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Following the (Presidential) election my soul was disappointed and I became more concerned for our country. For some of you, that undoubtedly is not your experience and some of you, perhaps, were very thankful for the outcome of the election. But, this created a great concern in my soul. I have been thinking, “What do I do with my concern for my nation as a Christian?” I decided to take some time out, because I do not believe I am alone in that question, and I wanted us to consider that together. The passage we will consider is our text.

We also acknowledge in this wonderful church building God has given to us not everyone is a citizen of the United States and we are thankful for all citizens of countries such as China, Africa, Asia, India, and other European countries. We believe today, while some of our applications appeal directly to our country, I trust this will be an encouragement to your soul, as well, as we consider our citizenship. Is it not wonderful we share a citizenship, regardless of what citizenship we have in this world, in Heaven.

Straining Toward the Goal

 3:17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have 
in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the 
cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds 
set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to 
subject all things to himself.

 4:1Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my 
beloved.

In 1908, a fourteen year old boy named Ardor, lived in Macedonia, near a city of the biblical name of Thessalonica. This boy dreamed of a land of opportunity and freedom. He heard about a country where he could pursue his dreams. His four older brothers scrimpted and saved to purchase a boat ticket so he could join them in the United Stated. As a fourteen year old boy, he boarded a boat, all by himself, and he began sailing on the open seas until he arrived, all alone, at Ellis Island. There, through the mass of people he was met by one older brother, a familiar face. 

At fourteen years of age, he did not go to school. He began working for the railroad laying tracks. He taught himself  how to speak English, how to read, and how to write. At twenty-one he received a letter from his parents, after some six or seven years being in this great land, saying, “Son, we have your wife for you. Come back home.” At twenty-one he got on a boat again and sailed back home. There he married his bride.

He stayed in Macedonia for one more year until he earned enough money to come back to the United States, but he did not have enough money to bring his now pregnant wife with him. Upon arriving, he began working again and saving until two years later had enough money to bring his wife and two-year old daughter to his new home. He eventually work hard and long enough to buy a grocery store and a butcher business. God would bless him as he raised four daughters and one son. 

He became a super-patriot. He loved this country. He would say to his youngest son, “Sonny, this is the greatest country on earth.” His son would later say this rugged, tough man would be seen by him twice in his life with tears in his eyes. Once, when this man’s wife died. The second was when his son volunteered to join the United States Army during the Viet Nam war years. This man was willing to sacrifice whatever was necessary for the good of the country. 

I tell you this story for two reasons. First, it is the story of my wife’s grandpa, her dad’s dad who came over here on a boat at fourteen years of age. Can you image that? I cannot imagine sending my fifteen year old on a boat clear across the ocean, all by himself, but that was the story.

Secondly, I tell you this story because this account is the story of many of your grandparents and many of your great-grandparents. It is an extraordinary story, and yet, it is quite common for people living in this country. This story causes me to reflect upon what made our country so attractive for so many years. Our country has been dearly loved by people like Kimberly’s grandpa for one main reason: freedom and opportunity. 

Ours has been a sweet land of liberty. In the past I have joyfully sung, and continue to do so, “Our father’s God to thee, Author of liberty, to Thee we sing. Long may our land be bright with freedom’s holy light. Protect us by Thy might, great God our King.”
 
Liberty from the Lord has been a part of our national story. Our nation has acknowledge God is sovereign and government is not sovereign. Because of this conviction, our nation was founded with a view to acknowledge and, indeed, defend the individual rights of her citizens, individual rights not granted by government but granted by God, which are honored, though by the government. 

Our constitution was written with a view to the danger of government in abusing its power through denying basic human freedoms. The constitution then sets specific limits on government and celebrates the specific freedoms of speech, religious expression, equal treatment under law, and economic enterprise, just to mention a few freedoms. We know God, not the rugged individualism, deserves all the praise for lavishing blessings upon our nation. We give thanks to Him, especially at Thanksgiving time, for His kindness He so richly He bestowed. Our prosperity comes from God’s sovereign grace shed upon us. Let us always remember He is the One who gives good gifts.

