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PROPOSITION:  Our single-minded devotion to Jesus will unify our church body and free us from the anxiety and distraction of this present world.
1.
Think rightly about your calling in whatever state God has assigned to you (17-24)

a)
There is no religious significance to your marital status (17)

b)
There is no religious significance to your ethnic status (18-20)

c)
There is no religious significance to your economic status (21-24)

2.
Think rightly about the advantages of singleness (6-7, 25-28)

a)
Understand the gifts of singleness and marriage (6-7) 

b)
A single life is comparatively less complex (25-28)

c)
Take care when seeking change in your current status (28, c.f. 36-40)

3.
Think rightly about this world and the next (29-35)

a)
The present form of this world is passing away (29-31)

b)
Be single-minded in your devotion to the Lord! (32-35)

-----------------------------

Please stand to read 1 Corinthians 7:6-7, 17-35 (pg 955), 
1 Corinthians 7:6-7  Now as a concession, not a command, I say this. 7 I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another.

17-35 Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches. 18 Was anyone at the time of his call already circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the marks of circumcision. Was anyone at the time of his call uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision. 19 For neither circumcision counts for anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments of God. 20 Each one should remain in the condition in which he was called. 21 Were you a bondservant when called? Do not be concerned about it. (But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.) 22 For he who was called in the Lord as a bondservant is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who was free when called is a bondservant of Christ. 23 You were bought with a price; do not become bondservants of men. 24 So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with God.

25 Now concerning the betrothed, I have no command from the Lord, but I give my judgment as one who by the Lord's mercy is trustworthy. 26 I think that in view of the present distress it is good for a person to remain as he is. 27 Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be free. Are you free from a wife? Do not seek a wife. 28 But if you do marry, you have not sinned, and if a betrothed woman marries, she has not sinned. Yet those who marry will have worldly troubles, and I would spare you that. 29 This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, 30 and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, 31 and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.

32 I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 33 But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, 34 and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband. 35 I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.

Pray.  For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power. 1 Cor 4:20

(please be seated)
Intro  This morning I joyfully invite you to keep your Bible open to 1 Corinthians chapter 7 as we continue our worship together in God’s Word.  Today we are going to see that Our single-minded devotion to Jesus will unify our church body and free us from the anxiety and distraction of this present world.  And I want to warn you that I’m afraid God has done it again – yes, my heart is full of wonder and awe in all that God desires to reveal to us this morning from His Word – and I’m not exactly sure how much of the gold we are going to be able to actually “mine out” in the short time we have together this morning.  So buckle your seatbelts, sharpen your pencils, and soften your hearts… for I’m excited for the opportunity to be able to share God’s Word with God’s people this morning for God’s glory and our eternal good!  Please continue to pray throughout this service that God would do a good work in your soul this morning – that His Name would be hallowed in your heart and mind, and that He would transform your thinking and your living forever because of our time with Him this morning.  
There are some moments in life when everything stops, and our purpose for living becomes absolutely crystal clear.  That happened for me at least 2 different times this week.  Both events made me think.  Both had to do with one of my cousins.  Both helped crystalize my single-minded focus upon Jesus Christ in the midst of my daily reality and relationships.

First on Weds morning as I was studying for this message, my phone rang to deliver the tragic news of that one of my first cousins had just died in a car accident on his way to work that morning.  At approx. 7:10 am my 19-year old cousin was racing out of his driveway on his way to work for the day.  Approximately 8 minutes later he entered eternity after running and stop sign and being hit by another vehicle.  

