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David’s life is one of many ups and downs. In the study of Chapter 26, we noticed he was on an upswing. Guess where we find him in this study? We learn much from David’s frailties as well as he faith. In this study we will learn from his frailties.
David Flees to the Philistines

1 Then David said in his heart, “Now I shall perish one day by the hand of Saul. There is nothing better for 
me than that I should escape to the land of the Philistines. Then Saul will despair of seeking me any longer 
within the borders of Israel, and I shall escape out of his hand.” 2 So David arose and went over, he and the six 
hundred men who were with him, to Achish the son of Maoch, king of Gath. 3 And David lived with Achish at 
Gath, he and his men, every man with his household, and David with his two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel, and 
Abigail of Carmel, Nabal's widow. 4 And when it was told Saul that David had fled to Gath, he no longer 
sought him.

5 Then David said to Achish, “If I have found favor in your eyes, let a place be given me in one of the country 
towns, that I may dwell there. For why should your servant dwell in the royal city with you?” 6 So that day 
Achish gave him Ziklag. Therefore Ziklag has belonged to the kings of Judah to this day. 7 And the number of 
the days that David lived in the country of the Philistines was a year and four months.

8 Now David and his men went up and made raids against the Geshurites, the Girzites, and the Amalekites, for 
these were the inhabitants of the land from of old, as far as Shur, to the land of Egypt. 9 And David would 
strike the land and would leave neither man nor woman alive, but would take away the sheep, the oxen, the 
donkeys, the camels, and the garments, and come back to Achish. 10 When Achish asked, “Where have you 
made a raid today?” David would say, “Against the Negeb of Judah,” or, “Against the Negeb of the 
Jerahmeelites,” or, “Against the Negeb of the Kenites.” 11 And David would leave neither man nor woman 
alive to bring news to Gath, thinking, “lest they should tell about us and say, ‘So David has done.’” Such was 
his custom all the while he lived in the country of the Philistines. 12 And Achish trusted David, thinking, “He 
has made himself an utter stench to his 
people Israel; therefore he shall always be my servant.”
I love the story of Pilgrim’s Progress. Parents, I urge you to read this story to your children. It is a story filled with such great spiritual lessons to consider, as a family and individually, but particularly for our children to learn. It is a story written long ago by a man named John Bunyan. It presents a pilgrim named Christian fleeing from the City of Destruction and he is wanting to make his way to The Celestial City. A guy named “Evangelist” points him toward a narrow gate, and after entering through that gate he realizes, as the Evangelist tells him, leads him to the Cross where Christian will loose this burden tied to his back which is bending him down and bowing him over. 
A fellow named “Hopeful” joins Christian along the True and Straight Path which leads to The Celestial City and they have many adventures which describe for us the Christian life. They come to a part of The Straight But True Path which leads to the City and they are becoming discouraged because the path has grown very rough and difficult. Their feet are aching and becoming tender from the hardness of the journey and of this particular path. They become discouraged by the harshness of this trek. They look off to their right and they find this wonderful, grassy meadow. They find a little gate by which they can enter into the meadow. Christian remarks, “This is exactly what I have been hoping for to get off of the rough path. On that part, across the fence, the going is going to be so much easier. Come on, Hopeful, let us cross over.” 

Hopeful objects and says, “What if this new path, over there, should lead us out of the Way and away from The Celestial City?” Christian replies, “That is not likely to happen. Look, does that path not run parallel to the one we are on?” Hopeful is persuaded and off they go off of the narrow, hard, but true path and onto the pleasant, grassy path. 

They had not gone very long before night began to overtake them and it grew very dark. They suddenly realized there were dangers on this path which were not on the others. They could know where the ground was underneath them and there were pits they could fall into and die. They begin to become very afraid and then it begins to rain and the wind begins to blow. There is thundering and lightning. Flood waters begin to rise up around them. Hopeful then declares, “If only I had kept to the hard but straight and true path.” Christian said, “Who could have thought this path would lead us out of the Way?” Hopeful replied, “From the beginning I have thought it. I tried to warn us about this.” Christian then realizes, indeed, Hopeful had tried to warn him. He apologizes and asks for forgiveness, but it is too late.