No kingdom survives, let alone thrives, apart from God’s smile,


Job 12:23 He makes nations great, and he destroys them; he enlarges nations, and leads them away.
In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul would reiterate this very truth to the Athenians, 

Acts 17:26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 
determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place…
Then, the psalmist reminds us God reigns over the nations. He is the One who sits on His Holy Throne. It is not human men and women, but it is the Lord who reigns over the nations. 

Solomon instructs us, in Proverbs 14,


34 Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.
I know we have not been free of national sin. The sin of slavery still stings our national identity. I do not even argue we were founded as an evangelical Christian nation, yet we have clearly revered God and God’s Word, the Bible, throughout our history. God, indeed, has shed His grace upon us. 

What an extraordinary and unique experiment America has been. Rarely in the history of mankind has any human government so smiled upon Christian principles of freedom. Since our nation’s founding in 1776, a Christian has seldom had to chose between his or her allegiance toward God and his or her allegiance toward our country. That is unusual in the history of mankind. It is rare in the history of the church, yet, here, in America, these two allegiances have been in harmony. Yet, today, those very freedoms which have been so richly enjoyed, are indeed under assault. Our national willingness to acknowledge God and the Bible is disappearing.

I recognize the election of 2012 did not create this erosion of liberty. It did not create this erosion of righteousness, so much as it shed a spotlight upon it. The changes of our country which move us away from freedom and righteousness have been, indeed, building for decades. 
I also recognize neither party can be depended upon to bring God’s salvation. That is the church of Jesus’ responsibility; to proclaim the Gospel. 

For instance, in this past election, neither candidate called our nation to prayer. Neither candidate called upon our nation to depend upon God and to repent of our sins. Drastic internal changes began in the 1960’s. In 1964, Bob Dylan prophetically observed these changes in a song. He wrote, 


There's a battle outside

And it is ragin'

It'll soon shake your windows

And rattle your walls

For the times they are a-changin'…


The line it is drawn

The curse it is cast

The slow one now

Will later be fast

As the present now


Will later be past

The order is

Rapidly fadin'

And the first one now

Will later be last

For the times they are a-changin'.

He is prophetic in this, for the times, they are a-changin. How I wish the times were changing toward God and toward righteousness, rather than away from Him. Francis Shafer saw those same sorrowful changes coming on the horizon in the 1970’s and he had a prophetic ministry as he observed cultural change and saw what that meant for the spiritual heart and soul of America. Francis Shafer said, “One day, America, as we know it will be over.” The pastor of Moody Church, Erwin Lutzer, recently commented with conviction upon Francis Schafer’s prophetic words. He said, “It is over!” With sorrow in my heart, I believe he is right.
This does not mean we throw in the towel in our fight for freedom, righteousness, and truth. This does not mean we will never again return to the days of revering God and His Word. God can bring spiritual revival and I pray for that and I work for that. But, I believe it does mean we must come to grips with the new reality similar to that which the majority of Christians throughout history, all over the world, has had to face: we live in a world hostile toward God and His people. There is a clash of world view so great our dear country may soon ask us to chose more and more between God and government.

It is hard for me to think that, let alone say it, but I believe it is the truth. Why do I say this? The answer would require a whole sermon series. I wish I had the time to define the problem better, but let me identify five major shifts in American culture which now represent a majority, at least by the virtue of government officials.

First, we are experiencing a full-throttled pursuit of abortion. Abortion is a means to personal autonomy and to personal happiness. It is not longer even stated that abortion should be rare, but rather it is celebrated as a right of the killing of innocent babies. 

Second, an embrace of sexual deviance. This is of every kind, whether it be homosexuality, fornication, or adultery. Every form of sexual deviance is considered a noble good.
Third, a rejection of fundamental religious freedom for individuals to live life to the glory of God seven days a week. Religious liberties are daily assaulted in the name of tolerance and love. 

Fourth, a skepticism and near-rejection of the Nation of Israel as a national friend. I believe that has incredible spiritually profound effect upon any nation.

Fifth, an active feeding of resentment and hostility by the poor against the rich and by the rich against the poor.

I wish I had time to discuss each one at length, but these are changes I believe which invite God’s displeasure and, indeed, even judgment upon us. Let me illustrate with one story which captures two of these concerns. 