Tragedies like this make us think, don’t they?  
Our merry-go-round life seems to screech to a halt at moments like this – and we find ourselves asking profound questions of ourselves, like “Would what I am living for today loose its significance and relevance if I knew that 8 minutes from now I’d be entering eternity and coming face to face with Jesus Christ Himself?”
The second time this happened this week was Friday when I had the opportunity to have lunch with another one of my cousins who – although only a few years older than me – is slowly dying of cancer.  We were talking about how he and his wife were handling the reality of his soon-coming death, and how they had just planned his funeral, and how he was writing “Life Lessons” letters to his four young children.  And then for some reason I asked him, “How has your cancer affected your marriage relationship?”  To which he replied, “So much for the better.  Sometimes we’ll start to argue, and then we’ll just stop and look at each other, and say, this is stupid.  This isn’t worth it.  ‘I’m alive.’  When you’re living with such a clear vision of eternity – it transforms the way we live here in the present.” 

And that’s a good word for all of us this morning church.  A single-minded devotion to Jesus frees us from being enslaved to the values of this present world.  And this is the message of 1 Corinthians chapter 7.  Here we come to a part of Paul’s letter where he begins to answer some questions that the church has previously written to him.  Here in the chapter before us we see Paul’s answer to the question of whether or not it was more spiritual to abstain from sexual relations within a Christian marriage.  There were some in the church at Corinth who were teaching that the truly spiritual should not practice the marriage bed (or even possibly stay married at all) and they were even putting pressure on some of the engaged couples and widows not to marry at all.  So you can see that Paul refers to their question in verse 1 of this chapter when he says,

7:1 Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It is good for a man not to have sexual relations with a woman.”
So as we study this chapter together this morning, we are going to start at verse 17…but we must first understand clearly that everything Paul is saying in this chapter is in response to their wrong understanding here – the belief that the Christian faith requires celibacy, and that God would prefer for husbands and wives to abstain from sexual relations.  Paul would later warn the young pastor of Ephesus of the same false teaching in 1 Timothy 4:1-4,
1 Tim 4:1-4 Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 2 through the insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared, 3 who forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods that God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 4 For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving,

So Paul’s answer to the Corinthian question in verse 1 is an emphatic, “No.”  Look at the passage in front of you as I review the outline of Paul’s argument leading up to vs. 17:
1
Q: Does the Christian faith require celibacy?

A: No.
2-5
The marriage bed is one of God’s gracious provisions against sexual temptation

6-7
God has given some a gift of singleness and some a gift of marriage
8-16
Marriage is good and worthy of keeping
The first 5 verses of the chapter argue for God’s good purposes for the marriage bed – that it is one of God’s gracious provisions against sexual temptation.  Verses 6-7 acknowledges that God has given some the gift of singleness, but verses 8-16 argue that marriage is also good, and that divorce should not be pursued.  In vs 8-9 Paul argues that marriage is good for the formerly married desiring remarriage (demarried/widows).  In vs 10-11 Paul argues that Christians should not divorce, but rather esteem marriage and stay married to one another, and finally in vs 12-16 Paul argues that even when one spouse becomes converted such that they are now married to an unbeliever, it is better if they remain married so as to use their spiritual influence redemptively in their home. And so by the time we get to verse 17 of 1 Corinthians chapter 7, Paul is ready to summarize the whole matter of singleness and marriage for the Corinthian church with an overarching principle that we also need to hear today Church:
1.
Think rightly about your calling in whatever state God has assigned to you (17-24)

Let me read vs. 17-24 again for us – and this time see if you can pick out our main point as it is repeated 3 different times in these verses:
17 Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches. 18 Was anyone at the time of his call already circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the marks of circumcision. Was anyone at the time of his call uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision. 19 For neither circumcision counts for anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments of God. 
20 Each one should remain in the condition in which he was called. 21 Were you a bondservant when called? Do not be concerned about it. (But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.) 22 For he who was called in the Lord as a bondservant is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who was free when called is a bondservant of Christ. 23 You were bought with a price; do not become bondservants of men. 24 So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with God.
Did you catch Paul’s point in verse 17, 20, and 24?  Paul is telling the Corinthians – I want you to think rightly about your calling – note the word “call” used 7 times in these 8 verses – here speaking of God’s divine call by which He granted believers eternal life in Christ.  After answering the Corinthians more specifically in the first 16 verses of this chapter, he now argues his point more generally – saying ultimately he wants the church to know that their present marital status is irrelevant – genuine spirituality has nothing to do with your marital status as their slogan would wrongly infer.  Let’s examine this a bit more closely as we continue down our outline.
First in verse 17, we learn that,
a)
There is no religious significance to your marital status (17)

