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David Spares Saul's Life

1 When Saul returned from following the Philistines, he was told, “Behold, David is in the wilderness of 
Engedi.” 2 Then Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel and went to seek David and his men in 
front of the Wildgoats' Rocks. 3 And he came to the sheepfolds by the way, where there was a cave, and Saul 
went in to relieve himself. Now David and his men were sitting in the innermost 
parts of the cave. 4 And the 
men of David said to him, “Here is the day of which the Lord said to you, ‘Behold, I will give your enemy 
into your hand, and you shall do to him as it shall seem good to 
you.’” Then David arose and stealthily cut 
off a corner of Saul's robe. 5 And afterward David's heart struck him, because he had cut off a corner of Saul's 
robe. 6 He said to his men, “The Lord forbid that I should do this thing to my lord, the Lord's anointed, to 
put out my hand against him, seeing he is the Lord's anointed.” 7 So David persuaded his men with these 
words and did not permit them to attack Saul. And Saul rose up and left the cave and went on his way.

8 Afterward David also arose and went out of the cave, and called after Saul, “My lord the king!” And when 
Saul looked behind him, David bowed with his face to the earth and paid homage. 9 And David said to Saul, 
“Why do you listen to the words of men who say, ‘Behold, David seeks your harm’? 10 Behold, this day your 
eyes have seen how the Lord gave you today into my hand in the cave. And some told me to kill you, but I 
spared you. I said, ‘I will not put out my hand against my lord, for he is the Lord's anointed.’ 11 See, my 
father, see the corner of your robe in my hand. For by the fact that I cut off the corner of your robe and did not 
kill you, you may know and see that there is no wrong or treason in my hands. I have not sinned against you, 
though you hunt my life to take it. 12 May the Lord judge between me and you, may the Lord avenge me 
against you, but my hand shall not be against you. 13 As the proverb of the ancients says, ‘Out of the wicked 
comes wickedness.’ But my hand shall not be against you. 14 After whom has the king of Israel come out? 
After whom do you pursue? After a dead dog! After a flea! 15 May the Lord therefore be judge and give 
sentence between me and you, and see to it and plead my cause and deliver me from your hand.”

16 As soon as David had finished speaking these words to Saul, Saul said, “Is this your voice, my son David?” 
And Saul lifted up his voice and wept. 17 He said to David, “You are more righteous than I, for you have 
repaid me good, whereas I have repaid you evil. 18 And you have declared this day how you have dealt well 
with me, in that you did not kill me when the Lord put me into your hands. 19 For if a man finds his enemy, 
will he let him go away safe? So may the Lord reward you with good for what you have done to me this day. 
20 And now, behold, I know that you shall surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be established in 
your hand. 21 Swear to me therefore by the Lord that you will not cut off my offspring after me, and that you 
will not destroy my name out of my father's house.” 22 And David swore this to Saul. Then Saul went home, 
but David and his men went up to the stronghold.
My brother, Jim, walks his six-year old son to school each morning when they lived in Austria. He relished the conversations he would have with Aaron over the one mile trek. Jim would speak to Aaron about life and about spiritual matters, hoping he would impart spiritual principles and wisdoms to live by. One chilly morning, as they were going to school, Aaron poured out his little heart to his dad. This little guy was facing a man-sized fear. Apparently, the class bully had targeted Aaron and had chosen to make Aaron his personal punching bag. Aaron was going to school that day truly frightened. “What should I do, dad?” Aaron asked. My brother, who is a missionary and spiritual giant, paused before answering. Summoning all the wisdom in his arsenal, he said, “The next time he hits you, punch him back!” Aaron looked at his dad quizzically. He had never heard that kind of counsel before, and then he disappeared through the school doors. 
That evening Aaron came home smiling. My brother thought his wisdom must have paid off and he asked, “Did you hit him?” “No,” Aaron replied, “another boy who is bigger than the bully decided to beat up on the bully. The bully was crying and I remembered Jesus said, ‘Love your enemies and do good to those who hate you.’
 So, I came up to him and I put my arm around him. Now we are fiends, dad.” My brother relates the child became the teacher that day. Children who are full of faith often do become teachers regarding God’s law and godly living.

