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David has become king over all of Israel. He has established Jerusalem as the capital. He has thwarted the assault of the Philistines and we read,
The Ark Brought to Jerusalem

 1 David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 2 And David arose and went with all the 
people who were with him from Baale-judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the 

name of the Lord of hosts who sits enthroned on the cherubim. 3 And they carried the ark of God on a new 
cart and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. And Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of 
Abinadab, were driving the new cart, 4 with the ark of God, and Ahio went before the ark.
Uzzah and the Ark
 
 5 And David and all the house of Israel were celebrating before the Lord, with songs and lyres and harps 
and 
tambourines and castanets and cymbals. 6 And when they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah put 
out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. 7 And the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Uzzah, and God struck him down there because of his error, and he died there beside the ark 
of God. 8 And David was angry because the Lord had broken out against Uzzah. And that place is called 
Perez-uzzah to this day. 9 And David was afraid of the Lord that day, and he said, “How can the ark of the 
Lord come to me?” 10 So David was not willing to take the ark of the Lord into the city of David. But David 
took it aside to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 11 And the ark of the Lord remained in the house of 
Obed-edom the Gittite three months, and the Lord blessed Obed-edom and all his household.

 12 And it was told King David, “The Lord has blessed the household of Obed-edom and all that belongs to 
him, because of the ark of God.” So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom 
to the city of David with rejoicing. 13 And when those who bore the ark of the Lord had gone six steps, he 
sacrificed an ox and a fattened animal. 14 And David danced before the Lord with all his might. And David 
was wearing a linen ephod. 15 So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with 
shouting and with the sound of the horn.
The violent deaths of twenty first graders and seven adults at the Sandy Hook Elementary School on Friday afternoon brings heartache, grief, sympathy, and, indeed, godly indignation to us. We think of the parents particularly, do we not, I do, who woke up this Sunday morning with the bed of their six-year old son or daughter empty. There is no spirited laughter. There is no hungry tummy. There are no sweet hugs and kisses. How surreal must this morning be for those families, hoping the nightmare would end and the morning would reveal it was simply a bad dream, but it was not. This evil pressing into their joy is real, excruciatingly, undeniably real. 
I wish I could say this kind of evil is unprecedented, that this a one-of-a-kind, outrageous act. Yet, history reveals this kind of evil litters the human story line. It is the outgrowth, truly, of our rebellion against God. Even the goodness of the Christmas story we celebrate at this time of year is stained by the grief of man’s dark wickedness. 

When King Herod is told by the Wise Men they had come to worship the baby who is born “King of the Jews” he became jealous, enraged, and fearful. He decides to put to death all the male children two-years old and younger throughout the vicinity of Bethlehem. Many soldiers under his authority willingly carried out Herod’s decree. Think of this, slaughtering children, not with guns, but with swords. How many children were taken from their families that first Christmas? We do not know the number but we can imagine the grief this brutal, malicious act brought upon that little community in Judea.

When Matthew records the slaughter of the innocent children, he writes with the same emotions and feelings we are feeling today for those in Newtown, Connecticut. The Holy Spirit uses Matthew’s sorrow to lead him to meditate upon a prophesy spoken by Jeremiah,


31:15 “A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children; she 
refuses 
to be comforted for her children, because they are no more.”
Jeremiah, in his day, in the 6th Century BC, is describing the weeping of mom’s and dad’s when their children were killed or kidnapped by the Babylonians as they invaded the land. He remarked as to how their grief is inconsolable. Six hundred years later, Matthew takes this prophesy about the grief of the parents in Jeremiah’s day and he applies it to the parents of his day when Herod slaughtered the innocents. I believe we can safely apply this to our day in 2012. it is right for us to weep with loud lamentations over the loss of God’s precious little lambs. 

It is important for us to remember, however, in the midst of our sorrow and this deep lament and grief, Jeremiah and Matthew connect us to the promise of God. They connect us to God’s promise even in the face of that kind of evil and that kind of grief and that kind of distress.  They connect us to the promise that God will bring a joyful conclusion to this world and to our experience when we bind ourselves to Him. God sent a King to save us, to rescue us from our own sin and to set all the wrongs of this world right and to bring life out of death and light into the darkness, to bring hope which would overcome our despair. Jesus does just that! 

