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The work of the pastor in preaching is wholly dependent upon the work of the Holy Spirit in application. I know there is no power within myself to affect change and to bring fruit. We can plant, we can water, we can sow the seed of God’s Word, but apart from God’s Holy Spirit it would fall lifeless. I know I need to be a man who prays and I delight to have a church which prays. Thank you.

The Lord's Prayer

9 “Pray then like this:

‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 10 Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread, 12 and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.’ 


14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 15 but if you do not 
forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”

We take up the subject of how to pray. Jesus gave us a great model. We want to begin by thinking about this sentence and I encourage you to finish this sentence: Life is all about _____________________. How would you finish that sentence?

The world finishes it in a number of ways, does it not? Life is all about possessions. “Sons and daughters, work hard in school so you can secure a good job. If you secure a good job, you will secure a good income. If you secure a good income, you will be able to purchase the stuff your family needs, as well as wants. Then life will be good.”

Others would say, in this world, life is all about self-discovery. “Be yourself. Love yourself. Do not let anyone tell you what to do. Pursue your own course. Life is about you being you. Do not be bashful. Assert yourself. Enjoy life with all the thrills it offers. Live it in the fast lane. Enjoy all the experiences you possibly can. Take risks. Go for it. That is what life is about.”

Life is about accomplishments. “Practice hard and win the prize. If you excel, if you apply yourself with laser focus then life will be good for you. Nothing stands between you and achievement except your self discipline. Live life like a winner and not like a loser.”

Life is about power. “If you want life to count, you must climb the ladder to gain possession of influence in this world, where you make decisions for others rather than others making decisions for you. Position yourself so you possess other’s respect and other’s fear. Be a leader who others must acknowledge and esteem.”

We could go on. Are any of these passions driving you in the way you live your life, in your home, in your family, in your workplace, in your church? How often the Bible finishes this sentence before us. In a very simplistic way, here is how I believe the Bible finishes this sentence: Life is about relationships. 
We need to define that. The first is our relationship with God through the Lord Jesus Christ and, second, our relationship with other people. I say that because of what Jesus taught in Matthew 22,


34 …the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, 
which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”

37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind (and all your strength).’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
This is what life rests upon; it is about relationships: loving God and loving people and relating to God in such a way He is first place in everything – all our heart, all our mind, all our soul, and all our strength. Then it is relating to people in such a way we care as much about them as we care about our own self and our own needs. Life is about relationships. 
If life is indeed all about relationships, then growing healthy relationships must become our number one priority. It must surpass everything else we have as a goal for our own life, for our own community, for our own church, for our own family. What can we do to reorient ourselves to this priority of relationships? It is not natural to us. We tend to default to the priority of other things, the things we mentioned earlier.

How can we reorient our hearts so our priority is on a relationship, first, with God and then a relationship with other people, and everything else flowing from that? Communication is the key. No relationship thrives apart from personal, intimate, authentic communication, the kind of communication that breaks through the external veneer of our public façade and lays one’s soul naked and bare, first before the Lord God and then before other people.
Communication consists of two central actions: speaking and listening. We will consider both of these in two messages. First, we will consider how can we speak to God, how can we talk to God. Secondly, we will consider how we can listen to God.

To our joy, God is a speaking and listening God. He is a communicating God because He is a Triune God, a unique aspect of the Christian faith and of what the Bible reveals about God’s nature. He is one God and, yet, He is God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Each person of the God-head is fully God and yet not separate from each other in essence, but separate and distinct from each other in person. What a mystery that is in the way God reveals Himself to us.

In the God-head, for all eternity past, God in three separate persons spoke. God the Father speaks joyfully with God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. For all eternity past this is the way the relationship was.

God the Son, for all eternity past, forever and ever, infinite in the past, spoke with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.

God the Holy Spirit, for all eternity past, spoke with God the Father and God the Son.

God, within Himself, enjoyed deep, intimate, loving, unbroken, and unending communication with Himself. God is the speaking and listening God because He is the Triune God. Based on God’s nature it is no surprise, then, when God created the world He would take the initiative to speak and offer a listening ear to the man and woman He created in His own image. 

It is no surprise God would take the initiative to give us His Word. It is no surprise God would offer prayer to us so we could speak to Him. What gifts these are; God speaking and man listening and God listening and man pleading! How simple, yet how profoundly supernatural. How familiar and yet fantastic.
Since life is about relationships, first with God and then with others, nothing is more vital to the joy of our soul than for us to learn how to listen to God and how to talk with  God: Listen through His Word and talk with God through prayer.