Here when Paul says, Let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him … the context clearly applies this to their current marital status.  And just to drive the point home, Paul makes sure to say – This is my rule in all the churches – this isn’t just a specific point of advice for the Corinthians – whether or not you are married, divorced, widowed, or never married – God wants you to know that the Lord is sovereign over your present marital status.  

It’s it interesting how the whole matter of marriage is like flies on a screen door?  Those on the outside are always wanting in, while those on the inside only want out!  Such is the case with marriage is it not?  Those of us who are married can too quickly find ourselves fantasizing about being single again, while those who are single can only dream about the joys of being married someday.  
And yet Paul’s important truth for us today is that there is no religious significance to our marital status.  Jesus Himself was fully human (and fully God!) and he was not married.  Being married doesn’t somehow complete a person spiritually.  We must think rightly church about what it means for us to live for Jesus in whatever state God has presently assigned to us.

Paul drives home this thesis with two more supporting points.  First in verses 18-20,
b)
There is no religious significance to your ethnic status (18-20)

In these verses Paul uses the illustration of circumcision – the symbol of the Abrahamic Covenant that was such a defining component of Jewish culture – to show just to what extent the calling of Christ breaks down the dividing walls of separation in the Body of Christ.  
Look at these verses from the standpoint of a Jew for a moment.  Paul’s statements here are absolutely radical!  Circumcision was the sign of the people of God, as opposed to those who were uncircumcised who were not people of God!  And now Paul says in no uncertain terms that outward circumcision is totally irrelevant to true spirituality – 
19 For neither circumcision counts for anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments of God.
This is consistent with what Paul had wrote to the Galatians nearly 10 years earlier,

Gal 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through love.
The point for us this morning is simple and yet profound – God’s way of salvation has nothing to do with our ethnic status, but with our obedience to the commands of God.  We are not saved by keeping the works of the law, but through God’s effective calling to our souls that reaches out to us in whatever state we are in – and there transforms our heart to believe in the finished work of JESUS for our eternal hope.  O church don’t miss the wonder of the Gospel in this!  
Christianity is not about following a set of rules – but about Christ transforming our hearts – making us new on the inside by the miracle of His grace and forgiveness!  What matters for the Christian is not whether or not he or she is married, nor whether he or she is circumcised – but whether one has a heart that submits to God’s word with humble faith, and a response of worship.  
O sinner I call out to you today and beg you to hear the truth that you are lost in your sins, and that no external or outward performance has any spiritual value to the eternal destiny of your soul.  None whatsoever.  Earthly relationships will never fill the lonely vacuum of your soul.  You must reach out to Jesus – the sinless One who died in your place – paying the penalty for the sins you are guilty of – and trust in His salvation for you alone!  Only God has the ability to give you peace with Him again – and O what blessed assurance is such peace!!

So Paul restates his main point here in verse 20.   Since there is no religious significance to such outward positions, 20 Each one should remain in the condition in which he was called.