That very night they are captured by a giant called “The Giant of Despair”. The Giant of Despair throws Christian and Hopeful into a dungeon inside his castle named “Doubting Castle”. That night The Giant of Despair and his wife begin to beat Christian and Hopeful horribly. They become so despondent they consider taking their very lives. 

This entire chain of miserable events began with the temptation of discouragement, of a path which is hard and rough, feet which are aching, and the seeking of ways to ease their discouraged hearts. What we discover in our text is the vulnerability of a soul which is discouraged. David is discouraged because he is tempted, like Christian and Hopeful, to leave the True and Straight Path and to walk on a soft meadow which be believes will lead him to the same place as the Hard Path. 
He could not be more wrong. How important it is for us to stay on that narrow, indeed hard and difficult, road God has set before us in following Jesus Christ. No matter how much more pleasant and attractive alternative paths may seem, David nearly looses his way altogether, because he did not take this truth to heart. 
David’s life has been full of ups and downs. We studied that. In one moment he is trusting God in the face of incredible conflict and temptation. The next moment he is following his flesh into sin and failure. Consider this brief survey of what we have discovered about David.
· In 1 Samuel 17, David is on an upswing. He slays the giant Goliath with a single stone.

· In 1 Samuel 21, in fear he lies to Ahimelech the priest and he feigns insanity in Gath.

· Following that downswing, in 1 Samuel 23 and 24, David, in faith, rescues the inhabitants of Keilah from certain destruction. And, he spars the life of King Saul in a cave. David is on an upswing.

· In 1 Samuel 25, in fear, David rages and sinks to murdering Nabal.

· In 1 Samuel 26, David gets it together again and he spares the life of Saul in another act of incredible mercy and obedience to God.

There is faith and fear back and forth. Now, in our text, in what direction might we expect David to be? In his spiritual walk with God he is now, after the upswing in 1 Samuel 26, down again. He is discouraged. From 1 Samuel 23, we learn,


14b Saul sought him every day, but God did not give him into his hand.
This was Saul’s agenda. He had a huge army of 3,000 men to back him up, seeking to capture David and kill  him. You would be discouraged with that circumstance, also, would you not? They had to be successful only one day in order for everything to be lost. David had to be successful everyday. Now, when he wakes up he has to be successful in eluding capture or all will be lost.
In addition, David now has quite a group of people he is responsible for. He has six hundred men, a small army, and all their wives and children. Imagine the stresses, pressures, and pains of providing for this incredible group of people while they are in the wilderness and not having a home.

Have you ever been discouraged by pressures, difficulties, and stress? Perhaps it may seem to you Satan’s assault upon your life has been relentless, much as Saul’s upon David, and you are tired. That is where David is in his story. When we find ourselves discouraged, we must understand how tempting it is to seek relief from any source, “I just want to get out of this place in my life. I will take any avenue.” And, we open ourselves to seek freedom from our discouragement through human wisdom, but this freedom quickly becomes slavery and leads to death.

We will learn four specific temptations discouragement brings to our lives. Our goal is to anticipate these temptations so we may be able to pray and ready ourselves for them.

The first temptation discouragement brings is: Discouragement tempts us to seek direction form our own heart,


1 Then David said in his heart…

This condition of seeking direction from our own heart is a huge red flag. Whenever it begins in our life we ought to realize we are on the cusp of making horrible decisions leading to spiritual disaster. In 1 Samuel 26, we read, when Abishai wants to kill King Saul,


10 And David said, “As the Lord lives, the Lord will strike him, or his day will come to die, or he will go 
down into battle and perish. 11 The Lord forbid that I should put out my hand against the Lord's anointed. 
But take now the spear that is at his head and the jar of water, and let us go.”
Here is a human solution to David’s problem, but there is also faith and a sense that is not what God would have David do. It is not God’s way of escape from David’s current tribulation. Where has the hope, the trust, and the faith gone? David is now looking at life through the dirty lense of human wisdom rather than through the pure, pristine lense of God’s Word and God’s revelation. David is moving away from blessing.

We might think we might not make such a big deal about these words, “David said in his heart…” This is a little phrase and we do not see that much there. This is reasonable, but as I study this passage, I asked myself this question: Where else in the Bible do we find these two words, the word for ‘speak’ and the word for ‘heart’ in Hebrew placed side-by-side? It is interesting what is discovered when one searches that out. 