Jesus has robbed evil of its power, first, by liberating us from sin’s condemnation and corruption. None of us stands above the wickedness of this world. We do not look at incidents such as these and think ourselves somehow above such evil. Depravity and wickedness are a part of us. They are a part of each one of our natures. We must see our own heart’s depravity as we consider events such as these or we will miss God’s merciful call for us to repent in view of them.
When we view these kinds of incidents the first response God would have for us is for us to fall upon our knees and repent of our own wickedness. We must not talk about evil as though it is something foreign to our own souls. These horrific events are the cause for us to turn from our own sins and turn toward our Savior who will rescue us.

But, more than delivering us from sin’s power and punishment, the Gospel tells us Jesus will one day return and put a complete end to every kind of evil and suffering which enters into God’s good earth. He will take His rightful place upon the throne and He will judge all those who side with wrong and He will establish Kingdom, a Kingdom full of love, peace, and righteousness. What a day that will be. “Even so, Lord Jesus, come quickly,”
 we cry. 

One of the questions the events of Newtown leads us to ask is: What is wrong with this crazy world of ours? How could such evil happen in our society? As we consider our text, God gives us fresh insight, I believe, into those questions, along with others. 
What is wrong with our society is, we do not want to worship God; we reject the worship of God. We do not want to acknowledge Him, not only as individuals, but even as a nation. We want to think we can create a good, peaceful society without God at the center and we are powerful enough to overcome evil within ourselves and evil among ourselves to create a kind of righteousness that brings a peace. We want to believe we are good enough to save ourselves from evil, but, beloved, understand evil will overcome any person and any nation who does not acknowledge Jesus as Lord.

Remember the context of the story we consider in our text. David had long waited for God to fulfill His promise to him as a young man: He would be king over Israel. We also remember he waited and waited and finally Saul died. He has the opportunity, but he is not given the kingdom over all of Israel, but he is the kingdom over the tribe of Judah. He waits another seven years and after Saul’s son Ish-bosheth dies, then the Twelve Tribes join together to anoint David as king over all of Israel. That story is found in 2 Samuel 5.

David’s leadership is described in that chapter as he establishes Jerusalem as the center of the national life and as his capital. Then he engages the Philistines threat to bring peace for his people. All along the way, in Chapter 5, David is inquiring of the Lord to discover God’s direction for each step he takes as a new king. David is described as “a man after God’s own heart”.
 That is to say, he desires for God to be the center and be exalted among His people. He knows and understands the truth of Psalm 33,

12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage…16 The king 
is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. 17 The war horse is a false hope 
for salvation, and by its great might it cannot rescue.

18 Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, on those who hope in his steadfast love, 19 that he 
may deliver their soul from death and keep them alive in famine.
That is the promise of God. If we put God as the center, God will bring His blessing. Our blessing does not come from our human wisdom and our human strength. Our blessing comes from the Lord. David understands that as king. He does not want a kingdom in which God is on the periphery. He understands that kind of kingdom will be full of ruin, conflict, and unrighteousness. He wants a kingdom in which God is the very center. He desires for God to be known, to be worshipped, to be obeyed, and to be followed in everything.

What must be done in order for God to become the center of an entire nation? Our text tells us David commits himself for the Lord to be acknowledge and worshipped in the Nation and that is the whole reason why he brings the Ark of God into the city of God, the city of David, the national city. He desires for worship to be at the very center of this people. 

The principle we learn is: The restoration of worship is the greatest hope for the future joy of any person, any family, any church, and any nation. This is a truth largely forgotten. We, as individuals, and by our country at large. The restoration of worship is the greatest hope for our future joy. 

If you are concerned about the future joy of your life, begin here and by making the worship of God the very center of your life not just on Sunday mornings. Make sure the worship of God and the acknowledgement of God and the pleasure of God is central to every part of your life. That is what secures it.
If you are concerned about your family, your children, and the direction they are taking, this is where this begins. We need to make sure worship is the very center of who we are as a family and what we do as a family. Nothing else should occupy that ground unknowingly to us. 

If we desire for this church to be a church by which God’s joy fills us, we must have worship at the center. That is true for our nation as well. Spiritual vitality and worship is fundamental to any lasting unity, peace, or prosperity a people enjoys. 

