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Wives and Husbands

1 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they see your respectful and pure conduct. 3 Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— 4 but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very precious. 5 For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening. 

God gave marriage to mankind for the happiness of our hearts, for the health of our society, and for the holiness of our souls. What an awesome gift marriage is. We are stewards of this gracious gift from God, both individually in our homes and corporately in our community. And, if we care for the happiness of our hearts, for the health of society, and for the holiness of souls we will defend marriage against all assaults which weaken her. 

For, at least, the past two generations the assault upon marriage has been many in number and massive in force. Within our Western civilization the God-given institution of marriage teeters like a battered prize fighter on the verge of being knocked unresponsive to the canvas of our culture. The blows marriage is taking cannot long be sustained before she looses her ability to bless a people and a nation. Marriage appears to be crumbling on our watch.
Time magazine’s November 29, 2010 cover story was entitled, “Who Needs Marriage?” In that article, Belinda Luscomb argues marriage is, “in purely practical terms just not as necessary as it used to be.” The author argues, “Neither men nor women need to be married to have sex, or to have companionship, or professional success, or respect, or even children. Neither men nor women need marriage for those things.” 

For many, Ms. Luscomb’s conclusion makes complete sense. Consider the many adversaries attacking God’s beautiful gift of marriage in the last fifty years. The sexual revolution of the 1960’s separated sexual intimacy from the covenant commitment and pursuit of family life. “The Pill” promised sexual pleasure without the burden of a commitment to raise the very children who may be conceived through such a union.

Abortion on demand provided insurance for those who were disappointed when the pill failed to keep her promise.

No fault divorce hammered at the very foundation of a life-long commitment within marriage. Divorce, in fact, is now so normal the whole industry thrives upon producing divorce announcements, greeting cards, and party plans.

Many in the feminist movement teach women’s attachment to marriage and family is a chain from which to be freed in pursuit of self-fulfillment. 

Co-habitation has transformed itself from shame and scandal to being the worldly-wise choice for anyone transitioning from singleness to marriage. This metamorphosis is so complete, today co-habitation is the “norm” for adults and a person is thought foolish to jump into marriage without it. 

In the past decade, homosexual activists have convinced a large section of our society homosexual relationships can attain the standard of sacred marriage. 

Recently I read officials in Mexico City are considering a proposal to allow couples to choose the term of their marriage. They would like to set a minimum two-year term on marriage and the marriage contract could be “renewed” beyond the chosen length “if they stayed happy together”.
The sacred gift of marriage is imploding before our eyes and misery, poverty, criminal aggression, and spiritual darkness thrive in its wake. What are we to do? How do we defend marriage and strengthen her? There are many legitimate answers to that question, however, I believe the best, most noble effective means for us, as believers in Jesus, to convince the world of the beauty and goodness of God’s gift of marriage is simply for us to model it and live it out. Many have never seen a biblical marriage up close. Little wonder so much cynicism exists about it. 

For many, God’s design for marriage is like the unicorn in the forest; people have heard one describe or they have seen a picture of one drawn, but few believe one really exists outside of the world of make believe and fantasy. This, my friends, is a real scandal, one which rocks the church of Jesus. Much of the blame for the world’s cynicism about marriage lies at the feet of a disobedient church which consistently fails to live out God’s design for marriage. This church has been charged with displaying the goodness and the glory of God, and if we are to effectively display His glory we must begin to live out real-life faith in a real world. Our message and our ministry to this world depend upon our authenticity and integrity in every arena of life, specifically within our own homes. If we fail to embrace God’s instruction in our home where else should we be believed?

We consider our text to look at some of God’s practical instructions to us, particularly to wives. We will consider God’s practical instructions to husbands in another study. In this study, we consider what God says about a wife becoming a God-centered wife. 
First, we discover what God says about the goal of the God-centered wife, 

1 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands…

The word “likewise” is important because it connects us to what precedes. It ties God’s instructions to wives to the instructions God has already presented in Chapter 2. We remember Peter is writing to persecuted believers in order to encourage them in their faith. In Chapter 2, God’s Spirit calls believers to live honorable lives among unbelievers so Jesus would be exalted, lifted up, and praised as Savior and Lord. We exalt Him primarily through our behavior.
The Holy Spirit knows the greatest damage in the name of Jesus occurs when believers live lives which are inconsistent to their calling as members of this Holy Nation and this Royal Priesthood,

12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you 
as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 

The goal for believers who have been given God’s light inside their soul is to live out that life in such a way the unbelieving world around us will be given opportunity and cause to praise God on the day of visitation. How do we practically do that and live that kind of life?

