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Scriptural Foundation: 2 Samuel 2-3

David Anointed King of Judah
 
1 After this David inquired of the Lord, “Shall I go up into any of the cities of Judah?” And the Lord said 
to him, “Go up.” David said, “To which shall I go up?” And he said, “To Hebron.” 2 So David went up 
there, and his two wives also, Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail the widow of Nabal of Carmel. 3 And 
David brought up his men who were with him, everyone with his household, and they lived in the towns of 
Hebron. 4 And the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the house of Judah.

When they told David, “It was the men of Jabesh-gilead who buried Saul,” 5 David sent messengers to the 
men of Jabesh-gilead and said to them, “May you be blessed by the Lord, because you showed this loyalty to 
Saul your lord and buried him. 6 Now may the Lord show steadfast love and faithfulness to you. And I will 
do good to you because you have done this thing. 7 Now therefore let your hands be strong, and be valiant, for 
Saul your lord is dead, and the house of Judah has anointed me king over them.”
Ish-bosheth Made King of Israel

8 But Abner the son of Ner, commander of Saul's army, took Ish-bosheth the son of Saul and brought him over 
to Mahanaim, 9 and he made him king over Gilead and the Ashurites and Jezreel and Ephraim and Benjamin 
and all Israel. 10 Ish-bosheth, Saul's son, was forty years old when he began to reign over Israel, and he 
reigned two years. But the house of Judah followed David. 11 And the time that David was king in Hebron 
over the house of Judah was seven years and six months.
The Battle of Gibeon

12 Abner the son of Ner, and the servants of Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, went out from Mahanaim to Gibeon. 
13 And Joab the son of Zeruiah and the servants of David went out and met them at the pool of Gibeon. And 
they sat down, the one on the one side of the pool, and the other on the other side of the pool. 14 And Abner 
said to Joab, “Let the young men arise and compete before us.” And Joab said, “Let them arise.” 15 Then they 
arose and passed over by number, twelve for Benjamin and Ish-bosheth 
the son of Saul, and twelve of the 
servants of David. 16 And each caught his opponent by the head and thrust his sword in his opponent's side, so 
they fell down together. Therefore that place was called Helkath-hazzurim, which is at Gibeon. 17 And the 
battle was very fierce that day. And Abner and the men of Israel were beaten before the servants of David.

18 And the three sons of Zeruiah were there, Joab, Abishai, and Asahel. Now Asahel was as swift of foot as a 
wild gazelle. 19 And Asahel pursued Abner, and as he went, he turned neither to the right hand nor to the left 
from following Abner. 20 Then Abner looked behind him and said, “Is it you, Asahel?” And he answered, “It 
is I.” 21 Abner said to him, “Turn aside to your right hand or to your left, and seize one of the young men and 
take his spoil.” But Asahel would not turn aside from following him. 22 And Abner said again to Asahel, 
“Turn aside from following me. Why should I strike you to the ground? How then could I lift up my face to 
your brother Joab?” 23 But he refused to 
turn aside. Therefore Abner struck him in the stomach with the butt 
of his spear, so that the spear came out at his back. And he fell there and died where he was. And all who 
came to the place where Asahel had fallen and died, stood still.