From our text we will learn from Jesus how we can effectively talk with God so as to grow in our relationship with Him. Jesus is the Master Teacher in the School of Prayer and He sets some time aside to teach His Disciples on this very vital topic. O, how we need Jesus so our praying leads us deeper into the relationship. There is a kind of praying which does not lead us into a deeper relationship, and that is why we need Jesus’ teaching so the praying we do actually accomplishes a relationship.
One of the first things we notice about this model prayer is Jesus instructs us to focus on six specific petitions. All six petitions focus our attention upon relationships: the relationship of loving God first and then the relationship of loving others. Three petitions talk about loving God and three petitions talk about loving one another. 

The first three center our focus on loving God with all our heart, all our mind, all our soul: Hallowed be Your name; Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done. The last three petitions center our focus upon loving our neighbor as we love ourselves: Give us this day our daily bread, forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. These are not petitions for one’s personal needs, but they are for community needs.
Jesus calls us to love others in our prayers as much as we love ourselves and we are to plead for them as much as we plead for ourselves. 

For this study, we will confine our focus on the first three petitions. I believe this is appropriate because I believe this is Jesus’ priority. In the sense of position, these are the first things He talks about which we need to do in our prayer life with God. We are to focus on our love for God. 

Also, I believe it has the most dramatic impact. If we get this right then naturally we will begin to love others in our prayer life. Jesus’ chief concern in teaching about prayer is that we would pray for God’s glory and that He would rule and reign in our hearts as the first and very best of beings. 

We often topple this priority onto its head when we pray, do we not? We often focus first upon our own need and then maybe we get around to God’s glory, His excellence, and our passion for Him. These must be front and center and if they do not become front and center, then our requests for our own needs and the needs of others become self-centered and prideful, self-focused, and corrupted. 

There are three God-loving petitions in prayer Jesus instructs us toward. The first is simply a plea for God’s name to “hallowed”. This is a petition flowing from a love for God’s person. Jesus begins His instruction by teaching us to pray saying, “Our Father, who art in Heaven.” Jesus is not so much as giving us specific formula as He is giving us a model. He does not intend for us to just repeat these words, but this would form the way we pray to the Lord every time we approach Him. His concern is not with proper protocols or correct etiquette. His concern is that we pray by considering the kind of God, first, to whom we are praying and to whom we are talking, a God who is both near, our Father, and very distant, who is in Heaven.
This is a God who is loved and a God who is Lord; a God who is approachable and a God who is terrifying at the same time. This is a God who is intimate with us and intimating to us. This is a God who is warm toward us and a God who is infinitely above us.

Keep in mind Jesus is teaching His Disciples how to pray. He is not teaching the general world how to pray, but His teaching specifically His Disciples. That is important because no one is naturally born having God as their father. We must be adopted by God’s Spirit, into God’s family, in order to address God as our Father. Consider Isaiah’s description of our natural state as we are born into this world before God. Isaiah 59 says this,


2 but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face 
from you so that he does not hear.

Our natural relationship with God is such that from the beginning it is broken so badly if we screamed with all our might, “LORD, HEAR MY PRAYER. I REALLY MEAN IT!”, God will not hear us. That does not mean to say He would not hear the sound emanated from our voice, but He will not listen because we are sinners and He is holy. He cannot allow such a one to approach Him. 
Something has to change if we are to talk with God and address Him as our Father, as One with whom we are in a special, deep, and intimate relationship. The Apostle John tells us how this change is offered to us through Jesus Christ,


John 1:12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 

13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

God offers to give us life and place us in His family. The very purpose of God sending His Son to us in the flesh was so we could have God as our Father. That was the point of it all. The Apostle Paul will write this to the church in Galatia,


4:4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.
Why did God send His Son into the world? It was so we might receive adoption into God’s family as sons, and because, as the Apostle Paul writes, as we are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts crying, “Abba, Father!”
 We had such a relationship with God, before Christ, if we scream God would not hear us, but now we have such a close, intimate relationship, we can say, “Daddy, Father,” and we understand who He is in relationship to us so we are no longer a slave but we are sons and daughters and if we are we are heirs through God. 
Do you have God as your Father? Nothing else I say matters until you address that one issue. Have you been adopted into God’s family by God’s Spirit? Do you have the right to be called a child of God? That happens only to those who place their faith and trust in Jesus Christ. Only He, God’s Eternal Son, can reconcile you to the Father. Do you have God as your Father? Have you truly, in your soul, committed your way to the Lord Jesus Christ, turning from you sin  and turning toward Him in faith so you can call Him your Savior? Only then can you call God, Father.

