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The second part of David’s life will begin as we look at David not only being anointed, but also being coroneted as king. We are at David’s low point in his life spiritually up to this point. He has been living with the Philistines, as a Philistine. He has become a thief, murderer, liar, and deceiver as he has gone into the land of the Philistines. He believes there is safety there, the more he is with the world, as opposed to trusting God. Now we will see David coming out of that dark place in his life.

David's Wives Are Captured

1 Now when David and his men came to Ziklag on the third day, the Amalekites had made a raid 
against the 
Negeb and against Ziklag. They had overcome Ziklag and burned it with fire 2 and taken captive the women 
and all who were in it, both small and great. They killed no one, but carried them 
off and went their way. 

3 And when David and his men came to the city, they found it burned with fire, and their wives and sons and 
daughters taken captive. 4 Then David and the people who were with him raised their voices and wept until 
they had no more strength to weep. 5 David's two wives also had been taken captive, Ahinoam of Jezreel and 
Abigail the widow of Nabal of Carmel. 6 And David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning 
him, because all the people were bitter in soul, each for his sons and daughters. But David strengthened 
himself in the Lord his God.

7 And David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelech, “Bring me the ephod.” So Abiathar brought the 
ephod to David. 8 And David inquired of the Lord, “Shall I pursue after this band? Shall 
I overtake them?” 
He answered him, “Pursue, for you shall surely overtake and shall surely rescue.” 9 So David set out, and the 
six hundred men who were with him, and they came to the brook Besor, where those who were left behind 
stayed. 10 But David pursued, he and four hundred men. Two hundred stayed behind, who were too exhausted 
to cross the brook Besor.

11 They found an Egyptian in the open country and brought him to David. And they gave him bread and he 
ate. They gave him water to drink, 12 and they gave him a piece of a cake of figs and two clusters of raisins. 
And when he had eaten, his spirit revived, for he had not eaten bread or drunk water for three days and three 
nights. 13 And David said to him, “To whom do you belong? And where are you from?” He said, “I am a 
young man of Egypt, servant to an Amalekite, and my master left me behind because I fell sick three days 
ago. 14 We had made a raid against the Negeb of the Cherethites and against that which belongs to Judah and 
against the Negeb of Caleb, and we burned Ziklag with fire.” 15 And David said to him, “Will you take me 
down to this band?” And he said, “Swear to me by God that you will not kill me or deliver me into the hands 
of my master, and I will take you down to this band.”

David Defeats the Amalekites

16 And when he had taken him down, behold, they were spread abroad over all the land, eating and drinking 
and dancing, because of all the great spoil they had taken from the land of the Philistines and from the land of 
Judah. 17 And David struck them down from twilight until the evening of the next day, and not a man of them 
escaped, except four hundred young men, who mounted camels and fled. 18 David recovered all that the 
Amalekites had taken, and David rescued his two wives. 19 Nothing was missing, whether small or great, sons 
or daughters, spoil or anything that had been taken. David brought back all. 20 David also captured all the 
flocks and herds, and the people drove the livestock before him, and said, “This is David's spoil.”
Recently, my cousin, Rod, generously offered to take me, my brother, Scott, and a mutual friend, Dan Learned, to Weaver Ridge Golf Course to celebrate Scott’s and Dan’s birthday. The afternoon on the course could not have been more beautiful. I truly enjoyed the sweet fellowship of friends in the scenic splendor of nature.

At the tenth tee, my shot veered right, as it often does, and I had a decision to make. I could take a whole shot and chip back into the fairway, or I could try for a spectacular shot over tress which were looming right in front of me. You know my decision. I decided to go for it.

The shot was lower than it should have been and it careened one of the branches of the trees and splashed right in the middle of the creek in front of the green. I went to it and there was the ball resting right in the middle of the water, about twenty inches down. I hate losing golf balls, especially brand new golf balls. I did not have my ball retriever with me. I dropped another ball and chipped up to the green. 

I was first to get to the green so I putted it in and I decided to take the time and grab a ball retriever from my brother’s bag. I walked down to the creek to get that ball. I was in a bit of a rush because there were two golfers behind us and they were resting one-hundred fifty yards away from the green. They were waiting for us to get off of the green. I figured they were bothered I was going to get the ball, but the other three were still on the green and putting. I felt confident in my decision. 