24 But Joab and Abishai pursued Abner. And as the sun was going down they came to the hill of Ammah, 
which lies before Giah on the way to the wilderness of Gibeon. 25 And the people of Benjamin gathered 
themselves together behind Abner and became one group and took their stand on 
the top of a hill. 26 Then 
Abner called to Joab, “Shall the sword devour forever? Do you not know that the end will be bitter? How 
long will it be before you tell your people to turn from the pursuit of their brothers?” 27 And Joab said, “As 
God lives, if you had not spoken, surely the men would not have 
given up the pursuit of their brothers until 
the morning.” 28 So Joab blew the trumpet, and all the men stopped and pursued Israel no more, nor did they 
fight anymore.
It is true, in almost all areas of life, personal satisfaction hinges upon creating a level ground between our expectations and our outcomes. When expectations do not match our outcomes we become disgruntled and frustrated. We see this principle in almost every area of life. 
If you walk into a sidewalk café to grab a sandwich. You pay six dollars for some soup and a salad and you sit on a wooden stool at a counter and you peer out at the street through a dusty window. You have certain expectations and if your expectations are exceeded, which are low to begin with, you might say, “That was a really great meal. I am very pleased.” On the other hand, if you take your bride out on an anniversary evening to one of the best restaurants in Chicago and you pay several hundred dollars to get the best seat and the best mean, you will have different kinds of expectations. If any little thing disrupts the beauty of the moment, the window you are looking out of has smudges or the steak comes back medium instead of medium rare or the group at a table across the room is a bit too loud and they are disrupting the peace of the evening, you may leave and say, “That was a big disappointment.”
Undoubtedly, objectively, that time and that meal was much better than the meal at the sidewalk café, but your expectations made the difference in your experience. When we become disciples of Jesus Christ, we rightly have incredible expectations for what our life is going to be like. God provides us, in His Word, some right expectations He calls us hold onto, to gaze upon, and grasp each and every day of our lives. Right expectations are used by God to push us forward in faith and to keep hope alive in times of discouragement. But, there are some wrong expectations we can place upon God.

Wrong expectations are used by Satan to rob us of our joy. Believers, in placing wrong, selfish, and self-centered expectations upon God, such expectations can cause us to become disillusioned with Him, His church, and the Christian faith as a whole. To be sure, God is the Great Promise Giver and no one makes promises like God makes toward His people. We have great expectations and God is the Great Truth Teller. He never makes one promise He does not fulfill. That is not true of the promises sin and Satan give to us. They make grandiose, self-centered promises to us, but they never fulfill them. 

If we find ourselves disappointed with God, it is because our thoughts and our heart are not aligned with God and some how we have missed what God has said for us to expect from Him so we are not delighting in the promises He has given to us and which we are demanding of Him to replace Him from His throne and put us on it instead. 

The Gospel of Jesus relates we are right to posses wildly great expectations about the life which is lived in Him and  what future joy is ours. But, it is important to be clear, what can we expect and what should we expect as we read God’s Word? God is clear regarding the joy He offers us and He is faithful and absolutely perfect in delivering  every one of His promises to completion. Not one promise is ever given which is not fulfilled and which has not come to pass. 

In our text, 1 Samuel 2 and 3, David helps us to consider the great expectations we can rightly have in Christ our Savior. We will consider three expectations and I believe these expectations surround not only these chapters and the details in them, but they surround the whole of the life of David. The first great expectation is that of a Kingdom God has for us and the joys associated with a Kingdom. The second great expectation is we are right to have great expectations of conflict while we are living in this dark world. Finally, we will discover the great expectations of victory; God is the ultimate Victor and Winner.
In considering the great expectation of a Kingdom, we read,


1 After this David inquired of the Lord, “Shall I go up into any of the cities of Judah?” And the Lord said 
to him, “Go up.”
“After this”, is important, but what is it? It is after Saul dies. Saul’s story ends in 1 Samuel 31. In there, we read about how Saul dies in the battlefield and how David hears about it in 2 Samuel 1. David writes a lament as he mourns over the death of King Saul. What is significant about this is, God, ten years earlier had given David a promise in 1 Samuel 16,

 1 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from being king 
over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go. I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 
myself a king among his sons.” 2 And Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.” And the 
Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 And invite Jesse to the 
sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do. And you shall anoint for me him whom I declare to you.” 

4 Samuel did what the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him 
trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the 
Lord. Consecrate yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he consecrated Jesse and his sons and 
invited them to the sacrifice.