Peter tells us we bring praise to God through our attitudes and our relationships. First, in how we bring praise to God through human government, Peter says,


 13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution…

Second, Peter applies, in reference as to how we bring praise to God through our relationship and our attitude to our employers, “Servants, be subject and submit to your master with all respect.”
Now, Peter is going to relate how we bring praise to God through our relationship to our spouse and he begins with counsel to wives in the same way he has been talking to those under the authority of human government and those who are under the authority of a master-employer,


1 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands…

The primary goal of our relationship with our government is we might bring glory to God and that is our focus when we think about a relationship to human authority. The primary relationship with our employer is we might bring glory to God. That is our focus and the primary goal of our relationship with our spouse is we might bring glory to God. Everything is first, and foremost, about God’s glory. Is that our goal in these relationships? Is that our primary goal in our relationship with our spouse? Is our primary aim, in our marriage, to respond to our spouse in such a way God Himself would receive praise even from the unbelievers who are watching us live our out life in that relationship?

The only way anyone clings to this goal is if they have been born again. As you consider that question, you may say, “Frankly, that is not my goal in my marriage. My goal in my marriage is for me to be happy, fulfilled, and a number of other things. I do not know if that is my primary goal.” It cannot be anyone’s primary goal until they, first, have the life of God inside of them. 
That is the transformation God makes. The transformation of our salvation is taking us from self-centered and self-focused sinners to being God-glorifying and God-praising saints, members of God’s family. That is the transformation.

Perhaps the big issue regarding this goal is we have not yet received God’s life inside of our soul. If you have, however, we must also nurture and that is why there are these commandments and admonishments and exhortations for us to nurture it because our default setting is to grab onto goals for ourselves which are separated from the glory of God and from the praise of the name of Jesus. 

If the glory of God is not our primary ambition, what Peter is about to instruct us will make no sense whatever to us. This is not a word for unbelievers to have a happy home. I believe God’s instructions and wisdom are always going to bring about a positive benefit, but this is a word to believers as to how they might bring praise to Jesus. Peter’s counsel is not with the view the fires of a romance within a marriage will be ignited into a flame. Peter’s counsel to us is not with the view we will become self-fulfilled in our relationship with our spouse. Peter’s counsel is not with the view we will have a happy marriage if we follow these commands. 
These are not wrong goals when two people strive after them together, but they are not primary. The Bible does not focus our attention upon these horizontal goals which are temporal and man-centered. God sets before us the vertical goal of pleasing God by the way we respond to our spouse. As self-focused people our natural aims are towards our own pleasures, our own priorities, and our own fulfillment.

The principle: the ultimate purpose of marriage is God’s greater glory and God is most glorified when we follow His instructions and His pattern and His design for marriage. God intends marriage to bring us happiness and holiness, surely, but His ultimate aim is the praise of His own name. God desires unbelievers would see and notice how we relate to our spouse and be spiritually impacted by that. 

One of those unbelievers may be very, very close and may be our own spouse. That is specific context Peter is addressing,

1 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some (husbands) do 
not obey the word, they may be won (to Christ)without a word by the conduct of their wives…
This is primarily describing an unbeliever. I believe there is application to believing husbands who are also disobedient to God’s Word, but I believe this phrase is primarily describing a woman who is married to an unbeliever and what she is to do. The unbeliever in focus is the husband and God’s instructions in this passage assumes the wife’s number one priority as a person who has been born again into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus will be to win her husband so he might become a worshipper of God and God might receive the praise through his life which is due to God. God is teaching wives how to best accomplish that goal.
If this is not the goal of the wife, these instructions will make no sense and she will be struggling and fighting against them constantly. It will be impossible to convince a wife who is not God-centered and does not have this goal to glorify God these instructions are applicable to her life at all. That is why the goal is ever in view. The question is: How can I, as a believing wife, positively influence my husband to praise God? 