This past October, a woman working in Washington D C, Angela McCaskill
, simply signed a petition to place the issue of the definition of marriage on the voter’s ballot. She is an administrator at Gallaudet University. For violating the “Creed of Tolerance” the university suspended her from her job for signing this petition. One university employee who supported her suspension said, “She should be suspended because we are a very open and tolerant university.” You cannot make this stuff up! She should be suspended for exercising a constitutionally protected right of simply signing a petition to put something on a ballot because Gallaudet University is a “tolerant” university. Such is the intolerance of tolerance in our age. 
In these changing times, the questions about which I wish to spend a majority of time thinking is: How is a Christian to think? How is a Christian to act? What are we to do? I am only going to share one part of the answer to those big questions. That part of the answer is found in our text. We will look at four real-world perspectives from a citizen of Heaven. 
What perspectives shape the way we think, live, act, and behave as a result of being citizens of Heaven? Our text tells us,


3:17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have 
in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the 
cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame (This simply 
means not only are they practicing sin, but they are promoting sin as a good and glorious thing. Their glory is 
in their shame.), with minds set on earthly things. 20 But, (and here is the great contrast) our citizenship is in 
heaven, and from it (the perspective of our citizenship in Heaven) we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body (resurrected, immortal, and eternal), by the 
power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.


 4:1Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord…

That is the message! 

The first perspective to consider is: We are foreigners in this present world. Our citizenship is in Heaven. The chief idea the Apostle Paul is driving at is humanity is divided into two parts. There are the people who are of this present world, who live for this present world, and the things in this present world. Then there are people who are of Heaven who live for eternity and for the glory of God. This is the great dividing line between all of humanity.

We need to understand all of us begin in the first category. We all begin as people of this world, living for the things of this world. But, by God’s grace and through the Gospel some of use are transferred from citizenship in the kingdom of this world, for this is where our loyalties, our values, and our life lies, and we are transferred into the Kingdom of the Son whom God loves. This is all by grace and not by any of our doing. It is all of God’s doing through the saving work of Jesus. 

Some who claim to be followers of Christ are still confused as to their identity,


18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of 
Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on 
earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven…
Paul is talking about people in the church who live as enemies of the cross of Christ. We can see the tears streaming down Paul’s face as he thinks about these precious ones. Whatever they ache for, physically long for, for desire to do in their natural, fleshly heart and soul is what they do. They are following their own appetites and desires rather than following God and they glory in things which should cause us to hide our faces. 

The change of citizenship is not a paper distinction, it is a real-life distinction. It impacts everything about us and everything in our world. We live according to a different set of laws and values. We hold as precious a different kind of treasure. We serve a different King. We have rights and privileges which are extended to us as children of the Living God. Our society and our fellowship is with the Triune God and with Jesus’ church. We have crucified the flesh with its affections and its lust and we know these earthy bodies of our must perish and pass away, but when they do we are confident God will raise us up from the dead and provide us with a new, immortal body to live with Him and enjoy Him forever as ever.

As citizens of Heaven the early Christians were often forced to chose between Christ and their human government. That was a choice they had to make and to this very day, again, throughout human history it is a choice Christians have to make. That is the reason why this is not just a paper citizenship, “Oh, that is nice. We are citizens of Heaven.” No, it has profound impact upon our thinking, our behavior, and our commitments. 

Many were imprisoned. Many were abused. Many were impoverished. Many even suffered death. The early Christian’s personal freedoms were seldom honored by human government, creating conditions of gross ill-treatment. Yet, here, Paul reminds these Philippian believers although they have been marginalized by society and the government under which they submit and live, they are not people without a country. They have a better country. 