I gingerly rushed down the bank of the creek. My one leg is still a bit weaker than it should be because of my injury on the volleyball court in August. I got there and stood on a rock to reach over to get the ball. I discovered the rock I was standing on was not stable. SPLASH! My weak left leg went into the water a foot and one-half, totally soaked. It shifted my weight so my right leg started coming of the bank. I was looking for another place to put my foot because I did not want two wet feet. What would be worse and there were two golfers watching all of this! 

I saw a dry rock in the middle of the creek and I figured I could reach out my right foot and stomp on it, rest there, and gather myself. At least I would have only one wet foot. It landed safely, but alas, that rock was unstable, also. Then there was a big splash I heard. It was my whole body as it went into the creek. O, my! I emerged with only my head and my right shoulder free from being soaking wet. My friends thought everything was hilarious. 
What is the moral to that story. First, children, never, never, never take up the sport of golf. It is embarrassing! Secondly, when falls occur, they are not planned nor expected. Falls happen suddenly and are usually caused by a series of bad decisions. One wrong decision leads to another wrong decision, which leads to a colossal collapse. This is where David is living spiritually at this point in his biography. 

From Chapter 27, we remember,


1 Then David said in his heart, “Now I shall perish one day by the hand of Saul. There is nothing better for 
me than that I should escape to the land of the Philistines.”

David is taking counsel from his own heart and not from the Lord. He is leaning upon his own understanding. He is allowing his human fears to control him even though God promised him he would one day be king. And not he is considering the godless and immoral Philistines. 

David believed the lie he could trust his own heart to direct his paths to safety. He believed the lie he is safer when he compromises God’s truth than when he obeys God’s truth. Trying to avoid pain, David splashes into a sea of misery. David decides after counseling with his own heart to live among the Philistines, first in Gath and then south in Ziklag. He leans on his own understanding to give direction for his life instead of trusting in God. 

During this time in David’s life, his communion with God is broken. He writes no psalms of worship for this one year and four months he is living in Ziklag. He is living in the world and he is living like the world. David makes one bad decision after another which leads him into a collapse of his spiritual life, wandering away from the faith, his enjoyment of God, and his submission to God. He acts miserably and feels worse. He is a sheep who is wandered from God’s flock. 

Have you ever wandered from God? Most believers have had some experience with wandering in the course of their live. It may not have been to the severe degree as David, but many experience a period of reduced spiritual communion and with spiritual compromise with the world around them. 

What does God do with one who wanders? Perhaps, after having graced him so, God says in righteousness and justice,

“I am done with such a one and I will cast him aside forever.”
Perhaps God condemns him to eternally perish. Perhaps God just says, “I am going to let him alone. I am going to let him go his own way.” 

There is a passage in 2 Timothy 2, where God says,


13 …if we are faithless, he remains faithful—for he cannot deny himself.
This is His promise to us, His own people. God will not let even one of those who are His sheep, who are a part of His flock, to be successful in wandering from Him. Regardless of our resolve to wander, God will not let us. Rather, He will act in loving discipline to bring us back to spiritual life and worship. God never loses even one of His own sheep. He acts as a Shepherd who rescues each one who has wandered. 
We are going to observe four actions God takes to renew us to spiritual life and vitality. If you are in a position of wandering, or if you know someone who is wandering, I want to encourage you as to how God acts toward you in His grace and mercy. 

The first action is: God ordains distress for us as we spiritually wander from Him. The context of Chapter 30 are the Chapters 28 and 29. We know, as Chapter 28 opens, the Philistines are gathering for war against Israel. This is why King Saul consults with the medium of En-dor. We studied that event previously. David is still living in Philistine country and he has become very close buddies with the king of Aphek, a guy named Achish. Achish asked David to fight with him against Israel. 

Compromise place us in situations which earlier would have been unthinkable. If we compromise in one place we will end up in a positions we thought, previously, we would have never gotten ourselves in “that” situation. 