The first petition is this: Hallowed by Thy name. What a strange sounding term that is. Teenagers, how often have your peers used this term in conversation over winter break? Would we not be surprised if any teenager used this term during the past year? This is a term even older folks do not use except when reciting this prayer. This is an old term, but it is a good term.

It is a term worth reaching up a bit to grasp its meaning. What does it mean? The Holman Christian Standard Bible translates Verse 9 this way,

9 “Therefore, you should pray like this: Our Father in heaven, Your name be honored as holy.”

The word “hallowed” literally means “consecrated”, “reverenced”, “set  apart”, “distinct from others as holy”.  It means we honor God’s name. It means we esteem and treasure and value God’s name above every other name. It means we truly admire God’s name and we wish to protect it from being profaned. 

This request asks for God to act upon our hearts in such a way that we deeply desire for God’s name to be advanced and honored in our lives and in the lives of other people; “Lord, work in my heart so that I appreciate, esteem, and value Your name above every other name. I advance You, who You are in this world, because I want others to know how great, beautiful, awesome, and wonderful You are.”

This desire to hallow God’s name and honor God’s name is not natural to our self-oriented heart. We wake up in the morning wanting our own name to be honored. That is why prayer must reorient us to God’s priorities. 

By way of illustration, proud parents have a natural desire to see their children recognized and valued by others. It is not their name so much as it is the character of the person would be esteemed. Proud parents desire the person of their children would be esteemed. If we learn our child will be recognized at an awards banquet at school, we make sure we attend. When we attend, do you know the one thing we are looking for in the program of the banquet? We look at all the names, but we are waiting for that one time when your child’s name is spoken and they are given that award.

We think much of our children’s abilities and talents so we desire others to recognize them as valuable, also. At graduation ceremonies we take great pleasure if our child’s name is one of those names which has one, two, or three asterisks beside it: cum laude, magna cum laude, summa cum laude – with honor, with great honor, with highest honor. 
We like to see our children’s character, achievements, and talents be recognized by more than our own family. Of course, we may sin by becoming overly interested in the glory of our own child’s name. Such a desire can be incredibly self-centered and prideful, but when it comes to honoring God’s name and desiring God’s name always has the three asterisks by it whenever it is mentioned in public, or that other people understand how valuable, good, and awesome God is, we never, ever can become overly zealous for His glory. The person who is the most desirous, passionate, and zealous for the glory of God’s name is the person who has the healthiest of souls. Desiring God to be glorified is a great mark of a healthy soul. A lack of such desire is the foundation of all sin, all evil, all brokenness, all pain, and all difficulty in this dark world. 

This is where Satan went wrong from the very beginning. 

Notice this phrase of this model prayer is a petition; it is not a statement. Perhaps we have read it before and thought it to be a statement, “Lord, your name be great,” but it is not that. It is a petition that God would move in our hearts so that His name would be great, first, in us and then through us and then into the whole world. It is a prayer pleading with God to give us passion for God’s honor above our own honor. What a radical request this is.
Jesus knows our hearts are naturally set on the honor of our own names, our own children’s names, our favorite football team’s names, our favorite college name, our favorite company’s name, or a host of other entities in this world. That is why we wear t-shirts with logos and we are proud of different stuff, things, and names. We want to advance that and that is where we are naturally, drawn toward the glory for the hallowing of the names and things and  people in this world. 

God say, “NO! Wail above this. This is a healthy soul. It is a soul which says, more than anything else, ‘My commitment and zeal lies with God’s glory.’” S. Lewis Johnson
 said this, “Idolatry is the substitution of some other name for the name of God.”
There are two applications as we pursue this request in filling our prayers. First, when we pray, “Hallowed by thy name,” we are praying we will have the courage and boldness to speak to others about the greatness and goodness of God. We look at our country and our community and ask the question: Why are we moving so quickly toward spiritual darkness of violence of the most adherent and grievous nature, the spiritual darkness of sexual immorality, the spiritual darkness of greed, and a host of other evils? 

One of the reason why we, as a culture, are moving so rapidly into spiritual darkness is because we, as believers, have not been hallowing God’s name. We have been shrinking away from hallowing God’s name. If we hallow God’s name other people will ridicule us. That is true, they will, but that does not stop a Chicago Bears fan at Lambeau Field from wearing his Bears shirt. He cares. He is in a sea of gold and green. It ought not stop believers in a world where the color is darkness from saying, “Hallowed be God’s name. This is what is right and this is what is true. Inasmuch as you get on this team, you will find joy and pleasure because the other team is leading to death.” This is an act of love toward others. It is not being in the face of other people.

When God’s righteousness is openly opposed by those who defy His Laws relating to marriage, sexual purity, wholesome speech, the sanctity of human life, and many other godly matters and virtues, we, as believers, often remain silent. 