One time it is used of God speaking to His own heart, in Genesis 8,


21 And when the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, the Lord said in his heart, “I will never again curse the 
ground because of man, for the intention of man's heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again strike 
down every living creature as I have done.”

This is following the flood and there are the same words as being used of David. God is right, though, to seek direction from His own heart because God’s heart is pure, all wise, all knowing, all true, all good, and all righteous. In fact, His heart is the only true compass by which we seek direction. 

But, what happens when these words are use of man seeking direction? There is only one occasion where it seems to be neutral, but on every other occasion it is used in incredibly negative fashion. In Genesis 17, Abraham, is told in his old age he is going to have a baby with Sarah,


17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, “Shall a child be born to a man who is a 
hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?”
Abraham is reasoning to himself and he is seeking direction from his own heart and reasons this cannot be possible and he cannot believe this promise. 

Then we consider Esau who hated Jacob because Jacob had deceived him, in Genesis 27, 


41 Now Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father had blessed him, and Esau 
said to 
himself, “The days of mourning for my father are approaching; then I will kill my brother Jacob.”
Esau is seeking direction from his own heart as to what he should do when his father dies. He has a brother who has made his life miserable. The Hebrew, in this text, is the same, “He said to his own heart…” Different words are being used in the translation.

Consider Psalm 10, which uses this phrase three times,


 4 In the pride of his face the wicked does not seek him; all his thoughts are, “There is no God…”

 6 He says in his heart, “I shall not be moved; throughout all generations I shall not meet adversity…”

 7 His mouth is filled with cursing and deceit and oppression; under his tongue are mischief and iniquity…

11 He says in his heart, “God has forgotten, he has hidden his face, he will never see it…”

13 Why does the wicked renounce God and say in his heart, “You will not call to account”?
Concerning Verse 11, the man says to himself, “As my conscience bears witness I am not living according to God’s righteousness, God is not going to do anything about it. There is not going to be a Judgment Day.” Here is a wicked man speaking comfort to his own heart for his rebellion. With reference to Verse 13, there is no day of accounting. All of these verses are one person speaking to himself, seeking direction about life, about the future, and about eternity from within as to how he thinks about it. And, finally, in Psalm 1,


 1 The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”
There are other illustrations of this, but we get the picture. Anytime these words are used of a man speaking to his own heart, it is always in a way which diverts him from the revelation God has given. Seeking direction from our own heart keeps us horizontal in our thinking and flawed and limited. It does not allow us to stay vertical and connected to God. The big problem with horizontal thinking is it is contradictory to God’s revelation. 

In Isaiah 55, this is what the Lord says,


8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.

9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways

and my thoughts than your thoughts.
If we are looking for direction, guidance, and counsel in our life where can we go to find it? We do not find it inside of ourselves. We find it from God being delivered to us as He shares His thoughts and as He reveals His way to us through His Son Jesus and through His Word. Out hearts are fashioned by God to be receivers of His truth and not leaders to the truth. This is where the world has it all mixed up. The world says, “We can find truth, wisdom, and righteousness in living by considering what we think about life and about the future and then acting upon what our own thoughts tell us to do or to be. But, God says, “No!” In Jeremiah 17, God says when we do that we are to understand the nature of the source from which we are drawing direction,


9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?
Do you believe that about your own heart? We look at other people and we believe that about their heart, but we are not sure we believe that about our heart. Yet, God in His Word says, “That is true of every human heart. It is deceitful above all things.” In other words, it tricks us and fools us and makes us believe something is true and right and good when in reality it is not, and it is desperately sick. The New King James Version says the heart is “desperately wicked”. 

If we set aside God’s evaluation of our own heart we are not likely to seek direction from Him. Instead, we will listen to our own heart. That is what David did in this circumstance. Then we will justify our decisions based upon what our heart tells us. What are some ideas in which our heart, in discouragement, whispers to lead us away from our joy in Christ? Some are: “God has abandoned you.” “God does not care about you.” “God’s ways will only lead you into greater pain and hardship with no reward.” “There is an easier path for you than God’s path.” “It does not hurt to give sin a try, at least just once.” “Now that you have messed up you might as well mess up again and again because you have already blow it and there is no opportunity for return.” “God’s Word is not true.” “That is really not what God’s Word says.” “Even if it is what God’s Word says, there are errors in God’s Word.” “This time and in this case there is an exception for you.” All these are things our heart whispers to deceive us. 
Nothing deceives us as our own heart does. Our heart attempts to lead us astray more than any other source. It has been away from the life of God in its sick and diseased state. It does not want us to submit to God and acknowledge Him and worship Him. It leads us away from God’s Son and the grace of God which is offered to us in the cross.