Imagine David, in 1 Samuel 17, slaying the giant Goliath, hacking off his head, and now being tempted, and eemingly being agreeable to, to fight along side the Philistines against the people of God. Would David have really fought against the Israelites? I do not know. Some commentators are sure he would not have. Others are sure he would. The text does not tell us. It only tells us his situation, and it tells us how he responds to the situation. Instead of rising up with righteous indignation and saying, “I will never fight against my own people, the people of God”, he verbally agrees to it and communicates to this king he is going to go along with that plan.
In 1 Samuel 29, we read,

1 Now the Philistines had gathered all their forces at Aphek. And the Israelites were encamped by the spring 
that is in Jezreel. 2 As the lords of the Philistines were passing on by hundreds and by thousands, and David 
and his men were passing on in the rear with Achish, 3 the commanders of the Philistines said, “What are 
these Hebrews doing here?”
These lords tell Achish he cannot bring David into the fight, because his loyalties will eventually swing the other way and it will be bad for them. David will be fighting  along side them and he will back flank us and they will be in a huge mess. They said, “No! He cannot come!” 
Achish breaks the bad news to David and he seems to take the bad news rather hard. 
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It is about fifty miles from Aphek to Jezreel, where the Israelites are. King Saul and his army have come from Gibeah to Jezreel. The Philistines are coming up the plain and fight the battle at Jezreel. The Philistines own the land along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. 
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This is Aphek. These walls were built at or before the time of King David and they are walls King David would have seen. They have been excavated.
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This is what the Jezreel plain looks like and we can see how perfect it is for armies meeting for battle. It is flat and broad. This is where the fighting will take place.

The other Philistine kings balked at David’s participation,


8 And David said to Achish, “But what have I done? What have you found in your servant from the day I 
entered your service until now, that I may not go and fight against the enemies of my lord the king?”
I cannot get into David’s head. I can only observe what David says. He looks at this Philistine king and calls him, “my lord the king”. David is all twisted up inside. Earlier, just over a year earlier, David had an opportunity to kill King Saul and he said, 


24:6 He said to his men, “The Lord forbid that I should do this thing to my lord, the Lord's anointed, to put 
out my hand against him, seeing he is the Lord's anointed.”
He went from there, in a brief span of one year and four months, to say to Achish, “Let’s go get King Saul. You are the Lord’s anointed.” I believe David has lost his spiritual sight. He is stumbling about in darkness for lack of any spiritual light. 

I wish I could say I have never met any “David’s” in the church, but it seems the longer I live the more “David’s” I see, who were at one time passionate, clear-headed, wise, understanding, and filled with faith, yet I meet them a year or a year and one-half later and they are a completely different person. They have wandered so far they believe lining up with the “Philistines” is a great plan for success in their life. May David’s state be a warning to us all because none of us are above it. 

God is clearly ordaining for David not to participate. God is ordaining for David to return immediately home to Ziklag,


29:11 So David set out with his men early in the morning to return to the land of the Philistines. But the 
Philistines went up to Jezreel.
David is going south and the Philistines are going north,


30:1  Now when David and his men came to Ziklag on the third day, the Amalekites had made a raid against the 
Negeb and against Ziklag. They had overcome Ziklag and burned it with fire 2 and taken captive the women 
and all who were in it, both small and great. They killed no one, but carried them off and went their way. 

3 And when David and his men came to the city, they found it burned with fire, and their wives and sons and 
daughters taken captive.
I believe the Amalekites heard David was going to go war with the Philistines and they figured no one was going to be guarding the chicken coop in Ziklag. Think of what would be going through David’s head at that moment. Think of yourself being in that situation. You come home, believing you do not have to go into battle and you can spend some extra time at home with your family, and all of your stuff is burned and your family is gone, with the likelihood you will never see them again. 

David went to Ziklag because he wanted to save his life. This is why believers end up in “Ziklag”, living in the world and like the world. They believe they are somehow going to save themselves and that is the place of refuge. What happened is Ziklag? What happened in Ziklag is what  always happens in Ziklag: you never save yourself and your stuff, rather you loose everything.

Jesus made this principle clear to us when He said, in Luke 17,


33 “Whoever seeks to preserve his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life will keep it.”

That is what David is doing. In other words, if we try to preserve our life by following human wisdom and human understanding, we are going to lose everything important. The only reason why David is in Ziklag is to find preservation for his family and his stuff. It is all gone. Trying to avoid affliction, David falls headlong into it and that is what happens when we follow the path of unbelief. 

