to ask permission to marry her and take her to India. It is the proposal of one who recognizes his alien status. Consider what he writes to his future father-in-law:
I have now to ask, whether you can consent to part with your daughter early next spring, to see her no more in this world; whether you can consent to her departure, and her subjection to the hardships and sufferings of a missionary life; whether you can consent to her exposure to the dangers of the ocean; to the fatal influence of the southern climate of India; to every kind of want and distress; to degradation, insult, persecution, and perhaps a violent death. Can you consent to all this, for the sake of him who left his heavenly home, and died for her and for you; for the sake of perishing, immortal souls; for the sake of Zion, and the glory of God? Can you consent to all this, in hope of soon meeting your daughter in a world of glory, with the crown of righteousness, brightened with the acclamations of praise which shall redound to her Savior from heathens saved, through her means, from eternal woe and despair?”  
That is quite a proposal. I do not know of any father has ever received a proposal like that from any future son-in-law. Her father consented because her father recognized he was a stranger in this land and he was simply consenting to his daughter’s citizenship in Heaven. They were married, and fourteen years later Nancy died in Burma.
John Piper writes, “When we are that much in love with God’s ‘world of glory’ and that free from the claims of the motherland, then we may be able to carry the gospel from pagan America to pagan frontiers with some credibility. So let us think how brief our life is. And let us get the mind of an alien. If we cherish our citizenship in heaven above all earthly allegiances, we may be able to invite non-Americans to join us there.”

The second aspect of the change in our identity is: God chose us as His elect people,
1  To those who are elect exiles…

Some church leaders today proudly assert, “We do not focus on doctrine at our church. We focus on practical matters of life. We are a relevant church.” What utter foolishness! Without sound doctrine, we will pull the rug out from under the feet of practical living. We will destroy our very foundation. The church loses her relevancy when she loses her doctrine, not the other way around. The New Testament pattern in the epistles consistently is to begin with doctrine. That is why Peter does so here in his letter, and then move to practical living. We bypass doctrine to our spiritual demise. A church that does not build its ministries upon sound doctrine is a church that abandons the clear teaching of God’s Word and will be anemic and feeble. Sound doctrine is the meat that strengthens faith that God might be glorified in all things.
Peter begins his letter by speaking of the Doctrine of the Election of God’s people. He reminds his readers, even though they are exiles and suffering persecution, they are the elect of God. By God’s sovereign decisions, sovereign will, and eternal pleasure God chose them for His glory.  This is a truth of primary importance for Peter. Friends, when we suffer for Jesus’ sake, know we do not suffer because evil people are sovereign, but rather we suffer because God chose us to be a people who live for His glory! That is why and that is his message here. That is why he calls them to be the “elect”.
The New International Version actually captures the word order of the Greek New Testament better than the English Standard Version. The New International Version reads,

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, strangers in the world… 
The word “elect” is not an adjective to exiles. It is a separate noun of itself. The first words Peter writes, after introducing himself as the author, are words which highlight the wonderful Doctrine of Election. Remember Peter is not a seminary professor. That is important to think of regarding Peter’s background. He is not a person who cloisters himself in some library for half his life thinking about lofty, speculative ideas of theologies. That is not Peter. Peter is a fisherman who travels from city-to-city proclaiming the Gospel and encouraging the saints. He is an evangelist and a pastor. He is writing to hurting people and he writes very practically. He says, “The most practical truth I can bring to you right out of the gate is the truth of God’s election.

The Doctrine of Election is not for academics whose thoughts soar in the stratosphere of theological contemplation. The Doctrine of Election is front and center for the life of fishermen, tax collectors, tradesmen, housewives, husbands, and journeymen. This doctrine is given to us by God to encourage common folk. It is a disaster when believers think, “The Doctrine of Election is something pastors and seminary students think about, but it is not for me.” No, it is the foundation of who we are.