6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord's anointed is before him.” 7 But the 
Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected 
him. For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the 
heart.”
Samuel goes through each one of Jesse’s sons and finally Samuel says, “Are not there anymore sons?” Jesse replies, “There is one in the shepherd’s field.” “Call him in.” When David is brought in, 


12b And the Lord said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed 
him in the midst of his brothers.
This is the reason why the first two words of 2 Samuel 1 are so important. What are we to expect David to be thinking now that he has completed his mourning over the death of King Saul? He has waited for ten years for the fulfillment of the promise and expectation of a rule and reign for which God had chosen him to possess, a kingdom. After this, there is clearly a time of transition of one authority to another, but notice how David has learned to be humble and not to make assumptions in reference to the Lord’s plan. It does not say, “After this David went up to Hebron to take his rightful place as the next king.” No, Scripture tells us, “David inquired of the Lord.”  
[image: image1.jpg]



David is living in Ziklag because he got discouraged and said to himself, “There is no better place for me to live than with the Philistines.”
 David is taking counsel from  his own heart. He goes to Ziklag and things do not go well for him spiritually; he writes no psalms while living there because he is living in the world as a person of the world. David hears the word of Saul’s dying and he says,


1b And the Lord said to him, “Go up.” David said, “To which shall I go up?” And he said, “To Hebron.”
Up is in reference to altitude. Hebron is in the mountains and Ziklag is in the coastal plain. Hebron is a strategic city because it is the main route between northern Israel and Jerusalem. It is strategic militarily and economically because there are trade routes which go through Hebron.
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Hebron is a beautiful place in the midst of a tough land. It has twenty-five nature springs which supply plenty of water. This is where David is to go and establish his kingdom,


2 So David went up there, and his two wives also, Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail the widow of Nabal of 
Carmel. 3 And David brought up his men who were with him, everyone with his household, and they lived in 
the towns of Hebron. 4 And the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the house of 
Judah.
Is it time for David to realize the promise of a kingdom? Yes and No. The promise was not for David to be merely king over one of the twelve tribes, but that is all David is king over in our text and it is all David will be king over for the next seven and one-half years. Yes, it is time to be king over the House of Judah, but, no, there are parts of the kingdom which are not to be enjoyed just yet. God still had those for him, which was His promise for David to be king over Israel. Yes, David had some rule, but, no, not yet is there complete rule.
David’s years in Hebron are years of both enjoying the kingdom, as it was given to him by God, but also patiently waiting for God to completely all the promises regarding the kingdom. He is trusting in God and in God’s Word and promises. He is doing what he writes about in Psalm 27,


13 I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living! 14 Wait for the Lord;

be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!
David is reluctant to take that which God has not given to him. He is saying, “Lord, if I am going to be king, it is because You gave it to me. I will wait upon You.” God replied, “Here is part of the kingdom for now, but you must wait for the rest.” David is fine with that. What a great message and principle for life that is for us. David refused to grab hold of that which God had promised him until the Lord gave it from His hand. He is content to wait upon God for God’s timing.

These events in David’s life are written for our benefit, as all Scripture is. What do we receive from them. Let me paint a picture of the entire message of the Gospel. God is working through David’s line to bring about a Messiah into this world, who would rescue this world and deliver us from sin, and establish a lasting Kingdom. His Kingdom will be a Kingdom of righteousness and truth, of peace, of worship of the one true and living God, of prosperity, and of joy. 

In 2 Samuel 7, God makes a covenant with David. It is impossible to overstate the importance of 2 Samuel 7 to the story of the account of God’s working in His world in Old Testament times, through the New Testament, through Revelation, and into the future until the day when Jesus returns, and we read what God promises to David,


12 “When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, 
who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I 
will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.”
David will die, but God’s plan for him is not through when he dies. This will be a Kingdom which will have no end. So significant is this covenant with David, God chooses to begin the New Testament in reference to it. Matthew 1 begins with the genealogy and the very first words God has ordained to be written in the New Testament, the account of the coming Messiah, are these words,


1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David…

referencing back to 2 Samuel 7. God did not want the teenager, Mary, to miss the significance of this child who was to grow inside of her womb. God sent an angel to be a messenger to her. In Luke 1, we read,