Why does David lose his city, his possessions, his wife, and his children? It is because he is now living underneath the disciplining hand of God. God intends for His discipline to get our attention and this is what God’s actions do for David. God never thinks of our sin as a small matter and something to be winked at, but rather God, in a passion for our lives and to preserve our lives, goes to great lengths to rescue us from our sin. He uses any means to help us toward that path of the goal of holiness and righteousness. He loves us too much to leave us soaking in worldliness and sin. Hebrews 12 speaks about this,


5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? 


“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord…”


nor be weary when reproved by him.


6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves,


and chastises every son whom he receives.”
This is family truth. This is for those who have true faith, who are born again, and who have the life of God in their soul. This is what God says if you are one of His sons and one of His daughters. We regard it lightly until something like Ziklag happens and then we say, “Whoa, this is serious!” and that is what happened to David. He thought little of the discipline of the Lord until the discipline came down with such strength. We are not to think this is God acting in anger toward us, but He is acting in love.
If God acted in anger toward us He would let us live a contented life in Ziklag and He would let us live out our life in sin and He would give us over to sin. This is what He does to certain unbelievers in Romans 1 and that is the worst judgment God could ever meet out, giving us over to that which brings about our death. The Lord disciplines the one He loves and He chastises every son whom He receives. 

To be sure, not all suffering we experience as believers is God’s discipline because of sin. David was sorely troubled by Saul while he was walking with God in faith. He had pain in his life while he was still being obedient. I am not saying if you are obedient to God you will not have pain in your life. This is not the message of this story of David or the Bible. But, we must observe David’s worst trials came as a result on unbelief and disobedience. The worst pains came as the result of his wandering from God. This terrible hour fell upon him because he listened to his own heart instead of consulting with the Lord regarding the direction of his life. 
These are pains he would have avoided altogether. He would have never known the pain of Ziklag if he had just simply obeyed. The hardest blows God gives to His children are the blows of love intending to sever the power of sin and death from our soul. We need to remember that.


4 Then David and the people who were with him raised their voices and wept until they had no more strength 
to weep. 5 David's two wives also had been taken captive, Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail the widow of Nabal 
of Carmel. 6 And David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him…

They had been loyal up to this point and I must wonder whether it was not how they saw David acting toward King Achish which caused them to pull away in loyalty. Here is one who once was going to stand by King Saul, even though King Saul was after him. That they could honor, but now they see a man who seems to be selling out his own loyalty. Why should they be loyal if David was not going to be loyal? Bad examples multiply.

Think of the distress David is now experiencing. Everything is gone and his own people are turning against him. He thought he was going to Ziklag to get away from persons who wanted to kill him, but now he has six hundred men who want to kill him. From a human viewpoint we would say the Amalekites caused David’s distress; they were the ones who raided the city, but if we said that we would be mixing secondary causes with primary ones. The primary cause of David’s distress is God. God ordained this to take place and He ordained David would be called up by Achish to Aphek, thus exposing Ziklag to an invading army. God ordained the Amalekites would attack Ziklag and bring sorrow into David’s heart and distress to his soul. God ordained the Philistines kings would reject David’s help so David would get back, not in time to rescue the city, but in time to chance after those who had kidnapped the people.

If the Philistine kings had said, “Yes, we will help David fight”, the Amalekites would have been long gone and never to be discovered. God is working in these pagan kings to bring about His ordained plan for David and for His nation. God ordained David’s men would respond with bitter mutiny toward him so he would be left all alone in this dark world and friendless.

God ordained circumstances and events and He does so in our lives so we would see this world is passing away. That is what He wants David to see so he would stop loving the world and the things which are in the world. David gets the point and he returns to loving God with his whole heart. As he stands in the ashes of Ziklag, he realizes what a foolish thing it had been to listen to his own heart. This moment for David was much like the moment of the Prodigal Son’s when he lost all his money, his friends, and all his pleasures. He is feeding pigs. Luke 15 tells us,


16 “And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.