God speaks of this wonderful truth over and over again, throughout His Word because the new believers identity in Christ is an identity as one of God’s chosen people, the elect of God. That is the very starting line of our salvation. It is the opening movement in the symphony of our salvation. 
For the life of me, I do not understand believers who seem to despise the Doctrine of God’s Election. First, the Doctrine of God’s Election appears wonderfully on page after page of sacred Scripture. Second, this doctrine exalts our God to His rightful place as the merciful Sovereign who saves rebels who were dead and helpless in their trespasses and sins. Third, this doctrine sets God’s love upon us as an irrevocable and permanent possession. Finally, this doctrine is more thoroughly practical than any others in giving us hope in the midst of our suffering and pain, and keeping us from despair.  

Notice specifically what Peter says about our election in Verse 2. Notice the three lines, and how the triune God is involved in our election, each line connected with a preposition,
2 …according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood…
When we speak of the work of election, we speak of the work of the Triune God: The Father has foreknowledge; the Spirit sanctifies; and the Son receives obedience as He sprinkles us with His blood. I want to share three statements, each in line with one of the persons of the Godhead.
First, God chooses us according to the foreknowledge of the Father. Here we are told our election into God’s family originated in eternity past. It originated with God the Father before we existed. God’s foreknowledge is not God looking into the future to see who would believe and who would not. That is not what God’s foreknowledge is. God’s election is not based on His foreknowledge of what we ultimately would or would not do. God’s election is based upon His foreknowledge of us as people; His prior knowledge of us as individuals. 
God’s foreknowledge is God’s knowing us, not knowing our decisions, before we knew Him and on the basis of God’s knowledge of us, before we existed, choosing us according to His pleasure so we might live in relationship to Him. 

Wayne Grudem writes, in reference to this word foreknowledge, “It is a personal, relational knowledge that is spoken of here: God, looking into the future, thought of certain people in saving relationship to him, and in that sense he “knew them” long ago.”
 God’s foreknowledge is God recognition of us before we came to be and on this basis alone, the fact He knew us, He chose us to be His. This foreknowledge is connected with God’s predetermination of the salvation of specific people. That is the clear teaching of Scripture.

The Apostle Paul will write, in Romans 8,

29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed…

Again, God is “knowing” people not their decisions. And, those whom He predestined, He justified. That is the message of Romans 8. God describes the people are those who are in view in reference to His foreknowledge. God does not elect nameless, faceless nobodies. He elects people whom He knows intimately. It is not arbitrary. Some say election is like God picking fence posts along the road randomly.  No, it is not random. It is according to His foreknowledge and according to His knowledge of us.

This word “foreknowledge” appears in 1 Peter 1, in reference to the Father knowing His Son. In speaking of Christ, Peter writes,

 20 …(Christ) was foreknown before the foundation of the world…

When did God the Father know God the Son? He knew Him before the foundation of the world and everything which was created. The Father knows the Son prior to the beginning of creation and the foundation of this present world, and in that same way he is using the same word, as in Verse 2, how the Father knows us; He knows us in the same way. That is amazing, is it not? 
The point is: Our salvation originates not in the will of man but in the will of God. Our salvation is wholly of God and nothing of us, left to ourselves, apart from God’s electing grace, His choice of us, we would never humble ourselves before God. We would never confess our sin. We would never seek Him, we would never know Him, and we would never bow our knee to the Lordship of Jesus.

Why did God choose us? It is simply on the basis if His prior knowledge of us. Was it because of something He saw which we would do or something special we would be? No, He simply looked and saw, for instance Ritch Boerckel. There was nothing attractive about Ritch Boerckel which would draw Him to me, but He saw me and He knew me and He set His love upon me. that is the way the Bible describes God’s election. 

Consider Deuteronomy 7, as God describes His election of Israel,

6 For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is because the LORD loves you.
Why does God choose me? It is because the Lord loves me. That is the only answer I can give. It is all of God.

How is it I came to know God through Jesus Christ? Here is my answer: God elected me according to the knowledge of the Father. 
The second statement about election is: God chooses us into the Holy Spirit’s transforming work of sanctifying our lives. As a result of the Holy Spirit’s involvement in our election, our election is not merely a heavenly decision, but it is a real-world transformation. The word “sanctification” means we are set apart. We are chosen by God for the purpose our lives would be separated from the world to live for Him, to serve Him, and to bring Him glory through our lives. We are set apart from our sin to righteousness. We are set apart from spiritual death and to spiritual life.  