This is exactly why I love the Pilgrim’s Progress so much because this is what Hopeful and Christian did when they wandered from the Straight But True path and into By-Way Meadow. They trusted their own hearts.
The second temptation discouragement brings us is: Discouragement tempts us to disbelieve God’s faithfulness,


1 Then David said in his heart, “Now I shall perish one day by the hand of Saul.
David’s heart speaks specifically about his future and it is a very pessimistic future his heart is speaking to: “If you stay on the same path God has placed you on you are going to die. There is only hopelessness if you trust God.” What did God promise David when he was yet a boy? He had Samuel anoint David to be king,

1 Samuel 16:13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers.
This is a promise David heard very clearly and his family heard this very clearly. In fact, most of the Nation heard this very clearly. There are, in the text, at least four times this promise from God has been confirmed to David,


1 Samuel 17:37 And David said, “The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the 
bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.”
David knows this is the case because God has a plan for His Nation and for David to be king. David is remembering what God has done in the past and His promise for the future. Upon that basis David knows this is what God will do. Discouragement robs us of our remembrance of the past. We get discouraged and we forget how faithful God has been in our past to deliver us from the hand of the lion and the bear. It robs us of the clarity of our thought regarding God’s present promises. The lense of our soul becomes smeared so these two truths, God faithfulness in our past and God’s purposefulness in His promises today, become blurred so they are almost unseen and invisible to the discouraged heart. 

Who else affirms to David of God’s past promise? David’s friend, Jonathan. He was to be the next in line to be king, from a descendant point of view, yet Jonathan acknowledges this is not his future, but it is David’s future,


1 Samuel 23:16 And Jonathan, Saul's son, rose and went to David at Horesh, and strengthened his hand in God. 

17 And he said to him, “Do not fear, for the hand of Saul my father shall not find you. You shall be king over 
Israel…”

Jonathan knew this on the basis of God’s promise. Who else confirmed this promise of God to David? Saul, himself, the one who will lose the throne, confirmed it. When David had an opportunity to slay Saul in the cave, they had a conversation and this is Saul’s testimony,

1 Samuel 24:20 “And now, behold, I know that you shall surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be 
established in your hand.”
Later, Saul again says almost the same thing,


1 Samuel 26:25 Then Saul said to David, “Blessed be you, my son David! You will do many things and will 
succeed in them.”
Saul knows the promise of God when Samuel anointed David. Abigail also confirmed this promise from God, even thought she does not know David or had met him before this time. David is mad at her husband because Nabal was so belittling to David, and Abigail says to David,

1 Samuel 25:30 “And when the Lord has done to my lord according to all the good that he has spoken concerning 
you and has appointed you prince over Israel…”
She knows the Lord will appoint David as prince over Israel because she knows the promise of God regarding David.

We consider our text, and what does David say when he speaks to his own heart, “I know Saul is going to kill me.” God gave David the promise directly. He used two friends, Jonathan and Abigail, and an enemy, Saul, to remind David of this promise, yet David still does not believe it. How could David not believe this promise? This is what happens to our hearts when we become discouraged: We lose our grasp on the promises of God.

Discouragements cast doubt upon the clear and certain promises God has given to us and to strengthen us in times of difficulty. We become tempted to jump out of the frying and into the fire, and our last state becomes much worst than the first. For a short time our fear leads us into soft, green meadows. There was a time when Christian and Hopeful thought they were making the right decision, and there is a time when David believes he is making the right decision. There is a time when that decision brings him peace with Saul and rest and he believes, “I have made the right decision.” But, in the end it only leads to greater sorrow and death.

Balaam was a miserable guy, but God used Balaam even though Balaam’s heart was not right toward God. He is not a wise man, but none the less, one of the wise, prophetic things he said, in Numbers 23,

19 “God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind. Has he said, and will 
he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it?”