30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you 
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
Mary was a devote, godly young  woman. She had read Scripture and 2 Samuel 7. When the angel announced this she understood what it meant; this child, this son, she was going to conceive and bear would be the fulfillment of God’s covenant for a King, a Kingdom, a rule, and a reign. The hope of the Messiah, the Savior, and the Deliverer is located in the House of David. This theme of God’s Kingdom secured through greater son of David, Jesus, will be prominent throughout the rest of God’s Word. This theme of God’s Kingdom and of the coming King is so central to God’s message, Jesus Himself, when the King arrives, He defines His message by it. 
When Jesus begins His earthly ministry, in Matthew 4, this is what is described of Him,


23 And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom…

His message was of a Kingdom which would be established. Mark 1 tells us these are Jesus’ very words in His sermons regarding the Gospel of the Kingdom,

14 …Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
Jesus goes on to say, at the end of His ministry, in Matthew 24,

14 “And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations…”
This is why we have Mission’s Week. There is a Kingdom and it is not a little kingdom located in a small corner of this planet, but it is a Kingdom which begins as a mustard seed, small and insignificant in a place called Bethlehem, and it explodes upon the world’s scene and conquers all. Through Jesus, God’s Kingdom is promised to us and fulfilled to us. His followers are called to repent and believe in Him so we might enter into that Kingdom and enjoy the blessings of that Kingdom.

Am I saying, as in the Gospel, we, like David should expect to receive the Kingdom? That is what David is expecting and that is what he is asking about. Should we expect to receive a kingdom like David received a kingdom? The answer is, “Yes!” Listen to Jesus’ words in Luke 12,

29 “And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30 For all the nations of the 
world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 Instead, seek his kingdom, and 
these things will be added to you.

32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”

Notice the tenderness in Christ’s voice. The logic is it is the Father’s good pleasure to give us the Kingdom. If so, will He not take care of you with things like food and clothes? Can we not trust Him for that if He is giving us the Kingdom.

When does He give us the Kingdom? That is the question David is going to ask. King Saul has died and David wonders is now is the time. The answer is, “Yes,” but remember, also, the answer is, “No.” 
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On this map, the yellow defines the kingdom David will occupy for seven and one-half years. The purple identifies the rest of the kingdom promised, which Ish-bosheth is going to occupy. David rules one Tribe and the rest are ruled by Ish-bosheth. Yes, the kingdom is now and, no, the kingdom is not now. 
Theologians, thinking about the Kingdom of God which is offered to us, use a phrase, “Already and not yet.” There are aspects of this kingdom which are already are ours now and are to be enjoyed by us as believers, which we are to focus upon, advance, and receive. But, there are aspects of the Kingdom which are not yet. “Not yet” does not mean, “not real”. Not yet just means it is not right now, but it is going to be. Just as surely as the benefits of the kingdom we are experiencing now, that is how sure it is we will experience the ultimate benefit of the Kingdom then.

What parts of the Kingdom do we already enjoy and are ready to advance? First, and this is central, the part of the Kingdom we enjoy right now is God’s presence in our communion with Him. The relationship broken with the Living God, the God who created us, to know Him and to enjoy Him, has been reconciled in Christ. We can enjoy God each and every day. That is Kingdom living.

Another aspect is our sins have been removed as far as the east is from the west. Our sins are completely forgiven so is never a time a believer needs to fear being condemned by God for the sins we have committed. They have been taken from our lives and have been paid in full by Jesus Christ.

The part of the Kingdom we enjoy right now is we are free from the enslavement of sin. Before, when we were living in the kingdom of darkness, there was an oppression and oppressive force sin had upon us and it seemed as though we did not have a will because it was so strong and so oppressive over us. But, in Christ, that oppression, that power sin had over us, is gone and it is liberated from us so we do not have to say, “I do not have a choice. I know I am making bad decisions, but I don’t have any other real options.” Know we have been liberated for righteousness so we can live a different kind of life, have a different kind of family, and have a different kind of vision for who we are and what we are about in this world. 

The part of the Kingdom we already have is the peace of God which surpasses all understanding and guard and protects our heart as we communion with the Living God.