What is worship? I believe worship is our whole life response to the goodness and to the glory of God. That is as simple as I can describe it. Our whole life response is the way we think, the way we speak, the way we act, what is important to us, what our priorities are, and what our values are. Our whole life response is to an understanding of the revelation God gives us by His Spirit through His Word in Jesus Christ of His goodness and of His glory. That is an everyday thing.

As we discuss worship, please understand I am not only talking about our singing during the worship service on Sunday morning. We would miss the entire purpose of this chapter if we narrow our worship down to that sphere. The major way we can influence the direction of our nation is by becoming a people who centers our lives on the worship of God everyday. I believe our nation’s troubles have come to us, not because of the waywardness of our politicians, but because of the neglect of Jesus’ church and believers to make worship our center. We have drifted. How can we influence our country if we ourselves, who know God, have drifted from worship as our center? 
As I speak, I am assuming you desire to make worship the center of all of your life. I know that is a big assumption and that may not be true for everyone of us. If worship is not your heart’s desire, I believe it is because you do not know God, you have not seen His wonder, you have not seen Him as beautiful, and you need Him. That is where the Gospel of Jesus Christ announces to you the good news, that God sent His Son so you can know Him. The Gospel’s promise to you, if you hear a person say, “I am not really sure if I want to make worship the center of my life,” I believe that is an indication they are outside of Christ. The message God would have is, if you seek Him with all of your heart and you are truly sincere and you say, “I want to know what life is about and who God is,” look to the Gospels of Jesus Christ and read them, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, seeking God in them. If you seek with all your heart and sincerity and faith you will find Him and you will not miss him. I encourage you to do that today and consider Christ. 
But, if you are a believer, God by an act of regeneration has tuned your heart to worship the Lord and to worship Him in every part of all of your life. We will consider four characteristics of worship to help us find our center. We will, first, talk about mercy; second about joy; third about reverence; and finally about humility.

The first characteristic of true worship is that of mercy: True worship concentrates on the atonement of Christ. It is the mercy of God on full display in the atonement of Jesus. We are not worthy to approach God, let alone enjoy Him once we get there. Our sin, in our natural state, is such when we stand before God we stand unfit and rejected. God says this to us so directly and so profoundly in Isaiah 59,


2 …but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face 
from you so that he does not hear. 3 For your hands are defiled with blood and your fingers with iniquity; your 
lips have spoken lies; your tongue mutters wickedness.
This is true of everyone of us. Pray all we want, He will not hear us because we are not worthy to be heard. Our sins have created a great chasm between us and God so we cannot get to God from where we are. In short, God is infinitely holy and we are not! If we are to worship God, we must begin with the mercy of God. We cannot begin with our merits. Only mercy removes our sin and prepares us to meet with God. Only mercy will reconcile us. That is where the Ark of the Covenant comes into the story,

1 David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 2 And David arose and went with all the 
people who were with him from Baale-judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the 

name of the Lord of hosts who sits enthroned on the cherubim.
Another name for Baale-judah is Kiriath-jearim. Kiriath-jearim is about ten miles west of Jerusalem. 
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This is a picture of Kiriath-jearim is helpful to identify real places in real history. Also, notice how hilly the countryside is and how easy it is for an ox to stumble as it goes along the hilly road. We, also, can see why they chose to have a new cart because it is a chore getting around hill country carrying the Ark on the shoulders. David and his men are moving the Ark ten miles east toward Jerusalem. 

This tells us, after securing the capital and dealing with the threat of the Philistines, the first thing on David’s agenda is worship. He had to get the Ark of the Covenant back to the city of David and they had to get worship right. The first thing on David’s “100-day List of Being King Over Israel” was to get worship as the center of the people. If they did not get worship right, nothing else would be right.

The Ark of the Covenant is not a big box. It is forty-fine inches long, twenty-seven inches wide, and twenty-seven inches tall. 
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It is made of acacia wood and then overlaid with gold. I believe the whole thing is a type of Christ. I believe the wood and the gold represent Jesus’ 100% humanity and His 100% deity. There are rings and poles through them because it is very clear, in the Old Testament, when it is to be carried, it is to be carried on these poles so no part of a person will ever touch it. It is holy and it represents God’s presence among the people and His glory to the people. This Ark was originally designed and communicated to the people during the days of Moses, four hundred years earlier from the time of David. 