God has created us to be a distinct group in Christ. Our citizenship is in Heaven and from it we await a Savior the Lord Jesus Christ. Let me focus upon the word “Savior” because I came to think about something as I studied this passage which I had not thought of before in the text: “…from it we await a Savior.” Usually, when we consider that term “Savior” as a title for Christ we think of His atoning work upon the cross and what a precious thought and truth that is. Do you know Jesus Christ as your Savior, as the One who redeemed you from your sins, who extends forgiveness to you because of the blood He shed upon the cross? This is the first issue we must deal with in our relationship with Jesus.
But, the word “Savior” means more than a reference to His atoning work. One commentator writes, “In Hellenistic and Roman society, the ruler was frequently called ‘savior’.” The king was given the title “savior”. “This term was especially common for Roman emperors. One Greek historian, Plutarch, says the Greeks used this designation ‘savior’ for the ruler because of his accomplishments. He was such a great ruler he was considered now a ‘savior’.” There is an inscription archeologists had dug up from Ephesus, dated around 48 AD, about the time this letter was written and around the same place this letter was written. The inscription reads of Julius Caesar as a “visible god and political savior of human life”. Another inscription found in Egypt calls Emperor Nero “savior and benefactor of the world”. 

Paul takes this term, which certainly has a salvific, atoning sense to it, but I believe there is something more to it as well. He is talking about Jesus, the Lord, the King, as our Savior, the One who is in control of everything and who rescues us from the mess of this world. Are we not looking for a Ruler to do just that? We have One.

The principle we learn is, as a Christian, our first allegiance is always to Christ. The Jewish leaders, at the crucifixion of Jesus, cried out to Pontius Pilot, “We have no king but Caesar!” Our cry is quite different from that, is it not? We cry out, “We have no King but Jesus. He is the King of kings and the Lord of lords. We worship Him alone.” 

The early Christians were often killed because they refused to bow their knee to Caesar and simply say the words, “Kurios Caesar!”, “Caesar is lord”. That is all they had to say and they could go and live their life in peace. They did not have to mean it, they just had to say it. But, they said, “No, we would rather die first because it is a denial of Jesus as our King.” 

All human kings and governments derive their power from the one King and the one Lord. When Peter writes this first letter to persecuted Christians he calls them “elect exiles”. He reminds believers when they came to Christ their relationship with the world changed and they became foreigners. Prior to Christ we are at home in this world, but now our identity in Christ makes us foreigners in this place. 

When we studied that passage, as we went through the letter of 1Peter, we recognized there were two words in the Greek language for the word “foreigner” or “exile”. One Greek word identifies foreigners who are living in country and who have obtained a legal right to set up residence, build homes, and establish shops.
 The other Greek word identifies foreigners who are only on a temporary visa, simply passing through the country, doing a little bit of business, but never setting down any deep stakes.
 They are staying long enough to unload cargo or finish some business. 

Guess which word Peter used to describe us as foreigners? He used the second Greek word, Paroikos, the words which describes foreigners, not as foreigners who have a residential visa, build a home, and stay for awhile, but people who are simply passing through. The principle God wants us to understand is living as foreigners in this world is absolutely necessary. Christians are people who are called to live in the world who never fit into this world, but rather they are to live as aliens.

We are pilgrims and when I see our nation becoming more and more like the kingdom of this world and less and less like the Kingdom of God, I should not despair. I should be ready for it. Am I saddened by this change, “Yes”, but I am not despairing for God calls me to be a foreigner here. That has never changed. He called me to be a foreigner when I was a little boy at five years of age, when I first came to know Him, and my citizenship is in heaven.
The second perspective to be drawn is: We care deeply about this world and the people in it. Just because we are citizens of Heaven does not mean we become detached from this earth and its problems. God has placed us here with a specific purpose and part of that purpose is to have an earthly, good effect. God loves the people of this world and He calls us to love them as well. We rightly have an interest in such people and in the events of God’s good creation. 

We are not dualists, which is to say we believe there is spirit and there is material world and the spirit is good and the material realm is evil. No, that is not Christianity. Christianity is in the beginning the good God said, “Let there be…” and the world was created and it was good.

When we walk in this realm of the physical world, we recognize its importance. We recognize its goodness. Though it has fallen and misshapen as a result of sin, nonetheless God has called us to be in this world and to have a good affect upon it. 

Again, I mention my emotional disappointment over this last election. I mentioned how the election is a symptom of the spiritual direction our country is moving. Is it right for me to care so much about this place that I feel a certain kind of mourning over it? Is it even right to have that kind of emotion? Biblically I believe it would be wrong not to care and not have those kinds of emotions.