The part of the Kingdom that is already is the joy of God in our lives. It is a joy which surpasses human trials and suffering. It is the love of God which is established in our relationships, marriages, our children, with brothers and sisters, and with others in the Kingdom of God with us. There is a love which comes from above. It is shed broadly by the Holy Spirit and it works in the people who enter the Kingdom and receive daily the benefits of the Kingdom.

We have inherited Heaven itself. That is already secure. We have been given the deposit and down payment of the Holy Spirit who abides in us. There is nothing more to be done to secure it. We have God’s Spirit living inside of us, guiding us, empowering us, helping us, and comforting us. We have a new heart and change which happens from the inside so we are new creatures with a heart who enjoys God more than anything else and who delights in His righteousness.

A  part of the new Kingdom is God has given us a life of purposeful work. He set us aside to do something meaningful with these temporal lives of our so we do not have to feel like all we are is dust in the wind. No, we are not dust in the wind because of who we are, but because we are in the Kingdom and we have a purpose. We are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus to do good works which God has established before hand. Our temporal lives matter. All of these things are “already”.

What are the “not yets”? What are the things we should not expect to happen right now, but what we should expect to happen some day? What are the things which are real but which are yet future? 
We are not yet free from temptations, the pull of sin and the attraction we have to it. We are not free from broken relationships and the sins of others and the hurt those sins bring to us. We are not free from physical disease and physical death. These are not some things God promises us in this world. He promises them in the next when there will be a day when the Kingdom of God breaks forth. When Jesus comes again there will be no more sickness and no  more death. There will be no more crying or brokenness or relationships which become twisted and corrupted so people who used to love each other do not love each other any more. There will be no more emotional heartache. 

We are not yet completely transformed into the image of Jesus, but one day we will be when we see Him. We are not free from the conflict and struggle against God’s enemies: against Satan, this present world’s system, and against our own flesh. We are not free from the forces of discouragement and depression which pulls us downward; they are still there. We are free from being driven underneath them, which is the power of Christ, but we are not free from their assault. We are not free from financial threats and dangers. There is not yet peace on earth, is there? One day, there will be when Jesus comes. That is the day when He will establish His earthly Kingdom and all kings of all the earth will bow at His feet and there will be peace. At that point, people will turn their spears into pruning hooks. They will take their weapons of war and make them into farming equipment.
 We are not free from earth’s natural disasters – hurricanes and catastrophes. 
Some may have a Christmas tradition, as you gather together, and on Christmas eve you open a present. This is awesome, but what do the children want to do once they have opened one present, “How about one more?” “No, this is it.” Why would a parent do that? We know there will be double joy on the day it is appropriate to open the presents. We get to experience some of Christmas on Christmas eve, but then the fullness will break forth. That is the way it is for the believer. We live in such great times in which there are all these things; we live in the days since Jesus came, lived a perfect life, died upon the cross, rose on the third day, promised His coming, ascended into Heaven, sent His Holy Spirit to earth, and created His church. What days these are, but what awesome days are yet ahead? 

This is just like opening up the little present like socks, but what days are ahead of us! It is vital we hold onto the great expectations of the Kingdom and seek after Him. This is why Jesus says, in Mathew 6, as we get up in the morning,


33 “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”
This is the Kingdom now and the Kingdom which is to come.

The second great expectation is the expectation of conflict. David inherited a kingdom and we would expect him to say, “I am a king. I get to sit on my throne and eat grapes all day.” That is not how it turns out for David or for us. What happens, immediately, when David takes over the throne? Civil war breaks out, Verse 8, “But Abner…” These are ominous words. There is the joyful picture of David being anointed and giving a blessing to the people of Jabesh-gilead. 
Abner is all about Abner. First, he believes he is going to profit most if he advances the House of Saul. He takes Ish-bosheth, a weak son of Saul, and props him up as king. Abner is the power behind the throne. Later he will decide that did not work well and he goes back to David. I believe he does this for selfish reasons; he is looking out for Abner and not God’s purposes. This is what David is all about and why he opens up and asks, “Lord, what do you want me to do? I will wait on you.” David did not want to be about David anymore because it was miserable. 
Ish-bosheth begins a reign over the other Tribes of Israel. They go to Mahanaim, which is across the Jordan River.
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This is where Saul’s camp is. Hebron is where David and his capital will be. Ish-bosheth and Abner move to Gibeon. David and his men move up to Gibeon. At the pool, they will choose twelve young men from the House of David and twelve young men from the House of Saul and have a representative battle.
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This is Gibeon and this pool has been discovered. It is believed this is the pool around which twenty-four men stood before they entered battle. This battle became much more violent than anyone thought it would be. While there was bloodshed on both sides, the House of Saul was the one who took it on the chin. Abner then flees with his men,