How do you handle bullies in your life? How do you respond to evil? What do you do when someone is intentionally out to hurt you? It is natural for us to long for the sweetness of revenge. Our world and our culture actually encourage this response. We cling to clichés which betray our inner drive to retaliate and we say, “I don’t get mad. I get even,” “Do unto others as they do unto you,” “Shoot first and ask questions later,” and “Make my day.”
Some, in thinking about Jesus’ counsel will say, “I know what Jesus says, but let’s get real. If we do not retaliate we will become doormats and dangerously vulnerable. Let’s get into the real world for a moment.” I urge us to trust God and His Word in this matter.

In the text we have a real-world story and a real-world man with a real-world enemy and we see David models for us God’s instructions regarding how to respond to an enemy. These stories illustrate God’s very explicit instructions in the New Testament, particularly in Romans 12. I wonder, as I read Romans 12, if Paul had not been studying 1 Samuel 24 and 26 as he wrote those words and if the Holy Spirit used that revelation to help him. 
We are warned by God that revenge may seem sweet but it will sour our soul. It will take from us that which is most precious. The main principle we discover in Scripture regarding how to treat an enemy is found in Romans 12,


21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
In our study we are going to tackle two huge questions. First, what does God want me to do when evil stalks me? What should my response be? Through David’s life, and his response to Saul, we are going to discern four specific actions God commands us to take. Any time evil of any variety stalks us and chases after us or runs after us, these are four specific actions which are illustrated in the life of David and they are spelled out specifically in Romans 12 which God would have us to embrace.
The first action is: Resist the urge to get revenge. This is an immediate urge to say something back or do something,


17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.
We should not just respond and react to the evil doer. We should take some time to think about what is going to be honorable to everyone, especially the godly people and the Holy Spirit included. That kind of response exalts Jesus. We read in 1 Samuel 24,


1 When Saul returned from following the Philistines, he was told, “Behold, David is in the wilderness of 
Engedi.”
Right away, Saul takes after David. 
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David’s hometown is Bethlehem. He had been in Ramah and Nob getting food from the high priest. He travels to Gath and feigns madness. Later, he goes to the cave of Adullam, where Chapter 23 takes place. Now he is going to Engedi which is along the coast of the Dead Sea. This is quite a trek from the Cave of Adullam to Engedi, but this is the trek Saul will take to chase David. 
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Engedi is pretty dry and barren. It looks as though it will be hard to find hiding places, but that is not true because there are caves in which to hide. 
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As you travel into these crevasse in the hills, there are water falls. You are in the midst of a dry area, yet when you walk into the hills, it is like having natural air conditioning. The temperature drops in a quarter of a mile. Some of the caves are so large they can hold hundreds of people. These must have been caves similar to the ones we find in Chapter 24. 

En Gedi becomes the perfect hideout. If Jesse James were living in Israel, his hideout would have been near Engedi instead of in Missouri.


2 Then Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel and went to seek David and 
his men in front of 
the Wildgoats' Rocks. 3 And he came to the sheepfolds by the way, where there was a cave, and Saul went in 
to relieve himself. Now David and his men were sitting in the innermost parts of the cave.
There is some argument whether that means Saul was going to take a nap or whether he was going to do something else. The English Standard Versions translation seems to be the latter. Undoubtedly, whatever Saul was doing in the cave he took off his royal robe. The men believe this is their opportunity. 
Saul had been dogging David for years and hunting him down in order to take his life. It has only been by sovereign, supernatural intervention David’s life has been spared. One of the things we learn from the story, and from the rest of Scripture, is we ought not be surprised, in a fallen, dark world, to have fallen, dark people come against us. We ought not be surprised to find we have enemies, even if we have not done anything wrong to stir them up. Such is the nature of the world and the nature of David. He only did right by Saul and yet Saul has this murderous intent. We must not be shocked when that happens because we will waste all of our time being shocked about things instead of asking the question, “What does God want me to do in light of this?”

Everyone experiences the weight of evil pushing against their soul. Some experience this evil in the very ugliest and most severe forms: rape, incest, violent assault, and murder. These things touch the most innocent of souls. Undoubtedly, there are people in this church who have those kinds of horrible evil touch their lives.

Many others experience painful and less forms of evil, such as gossip, slander, cutting words, rejection, theft, and deception. These evil acts are committed everyday against innocent people, people who do not merit that kind of behavior. How do we respond when that person is us?