David is a man of Scripture and he would have read Numbers and about Balaam. Whatever God says is absolutely one hundred percent certain.
We look at David and wonder how he could have forgotten God’s promises when they were so clear to him. I want you to know God’s promises are much clearer to us today. We have much greater confirmation than what David did through Abigail, Jonathan, and Saul. We have God’s Son Jesus who has confirmed all of God’s promises to us.

There is a set of verses in 2 Corinthians 1 to consider because they are so precious. The Apostle Paul is driving forward the idea of God’s faithfulness and how important it is for us to cement this truth in our hearts and in our lives,


18 “As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been Yes and No. 19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, 
whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I, was not Yes and No, but in him it is always 
Yes.”

When we look at Christ and consider the promises of God, we know the promise of God is Yes in Christ. This is not true most of the time or some of the time, but it is true all of the time. One commentator writes, regarding these verses, “There is no ambiguity, “Yes” and “No”, about the Son of God. It is as if God is saying ‘Jesus Christ, my Son, is my ‘Yes’ to every promise I have ever made. He fulfills everything I have ever said. From God’s side, as well as from ours, everything is focused upon Christ and it is for this reason the prepositions ‘in’ and ‘through’ are so important. God’s promises come true in Christ and we say, ‘Amen’ through Christ to the glory of God.” Through Christ we see all of God’s promises as being realized.
Jesus Christ has become our confirmation of the promises of God being true, each and every one of them. Every promise about God’s salvation, God’s absolute forgiveness of every sin we have ever committed, God’s enduring love in spite of our faithlessness, the future resurrection, a future day of reward in Christ, of an abiding fellowship we have with God now and forever, and regarding an Eternal Kingdom and a glorious joy which awaits those of us who are faithful. Each one of these promises is so much more. When we live with Jesus Christ we think, “These are Yes in Christ!”

Temptations gain power when we fail to consider the promises God gives to us in the Gospel. In Jesus Christ those promises become “Yes, amen. That is true.” Only in Christ can we expect God’s blessings and promises to be realized in us. This is the point, I believe, Paul is making. Those of us who are in Christ, we say, “That is confirmation these promises are true. For those who are outside of Christ, it is confirmation we should come to Christ because the promises of God are not ‘Yes’ for anyone who is outside of Him.” 

Do you have Jesus Christ as your “Yes” to God’s promises? Have you trusted in Him and have you embraced Him as your own? If you do not have Jesus Christ then God’s promises are not “Yes” to you and you need Him. That is the Gospel call to you. It is God’s gracious invitation. 

The third temptation discouragement brings to us is: Discouragement tempts us to befriend the world,

1 Then David said in his heart, “Now I shall perish one day by the hand of Saul. There is nothing better for 
me than that I should escape to the land of the Philistines. Then Saul will despair of seeking me any longer 
within the borders of Israel, and I shall escape out of his hand.”
When discouragement robs us of our confidence in the Lord the world looks like a pretty nice place of refuge to us. It looks like a safe way to find freedom from danger. There is nothing which could possibly be worse for David than to seek refuge with the ungodly Philistines. David knew better and he would write, in Psalm 63,


3 Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you.
“There is nothing better for me than to go to the Philistines,” David declares. “When you were in this difficulty, not too long ago, you wrote, ‘Your steadfast love is better than life. Of course there is something better for you than to go to the Philistines; it is to remain and abide in God and in His steadfast love. When you go to the Philistines, David, you are leaving the sphere of God’s pleasure. Of course there is something better for you,”


Psalm 118:8 It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man.
Yet,  David’s thinking is turn upside down. He is believing there is nothing better than to go to the Philistines because then his life will be better and it will work out. Do you ever wonder if it may be better for you to fit into this world? I know it is a huge temptations for students, junior highers, high schoolers, collage-age students. It is a huge temptation for those who go to work in a world which is separate from Christ and does not know Him. All we have to do is simply fit in a little bit more and adopt some of the world’s values, its way of thinking, its morality, its philosophy, its talking, and its relating.
I believe when David goes down to Philistia he is thinking he can still be David the man of God while he is living there. He does not know what is going to happen to him, but I believe that is what he is thinking. He does not realize by making that movement and that compromise, he is putting himself in a vise which will squeeze him to such an extent he will not be able to withstand the pressure. 


