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In this study we will look at a Scripture from John’s Gospel. It is a section of this great Passion narrative, the story of Jesus Christ dying in our place, being buried, and being raised the third day. We will particularly discuss one of the seven sayings of Jesus on the cross. That saying simply, “It is finished!” 

The Death of Jesus

 28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 29 A jar full of 
sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 
30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his 
spirit.
Jesus' Side Is Pierced

 31 Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath 
(for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they might be 
taken away. 32 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified 
with him. 33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 But 
one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water. 35 He who saw it 
has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth—that you also may believe. 
36 For these things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken.” 37 
And again another Scripture says, “They will look on him whom they have pierced.”
I enjoy reading books of all kinds. Perhaps it would be more accurate to say I enjoy beginning to read books of all kinds. I do finish most of them eventually, but I have a bad habit of starting a new book before finishing one I had already begun. This week I counted the number of books in my study I have begun, but have not yet finished. I counted fourteen of them. And, I know I have more at home I have begun but not yet finished. I find something very invigorating about starting new endeavors, yet I need focus, I need discipline, I need endurance to finish them.
Do you find this true in your life, also? Have you ever left a project or plan unfinished, books unread, letters unsent, an exercise program unfinished, a diet shortened, a cleaning project incomplete. Most of us have some of these things that we have begun, but failed to finish, but not Jesus.
Jesus is the Ultimate Finisher. Everything Jesus began, He finished. How thankful I am for this quality in Jesus’ life!  My soul rests upon it. I praise God that Jesus did not begin the work the Father had given to Him to accomplish and then leave this earth with that great work of His life incomplete. If He had, you and I would be without forgiveness, we would be without a hope of Heaven, we would be without reconciliation with God, and we would be without an ability to worship Him, to connect with Him, to enjoy Him.  
That is why these words in John 19:30 are so precious, so pregnant with significance: “It is finished!” These are the words we will consider. John wrote his Gospel in the Greek language and in the Greek New Testament these three words translate one word:  tetelestai.  Charles Spurgeon, that great English preacher from the 1800’s said this one word “would need all the other words that were ever spoken, or ever can be spoken, to explain it.” Needless to say I am not going to exhaust the subject. I hope, though, we can find greater joy in it as we meditate upon this one word, tetelestai, “It is finished,” together.

On the cross, Jesus will utter seven specific statements. This is the sixth of the seven. The two sayings of Jesus Christ from the cross that immediately precede this one are sayings filled with anguish and lamentation. An awfulness of our sin rests upon Jesus as He cries, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?”
 What mystery in these words!  God the Father pours out His wrath against our sin upon His Son. He who knew no sin became sin that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
 The punishment that brought us peace with God was upon Him. 
And then, in painful suffering, Jesus cries, “I thirst!” Think of that. Jesus, the Creator, who created water, cries out, “I thirst!” His suffering is intense both in body and in soul. We remember Jesus told about a certain rich man who suffered miserably in Hades after he died. He begged for God to send Abraham “that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue; for I am in agony in this flame.”
 Jesus suffered thirst that He might invite any who are thirsty to come and drink freely of the water of life that He offers to all who come to Him in faith.
After Jesus makes these two statements filled with pain and suffering, the observer to this scene may consider this day is a complete disaster. Satan has clearly won the battle and the side of good clearly is defeated, but the observer could not be more wrong! In this sixth saying from the cross, Jesus pronounces a joyful cry of triumph! “It is finished.” The dark clouds of evil, sin and death roll back. A bright beam of righteous light shines from the cross of Jesus. With these words Jesus declares victory, I win!” This day is not a day of defeat and doom, but it is a good day. It is Good Friday. It is a day of conquest and completion.

Jesus is still on the cross when He cries this shout of victory. Jesus knows His life and death have accomplished all the Father has given Him. He rejoices in the completion of the full work given him to do.
It is finished. 

What is finished? What does the pronoun “it” refer to? What did Jesus mean when He said, "It is finished!"?

Those are great questions! I am glad you asked. Let us spend the rest of our time together thinking upon this theme.  We will consider six accomplishments Jesus completed in full on that day. First, Jesus fulfilled the prophecies that were foretold about Him and about His first coming. 