When God’s Gospel is openly denied by religionists who deny the exclusive majesty of Jesus, or who teach man can save himself from sin by works of the law, we often remain silent. 

When God is pushed into the closet of public life by those who would make us believe it is illegal to pray in public or to say Jesus name in public, we often remain silent.

If we, as believers, are not bold and courageous in speaking to our world about God’s greatness and goodness, how can we possibly expect our world to move towards God’s glory and grace?

We believe hallowing God’s name is central to everything the church is and everything we do. The priority Jesus places upon this particular request is evident in its place, it is first: Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be your name. It can be argued the five requests which follow are aspects built into this one. Our first importance is our communion with Him as we seek to honor Him and bring Him glory. We should set our hearts that way.

The second application is: When we pray, “Hallowed by thy name,” we are praying our individual lives communicate God’s goodness and greatness through the way live and the way we worship. The world loves for Christians to sin shamefully against God because it gives such an open opportunity for them to mock the Christian’s God. Jesus was not enjoyed by the world around Him when He walked this earth. When we communicate the greatness of God’s name we often will face stern persecution, but when we pray this, we are praying, “Lord, allow me to live in such a way that my life reflects Your greatness, Your goodness, and Your grace.”
In Martin Luther’s catechism the question is asked,” How is God’s name hallowed amongst us?” The answer in the catechism is: When our life and doctrine are truly Christian. When want we believe and how we behave reflects Christ.

Billy Graham was interviewed a number of years ago. I remember one of the things he said because it was so profound, “I pray God would take me home before I do anything that would bring shame to His name.” That is a courageous prayer. Are you willing to pray it? That is what it means to say, “Hallowed by Thy name. Lord, more than I value my own life, take me home before I do anything that would keep Your name from being hallowed in this world.”

Someone may say, “I have already blown that. I don’t know if I can pray that because I have already done some things.” This is why we go further in the prayer, “Forgive us our sins,” and then get back up in the prayer and say, “From this point on, do I desire for God’s name to be hallowed, honored, esteemed, and treasured in my life and in the lives of others around me?” I believe Billy Graham must be a man who prays this prayer, who learned from Jesus the model prayer, because that is one of the first priorities he has in his life.

When we pray this, we are consecrating ourselves to a sacred purpose. We are asking God to transform us so we can truly say, as the Apostle Paul, “For me to live is Christ.
 For me life is all about bringing glory to God.” 

You have heard the statement, “Prayer changes things,” and I believe this is true, but prayer is much more than that. We, first, can say, prayer changes us and that is what is most important.

The second plea we find in this prayer is the plea for God’s Kingdom to come. It is flowing from a love for His program, and not just His person. Jesus is born a King and He is ruler over a Kingdom God is establishing and will bring to earth someday.

In Colossians 1, the Apostle Paul describes God’s salvation in our lives this way,


13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 
14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
By God’s grace we have been rescued from one kingdom, a kingdom which is passing away and one which is dark, into a Kingdom full of love, light, and life. As members of this Kingdom we long to see our King and to see our King rule. This petition asks for God to sovereignly govern this realm without hindrance, first in my heart and then everywhere else in this world; Thy Kingdom come.

The New Testament teaches us God’s Kingdom is both present and yet still to come. Presently, Jesus is King and He is seated upon the throne in Heaven and He is ruling over His church, His people. In the future, however, God says Jesus is going to come down to the earth to establish a Kingdom and a throne on the earth. He is going to defeat everyone who opposes Him, Satan and those who would still resist and rebel against His grace, authority, and righteousness. And, He is going to establish a Kingdom on earth full of goodness and righteousness which will prevail.
When we pray, “Thy Kingdom come,” there are two aspects of the Kingdom. First, there is a future aspect: Lord, we long for the day when Jesus returns and set Himself upon the throne and He is acknowledged as King and He rules and governs this place. We long for that day.

The early Christians would cry out, “Maranatha! O, Lord, come!” That was the cry of their heart. This prayer Jesus teaches us teaches us this must the passion of our heart. In 2 Timothy 4, the Apostle Paul is looking at the end of his life and he says,


8 Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to 
me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.
An eager love for the return of Jesus orients our hearts to seek, first, His Kingdom and His righteousness. We are to let go of the kingdom of this earth and all of its stuff, because it is passing away, and to grad hold of the Kingdom which is eternal.