2 So David arose and went over, he and the six hundred men who were with him, to Achish the son of Maoch, 
king of Gath. 3 And David lived with Achish at Gath, he and his men, every man with his household, and 
David with his two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel, and Abigail of Carmel, Nabal's widow. 4 And when it was told 
Saul that David had fled to Gath, he no longer sought him.
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David began in Ramah in Gibeah. He travels to Nob and then to Gath where he feigns insanity. Since that did not work out, in an upswing he goes into Judah and he finds refuge in Masada. He travels to help the people of Keilah and then to En Gedi, which is where he is when this text begins. Now, he thinks to himself, there is nothing better for him to do than make his way up to Gath, a fifty mile trek. Later in the story, he will move along the plain, which is Philistine country and to Ziklag. I use these maps to demonstrate this is real stories, real life, real places and real people.

What happens when David flees to Gath? “And when it was told Saul that David had fled to Gath, Saul pursued him with greater zeal and captured David because David was unfaithful to God.” Do you read that in Verse 4? That is not what Verse 4 says. David is leaving the place of God’s pleasure and he is going to find refuge. He believes if he leaves the place of God’s pleasure and move into a more worldly environment, there he will find safety. What really happens in Verse 4? Saul stops pursuing David and David found safety. Isn’t that a surprise? 

Often times, when we follow our heart, there are certain rewards which are immediate. I do not deny that for a time, if one follows a path opposite from the straight and true path, you will find your feet much more comfortable on the green grass. Scripture does not deny that either. That is this story; Saul left David alone. Can you imagine the relief David felt after being pursued all those years and now he does not have to worry about Saul anymore. David’s plan worked!

There is a certain kind of peace enjoyed by those who adopt the pattern of this world. There is a certain kind of reprieve, but there are two reasons I would mention as to why it is so important we not surrender ourselves over to the world’s control. First, David lost more than he gained. In compromise he grieved the Lord and lost his pleasure in God. He obtained a release for a small time, but “He exchanged,” as one pastor writes, “the smile of God for the grin of the enemy.” 

Notice how ready Achish was to receive David? This is weird, also, because David had been an enemy of the Philistines, as we remember he slewed Goliath. But now, Achish says, “You are on of us now. Great!” The world will do that, “As long as you are on the side of Christ, I know you are over there and I am over here and I do not like you because you are over there.” But, the moment you step on their side of the world you are one of them and they will embrace you and you will find friendship. There became a buddy-buddy relationship between David and Achish. 

In the midst of this, we need to understand, David completely loses his joy in the Lord. We have a psalm book full of psalms and worship songs David wrote. Do you know how many psalms David wrote in the next year and four months while he was with the Philistines? Not one. We have no psalms recorded from this period of David’s life. It is as though he heart was completely darkened and he lost his exuberance and praise. That is what happens to a Christian when he says, “I believe I can step out of  the way because this is too dangerous and too tough and I will get back into the world.” There is a certain kind of peace, but at what price? For the Christian, our joy in the Lord is the greatest treasure and we must say, “I will die for this. I will die to maintain my joy in the King who gave His life for me and who offers me resurrection and life.” 
Secondly, notice David also has compromised and harmed his friends,


5 Then David said to Achish, “If I have found favor in your eyes, let a place be given me in one of the country 
towns, that I may dwell there. For why should your servant dwell in the royal city with you?” 6 So that day 
Achish gave him Ziklag. Therefore Ziklag has belonged to the kings of Judah to this day.
Ziklag is a city God had given to the Nation of Israel. It was originally owned by the descendants of Simeon, but the Philistines had taken practical control over it. It was God’s people’s territory, but it was governed by the enemy. It is a symbol of what happens in a life which is compromised to the world. Our lives are God’s. They are set apart for Christ and unto Christ, but we compromise and we become governed by enemy control. How sad that is.
As I get older I pray I will not compromise and make peace with the world, the flesh, or the Devil. 