David is in the cave with his six hundred men and Saul is all alone. There are many caves where he could go to relieve himself, but he chooses this one. Do you believe this is coincidence? The men do not believe so, but I believe they are right but they misinterpret God’s sovereign plan. That, also, is a warning to us.

David could have easily taken vengeance against Saul so quickly Saul would not have had an opportunity to make a cry. David could have struck him dead with a single blow. The men, who were with David, said,


 4 And the men of David said to him, “Here is the day of which the Lord said to you, ‘Behold, I will give 
your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him as it shall seem good to you.’”
Interestingly, that statement is not found in Scripture. I believe they are twisting God’s words and they are putting one and one together to make three. That is what often happens and we must be careful and look at God’s providential working when we add one and one and make three out of it. Often that “three” appeals to what we want to do. This is why we must be absolutely careful when we think about God’s will for our life that we trust and rest only upon God’s sure revealed will and His objective revealed will. 

I believe God gives us objective leanings and He leads us subjectively and I do not doubt that al all, but what I would contend for us is we must be careful not to rest our entire weight on a subjective leaning. It is subjective and we can easily misinterpret that. The only revelation we have, which we can say, “I know, absolutely and for sure, what God wants me to do is found is God’s Book.” This is God’s revealed will to us. So often, many believers, take up this subjective will of God and they hold it with the same certainty they hold Scripture and we have two authorities. The one which will trump this Authority will be the one which is closest to us, and it is the one which is most subjective. We will read Scripture through the lense of our subjective leaning and we will go wildly astray.

For instance, I have had many people tell me, “I know God wants me to marry this person. I know that because…” and they begin to tell me the providential leanings of the Lord, how they met, the circumstance which brought them together into a friendship, yet that individual is an unbeliever. But, this person “knows” God would have them marry that person. I must tell you, God’s Word tells us that is absolutely contrary to God’s individual plan for a believer. This is an illustration of the many ways we can get off-center of what God has for us to do. This Word is complete and sufficient. Let us trust Him and let us interpret every other subjective leaning on the basis of what God has to say.

The men misunderstand God’s providential working and they believe this is the time for them to kill King Saul. David rejects his friend’s suggestion only upon the basis of God’s revealed will. It is interesting, if we consider Chapter 26, we find Abishai, in the second account of David having an opportunity to take King Saul’s life, doing the same thing David’s friends do in Chapter 24,

8 Then Abishai said to David, “God has given your enemy into your hand this day.”

In this account, they sneak up to Saul’s camp at night and everyone is asleep; there is no watchman awake. When they are next to King Saul, Abishai tells David he could kill Saul with a single blow and he would not make a sound. They are interpreting providential workings of God in a specific way which is contrary to God’s will and God’s plan. Thankfully, David is one who rests and trusts in Scripture.

One of the joys, this semester, for me is each morning Jackson and I take one paragraph of Psalm 119 and we read it for the whole week before he goes to school and we memorize that verse. That has been a huge encouragement to my soul because Psalm 119 is all about the sufficiency, wonder, and joy of God’s work, and David wrote it. David is a guy who is not directed by subjective feelings, but he is directed by Scripture. How safe we are when we rest our lives on God’s sure and certain Word.
David listened enough to take some action and almost immediately he regrets it – he cuts off the corner of King Saul’s robe. Why would he regret this? 


5 And afterward David's heart struck him…

His conscience is soft and it pokes him like a long thorn pressed into his side. What he did may be a small thing, after all his men were trying to convince him to kill Saul, but people who walk with God pay attention to small sins. It is a small sin which begins to callous and corrupt a conscience and one a conscience is corrupted, the next sin will tempt us further and deeper into the valley of spiritual death. He understands Saul is the Lord’s anointed and when he does something to Saul’s royal robe, he is doing something disrespectful to Saul the king. It is the position, he understands, he is to hold with great honor. His heart strikes him because he cut off a corner of Saul’s robe.
It is a good thing for us to have a heart within us which hurts for sin which seems little to others. It is a sign our conscience is awake and tender,


6 He said to his men, “The Lord forbid that I should do this thing to my lord, the Lord's anointed, to put out 
my hand against him, seeing he is the Lord's anointed.”
Interestingly, if we turn to Chapter 26, we read,


9 But David said to Abishai, “Do not destroy him, for who can put out his hand against the Lord's 
anointed and be guiltless?…11 The Lord forbid that I should put out my hand against the Lord's anointed.”