That question is hard for us to keep in focus. We lean toward making our chief end our own comfort and our own glory, yet, all through Scripture we discover the chief end of man, and the chief purpose for our existence, is to glorify God. We read God speaking in Isaiah 43, 

7 …everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”

Marriage is one context in which we have this great opportunity to fulfill our created purpose, but until we commit ourselves to this primary goal, I do not believe this passage will be understood by us nor will it be very helpful to us. No marriage counseling will yield God-glorifying results if the heart of the one receiving the counsel is not set upon Christ as their first priority.
Jesus urges us toward this goal when He says, in Matthew 6,


33 “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness…”

When He tells us the greatest Commandment is to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and all your mind.”
 Paul models this for us when he says, “For me to live is Christ.
 That is what it is about. That is what my life is all about. It is all about Christ. For me to die is gain.”
 
How do we go about reaching this goal? This brings us to the second idea which is the means 

employed by the God-centered wife. After setting the goal of bringing glory to God, as the primary and ultimate goal in that relationship, we ask the question, “How?” God does not leave us with a goal without the means to accomplish it. He does not leave us to our own imagination to think about the best way to bring unbelievers into a praising relationship with God. Rather, He says, 

1 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they see your respectful and pure conduct.

Do you believe it is wrong to attempt to change your husband? The biblical answer is, “No, it is not wrong to attempt to change your husband! There is much about his which should be changed and which needs to be changed.” It needs to be changed, not just for your own comfort and happiness, but it needs to be changed so your husband will be connected to the Living God and will become a worshipper of God. It is not wrong to attempt to change your husband. But, it is vital for wives to use God’s means toward that end and not imagine our own means on how we believe it might be best to change him. 

God spells out for us, in very specific detail, the best means employed by the God-centered wife to accomplish this goal. He says, “Wives, let your conduct do the convincing, without a word by the conduct of their lives.” “Without a word” does not mean wives are never to talk about Christ to their unbelieving husbands. Peter is saying wives must not resort to forceful argument, to bold preaching, and to nagging persuasion to accomplish their goal. They must not think of their words as their most powerful tool.
The principle is this: The most persuasive instrument a wife possesses to spiritually impact her husband is a respectful and pure conduct. Sometimes Peter is warning the wife’s voice and words may actually crowd out communication to the husband. It may remove the most effective tool the wife has to persuade and change him. Understand, if a wife desires her husband’s spiritual transformation, God shares that goal. It not as though that goal is wrong, because God shares that with the wife. It is a good goal and God is working, invisibly, inside the husband’s heart, even though the wife cannot see Him at work. Peter is saying, “Trust God is speaking directly to your husband and your actions and conduct will become God’s megaphone to speak to your husband’s heart. Your words actually turn off the megaphone God would use to transform your husband and bring him into a worshipping relationship with the Living God.”

This runs against our natural inclination and that is the reason why Peter gives this commandment to us. Our natural inclination, when we attempt to win someone over, is to use words as our main weapon. We believe the reason does the other person does not “think like us” and “act like us” is because they have not listened to our words. If we could just get them to listen to our words then the light will shine and the day will change. So, we bombard them with words to convince them of their error. 

Let us remember spiritual change is God’s business. No person can create spiritual regeneration and spiritual life inside another person. Only God can do that and that is what God does. God is saying, “Do not attempt to accomplish the spiritual renewal and the spiritual transformation of your husband through your words. Your words will drown out My words.” Wives, if you desire spiritual life inside your husbands, use pure, respectful, gentle conduct. God is asking you to trust Him that He will speak more forcefully through your behavior than He will through your spoken communication. 
It is hard for us to belief it requires us to have faith, but it is absolutely true and we know it is true because it is God’s very word to us. Wives cooperate with God in His work inside their husband’s life when they take up this very powerful and potent weapon. 

What kind of conduct is this? It is respectful and pure conduct. This leads us the third issue: The winning character of the God-centered wife. There are five traits God uses to win disobedient, unbelieving husbands to Himself. 

The first is that of a submissive spirit toward her husband. We find this in Verse 1,


1 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands…

Other translations read, “Wives, be submissive to your own husbands…” and in fact, most other translations read that way.
 There is the dreaded “s” word. It is the word which shocking, offensive, and like fingernails being pulled down a chalkboard. We do not even like hearing the word, yet Peter boldly and lovingly communicates this very truth: be submissive. In doing so, Peter is completely in line with Scripture. In Colossians 3, we read,


18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

Let’s discuss what the word “submit” means and does not mean. It means to place oneself under the authority of another. It means to voluntarily yield; no one can make another person submit in the biblical sense. In the biblical sense submission is always voluntary yielding of one’s own will and one’s own rights to another person. 
The opposite of submission is “self-assertion”. Submission refuses to defy God-given headship or authority particularly, in this case, of a wife’s own husband. It is not to every man, but it is to her own husband; it is in the bond of marriage. 