Peter reiterates this idea in Chapter 2,

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

When a person believes in Jesus for salvation, he is not merely purchasing “fire insurance”, being rescued from Hell, but rather he is committing his life over to God, so that the Holy Spirit would sanctify him and set him apart. A person who says, “I want avoid Hell, but I do not what the Holy Spirit touching my life,” is a person who does not have biblical faith and they are not born again, because this is exactly the identity as the elect of God. That is who we are. As an elect of God we are a people who are in the sanctification of the Holy Spirit. 
The last phrase we see is: God chooses us with the end goal that we would obey Jesus and be completely free of sin for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood. The Doctrine of Election is such a practical one! There is no greater motivation to obedience than the knowledge that God in love chose us to the end we would obey Christ. 

Charles Spurgeon writes, “Nothing under the gracious influence of the Holy Spirit can make a Christian more holy than the thought that he is chosen.  Shall I sin, he says, after God has chosen me?  Shall I transgress after such love?  Shall I go astray after so much loving kindness and tender mercy?  Nay, my God.  Since thou hast chosen me, I will love Thee!  I will love Thee!”

Shall I sin and walk in disobedience after God in love chose me and after God, in His eternal design, set apart His Son to die in my place, to cover my sins, to relieve me from the enslavement, corruption, and the death sin brings? Shall I go astray after such loving kindness has been lavished upon me? No, we say, for we are set apart and we are chosen by God for the obedience to Jesus Christ. 
Why would a person, who is being persecuted, continue to obey God? Why would they say, “Hey, if this is what following Jesus Christ means, then I am out. If you are not faithful to me in keeping me from pain and suffering then I do not believe I want to be a part of that.” Why would a person, being persecuted for their faith, continue to obedience to God? It is because we know God’s grace has a beginning, middle and an end! In the beginning God foreknew us for His pleasure. In the middle the Holy Spirit continues to sanctify us. At the end we are a people who obey Christ completely. That is what we are moving to, that the shed blood of Jesus Christ does not merely cover our sins, but it works so powerfully so as to bring about complete obedience in glory. That is who we are, and knowing God’s grace works this way, we say, “Well, in the meantime, as I suffer, I am not going to loose sight of my future.” 
Our election is in our past, in our present, and in our future. I know these are words pregnant with meaning and heavy in significance. They require depth of thought and the work of our minds to wrestle with them, to squeeze the sweet nectar of grace from them so we might enjoy them for ourselves. Please know such wrestling will improve your soul and multiply your joy.  Keep in mind Peter is a practical man. He is not an academician. He is not a lofty scholar who enjoys throwing around big terms to impress others with his schooling. He is a fisherman concerned with practical matters of life. He is not giving these people some big, theological ideas for the sake of their knowledge and to be able to share with others what they know. He is saying, “This is life. If you do not grad hold of this you will be lost in the midst of your struggle.”

When we fail to wrestle with these wonderful ideas in order to own them for ourselves, we will forfeit the medicine God provides in painful trials we endure.

Let me give you this principle and then I will expand upon it in the next study: We obey out of the context of forgiveness. That is what it means for the obedience to Jesus, when He says, “for the sprinkling with His blood”. Our obedience is always in the context of the blood of Jesus Christ. We do not obey in fear as a slave, but we obey in joy as a son. 

God gave us new birth into a new life, as we read,
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again…
One cannot continue to talk about these wonderful ideas of election, redemption, and regeneration without talking to God in praise. All sound theology begins and ends with worship.  Our study of doctrine is never a cold, intellectual pursuit, but is a warm-hearted endeavor to enjoy God’s glory and His grace. 
Are you one of God’s elect people? Are you an alien in this world? 

You may ask, “How do I know? How can I know whether or not I am one of God’s elect?” The answer is: Believe upon the Lord Jesus Christ. That is the answer. Receive the promise of God, the kind invitation of God for yourself, and God will transform you and you will know.

Have you believed in Jesus as your Savior? 
� 2 Corinthians 5:17


� Peroikos


� Peripedemos


� Systematic Theology, Wayne Grudem, Inter-Varsity Press, 1994, page 676.