Remember Jesus’ response as He traveled down the steep Kidron Valley into the city of Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday. The crowds were saying, “Hosanna, blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.” It was a happy day. Yet, when Jesus sees the city and its spiritual vacuum and spiritual corruption, He weeps. Luke 19 says,

41 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 42 and said, “If you, even you, had only 
known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. 43 The days will come 
upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on 
every side. 44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave 
one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.”
Why did Jesus weep over Jerusalem? It was because the future for the people could have been so much better had they humbled themselves and turned their hearts toward God. So much human agony and pain, and destruction and grief is borne because of a spiritual turning away from God. It is right for us to care about that. It is right for us to mourn over the pain and suffering that will be for generations as a result of a nation which turns its back on God.

If we have the mind of Christ, we, too, will mourn over this world and the judgment to come upon it. We cannot be detached from it and say, “This world is going to burn so bad anyway, but God is sovereign,” and we wash our hands. That is a misapplication of spiritual truth. God is sovereign, but that is why we care all the more. It is right for us to long for Heaven’s peace and Heaven’s righteousness here. It is right to feel pain in our gut over the course of this world and its rejection of God.

Other than our words and feelings, how do we express our concern for this world? There are two actions. First, God calls us to be the very best of citizens. Beloved, we, as Christians, ought to be the very best of citizens, the nation’s most prized treasure. God gives us clear commandments to pay our taxes and obey our governing authorities. There are only two exceptions to that. One, when the government demands we do something God says not to do. That is what the Hebrew midwives had to say, “No, Pharaoh, we are not going to kill children.”
 Two, when the government calls us to not do something God commands us to do. That is what Peter and John said, “You have commanded us not to speak in Jesus’ name anymore and not to preach the Gospel. We cannot do that. We will go to prison for it.”


Acts 5:29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than men!”

But, as the nation’s best citizens, for instance, what are we to do? There are two things. First, we pray for our leaders. God has placed them there. One truth is very clear to me in 2012, God demonstrated His providential working in President Obama’s election. By all accounts, Hurricane Sandy affected the outcome of the election. Who controls the storm? Who controls the timing? God does and He established President Obama to be our president and he needs our prayers and the prayers of God’s people, for his salvation, righteousness, wisdom, and Divine guidance. Prayer for the president must not be partisan. That is something we, as believers, ought to be able to join into, and that is to pray for the president and all the leaders,

 1 Timothy 2:1 I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
everyone— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all men to be saved 
and to come to a knowledge of the truth…8 I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, 
without anger or disputing.
Secondly, not only do we pray, but as the nation’s best citizens we also prophesy to our elected leaders. We lovingly confront them with God’s truth and hold them publically accountable to Him and His righteousness when they are wrong, either in public policy or in personal life-choices. Remember, John the Baptist lost his head because he challenged one of the political rulers of his day and his illegal, illicit marriage.

God calls us to be ministers of physical mercy and spiritual blessing. Our home is Heaven and our home is a place of love. As citizens of that home we do not wait for Heaven to unleash love on others. No, we practice the love which fills Heaven and we practice it here. The principle we learn is we live the way of love while we are on the way to the place of love. James teaches us true religion cares for the widow and the orphan.
 

True religion demonstrates love in practical ways for neighbors: financial support, emotional encouragement, spiritual influence. Love is also expressed through spiritual ministry. We boldly proclaim God’s righteousness, God’s Gospel,  God’s grace, and God’s salvation. There is no other way for spiritual revival to come other than the church awakening to her spiritual responsibilities in this world to proclaim the Gospel and express Heaven’s love on earth.

The third perspective is: We labor to bring our home to this present dwelling. In other words, we strive to bring as much Heaven to earth as we possibly can. Our citizenship is in Heaven. The Apostle Paul is writing in the context of the Roman Empire. Think with me for a moment about the Roman Empire. It is a patchwork of city/states which required a commitment to a central government. If you lived in Philippi, and you were a Roman citizen, you were a citizen, first, of Rome, even if you never, ever lived in Rome. That is to say, you were to carry Rome’s rule, Rome’s value, and Rome’s life to Philippi with you so there would be a unification of the Roman Empire as citizens brought Rome to the uttermost parts of the Roman Empire.