David understands this will be a sin against God and he must argue with his men and back to obedience,


7 So David persuaded his men with these words and did not permit them to attack Saul. And Saul rose up and 
left the cave and went on his way.
David, undoubtedly, is blessed by his obedience because he now has a ragamuffin gang of men, men who were misfits and in trouble with the law, and he is teaching them, by way of example, when it would have been extremely convenient and beneficial to him to break the Law of God and make an exception to the general rule. He is teaching them the way to honor God and that will come back with loyalty to David as his men learn about their loyalty and obedience to God. Compromise always filters down to people we are trying to disciple. 

Parents, please understand your children are watching you. What you do will be communicated far greater, deeper, and affectively than what you say. David acts with integrity. 
David is angry with himself that he cut off the corner of the robe and he makes a resolve to honor the king and we read from Romans 12,


17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.
That is what David is doing. He is refusing to take revenge. He gives thought to what is honorable. He takes the high road. He does what is honoring to Christ and in this David becomes a type of Christ. Consider Jesus, the son of David, what will He do with His enemies? More completely, more thoroughly, and more perfectly He is going to bless His enemies and He will pray for those who persecuted and their salvation. In becoming a type of Christ, David is pointing us to one greater than him who will come and completely fulfill the Law. He will not cut off the corner of the robe when the will of God would have Him avoid any kind of compromise, yet He provides for us an example. 

We are told, “do not repay evil for evil” with our mean words, with our gossiping word, with our angry words, or with our actions. That is so hard to do. When someone does us evil do we not want to tell other people how bad that other person is? We must ask ourselves why we would do that. Why would we want to convince someone else that person is evil? It is for revenge as a main motivating factor. We do not repay them with our actions by plotting for ways to make our enemies pay. We know God is the One who hold justice in His hands.

The second action we want to take is: Reach for peace,

Romans 12:18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
What a healthy dose of reality Scripture gives to us. Paul does not just write, “Live peaceably with all.” He writes with two caveats: one, “if possible”; and second, “so far as it depends on you”. There are two reasons why peace is not always possible. First, the other person does not want peace. They enjoy conflict and they want to keep fighting. Secondly, the other person demands in order for us to have peace we must compromise God’s truth or God’s righteousness, and if we set either of those aside we can get along, but not as  long as we are standing up and speaking firmly as ambassadors of Christ regarding truth and righteousness in this world. 

In those two cases, peace is absolutely impossible for the faithful Christian. But, the idea from the Lord is we are to make every concession we possibly can to pursue peace with an enemy, knowing we may not be able to do enough but we will look and search hard the concessions we can make to pursue peace with them,


8 Afterward David also arose and went out of the cave, and called after Saul, “My lord the king!” And 
when Saul looked behind him, David bowed with his face to the earth and paid homage.
Notice, David does four things to pursue peace. First, David takes the initiative to speak to Saul. He does not say, “Rotten King Saul, if he wants to speak to me about peace, I guess I will listen to him if he comes to me. He is the one who started this so I should not be the one to chase him.” Isn’t that the way we often are? We have someone who resists and we say, “I am not going to be the one who initiates that conversation. They are supposed to come to me first.” No, we are to pursue peace and we are the ones who are to take the initiative. God places the responsibility upon us and that is what David does. We cannot sit around and wait for our enemy make the first move toward reconciliation.

Is it risky to initiate talks with the enemy? Yes, of course, it is! Will it work? Not always. Will it honor the Lord? Yes, every time. Pursuing peace means we make a concerned effort, energy, and commitment to it. We are wise to wait for the right timing on this initiative. David did not, at any old time, initiate this conversation. He waited upon the Lord, but it was very apparent to him, at this point and through this circumstance, God is opening a door and created a bridge for him to talk to King Saul. This does not mean, in the midst of our enemies angry, assault against us, we say, “Let’s talk,” but maybe it is time to hide in En Gedi. We are looking for the bridge or that door to open and when that happens we are, spiritually, willing and ready to move forward.
Sometimes be become so cold towards our enemies, we would not talk to them if God physically dialed his or her phone number on our cell phone. 

In the second action, David spoke respectfully. Notice how he said, “My lord the king,” and  he bowed his face to the ground, both verbal and non-verbal communication. He did not use this as an opportunity to give Saul a piece of his mind and convince Saul he was wrong. God can do that if God desires to in God’s time. He is pursuing peace so he is giving honor and speaking respectfully.