Finally in verses 21-24, we see you must think rightly about God’s calling of you in whatever state He has assigned you, since
c)
There is no religious significance to your economic status (21-24)
Paul’s argument here is not to promote slavery or abolish slavery – but rather to free the church from any concern about how their order in the social class-structure affected their place in the church of Jesus Christ.  Verse 24,

24 So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with God.
Again Paul’s point is that we can be a Christian in whatever situation we were called to Christ – thus there is no inherent need to change our social setting for spiritual gain.  We are in Christ!    
Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

Church I want us to think rightly about God’s will for us in these matters this morning.  First Paul is NOT saying that you must stay where one was called – every single believer is free to pursue marriage, and servants are invited to avail themselves of the opportunity to gain their freedom – but Paul wants to make this point very clear for us.  Your present social status within the church is completely irrelevant to living out a life of unhindered devotion to Christ. We must not let human wisdom that is disguised in the form of spirituality, dictate our present anxieties about the need to be free from certain social settings, especially singleness or marriage. The focus of verse 24 is not that we remain in whatever condition we were called – for in many cases changes to our social setting may come to us apart from our own choosing (widowed, lose job, etc.)  So the point here is that one should remain with God.   
You ask – Pastor – can you help me see how this looks practically in the church?  Thanks so much for asking! (
Like the Corinthians, I do believe it’s all too easy for us to also adopt wrong beliefs and values pertaining to singleness and marriage.  If we’re not careful, a church in our culture can become “a couple’s world” – where the unmarried or single parent or divorced believer is treated like they have some form of rare terminal cancer.  To help us think hard about this today, let me share with you some things that some of our own single brothers and sisters have shared with me personally over the last several months:
“Sunday is the one day of the week that I’m reminded I’m single.  When I’m at work, I feel like I’m part of the team.  I’m valued, and my contributions to the team are significant.  The fact that I’m single or married is irrelevant to my joy there.  But in the church I’m constantly reminded of the fact that I’m single, and I feel like I’m in relationship purgatory here until God brings me a spouse.”

“I feel that I’m not able to have any spiritual leadership position here until I get married.” 
Another single brother wondered out-loud what would happen if he approached some of his married friends and said, “I’m so sorry you’re married…I’m praying for you!”

While these comments are clearly rooted in wrong thinking – do they accurately reflect how we think church?  Do we somehow believe that marriage is actually equivalent to spiritual maturity or spiritual adulthood?  We must think rightly about our position in Christ no matter if we are single or married.  
Here at Bethany 55% of our membership is presently single!  Among those who are single, roughly 75% are never married, 20% are widowed, and 5% are divorced or separated.
Let’s stop putting pressure on one another to become like us – whether we want grandkids or not – and instead seek to break down the walls which seek to divide us.  We are united in Jesus Christ!
Paul says it this way in Ephesians 2,
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility … 17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

So together let’s be one body church!  Let’s think rightly about our calling in whatsoever individual assignments that God has given to each of us.  If God has saved you as a single person – then live out your life for Christ as a single person.  If you are married, then pursue a wholehearted devotion to Christ as a married person.  If God has saved you as an African or an Asian or an American …then live out your life for Christ as an African or an Asian or an American!  If God has saved you as a rich person, or a poor person – then you can know that God has sovereignly assigned to you your social setting for His redemptive call – and His salvation is so radically transforming that it makes your present state irrelevant to your devotion to Him.

If we are going to cultivate a single-minded devotion to Jesus that unifies our church body and frees us from the anxiety and distraction of this present world, then we must also, 
2.
Think rightly about the advantages of singleness (6-7, 25-28)

Singleness quickly becomes a curse word in a culture of bridal magazines, romantic comedies, and secular media.  If our church body is going to grow together in unified devotion towards Christ, we must think rightly about the advantages of singleness.  
First we must all,
a)
Understand the gifts of singleness and marriage (6-7) 

Going back to verses 6-7 of 1 Corinthians 7, Paul teaches,
6 Now as a concession, not a command, I say this. 7 I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another.
Paul gives a concession here – meaning that while this is still inspired Scripture – he is not commanding everyone to be single as he presently is.  Paul is simply stating his preference for singleness – and thus acknowledges that there are some spiritual advantages for unmarried.  
It is probably worth noting that many Bible scholars believe it is very likely that Paul was once married – since only married men were typically allowed to be part of the Jewish Sanhedrin, and this was a post that Paul had previously occupied before his conversion to Christ.  But regardless of whether Paul was once married, by the time we get to this passage, Paul is clearly single, and he is clear to “wish that all were as I myself am.”
Well you might ask, what is the gift of singleness anyway?  In short it is a supernatural gift related to the self-control that is described in verses 5 and 9.  The gift of singleness is a supernatural freedom from the desire or need of sexual fulfillment that makes it possible for one to live well in Christ without marriage.  Like all spiritual gifts – it is a gift from God that is ultimately for the common good of the church,