Inside the Ark are three specific objects: a jar of manna indicating the provision of God to the people; the rod of Aaron which budded with almonds, as it became alive, indicating death-to-life and God’s regeneration through Christ; and there are the unbroken Tablets of the Law God created the second time, from Mount Sinai, which represent the righteousness of God and the righteousness of God fulfilled in Christ. 

This Ark is to be set inside the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle, that when people come to worship, the very center of God’s presence, the means by which God communicates, and the means by which God reveals His glory is here in the Ark. 
The Ark would lead out when the people of God were traveling through the wilderness toward the Promised Land, indicating God Himself is there among His people and He Himself is shepherding them and leading them. 

On top of the Ark is a lid, under the two angel’s wings. According to directions from Leviticus 16, once a year the high priest is to enter into the Holy of Holies and there sacrifice an animal. Then he is to sprinkle the blood of the animal on the Mercy Seat, the lid of the Ark. The idea we are moving toward is: If we are to worship God we have to begin with mercy. The blood was spilled and the atonement was made for the priest who made the sacrifice, for all the priests, and for the whole of the people for sins.

We need to understand the great picture God is giving to us; He is pointing to a future picture. God’s presence is resting above the angel’s wings, a Shekinah glory.
 He is looking out at His people and He looks down into that Ark and sees His righteous requirements. He looks out at His people, in view of His righteous requirements, and He sees Law breakers. He looks at His righteous requirements, He looks at His people and His response is that of holy indignation; it is wrath in response to a people who have broken His Law.
But then, the blood is spilled and atonement is made covering the Mercy Seat so that, as God looks down at the Law and His righteous requirements, He looks at a people who have broken the Law, but He looks through the lense of this blood, this covering, and He sees the sins of the people have been covered. His response is no longer wrath, but it is reconciliation. 

How can the blood of a bull or a goat cover for man’s sin? It cannot. Those sacrifices in the Old Testament pointed to the death of Jesus, the sinless Son of God, who took on flesh so He could be our satisfactory Substitution. This is what Hebrews 9 and 10 is all about. The Law was a shadow of the reality and it showed us reality truly existed, but we are waiting for it.


10:1 For since the law has but a shadow of the good things…it can never, by the same sacrifices that are 
continually offered every year, make perfect those who draw near…3 But in these sacrifices there is a 
reminder of sins every year. 4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins…12 But 
when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting 
from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. 14 For by a single offering he has 
perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.
The point is: The continual sacrifice for sin which was made in the Old Testament became obsolete once Jesus died. The picture is of the Righteous Judge looking down upon the Law, but as He looks at us it is a righteous indignation of a response toward us, yet Christ comes and He places Himself between us and God and makes an atoning sacrifice for us. He sheds His blood. When God the Father looks upon the person who has placed themselves under Christ, in Christ, what does God see? He does not only see the brokenness of the Law, but He sees the satisfaction that has been made. The penalty, the punishment, the just response for the evil and sin which has taken place has been satisfied. All of that is complete in Christ and now He no longer has a response of indignation toward us, but He has a response of complete peace and reconciliation with us. That is the amazing thing of the Gospel.
Friends, if we are going to begin by having worship as the center of our lives, we must begin with God’s mercy. There are two means by which a person may attempt to draw nearer to God in worship. The first, Plan 1, is work’s righteousness. You earn it. You merit it. You work hard and do what is right, God will say, “Well, done. Come near Me.” 

Plan 2 is mercy. God only has mercy upon those who do not merit it and do not deserve it. 

You must choose Plan 1 or Plan 2. You cannot chose Plan 1 and then Plan 2. As you consider those two plans and you are choosing a plan for yourself, and you must choose one or the other, I want you to look inside the Ark and look at those unbroken stone tablets, then ask yourself this question: Have I fulfilled the requirements God has placed upon me? Have I fulfilled them completely, entirely, and wholly? If you have not there is no way you will want to be able to approach God without a covering of mercy on the basis of your merit, because what you will experience is the holy fury of indignation of God against your sin. Only through the mercy of the blood of Christ spilled can we find acceptance. I urge you to get on the mercy plan,


Romans 9:16 So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy.
True worship concentrates on the atonement of Christ because He is the only means which can connect us, meaningfully, to God.