When Jesus came into the world, He came pre-announced, that is to say, hundreds of years before Mary conceived Jesus in her womb by the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus’ birth, Jesus’ life, Jesus’ work is announced over and over in the Old Testament. God announced His Son would come into this world and when He came, His would be the Savior, the Messiah, the Deliverer who would rescue man from his sins and would reign as King.  
In announcing God’s Son’s arrival to this world, the Father presented hundreds of descriptions of Him and His work,  that when He came no one would miss Him. It would be impossible to not identify Him, truly, if you are simply paying attention to God’s revelation. Jesus alludes to these prophecies in the passage before us. For instance, in John 19 we read,


28  After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.”
Jesus is conscious of His responsibility to fulfill all the prophecies made by the Holy Spirit about Him in sacred Scripture. These prophecies are numerous and Jesus fulfills each one. Regarding Jesus first coming, do you realize how many prophesies are given by God in the Old Testament? It is over three hundred and He fulfills them all.

It is remarkable anyone would fail to acknowledge that He is the One God prophesied about who would be the Messiah and Savior. We do not have the luxury to look at all three hundred, but let me mention just ten of them.
· First, Isaiah 7:14 prophesies Jesus would be born of a virgin. 
· Micah 5:2 prophesies Jesus would be born in the little town of Bethlehem. 
· Psalm 41:9 and 55:12-14 prophesies a friend would betrayed Him. 
· Zechariah 11:12-13 prophesies Jesus would be sold for thirty pieces of silver and that this money would be given to a potter.
· Psalms 69:21 prophesies Jesus would be given gall and vinegar to drink for His thirst.
· Psalms 34:20 prophesies not a bone broken, even though the Roman custom was to do just that for crucified victims.
· Isaiah 53 prophesies He would be despised and forsaken, His body pierced through, He would be silent before His oppressors, He would be numbered among the transgressors, He pray for those who wounded him, He would be buried with the rich, He would rise from the dead.
· Isaiah 50:6 prophesies He would be spit on and scourged.
· Psalms 22:16 prophesies His hands and feet would be pierced.
· Psalms 22:18  prophesied His garments divided and lots would be cast to win His clothes.
“It is finished,” Jesus says. All the prophesies spoken concerning this part of Jesus’ work here on earth are completed!  Nothing prophesied is left unfulfilled! How can anyone regard these specific fulfillments as the workings of chance and not of God’s sovereign design? Consider this as you consider the reality of God and the truthfulness of Jesus.  

There are two implications for our lives. First, God’s design for this world is ultimate. Nothing frustrates God’s plan. He is working in this world with precision and with purpose to bring all things to the completion He has designed. The only questions is: Are we with Him or against Him? His design is sure and certain and it is vital we consider are we with Him or are we against Him because if we are against Him we are against His design and guess what, we will lose! But, if we are with Him, though the whole world is against Him, we win because He is faithful to accomplish everything He designs to do. Jesus proved that for us.
Second, this means Jesus completed the work God appointed for Him for all of eternity. In John 4, at the beginning of His earthly ministry, Jesus said,


34 “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to accomplish His work.”
Later, in John 10, Jesus would say,


18 “No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have 
authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.”

Jesus laid down His life voluntarily and willingly. What does this mean? Think of the mystery of this when we thing of Easter. God describes Himself in Scripture as “eternal” and “triune”. That is to say, there is One God and this One God exists in three Persons; God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
These three, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are in fellowship with one another. In eternity past, this God existed forever and ever in the past, and He existed as the content God who is love, because God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit love each other and enjoy each other’s fellowship. They are complete in themselves. In this One God there is nothing missing, nothing vacant from them to cause them to be discontent. God is the happy God; He is happy in Himself. 

He talks to Himself, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. These are in fellowship with each other. Imagine listening in to that counsel of God as they consider the future plan. As we listen in, we hear them speak of Creation, that God would speak and the worlds would come into being. We hear them speak of God fashioning a creature in His own image and He would call him “man”, male and female He would make them. We hear of God speaking of man’s failure to follow His commands. This was not a surprise when man sinned and the death that would follow upon man, the creature made in His image, as a result of his sin, but this creature would be separated from Him, a creature created for the purpose of fellowship and enjoying God forever. But, now he would be cut off from God, receiving, as a result of God’s holy and righteous nature, the just condemnation for his sin.
 