John MacArthur offers this definition: Submission is the divine calling of a wife to honor and affirm her husband’s leadership and to help carry it through according to her gifts. It is the disposition to follow a husband’s authority and an inclination to yield to his leadership. Submission is a disposition and an inclination. I believe John MacArthur is correct.

It is an attitude which says, “I delight for you to take the initiative in the family. I am glad when you take responsibility for things and you lead with love. I do not flourish in the relationship when you are passive and I must make sure the family works. It grieves me when you venture into sinful acts and you want to take me with you. You know I cannot do that and I have no desire to resist you. On the contrary, I flourish most when I can respond creatively and joyfully to your lead, but I cannot follow you into sin. As much as I love to honor your leadership in our marriage, Christ is my King.” I believe that is a great picture and a great description of biblical submission. 

Whenever the word “submit” is used in the Bible, it is employed as a term of honor and goodness. There is no biblical correlation between the person who submits and inferiority. Tragically, many have turned God’s call for a wife’s submission into an excuse for a wife’s abuse. That is tragic, particularly when it happens in the church. It is destructive to God’s Word, to God’s glory, and it does the exact opposite God’s intends for instruction to achieve, which is to bring praise to His name. 

Submission does not mean a wife agrees with her husband on everything. Submission does not mean a wife has no emotional, physical, or spiritual strength without her husband, nor does it mean she receives her spiritual strength primarily from her husband. In a godly relationship a wife draws much spiritual strength from her husband, but that is not her primary source. Her primary source is always directly to God Himself through Christ as she in an active relationship with her King and her Lord.
Submission certainly does not mean a wife would cower in fear of her husband. God’s call for wives to submit to their husbands suggests equality rather than inequality. In fact, Peter flatly denies there is any kind of inequality in this mix when he writes,

7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life…

Peter is saying there is complete equality between the man and the woman. This is a matter of responsibility and roles, however. God, in giving the wife the subordinate role, is not demeaning the wife to a second-class status. 

Allow me to become theological for a moment. There is a reason why theology, or doctrine, is so vital to our lives; it is very practical. All theology and all sound doctrine is very practical and meaningful because everything truly flows out of sound doctrine. It is the ground from which we find healthy application. In discussion the Doctrine of the Trinity, God is the triune God. He is One God, One is essence, but He is triune in person so there are three persons and one God: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, each  person of the Godhead being completely and fully God, and yet distinguished and different from one another. One God, three persons: this is the great mystery of Christianity, each person of the Godhead being equal to the other, and yet each person of the Godhead embracing, joyfully, differing roles and responsibilities in their relationship with one another. 
Paul writes to the church in Corinth, in 1 Corinthians 11,
3 But I want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, the head of a wife is her husband, and the head of Christ is God.

The beauty of oneness in marriage flows from the very nature of the Godhead, of God Himself. The wisdom of roles in marriage flows from the perfection of the relationship God has with Himself as the Triune God. Then, it is in this oneness God experiences with Himself that flows out of this idea of marriage; that the two can become one and it is necessary for the two to become for each of the two to have different responsibilities and roles for that perfection to be received and enjoyed.
Not long ago I talked with a friend who asked me to help him prepare for his ordination. One of the issues related to the Trinity. He was a bit confused about this issue and he wrote, “‘The Son submits and the Spirit submits, but the Father rules with no submission.’ That does not sound co-equal to me.” He was bothered by this. “My thinking is, all three persons exist in submission to the others; there is this ‘mutual’ submission. Why is it not orthodox to suggest the Father will also submit to the Son? I am not suggesting the Trinity ceases to be, but only that the roles change. The Father and the Spirit might also have their great kenosis
 as Christ did in Philippians 2,” he suggested.