In the third action, David speaks tactfully,


 9 And David said to Saul, “Why do you listen to the words of men who say, ‘Behold, David seeks your 
harm’? 
David is giving Saul as much benefit of the doubt as  he possibly can. He, undoubtedly, knows Saul is envious and it is a major, driving factor, but he is not wanting to shove Saul’s sin into Saul’s face, at least not as long as Saul is an enemy. If things warm, that might come later, and David might have that conversation. David knows Saul has people around him who are telling him David is a bad guy and he is out to get Saul and he wonders why Saul listens to them, but he is very tactful in his approach toward King Saul. He did not say, “You have been listening to your own envious, jealous heart. That is the reason you do not like me.” 

Often, when a former friend becomes an enemy, the words of other counselors are at work influencing that person to change the way they think about us. Satan is the accuser of the brethren and he loves to get into our sphere of social networks and relationships. He loves to get accusations from the outside and it is easy to begin believing those accusations. This is an important lesson on the other side of things regarding what we do and do not listen to. It is important love believes all things.
 In other words, unless there is absolute evidence an evil report is true, we are not going to believe it and we will go to the person heard about, if we are even tempted to believe it, and we are going to talk to them about it. Evidently there were some of Saul’s counselors who were stirring up Saul’s animosity toward David.

In the fourth action, David speaks with affection. David calls Saul, “Father”. He is drawing Saul into a circle. He does not say that without emotion, but Saul is David’s father. David married Saul’s daughter, Michal. David is reminding Saul of the family relationships and the affection he has toward Saul.

Some words pour fuel upon the fires of conflict and other words spray cold water on them. Let us be on the side of pursuing peaceful, gracious words. The Book of Proverbs can be so helpful,


12:18 There is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.

12:16 The vexation of a fool is known at once, but the prudent ignores an insult.


15:1 A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.


17:9 Whoever covers an offense seeks love, but he who repeats a matter separates close friends.

17:27 Whoever restrains his words has knowledge, and he who has a cool spirit is a man of 
understanding.
Proverbs has so much to teach us about pursuing peace. Let us live in the song of Proverbs for parts of our lives so we can understand God’s wisdom. 
The third action we want to take is: Rest in the Lord’s sovereign justice,


Romans 12:19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”

The instruction is to never avenge ourselves except in these circumstances: when another person hurts members of your family; when the other person costs you a place on the football team or in the company; when the other person such mean words you can never get over them. Those are the exceptions to this principle. You should be saying, “Boo! Boo! That is not true! There are no exceptions!” We are never to avenge ourselves.

We look for loopholes do we not? This command does not prohibit us from defending ourselves against the violent assault while the assault is taking place. That must be clarified because sometimes we get confused. This command does prohibit us from ever seeking revenge and executing personal judgment from ourselves upon those who have assaulted us after the assault occurs. 

There is a wide degree of difference between self-defense and vengeance. If someone insults, slanders, gossips, mocks, ridicules, steals, injures, or taunts us, never retaliate. Let God deal with them. That is the idea. Rest in the Lord’s sovereign judgment. If the Lord delegates His vengeance to human institutions, such as the United States government or local authorities, God is vesting His prerogative of vengeance to them so evil doers are sought and justice is done against them. But, we cannot, personally. We must leave that to God and the means God uses, whether governing authorities or His own sovereign plan. 
Vengeance is exceedingly good and excellent. We know vengeance is exceedingly good because God promises to take vengeance upon evil doers and God only does that which is exceedingly good, because He is the ultimate good. Vengeance is good, but vengeance is not ours. It is good to want justice, but it is not in our hands. We must rest that in God’s,


10 Behold, this day your eyes have seen how the Lord gave you today into my hand in the cave. And some 
told me to kill you, but I spared you. I said, ‘I will not put out my hand against my lord, for he is the Lord's 
anointed.’ 11 See, my father, see the corner of your robe in my hand. For by the fact that I cut off the corner of 
your robe and did not kill you, you may know and see that there is no wrong or treason in my hands. I have 
not sinned against you, though you hunt my life to take it. 12 May the Lord judge between me and you, may 
the Lord avenge me against you, but my hand shall not be against you.
David had the opportunity to sin against Saul, but he knew vengeance is the Lords. David left vengeance in God’s hands. David is a tough, military guy and it is hard for tough guys to leave vengeance in another’s hands, but that is what he does as a godly man. We see, in the second occurrence, he says the same thing,