I was engaged to my wife, Kimberly, over twenty-five years ago and I remember those days as both precious and difficult in waiting. I was looking so forward to December 19th and I could not wait for December 19th to happen. Of course, I could wait because I had to wait. One cannot hasten days ahead, but one wants to. I wished everyday was December 19th. When is said that, it did not change time, but it changed my heart. It gave a rise to greater joy in my heart to the anticipation of that day. When that day arrived, my joy was even exponentially increased. That is what this prayer is about.

When we pray that we are not hastening that day. God has already set a day, but we are hastening the day in our heart so our eagerness, expectation, and joy in worship is going to be multiplied.

Secondly, this is a plea regarding our present. This is a plea which asks if the King would rule and reign in our hearts and in our church today and that we would submit ourselves to Him as King and honor His Lordship. This is a prayer which asks, “Lord, let the little space my life occupies in this world and the little space my church occupies on this green planet be a space that recognizes and honors Your authority.” We cannot be responsible for what happens outside of the sphere of our personal lives and of our church, but “Lord, your Kingdom come that right now, in this place, today would be a day when Your righteousness, Your truth, Your love, Your grace, and Your mercy would be known and Your Kingdom would be established.” What an oasis we become and what a church we become when that prayer is answered magnificently by God.
The third petition is a plea for God’s will to be done. This is a passion for God’s purpose, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.” This is a petition which asks God’s wise, good, just, and joyful will to be done everywhere, beginning with us. 
In much of our praying we focus on our own will, “Lord, this is what I would like for You to do for me today.” There is nothing wrong with making our requests known to God. In fact, we are called to do that, but Jesus is teaching us this principle: Prayer is not about getting God to agree with us regarding our will, but prayer is about getting us to agree with God regarding His will. That is what prayer does; it changes us. We now see His will so we love the things He loves and that is what is comforting and brings peace.

We have a Father who is in Heaven who knows our needs, who desires our joy, and who works purposefully to bring His blessing to us. Why would we not desire His will to be done? We are not wise. We do not even know what we need so why would we want our will to be done? Why would we want God to do our will when, if we can have a desire to do God’s will that is where our satisfaction, our life, and our joy will be?

I believe sometimes believers may come to this part of the Disciple’s Prayer, the prayer Jesus taught us and gave to us as a model, we kind of winch, “If I pray, ‘God’s will be done,’ God is going to smack me. I do not want Him to smack me so I don’t know if I want to get there too deeply, ‘Thy will be done.’” This is almost like a resignation, “If it is Thy will to be done, then I will wait for something bad to happen.” 
Our Father, who are in Heaven is the One we are praying to. He says, “I love you. I care for you tenderly and completely. You never have to be fearful in asking for My will to be done in your life if my will flows completely out of a heart of love and grace for you.” That is what the Apostle Paul is addressing in Romans 12, when he says,


2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
The more we pray this prayer the more we realize God’s will is good and pleasing and perfect. The key to us embracing it is prayer.

We have a problem. We like our design for our life over God’s design for our life. That is part of our sin and part of our pride and selfishness. We believe our path to be the best. 

Jesus teaches us, “Pray your design for you life off of you and pray God’s design for your life on to you.” That is what this request is asking. Prayer begins to train us upward so we see  clearer and we love God. I like what King David says in Psalm 40,


8 I delight to do your will, O my God…

That is what this kind of praying will bring us to. It will not bring us a cringing aspect of praying, but it will bring to us, “Yes! This is what I delight – my will aligning with God’s will. I pray myself off of my own design and I pray myself onto God’s design. That is where life is.”

Jesus is teaching us the priority of prayer is, first, to focus our soul upon God, His person, His program, His purpose, His name, His Kingdom, and His will. When God invades a life with His salvation, we discover every lasting joy is rooted in Him. Prayer is all about that. 

A few years ago I was watching Andre Rieu leading a concert. He is an internationally acclaimed orchestra leader. He is incredibly flashy and really colorful. He conducts big, bold, happy music throughout the presentations. I do not believe Andre Rieu is a believer, a Christian. I have not ever heard him emphasize or mention God. I want to share with you what he says. As I was listening to this, I listened to his introduction to this work and I thought, “What is this piece of music going to be?” His introduction is so profound. It is the last piece played during this concert and as I listen to the introduction I think, “What possible piece of music could he be referencing?” He said, “Now, ladies and gentlemen, we are going to play for you, altogether, here on the stage a very impressive piece of music. I personally don’t know a composition with more joy in it and at the same time more hope than this music. Whatever last year brought to you, to all of you here in the audience, take this melody with you at home, in your memory, and let this music give you new hope for the future. Will you promise me that? And now I wish you all the best for your life and, of course, a love of music.”
(Handel’s Messiah chorus is played – here is the link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_psFfD9Ib4.)

That is what life is about!
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