I am thankful for my friend who is a very humble man and he was very confused on this issue. He received much encouragement and his mind is completely changed, but I said to him, “First of all, you want to know you are dancing upon heresy. This is not a small, little issue. This is the established truth of the church. It is rooted and grounded in specific Scripture.” Secondly, I said, “This problem your are finding and the answer you are coming up with twists the very essential nature of God’s perfection. The submission of the Son to the Father is a beautiful perfection of God and one in which God Himself takes immense pleasure.” All three persons delight in the reality in the Triune nature of the Godhead. In eternity past the Son submitted joyfully to the Father and that will continue, in that relationship, all the way to eternity future. Never does that change. It is not as though the Son, in my friend’s view, was just waiting His time, “Okay, I will submit now, but eventually I will get the opportunity,” like triplets waiting to take turns on the go-cart. 
No, that is not the way it is. In the Godhead the Son forever exalts and delights in His role as the Son. We return to this practical issue: Is it possible for a wife to delight in her God-given role as the one who responds to the leadership of her husband? If what we believe about Christ is true, we must say to the wife, “Yes, that is where you will find your greatest glory and that is where you will find your greatest delight and greatest pleasure. That is where you will find the greatest means to achieve your goal of glorifying God.”

The second winning character is the pure conduct of her life, as in Verse 2 of our text. Such a woman is faithful to her God and faithful to her husband. The word “respectful” refers to her heart attitude of the esteem given to her husband. I know some husbands make respectful conduct difficult, but God calls wives to put away those comments, looks, and actions which reveal distain and contempt and to do so for His own glory. Respectful and pure conduct is a reference to the sincerity of motives for all of life and to sexual purity as well. These two behaviors have a huge impact upon the spiritual life of the husband.
What if your husband does not want you to be pure? Some husbands seek to entice their wives into sexual sins, whether they be pornography or other sins. Peter’s counsel stills stands: Remember your ultimate goal, first, is not to please your husband, but it is, first, to please Christ and to win him to Christ. Sin will never win a husband over to the worship of Jesus; respectful and pure behavior may. A wife is not called to do whatever her husband desires her to do, but God calls Christian wives to spiritually influence their husbands through their esteem and respect of him and the purity of their hearts.

The third trait of the God-centered wife which Peter notices is the quiet gentleness of the inner person,
3 Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— 4 but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very precious.

A believer is given a hidden inner-life with God and we are called to nurture and nourish it. Peter is contrasting the external visible beauty with the internal invisible beauty of a woman. In the most unqualified way, Peter says wisdom focuses upon the beauty of the inner person. If one aspect of beauty is to be neglected, Peter is saying to let it be in the external part. 

I do not believe Peter is calling wives to be plain and unattractive as they can possibly be. Peter is not against the braiding or combing of hair and he is not against the putting on of gold jewelry or the wearing of clothes. Remember, the bride of the Song of Solomon was adorned beautifully with earrings and necklaces and pretty hair. Physical beauty is great, but it is fleeting and it is shallow. If one of these kinds of beauty, internal or external, must be neglected let it be the external beauty and let the primary focus and the intense passion and the preoccupation be with this inner beauty of the heart.

This is a real problem and temptation for many women because of the culture and because of the inner workings of the heart, but a woman is enticed to become very focused and preoccupied upon this external beauty. A beautiful, model-like woman can look in a mirror and think, “I look terrible! I need a makeover. I need some new clothes. I need some new jewelry. I need cosmetic surgery.” It is the same type of deception of a guy with a balking head and a big belly also experiences when he looks in the mirror and says, “I look great!” It is the same kind of deception with two different results. It is pride.

Listen to Peter’s counsel in Verse 4, “Let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit…” The word “gentle” is interesting because it appears only four times in the New Testament. Two are used by Jesus to describe Himself. In Matthew 11, Jesus says,


29 “…for I am gentle and lowly in heart…”
This is a beautiful and Christ-like trait. The second is Jesus saying, in the Sermon on the Mount, in Matthew 5,


5 “Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.”

Being gentle does not mean being weak or dull, but it used in Greek literature of a wild horse which has been tamed, under control, and now is able to use all of its strength and energy in a positive and instructive way. This is an imperishable trait.
Clothing and outer adornments lose their value so quickly. We can go to a second-hand store and see clothing in great condition, but their value has dropped enormously. That is what happens to a person who focuses their life upon the external. The value drops, but this inner-beauty never looses it value.