26:9 But David said to Abishai, “Do not destroy him, for who can put out his hand against the Lord's 

anointed and be guiltless?” 10 And David said, “As the Lord lives, the Lord will strike him, or his day will 
come to die, or he will go down into battle and perish…13 As the proverb of the ancients says, ‘Out of the 
wicked comes wickedness.’ But my hand shall not be against you.”
If the Lord wanted Saul to die, the Lord will strike him. If the Lord wanted Saul to go into battle and die another day, the Lord will take justice. Leave room for God’s wrath.
 David knows bad guys do bad things, but he is not a bad guy and he will not toward Saul in wickedness.

The fourth action we want to take is: We respond to evil with good,


Romans 12:14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them…17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give 
thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all…20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if 
he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning 
coals on his head.” 21 Do not 
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
Some may want to heap burning coals on their enemy’s head, believing that is some form of revenge. I believe that is a figure of speech which simply implies the enemy will not be able to ignore if you give him something to drink or eat. If you had a bucket of burning coals on your head, do you believe you would know it? You will get his attention, but it will be attention through grace. We are to reach out to our enemy in kindness. Do something which will make their lives happier and more joyful. 

Is that so hard to do? We only have two choices. We will either be overcome by evil and we will allow that person to rob us of something more precious than whatever else they have taken, whether it is material possession, physical comfort, or position or status. They will rob us of our ability to give glory to God and we will be overcome by evil. That is something no believer has to have happen in their life, regardless of their circumstance. 

Instead,  we are to overcome that evil with good. What David does, in Verses 18 through 22, to Saul, Saul realizes God is with David. He recognizes that because David is anointed, but now he, also, recognizes that because of David’s character and Saul cannot imagine a person acting this way. Saul is broken by it, for a time, but it is a superficial repentance; he will return to his anger and jealousy shortly after this. But, notice what Saul says,


21 “Swear to me therefore by the Lord that you will not cut off my offspring after me, and that you will not 
destroy my name out of my father's house.” 22 And David swore this to Saul.
Saul knows David will be king someday, but he is begging David not to kill all of his children. That is what is done when a new regent comes into power and relatives of the old regent are still alive; the threat must be eliminated. David overcame evil with good.
Later we will read about Mephibosheth and the fulfillment of David’s promise to Saul through him. 

How can we respond in love to an enemy when our heart does not want to? How can we love an enemy when we do not want to? There are two thoughts. First, this is absolutely impossible until we have peace with God. This is not the response of the flesh, but it is only the response through the Spirit of God at work in a man or woman of God. The acts of the flesh are obvious: anger, dissention, divisions, evil speaking, and strife. Those are the only instruments we have to use to respond to life until God gives us His life inside of us. That is what it means to be born again – we become a new person and we have God’s life within our soul so His Holy Spirit lives within us and it is possible for us to have love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, gentleness, and self-control.

The first step is to have a relationship with Jesus Christ, because it is only through Christ we can do this and we need Christ in our life. Have you trusted in Jesus Christ as your Savior and have you come to Him and said, “Lord, I need your life inside of me. I know you offer that life to me if I believe in you. I do believe in you today.”

Secondly, after we come to faith, it positions us with an ability to respond this way, but often times we do not. I believe we must grown in the depth of our appreciation and wonder of God’s grace in our lives. I believe we must grow in an understanding of how much we have been forgiven. To grown in understanding how much an enemy of God we were before Christ, in grace and mercy and love, reached out to us and said, “I want you to be in my family. I am drawing you to myself.” When we consider what an enemy of God we were, and every enemy we have pales in comparison to the severity, darkness, and evil of our standing as an enemy of God, we were a much worse enemy of God than anyone has ever been an enemy of us.

I do not know your circumstance, but I know that is true. I know God is infinitely good and glorious and we were absolutely darkened and rebellious before we came to Christ. The more we entered into the amazing grace of God, the more our heart is able to be a conduit and a faucet of God’s grace to other people. It is out of the fullness of God’s grace, which fills our lives, we are able to extend this kind of grace to others. I praise God while I was a sinner and an enemy of God, Jesus Christ died in my place, and I do not ever want to forget that.
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