Since we are citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven, just as Philippi is a colony of Rome, and as citizens when they lived in Philippi as Roman citizens they considered their first function to bring Rome into Philippi. So now, Paul says, we are citizens of Heaven and our responsibility is to bring Heaven to the earth. 
I walk through the neighborhood and I see a Penn State flag and a Michigan State flag in a couple of yards away from me. Why is that? We live in Illinois. Don’t they know that? Go Fighting Illini! Why is it my neighbors have a Michigan State flag planted in their lawn? Their home is Michigan and they are bringing some of their home here, into Illinois, so others might, at least, acknowledge the glory of their home. 

We have many who are from other countries living here, such as China, India, Africa, or some other country. One of the fun things is to bring some of your home here, such as in the way you dress. I love to see some of our African church members wear African dress. That is awesome and we should celebrate that. They bring some of the beauty of their culture, some of their food, and some of their customs here. Why do they do that? They want to influence others and it is an appropriate thing to influence others with your loyalty and devotion to your home.

We are citizens of Heaven and we are called, by God, to take the language of Heaven, the love of Heaven, and the righteousness of Heaven and bring it down to earth so others can see how beautiful our home is and be drawn to it. 

The fourth perspective is: We hope in Christ and the future He secures. Our hope is never in a political party or a human savior. Our hope is in Christ and in Christ alone. He secures a future for us which is joyful and beautiful. Our future can never be destroyed. Our future can never be damaged. Our future can never be stolen from us.

Jesus has procured our future for us by His death and resurrection and He preserves our future for us by His Spirit,


20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform 
our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to 
himself.
One of the core issues of the Christian life is the belief, and not just doctrinally, expectantly that we have a Savior who is going to return to this earth to establish His Kingdom on earth. We believe that and that is central to us. It was central to the early church. It is a motivating factor to prepare for His coming, to live in view of His coming, to hold things of this world and things of this life loosely because of His coming, and to life free from this world’s lust which destroys our pleasure in Him as a result of His coming.
Christians throughout the ages have always had this precious love, this eager longing, this expectation we await. The question we must ask ourselves is: Are we? Can we say this verse is true of us? When we read, “We await a Savior,” are you awaiting a Savior? Have you thought about that for days, weeks, months, maybe even years? This is intended to be the core, not just some peripheral issue. This is a core truth and a core promise. 

When He returns He is going to transform our lowly body to be like His glorious body. And, He will subject all things to Himself. That is to say, the kingdoms of this world will not forever reject God and His righteousness, they cannot, for Christ will come,


11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord 
God will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations.
That is a lovely picture. When Jesus returns righteousness and worship will sprout up in every nation. 

I love this country of ours, I do, and I believe it is a good thing to love it, but it is important, as well, to keep in mind where our citizenship truly lies. 

I close with a statement attributed variously, but often to some Christian in Africa who is facing death as a result of his faith. I do not know exactly where to attribute this, because on the Internet one can find different stories from a person living in Rwanda or some other African nation. But, this seems to be the context of this statement. It is the night before he is to be killed as a result of his faith and he is going to have to make a decision. This is what was found after he died, “I’m part of the fellowship of the unashamed, the die has been cast, I have stepped over the line, the decision has been made- I’m a disciple of Jesus Christ. I won’t look back, let up, slow down, back away or be still.

“My past is redeemed, my present makes sense, my future is secure. I’m finished and done with low living, sight walking, smooth knees, colorless dreams, tamed vision, worldly talking, cheap giving & dwarfed goals.

“My face is set, my gait is fast, my goal is heaven, my road is narrow, my way is rough, my companions are few, my guide is reliable, my mission is clear. I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice or hesitate in the presence of the adversary. I will not negotiate at the table of the enemy, ponder at the pool of popularity, or meander in the maze of mediocrity. I won’t give up, shut up, let up until I have stayed up, stored up, prayed up for the cause of Jesus Christ.

“I must go till He comes, give till I drop, preach till everyone knows, work till He stops me & when He comes for His own, He will have no trouble recognizing me because my banner will have been clear.”
May that be our convictions, beloved brothers, as citizens of Heaven.
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