1 Cor 12:7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

So the gift of singleness is primarily granted for the good of the church, more than the good of the individual.  Our single members in the church represent a massive amount of potential for the glory of God!  May God compel us forward together as we link arms in ministry across marital differences – and benefit from all that the Spirit has given to us through each one.
Now just to be clear – if right now you’re resenting this idea of a gift of singleness, and wondering how a good God could indeed consider such an assignment a blessing – then you don’t have this gift! Like all spiritual gifts – singleness is both a gift and a duty.  Some are gifted in hospitality – but all believers have the duty to be hospitable without grumbling (1 Peter 4:9).  Some are gifted in evangelism, but all believers have the responsibility to share the Gospel with others (Matt 28:18-20).  So while all singles have the duty to exercise self-control while they are in that state, some have been supernaturally gifted to remain single without frustrated desires.  
But even while Paul makes his preference for singleness known, he is clear that each person has his own gift from God – one of one kind and one of another. So – please catch this church – in this context, Paul is saying that both singleness and marriage are good gifts that God assigns to His children according to His divine wisdom and sovereign timing.  Singleness is no more spiritual than the gift of marriage, or visa versa. And this gift cannot be equally required for everyone – for celibacy is only for the celibate.  So Paul doesn’t command others not to marry – but for those who have a similar gift as himself – to be able to live through life without the aid, comfort, love, and companionship of a spouse—he recommends singleness.
One more point on the gift of singleness – just like the gift of marriage – singleness can be both a temporary and permanent gift.  While marriage indeed is a life-long covenant, there are many widows in our own church who could testify to the temporary nature of the marriage gift.  And so it’s not necessary for anyone to ever try to determine if they have a permanent gift of singleness – for God alone has the ability to grant these gifts according to His good choosing.

We find one of his reasons for preferring singleness back in verses 25-28 where Paul discusses the betrothed – those young women who were engaged to be married and who, along with their fiancés, were being pressured by the Corinthians to not enter into marriage.  In these verses Paul wants us to understand how, 
b)
A single life is comparatively less complex than married life (25-28)

25 Now concerning the betrothed, I have no command from the Lord, but I give my judgment as one who by the Lord's mercy is trustworthy. 26 I think that in view of the present distress it is good for a person to remain as he is. 27 Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be free. Are you free from a wife? Do not seek a wife. 28 But if you do marry, you have not sinned, and if a betrothed woman marries, she has not sinned. Yet those who marry will have worldly troubles, and I would spare you that.

Paul acknowledges “the present distress” that is already upon the church …and while we don’t know exactly what distress he refers to, we can still understand his argument clearly enough.  Paul’s point is simple that in light of the larger experience of suffering and persecution that the church is entering into, why would someone desire to add an additional pressure of marriage and family as well?  
But you may ask, doesn’t Paul teach in Ephesians 5:25-33 the wonder and glories of God’s gift of marriage?  Yes!  God’s institution of marriage is beautiful, and praise-worthy, and desirable.  It mysteriously pictures the covenant-faithful love of Christ for His church, through the mutual submission, love, and forgiveness of husband and wife.  So why would Paul say that singleness is ever better than marriage, if he hold such a high view of marriage?  
Picture with me for a moment a beautiful horse – a wild stallion – frolicking playfully in a grassy meadow in front of a beautiful mountain scene.  The wind blowing through the horses mane, the powerful pounding of the hoofs, the snorting and prancing – all giving glory to our Creator God who made such a majestic animal.  As we watch this scene in our mind’s eye, we are drawn to worship our God who made such a creature, and such is how a Christian marriage should be. 
But now, let me ask – would you rather be locked in a room with a rabid horse or a rabid mouse?  