17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have more than enough 
bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you.”
This is what David did – he came to his senses. God in grace ordains the stress for us when we spiritually wander. God loves us too much to let us wander away, never to return. There is nothing that happens in this world that happens outside of God’s loving purpose. Ephesians 1 reveals this about God,


11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who 
works all things according to the counsel of his will…

Everything that ever happens in this whole globe, in every corner of this globe, He works all things according to the counsel of His will. Romans 8 tells us,


28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose.
What would have happened if God’s providence would have allowed David to arrive just in time to defend the city? God could have done that and got David back in time for the Amalekites to be roused right on the spot. But, God did not do that because David would not have come to his senses and he would have continued to live comfortably in Ziklag. He would have continued to live as a Philistine in Philistia.

We like to think of God’s providence only in positive terms. In providence God supplied that financial need just at the right time and in the right amount. In providence God arranged for us to meet the person we marry and we see the amazing circumstance to bring about that union and the family. I want to tell you, God’s providence is not always pleasant from a human point of view. Yet, we must rejoice in God’s providence always, whether from a human standpoint or an earthly point of view, or whether it is pleasant or it is not. God’s providence often withholds earthly success or joy from us for our spiritual well being. God providence often brings troubles and difficulties to us so God will achieve His eternal and good design. 
I believe God often intervenes to keep us from winning that championship game. God, in His providence, keeps us from receiving that promotion. He keeps us from winning that girl’s heart. He keeps us from developing a certain friendship. Why? He knows what that particular success would do to us. God providence means both giving us things we need and withholding things from us which would harm us. We, as a people, when we understand who God is, we learn to thank Him for every act of providence, even those which hurt us so.

I have this bad neck right now and I was not able to sleep at all last night. I got a twenty minute stretch and a ten minute stretch. It has been miserable. I am writing this sermon and I am not wanting to thank God for His providence in bringing that about, but that is exactly what He does; He has a good purpose for that.

The second action is: God provides strength for us as we sincerely return to Him,


6 And David was greatly distressed…But David strengthened himself in the Lord his God.
David turns the corner and he now finds his strength in God rather than in himself. Notice what David did not do in the midst of his misery. David did not allow himself a season of self-pity. He did not go to the corner and sit down in despair. He did not say, “Woe is me! I guess God is through with me. All my family is taken away and my stuff is burned. Now my own men are wanting to kill me.” In his discouragement he preached a sermon to his own soul. He talked to his soul, I believe, in the way the psalmist talked to his soul in Psalm 42,


5 Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? 



Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation 6 and my God.
David strengthened himself in the Lord. David repents of his self-reliance and self-trust and he leans upon the Lord. Isaiah 40 is very pertinent here,


29 He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength.
This is why Paul says, in 2 Corinthians 12,

8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of 
my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content 
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Isaiah 40:30 Even youths shall faint and be weary,


and young men shall fall exhausted;

31 but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;


they shall mount up with wings like eagles;


they shall run and not be weary;


they shall walk and not faint.”

What exactly did David do to strengthen himself in the Lord? He took five actions, I believe. We are not told of these, but I believe they are there. First, David repented of his sin. This is what we do when we strengthen ourselves in the Lord. We first recognize what it is that weakened our soul in the first place. I believe David came to a conviction about the way he had been living and the decisions he had been making, and he repented knowing God is merciful and He gives mercy to those who confess and who are broken and contrite in spirit. The first action we need to take, if we want to get back in communion with the Lord is that of repentance, confession, and contrition.

Second, we strengthen ourselves in the Lord by reminding ourselves God’s love for us never ceases. I believe that is hard to do after we have wandered and after we have repented and confessed. We believe God will never take us back because we have failed Him so miserably and embarrassed Him. Know God’s love for you and me is stronger than our sin.

Third, we strength ourselves in the Lord by remembering our past walk with God when we enjoyed Him. I believe David may have read some of his owl psalms. He had not written any for that year and four months, but I believe he reminded himself of how he enjoyed the Lord so.

Fourth, David strengthened himself by remembering God’s promises. God promised to make him king. God anointed him by Samuel. I believe God allowed that vision to come back into his heart and he embraced those promises by faith again. He was going to be the next king. God had ordained it and it will come to pass. This is a great application for us as believers. As a believer, I want you to know God chose you to be His child. As a believer, God anointed you with His Holy Spirit so you are indwelt by His Holy Spirit. God purchased you out of slavery at the cost of the blood of His own Son. Is not the Holy Spirit that guarantee of a future inheritance? Will you Father abandon you to perish after having purchased you with the blood of His own Son?