The second characteristic of true worship is: Joy – True worship celebrates the Lord with joyful outward expression,

3 And they carried the ark of God on a new cart and brought it out of the house of Abinadab… 5 And David 
and all the house of Israel were celebrating before the Lord , with songs and lyres and harps and 
tambourines and castanets and cymbals.
The Ark had been residing in Kiriath-jearim in Abinadab’s house for several years. 1Samuel 6 tells the interesting story as to how it got there. 
Please, as you consider these verses, do not think about a group of musicians who got together and practiced over a long period of time. That is awesome for musicians to do that, but that is not what happened here. They heard about David bringing the Ark into the city so God will be the center of worship. Everybody who had an instrument grabbed it, went into the street, and began to play it. It was a moment of absolute spontaneous joy and celebration of God. 

By the way, no protests were made demanding the separation of worship and state. There was no ICLU (Israeli Civil Liberties Union) choking the liberties of the worshippers in this group. This is exuberant enthusiasm for God overflowing from hearts which are genuinely moved by the wonder and the beauty of God in their midst and by His goodness. 
We must be concerned if our worship of God lacks joy. When we begin in mercy and we discover we become connected to God, though we are sinners, joy is the response. It is the next emotion and the next event which takes place in our life. What is joy?

I believe joy is God-ward and is not bound by circumstances. Joy is the deep satisfaction from believing God to be all good and glorious. Here, that satisfaction in God’s goodness and glory is expressed through exuberant music and singing. It can be expressed in other ways, however. It can be expressed in prayers, even through groanings. When Paul and Silas were in the jail in Philippi, after being beaten and locked in stocks in the stinky inner dungeon, I cannot imagine their songs were giddy, but that they were filled with joy; groaning joy in the satisfaction though their circumstances could hardly be more miserable, God is good and glorious. Through faith they could see Him, even in the darkness of that hour. 

Joy in  worship is  not driven by pleasant circumstances, but it is driven by God’s perfect character. We can worship God when our children are born and we can worship God when our children die. We can find great satisfaction, even in the midst of tremendous mourning and grief, in the truth that God is good and glorious.

Furthermore, our personalities are different so we express joy differently. The Eeyores among us will express joy differently from the Tiggers! That is fine. I am not looking for uniformity in the way we express joy, but what I am looking for, in Christ’s church and in our lives, is the uniformity of joy and the absolute satisfaction that God is good and God is glorious. Jesus would say, in John 4,


23 “But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship 
him must worship in spirit and truth.”
I believe spirit is the satisfaction that God is good and glorious. 
The third characteristic of true worship is: Reverence – True worship considers carefully God’s instructions regarding worship,


6 And when they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold 
of it, for the oxen stumbled. 7 And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah, and God struck him 
down there because of his error, and he died there beside the ark of God.
This is the startling part of our text. What in the world just happened as we read this story? Did not Uzzah do a good thing by keeping the Ark from falling onto the dirt? Why did God strike Uzzah dead for trying to simply protect the Ark of the Covenant? Was he sincere? Did he not mean well? 

The text tells us Uzzah died because of his error. He died because of his irreverence. God had clearly told Israel they were to carry the Ark on poles in Exodus 25. No man was to touch the Ark of God. They were told, very clearly, if anyone touched the Ark of God they would die. 

Furthermore, the Ark was only to be carried by the sons of Kohath.
 Uzzah was a Levite but he was not a son of Kohath. He was not qualified to begin the work, let alone to fulfill it.
Why didn’t David have the Ark carried by the sons of Kohath on poles on their shoulders? Why put the Ark on a new cart and have it carried by Uzzah and Ahio? It was neglect. I do not believe active rebellion is in view here. I do not believe David just read Scripture and said, “I do not care. We can to this any way.” It was not a spirit of rebellion David and the people had. It was just neglect, “I am sure there are instructions. We are happy. God must be happy because we are happy. We are celebrating  Him. We mean well. We want Him to be the center so I am sure everything will turn out all right.”