Verse 7 tells us,


7 And the number of the days that David lived in the country of the Philistines was a year and four months.
And, we are told the six hundred men with their families also lived in Ziklag with David.
One of the reasons why I pray for faithfulness is, one, I recognize the frailty of every human heart and we need, daily, to battle this battle. If a man like David can have this happen to him, a man like any of us certainly can. I pray, also, because a decision of a person like David affects not just David’s life, but it affects these six hundred people and all of their families. They also become enamored with the world as a result of what David did.
The fourth temptation discouragement bring is: Discouragement tempts us to compromise godly convictions,


8 Now David and his men went up and made raids against the Geshurites, the Girzites, and the Amalekites, for 
these were the inhabitants of the land from of old, as far as Shur, to the land of Egypt. 9 And David would 
strike the land and would leave neither man nor woman alive, but would take away the sheep, the oxen, the 
donkeys, the camels, and the garments, and come back to Achish. 10 When Achish asked, “Where have you 
made a raid today?” David would say, “Against the Negeb of Judah,” or, “Against the Negeb of the 
Jerahmeelites,” or, “Against the Negeb of the Kenites.” 11 And David would leave neither man nor woman 
alive to bring news to Gath, thinking, “lest they should tell about us and say, ‘So David has done.’” Such was 
his custom all the while he lived in the country of the Philistines. 12 And Achish trusted David, thinking, “He 
has made himself an utter stench to his 
people Israel; therefore he shall always be my servant.”
David’s raids were to the south. Achish had a deal in which he thought David was going to make raids against the Israelites because Ziklag is a border town, next to Israeli cities, and he thought David would raid the Israelites because David hated Saul. David decides to raid cities to the west and south of the Israeli cities. But, in order word did not get back to Achish that David was not raiding the Israeli cities, but that he was raiding other cities, he would have to kill all of the inhabitants – men, women, and children. David became a butcher and a liar. David’s plunder was not from the Israeli cities but from cities of the Philistines. 

David first becomes a liar, then a murderer, a cutthroat and a thug. All of this happens in sixteen months. We can hardly recognize David. What began as a decision to simply live in a certain place and compromise and follow a path of expedience now turn him to behaviors and actions which are not recognizable in a godly life. Who could have thought this path would have led David so far out of the way?

Scripture tells us and warns us,

1 John 2:15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of 
life[is not from the Father but is from the world. 17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but 
whoever does the will of God abides forever.

Discouragement tempts us to seek direction from our heart; it tempts us to disbelieve God’s faithfulness; it tempts us to befriend the world; it tempts us to compromise godly convictions. It tempts us to establish behaviors which are unrecognizable to the Christian life.

What is David’s chief error? It is unbelief. How easy it is for discouragement to get us in a position of unbelief. Unbelief besets the best of believers. It is a foe all of us must fight, especially in times of difficulty and discouragement. 

David came to King Achish and asked, “What do I have to do to find favor in your sight?” Interestingly, these are the same words used when Scripture says “Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.”
 The big question we must ask is: Whose favor am I concerned about receiving? How could David get Achish’s favor? He needed to become like Achish, a Philistine, and he will get Achish’s favor. There will be certain rewards assigned to that. 

But, how could David get the favor of the Lord? How did Noah find favor in the eyes of the Lord? It is simply, in faith, receive God’s grace and say, “All your provisions you are offering me in Christ, I will receive them for myself and when I receive them it will not be by changing my life in order to fit a standard you have for me, but it will be by coming to faith in Christ and receiving the righteousness of Christ from the inside out. How can I gain favor so I am in a right relationship with you, the Living God? Through your Son the Christ I receive Him. I believe in my heart and I confess with my mouth Jesus is Lord. He died for me and He rose again as a sacrifice for my sin.” How do we get in favor with the Lord?  We must change the inside. We trust in Christ. If we ever find ourselves, after we trust in Christ, to be in a position like David, what do we do to make our way back?
In the story of Pilgrim’s Progress, Hopeful and Christian are in a dungeon and they are beaten every night. They are tempted to commit suicide. At their darkest moment, Christian remembers he had been given a key when he first came to the cross. It was a Key of Promise. He said, “I have had this Key in my pocket all along. It opens the door to this dungeon so we can be made free and get out of Doubting Castle and out from underneath the assault of the Giant of Despair.” He took the key and he put it in the door and he opened it and he was free.
Christian, you have been given a key. Whenever discouragement strikes your life, you have been given a key. Get it out of the pocket and use it and employ it for the glory of God and for the blessing and joy of your life. It is the key of God’s promise through the Gospel. Let us hold on to every precious promise which becomes our key to freedom. May God bless us today.

� Genesis 6:8