Our flesh looks at God’s open arms and says, “We have failed You so miserably. We do not deserve it.” I want to tell you, you are exactly right. We do not deserve it, but when is a relationship with God ever based upon merit? If it were, none of us ever enter into a relationship with God, let alone come back to Him.

Finally, I believe there is a recommitment by David to a daily communion,


7 And David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelech, “Bring me the ephod.” So Abiathar brought the 
ephod to David.
David will write, in Psalm 119,

67 Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep your word.
In the fourth action, God avails Himself to us as we humble inquire of Him,


8 And David inquired of the Lord, “Shall I pursue after this band? Shall 
I overtake them?” He answered him, 
“Pursue, for you shall surely overtake and shall surely rescue.”
Notice the submission, “Shall I pursue?” To me this sounds like a “no brainer”. Of course he should go and pursue even if he does not have any hope. It is David’s family. But, then David says he is not going to trust himself anymore, not even when he wants so badly to get on his horse and chase after the men who took his family. If the Lord were to say, “No,” David is going to obey Him. But, then, notice also his dependence. Missing is the self-confidence and in its place is a God-confidence, “Shall I overtake them? Will I be successful?” God answers him, “Pursue. You will overtake them and you will rescue them.” 

If there is ever a time to rush instead of praying, this is it. The bad guys have his family and they are putting more and more distance the longer David waits. Notice, though, David’s heart has changed and his view of prayer has changed. 

It is so vital we take time to pray. What a lesson that is for our lives, that we should inquire of the Lord.

David marches thirty-five miles, two-thirds of the way of the journey, to the brook of Besor and one third of his men drop out because they are too exhausted. Notice, though, coming back to the Lord does not mean everything is going to go smoothly from that point on. Also, though, when we pray and we inquire of the Lord, prayer implies bold action. It does not mean we are passive.

David and his men run into this Egyptian who was dropped off, as dead, by the Amalekites. He is able to tell David exactly where the Amalekites are going. Again, we see God’s sovereign, ordained plan arranging for His purposes to be fulfilled.

In the fifth action, God restores His blessing upon us as we obediently follow Him. In the story, the Amalekites believed David was fighting with the Philistines and there would be plenty of time to party. God ordained for David to catch up with them and David smoked them. He got all his stuff back, and all of theirs in addition. 

It is very easy to fall spiritually. It happens so quickly sometimes. It is so much like seeing that golf ball in the creek and believing I could go get that golf ball. I should have been able to, but one bad decision to hit over the trees instead of into the fairway leads to another bad decision to go down to the creek which leads to another bad decision of attempting to rescue both feet instead of cutting my losses, which lead to disaster. Beware of falling, but if you are in the creek, there is a way back.

I want to close with an observation about the Amalekites. The Amalekites are a reminder of the severity of God’s judgment upon those who do not believe. Jesus says, “If you believe in me, you will have eternal life, but if you do not believe in me, you stand condemned and the wrath of God remains upon you.”
 

Jesus spoke of a future day when He would return in power and in glory and the last Day of Judgment would occur in conjunction with His return. He said,


Matthew 24:36 “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but 
the Father only. 37 For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those 
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when 
Noah entered the ark, 39 and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the 
coming 
of the Son of Man.”

These Amalekites thought they were absolutely safe. They were partying, having a great time, getting drunk, eating, and having merry. In a moment, everything changed. By the time they recognized what was happening, it was too late to do anything about it. That is why Jesus says the end times will be like the days of Noah, when Noah called the people to righteousness and to the safety of the Ark, and they mocked him. Then the Ark’s doors were closed and the rain began to fall. Then they realized what was happening, but it was too late. Jesus says that is how it is going to be in the Last Day.
If you have been delaying a commitment to the Lord Jesus, no one knows the hour or the day. We have this tragedy in the church family of a young woman in her forties who was healthy and strong, but who now is in a hospital bed. Then we have Jesus’ promise of His coming like a thief in the night. It can happen before I finish this sentence. That is the reason, in grace, God says, “Today, if you hear His voice do not harden your heart against God, but humble yourself before Him and receive the life He has to offer.” He is a gracious and merciful God and we praise Him for that.

� John 3: 15,18