I am so thankful for my wife. She is more beautiful to me now as a woman whom, I shall say, is “just past her thirties”, than she was when she was twenty-one years old. I mean that and I am not just saying that to make points, though I hope I do. I fully anticipate, if the Lord allows us to live to be eighty together, I will look at her and see her as much more beautiful at age eighty than she was at age twenty-one. I am seeing something which is new and which is growing. It is not decaying, but it is something which continues to expand in wonder before me as I see the beauty of her inner person. God says, “This is very precious in my sight.” 
Wives, know external beauty will not impact the heart of your husband. External beauty may draw him close to you physically, but it will not change him. It is good and right and a blessing to become beautiful on the outside, but it is transforming to be beautiful on the inside.
The fourth trait of the God-centered wife is the hopefulness in her God, for this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their own husbands. Hope is such a lovely and strong character trait. God-centered wives know God will not fail them. They live not in the realm of doubt and fear and anxiety. That is not what controls their thinking and conversation, but they live in this realm of confidence and peace because they hope in God.

How do they hope in God? They take God’s promises and they grab hold of them. When Christian and Hopeful were locked up in Doubting Castle, in Pilgrim’s Progress, and the Giant of Despair was pounding on them and beating them mercilessly. At night they thought of despairing of life until, finally, Christian remembered, “Wait, how foolish could I be? I have forgotten all along, in the midst of Doubting Castle and the Giant of Despair beating us down, I have a key called ‘Promise’ and the person who gave it to me told me it will open every door.” Christian took the Promise out and he slipped into the door of the dungeon they were in and the door fell opened and they were able to be free.
The Key of God’s Promise unlocks those fears and anxieties and difficulties which are plaguing your soul so you can be a woman who is hoping, confident in God and free.

The last winning character of a God-centered wife is the victory over her fears,

6 …like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her master. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear.

That is connected to this hope. I will praise, again, my wife because I have an opportunity and she is worthy, I believe. She is a woman of hope. Her hope in God encourages me often and it lifts my heart to see beyond this fallen world to a world which awaits me. She is a woman who so often has revealed victory over fear. It is not that she never wrestles with fears, but I have found her over and over again going to God’s Word and gaining victory over them to the point she has had a huge spiritual impact in my life on various occasions through that. 

When we were first married and I was a youth pastor in Texas, things were not going well in that first year and one-half as a youth pastor. We just purchased our first home and we had our first child, and it seemed as though I was going to loose my first job. I had a long way to go to get through seminary and I thought, financially, “How are we going to do this?” I was being cut up inside about this. 

For the first time in our lives I was expressing and communicating weakness to my wife. I always thought I needed to be a “man” and not communicate those things of weakness, and this, also, was one of the weakest points in my life. I communicated weakness and I found in her a woman who was free from fear and one who placed her hope in God. That strengthened me and had  a huge transforming effect upon my life. 
What shall we say, then, to these things? If God is for us who can be against us?

The God-entered wife: such a role begins with salvation. Have you trusted in Jesus Christ as your Savior? Have you come to Him? 

The God-centered wife is someone who is nourished and who we focus upon as we think of our goal and we think of God’s means.

I close with a description from Tertullian, a man who lived one-hundred and fifty years after Jesus died. He was a Christian leader in the early church and lived during the days of harsh persecution by Roman emperors. He describes marriage this way, a sweet description and a vision for all of us, “Where are we to find words enough to fully tell the happiness of that marriage which the church cements and the oblation confirms and the benediction signs and seals, which angels carry back the new of to Heaven, which the Father holds as ratified? What kind of yoke is that of two believers united together of one hope, of one desire, of one discipline, and one in the same service? Both are children of the same Father; both servants of the same Master, no difference of spirit or of flesh. No, they are truly two in one flesh. Where the flesh is one, one is the spirit two. Together they pray. Together they prostrate themselves. Together they serve their fast. Together they teach each other, exhort each other, and encourage each other. They are both equal in the church of God, equal at the banquet of God, equal in trials and persecutions and in consolations. Neither hinds anything from the other, nor shuns the other. Neither is troublesome to the other. Between the two echo psalms and hymns and they mutually challenge each other which shall better give praise to their Lord. Such things, when Christ sees and hears, He rejoices. To these He sends His own peace. Where two are, there with them is He Himself, and where He is there the evil one is not.”
What a word picture, where two people joined together by the bond of marriage and faith, commit themselves to the Lord. May God make it so in our lives.
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