The mouse of course, right?  Because is it smaller, it is less able to inflict destruction upon your soul.  

Please listen carefully church – ever since the fall, the perfect beauty of marriage has been cursed – the wife’s desire is for her husband’s position, and the husband can easily slide into tyrannical rule.  Sin has corrupted this beautiful stallion and turned it – to various degrees – into a rabid horse.  You see the greater the inherent glory and goodness of something, the more destructive and harmful it can become when controlled by evil.  And Paul wants the church to think rightly about the increased scope of responsibility and care that marriage brings with it.  Covenant oneness with another sinner in a fallen world is still very much part of God’s redemptive plan – but Paul’s point is clear – while not all single lives are simple, singleness is comparatively less complex than marriage as it frees one from these additional pressures, and Paul’s desire would be to spare them from such worldly troubles, when possible.
But verse 28 makes it clear,  28 But if you do marry, you have not sinned, and if a betrothed woman marries, she has not sinned.  While singleness may be less dangerous and less risky at times of broad suffering and persecution, Paul is still clear that marriage is a good option.  It is not sin to pursue the additional responsibilities and cares of marriage.  
However, we must
c)
Take care when seeking change in your current status (28, c.f. 36-40)

For example, if you are presently married with the desire to get out of your marriage covenant – Paul clearly says that you are not to seek divorce, as the marriage covenant is for life.  You should seek counsel from other godly friends and pastors to strengthen your single-minded devotion to Jesus in whatever state you are in.   

Also, because the advantages of singleness are real, Paul doesn’t want a person to prematurely or foolishly rush into marriage with naïveté, romantic ideals, or selfish motives. 
So this morning if you are presently single with a desire to get married, I want to gently encourage you to continue further yet more in a single-minded devotion to Jesus that unifies our church body and frees us from the anxiety and distraction of this present world.  Remember Ps 84:11 as you embrace God’s sovereignty in whatever state you are in.

For the Lord God is a sun and shield;

    the Lord bestows favor and honor.

No good thing does he withhold

    from those who walk uprightly.

But you may say, “God’s sovereignty – yay, yay, yay….what about me getting married today?!” I do not want anyone to leave today saying that was all fine and good, but I’m still going home alone to a cold home and a cold dinner.  There was no hope in that message for me. 
Dear brother or sister -- because God is sovereign over the assignments He gives you (v.17)– the most joyful position you can take is to fully trust Him to care for you with His abundant goodness and favor, and never assign you any position or status that is contrary to His glory and your eternal joy in Him!.  

Is 26:3-4 You keep him in perfect peace

    whose mind is stayed on you,

    because he trusts in you.

4 Trust in the Lord forever,

    for the Lord God is an everlasting rock.

Ps 16:11 You make known to me the path of life;

    in your presence there is fullness of joy;

    at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

So if we are abiding with God, we should not be unduly eager for change.  Marriage doesn’t make a person happy.  It will only magnify one’s present unhappiness.  Marriage doesn’t change a person’s heart – they take their loneliness, lust, and discontentment right into the marriage with them, and then have the additional complications of living with their sin while in union with another sinful heart.  Believers should permit the Lord to choose their way for them, and any change will come about only as He appoints and directs in it.  It thus makes sense to believe that your love for your present marital state is a good forecast for how much you will love any future state.  Invest in your single season well for the kingdom, and trust God that the only reason to get married is because you are able to glorify God more in that state than you can in the state you are presently in.
May God help every single Christian who reads this chapter to know “that He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” until that day when we stand face to face with Him.  If we listen to people – they will take the joy out of our Christian experience; but if we listen to the Holy Spirit and follow Him – He will lead us beside the still waters, and we will enjoy our spiritual birthright of abundant life, with joy unspeakable and full of glory.