Failure to reverence God in worship, often times, is not intentional. God takes great pain to describe the manner of worship which pleases Him. Our good intentions do not outweigh disobedience. God will call us to do the right thing in the right way.

They are doing the right thing; they want God to be the center, and they are doing it with joy. But, please understand, God only accepts worship which follows His righteous decrees. He is holy and He alone can tell us what is acceptable and what is not. God’s Word to us is not up for discussion or for argument.

I believe David and Uzzah were very sincere. They wanted to worship God, but they neglected God’s Word in the process. It became expedient and pragmatic rather than humble and focused on the instructions of the Lord. 

Some people think, “Why do we need theology in order to worship? Why is theology the center of our worship? We have joyful hearts. We sing these songs which are merry tunes. Let us sing them. The Lord has to be pleased because we feel really good about it.”

Uzzah was feeling really, really good about his worship until he touched the Ark. If you had asked him, even as he laid his hand upon the Ark, “Uzzah, how is your worship?” “It is great. I have never worshipped the Lord in a greater celebration in my life. This is awesome,” and he died! Uzzah forgot who he was, a sinful man who had no right to ever approach the holy God. He had forgotten how God cares about how He is approached by sinful people.
He thought of the Ark only as a piece of furniture. It was far more than that. It symbolized God and His holiness to His people. He became careless, but we protest, “The story still sounds really harsh!” David thought so, also. In Verse 8, David was angry because the Lord had broken out against Uzzah. David was vexed.

There are many acts of God’s judgment for which we are puzzled, but we can be sure the Judge of all the earth always does what is right. We never need fear God will be unjust toward us, however, when we are confused regarding God’s judgments and His righteous actions, we are right to acknowledge God possesses a much deeper and developed sense of justice than we do. His is perfect in His justice.

Our questions is this story are not because of a deficiency of God’s sense of justice, but rather they are because of a deficiency of our sense of justice. While we may not understand always, we must grow comfortable that God is right and move in that direction. 

There are three lessons we need to learn about worship. First, God cares about the manner in which He is worshipped. God attitude is never, “Well, their hearts are in the right place.” No, God calls us to deep reverence for His holiness as we celebrate Him. 

There is a danger today of worshippers coming to God and say, “Hey, I should be able to worship God in the way I feel like worshiping Him.” Friends, that is the spirit of the anti-Christ which focuses on self and not on God. It is not the kind of worship God accepts. We must ask ourselves this question: Are there any new carts in my worship of God? Are there any ways I am neglecting God’s clear instructions? This is not just about Sunday morning, but it is about everyday worship. Are there any instructions, as you go about your workday, in the workplace, in the neighborhood, in your family, or among your friends that you placing the Ark of God, the Holy Spirit which resides in us, on a new cart? 
The second lesson is: God is holy and will judge His own people when we do not acknowledge His holiness in our lives. We see this all throughout biblical history. We see it in Lot’s wife.
 We saw it in Achan
 and Nadab
 and Abihu,
 in Ananias and Sapphira.
 The fear of the Lord is a good thing. It is the beginning of wisdom.
 It is out of God’s love that he commits himself toward righteousness.

The third lesson is: God intends for His community to focus on God’s holiness and help one another worship Him in spirit and in truth. Imagine they are making all these preparations for the big day when they will take the Ark from Abinadab’s house up to Jerusalem. They wonder how they are going to transport it and someone has a new cart. Uzzah and Ahio had been around for a long time and it had been in their house for some time. They are selected to be the one’s to carry it. Do you think any of them, with all the planning that must have gone into that event, might have said, “Hey, wait a minute. If we read Numbers 4, God tells us it must be a son of Kohath. If we read Exodus 25, the Ark must be put on poles.” Do you think anybody said that? Maybe someone did, but that was four hundred years ago. The Philistines had carried it around in a new cart and nothing happened to them. They must have rationalized God was fine with it.