17 And the battle was very fierce that day. And Abner and the men of Israel were beaten before the servants of 
David.
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The three sons of Zeruiah were there, Joab, Abishai, and Asahel. Zeruiah was David’s sister and these were his nephews. Asahel was fast but not that good at hand-to-hand combat. He will loose his life because he refuses to divert from chasing after Abner,

24 But Joab and Abishai pursued Abner. And as the sun was going down they came to the hill of Ammah, 
which lies before Giah on the way to the wilderness of Gibeon. 25 And the people of Benjamin gathered 
themselves together behind Abner and became one group and took their stand on 
the top of a hill. 26 Then 
Abner called to Joab, “Shall the sword devour forever? Do you not know that the end will be bitter? How 
long will it be before you tell your people to turn from the pursuit of their brothers?”
It has been a horrible, bloody day, particularly for Abner and the House of Saul. This is not an Israelite killing a Philistine, but this is an Israelite fighting against their brothers. These are their brothers and this has never happened before. Abner makes an appeal for peace,


27 And Joab said, “As God lives, if you had not spoken, surely the men would not have given up the pursuit of 
their brothers until the morning.”
This statement can be taken several different ways. First, it can be taken as it is translated, meaning, “I am glad you spoke, otherwise we would have continued fighting. We will stop because you asked for peace.” But, this may be more the meaning with Joab saying, “I believe if you had not spoken those words around the pool of Gibeon, ‘Let’s fight,’ none of this would have happened. Brother would not have killed brother. Now you are appealing for peace. This would not have happened if you would not have wanted war.” 

As we apply this message, this kingdom advance, to our own  personal lives, I believe it is important for us to understand the House of Saul, the house of rebellion, the house of sin, seeks to establish a kingdom after it has lost the kingdom. David is the rightful heir and we are the rightful heirs to God’s Kingdom through Jesus Christ. We have entered into citizenship with Him, but there is another kingdom, a usurper, an illegitimate authority, who seeks to invade and take over and engage in conflict. We are a people of peace and we do not want war. How we long for the day when we do not have to fight against sin and Satan, but right now we live in this time. God tells us there will be conflict and we should expect it.

Here are a few quick principles regarding spiritual conflict. First, it is important for us, in the midst of spiritual conflict, to always begin by inquiring of the Lord. David tried self-rule earlier and self-rule nearly ruined him,


1 Samuel 27:1 Then David said in his heart, “Now I shall perish one day by the hand of Saul. There is nothing 
better for me than that I should escape to the land of the Philistines.”
Self-rule will nearly ruin us. Now David is inquiring of the Lord. Which defines your life today? Are you listening to your own heart or are you inquiring of the Lord? We are fallen rebels and it is not in us to successfully direct our own lives. Jeremiah 10 says,

23 I know, O Lord, that the way of man is not in himself, that it is not in man who walks to direct his steps.
Where are we in relationship to following the direction of the Lord and inquiring of Him? 