Finally, having thought biblically about our calling in whatever state God has assigned to you, and thinking rightly about some of the advantages of singleness, we conclude by:
3.
Thinking rightly about this world and the next (29-35)

Paul here teaches us that we must live out God’s calling in our current state with an eternal perspective. First
a)
The present form of this world is passing away (29-31)

29 This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, 30 and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, 31 and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.

The appointed time for Christ’s return is now compressed and very short.  The present form of this world is in the process of passing away – and from an eternal perspective – it’s not going to matter whether or not we were married or single or divorced or widowed on this earth. Our relationship with God is much more important than anything specific to this life.  

Remember the teaching of our Lord Jesus in Luke 20:34-36,

34 And Jesus said to them, “The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage, 35 but those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and to the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage, 36 for they cannot die anymore, because they are equal to angels and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.

So in all reality – singleness is the status of the eternal state. We will all be single forever in eternity, and those in heaven will all have an object of greater affection in Jesus Christ than could ever be imagined while here on this earth.  

This doesn’t minimize the redemptive purpose of marriage while on this earth – but it does help us think rightly about the true irrelevance of our marital status in terms of lasting significance.  An eternal perspective frees us from loving the world – from letting the world occupy a place in our lives that only belongs to God.  Just like my cousin with cancer – a clear view of God’s future for me radically alters the values that I embrace and pursue now.  

Paul’s concern for the believer this morning is that we avoid anything that will cause us to become a slave in the flesh – whether circumstances or relationships – marriage included.  

God is to have 1st place in my heart, home, and business.  I must not allow anything – not even the relationship between myself and my wife – to cause me to be less obedient to Jesus Christ.  I must be single-minded in my focus upon esteeming Christ above all.

We are not to deal with the world as though this was the object of life – if we love the world, the love of the Father is not in us (1 Jn 2:15-17).   

1 Jn 2:17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.

Church, God desires that we would think rightly about this world and the next.  God wants us to live in the world – but not ever to be controlled by its systems or values.  Let’s encourage one another daily – so that we might think rightly about singleness and marriage – and not ever start to believe that such things determine one’s existence.  Christ alone is my life!
So church, no matter what state you are in this morning – whether you are unmarried, married, divorced, or widowed…

b)
Be single-minded in your devotion to the Lord! (32-35)

32 I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 33 But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, 34 and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband. 35 I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.

Please don’t be anxious about your present marital status. Do you realize that the most common command from Jesus in the Gospels was, “Fear Not.”  God cares for His own.  

Anxiety robs us of the energies that God intends for us to be using to make disciples, strengthen the church, and otherwise bring glory to Him!  Paul writes this chapter to free us from anxieties, and remove any “man-made” nooses that have been hung around your neck regarding your marital status.  The point here is simple – Keep God first and foremost in your life in whatever state you are in. Jesus is enough.  The key to singleness (or to marriage for that matter) is obedience (1 Cor 7:19).  His joy and His presence are fully sufficient for whatsoever state you are in.  Don’t be burdened by people’s opinions for you here and now.  Grow in spiritual maturity through ministry.  Use your present marital assignment to the fullest to further pursue a constant and unhindered devotion to Christ.  Work to tear down divisive walls of separation and isolation in the church family.  Spiritually our eye is to be singled always on Jesus, our minds are to be stayed upon Him, and all that we do, we are to do to His glory.
Rom 8:31-32 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?

May God give every member of this church the grace which has been granted to my cousin and his wife as they navigate the journey God has assigned to them in cancer.  May we all think rightly about our Christian calling in whatever marital state God has presently assigned to us.  May we think rightly about the advantages of singleness.  And may we all think rightly about this world and the next.  May God help all of us to be single-minded in our devotion to the Lord!

Let’s pray.

(Invitation for further ministry to you after the service…. Please meet me in the prayer room.  Closing benediction)
Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
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