I believe from the story, and there is complete silence on this, no one spoke up. God places us in communities so we will speak up to one another and help each other identify these new carts, and so we would speak truth and love to one another so Christ would be exalted. If Uzzah would have had someone teach him just a little more theology he would have lived a longer life.
Verse 9 tells us David was afraid of the Lord that day. Then they stopped and asked the question, “What are we going to do?” and they took three months to decide. If we read 1 Chronicles 15, it indicates David spent those three months searching the Word of the Lord. He did not search the Word of the Lord ahead of time. He is learning his lesson over and over again through painful consequences. David searched the Word of the Lord, they found some sons of Kohath, they found some poles, and they did something extra,


 13 And when those who bore the ark of the Lord had gone six steps, he sacrificed an ox and a fattened 
animal.
Consider 1 Chronicles 15,


13 “Because you did not carry it the first time, the Lord our God broke out against us, because we did not 
seek him according to the rule.”
The last element of true worship is: Humility – True worship cares about God’s glory, not man’s glory. We find David dancing with the Lord and he is in the clothes of the common man. He is wearing only an linen ephod. He is not wearing any royal robes at all and he is in the midst of the people, dancing with them. 
We can talk about some legitimate reasons Michal had to resent David, but here her reasons were completely illegitimate. She looked at him and she despised him because he was acting like a commoner, “Don’t you know, David, you are the king? Why are you acting like you are a common citizen? The people will not respect you.” That was her concern. 

David, in his response to his wife Michal, simply said,


21 And David said to Michal, “It was before the Lord…”

The definition of humility is the dependence upon God and the desire for God to be preeminent in all things. Paul asked the question,


Galatians 1:10 For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God?
That is the question we must ask when we want worship to be the center. I am not just thinking about Sunday morning, but I am thinking about every day of the week. When we go to work we will have to ask the question, “Am I seeking the approval of man or am I seeking the glory of God?” We will run up against circumstances where we will have to chose. 

When we go to school in the morning we will have to ask the question, “Am I seeking the approval of man or am I seeking the glory of God?” We will be in the lunch room and people will be gossiping or ridiculing some other person and we will have to ask that question, because it will change what we do.

Here is David saying, “It was before the Lord, Michal. I am sorry you are ashamed of me because you feel as though I have lowered myself in the eyes of other people, but it was for the Lord and not for other people. That is what my life is going to be about; the increase of God and the decrease of me.”

That is what worship is all about. The restoration of worship is the greatest hope for the future joy of any person, any family, any church, or any nation. It begins with mercy and it leads to joy. It enters in reverence and it proceeds with humility.

The story of Uzzah and the Ark reminds us of God’s infinite holiness and our need for a Mediator. We must not approach God without a Mediator. In the Christmas story that is what Christmas is all about.

I believe this worship is best illustrated by the Three Wise Men. We think of them and we think of those four characteristics: mercy, joy, reverence, and humility. They said,


Matthew 2:2 “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.”
When they saw His star resting over the place Jesus was they were filled with exuberant joy and they entered in and gave Him gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
 Gold, “God, you are King. You are of matchless value. We are nothing. All we are is to be yours. We are submitting to you as the highest value.” Frankincense: sweet incense used in the Old Testament to worship God, “This little child is God come in the flesh. He is worthy of our reverence.” Myrrh is used to embalm the dead, recognizing and foreshadowing Jesus’ death upon the cross; recognizing it is only by God’s mercy they can worship Him. Joy infuses all of these gifts.

If it is true that the future joy of any person, any church, any family, and any nation is dependent upon the restoration of worship, what will we do? 
� Matthew 1:16


� Revelation 22:20b


� Acts 13:22


� Shekinah glory: Hebrew. sekhinah, dwelling of God. A word, though not occurring in the Bible, that is employed by some Jews and by Christians to describe the visible presence of the Lord. Moses calls this the “cloud”. It later covered Sinai when God spoke with Moses, filled the tabernacle, guided Israel, filled Solomon’s temple, and was frequently seen in connection with Christ’s ministry in the New Testament. (edited) The NIV Compact Dictionary of the Bible, J.D. Douglas & Merrill C. Tenney, Zondervan, Grand Rapids MI, 1989.


� The second son of Levi.


� Genesis 19:17, 26


� Joshua 7


� Firstborn son of Aaron


� Second son of Aaron


� Acts 15:1-11


� Psalm 111:10a


� Matthew 2:10-11