The second idea about spiritual conflict is: We can expect strong opposition to the true King’s rule in our life. The battle was fierce for David for seven and one-half years. We can expect conflict because there are usurpers to God’s rule which God allows to remain in this world at the present time. These usurpers are Satan, the world, and the flesh. God says of Satan, “Be sober minded and be watchful because you have an adversary, the Devil, who prowls like a roaring lion to devour you.”
 Of this world, He says, “Do not let the world squeeze you into its mold.”
 Of our own flesh, He says, “The desires of our flesh war against the desires of the Spirit. The desires of the Holy Spirit war against the desires of the flesh. These are opposed to each other to keep you from doing the things you, as a spiritual man or a spiritual woman want to do.”
 We must expect conflict. We cannot be disillusioned by it and not expect it to be so hard. It will be hard and impossible under our own strength.

Third, we must fight if we would win the battle,


2 Samuel 3:1 There was a long war between the house of Saul and the house of David.
It was not enough to say, “Okay, Lord, if you are going to give to me the kingdom, eventually you will give it to me.” No, David waited upon the Lord and he inquired upon the Lord, and the Lord said, “Now go and fight for that which I have given to you. Do not let the enemy invade and take territory that is not rightfully theirs.” 

In Matthew 11, these are Jesus’ words and they typify the Christian life,


12 “From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence,[d] and the violent 
take it by force.”

What is Jesus saying? If we want to enjoy the Kingdom which already is, which is not yet, but will be, what must we do? We must become violent and take it by force. We must engage the weapons God has given to us, the Word of God, prayer, and spiritual weapons, and fight against Satan and the squeeze of this world and our own flesh. Only the violent will take it by force. We must be ready to battle and battle it out everyday. Paul tells us to “fight the good fight of faith” in 1 Timothy 6:12.
Forth, success in this conflict is measured by Christ’s life growing stronger and sin’s hold growing weaker and weaker,


2 Samuel 3:1 There was a long war between the house of Saul and the house of David. And David grew stronger 
and stronger, while the house of Saul became weaker and weaker.
Friends, we do not need to fear we are on the loosing side. You have One who will help to win the battle, but as you measure, “How am I doing in this fight and in this struggle? I want to measure it not by the absence of these enemies pressing against me, but by the measure of whether Christ’s life in me is growing stronger and stronger each day. That is what is to be the normal of the Christian life. Sin’s hold should be growing weaker and weaker.”

Fifth, remember the day of complete victory is coming and God will give it to us. This leads us to our last point: The great expectation of a future victory. As we fight, we fight with the idea the battle is already been won and is finished. Satan is a defeated foe. Sin is a defeated foe. Death is a defeated foe. Christ fought on Calvary. He won and He rose again. Praise God we have a risen King.

Today is a coronation day. It is time to anoint a king. Jesus avails Himself to be our King. David, when he became king over Israel, did not force his rule upon the citizens. He waited for the House of Judah and, ultimately, for the House of all of Israel to say, “We want you to be our king.” When Jesus the King comes into an individuals life, He does not force Himself, “I know you do not want me, but here I am and I am here to rule over you.” No, Revelation describes Jesus as standing at the door and knocking. If anyone hears His voice and opens the door He will come in. He will not blast the door of your heart open by force of threat or power, but it will be by force of grace.
Who is your King? What Kingdom is yours? There is a world of difference between a person who is living in the kingdom of the world and who is still a citizen of the kingdom of this world. They are shut out of all of the blessings of the Kingdom of God’s dear Son. How tragic that is because that kingdom is like the kingdom of Saul. It is a dying kingdom and it has been taken away. Its defeat is already secured and there is no future there. There is only loss, sadness, heartache, and death. No one need ever die with that kingdom.

What kingdom is your kingdom? Jesus Christ says, “If you want me as your King, then I require you come to me, believe in me, and submit to me as your King. You cannot be a rebel in my Kingdom. You have to submit and say, ‘Lord, I know you are Lord. You are my Savior. You are my God.’”

Have you ever submitted to the Lord Jesus as your king? If you have, there is still something for us to do to enjoy the Kingdom. Seek after Him as you yield to your King everyday and say, “King, what would you have me to do as a servant in your Kingdom? I want to enjoy your Kingdom today. I will do everything I can this day to seek after your Kingdom and your righteousness because I love you as my King.” Would that not be your commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ today?
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