Then, as we listen in further, there is something shocking we hear and that is God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit determines a plan to rescue man in the face of God’s righteousness. That plan included the Son would take on human flesh, He would become man, and He would obey the Father in everything. He would shed the independent use of His divine attribute and shed His own glory that His glory would be hidden, He would be despised and rejected. He would live a sinless life and then He would voluntarily die upon a cross and as he died upon a cross He would receive the wrath from the Father, the Father whom He had known, enjoyed, and fellowshipped for all of eternity. He would receive the Father’s wrath upon Him in the place of the sinner so the sinner would never have to experience such wrath. He would suffer for man’s sin as though He were guilty of those sins so that man could receive the reward as though man was not guilty of sin. The Father, in this plan, as They designed it, would strike the Son, would smite Him, grievously and gravely, out of justice and response to our sin.

Isaiah 53 says,


10 But the LORD was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief…
This is God’s preordained plan. All of this was plotted out before God spoke and the worlds came into being. Jesus did not have His life taken from Him by Romans or Jewish leaders. No, He gave His life as part of the God’s eternal plan. Jesus finished His earthly life not as a failure, but as a Finisher of the work that was designed in the counsel of God before the worlds began. Listen to what Peter writes in his first epistle,


1:18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the 
empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb 
without blemish or defect. 20 He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last 
times for your sake.
Before the creation of the world the Son was chosen to die right here. In this plan, the Father ordains, the Son obeys, and the Spirit empowers. In this plan, the Son surrenders Himself to the will of the Father. Consider, friend, how the Father must love you so! 

How deep the Father's love for us,

How vast beyond all measure

That He should give His only Son

To make a wretch His treasure


What motivates the Son? It is the joy of the Father’s reward. This is what Hebrews 12 tells us,

2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

When Jesus declares, “It is finished,” it is, first, a statement to God the Father, “Father, I have finished the work You have given Me to do and now I await Your reward.”

The day earlier, in John 17, Jesus is going to pray to the Father,


4 “I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify 
me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed.”

“It is finished, Father. Now is the time for Me to receive the glory due Me for accomplishing Your will and Your purpose.”

The application is simple: Let us fix our eyes upon Jesus and joyfully submit to the Father’s will even if He asks us to suffer! The Father never asks us to suffer without purpose and the Father never asks us to suffer for eternity. The Father’s reward is always worth the momentary suffering the Father’s will designs for us. Does the Father’s will include suffering for His own? Yes, absolutely! But, no suffering in the Father’s will is futile, but it is filled with meaning. Jesus understood that and that is why He declared, in victory, “It is finished!” Let us not believe sin’s lie that rejection of the Father’s will somehow leads to life and joy. It does not. Only the will of the Father leads to life and joy. Listen to Jesus’ triumphant cry, “It is finished!” and allow you faith to be strengthened. Know the Father’s will leads to glory and goodness.  
Third, Jesus accomplished all the demands of the Law when He said, “It is finished!”
At the beginning of Jesus earthly ministry he says, in Matthew 5,

17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to 
fulfill them.”
He fulfilled all the righteous requirements of the Law. It is fascinating God had many people who were either hostile to Jesus or indifferent to Him, yet declare His righteousness, declare His innocence of any wrongdoing, and declare He is utterly righteous. The Father wants us to know He, Jesus, fulfilled all the righteous requirements of the Law. He uses the most unusual people in the witness stand so we would come to understand that. 

The first is Judas Iscariot. After he betrayed Jesus he went back to the chief priests and elders and said, in Matthew 27, 

4 “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.”
Then there is Pontius Pilate. In the trial Jesus endured, that unjust trial, Pontius Pilate, the arbiter of justice for Rome, not once, not twice, not three time, not four times, but at least five times declares, publically, Jesus is righteous and innocent.
 At one of the last times, in John 19, he says,


4 “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” 

Then we think of Pilate’s wife. While Pilate was sitting on the judge's seat, his wife sent him this message, as recorded in Matthew 27,


19 “Don't have anything to do with that innocent man…”

Then there is Herod Antipas. What a wicked and vial man he is! Yet, after observing Jesus and questioning Him, he sent Him back and said, in Luke 23,


14 “You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in your 
presence and have found no basis for your charges against him Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; 
as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death.”
Then there is one of the thieves, who began as a reviler, who was being crucified next to Jesus. When the other thief continued to revile Jesus, this thief rebuked him and said, in Luke 23,


41 “We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”
Finally, we hear the centurion who presided over Jesus’ crucifixion.  The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, in Luke 23,


47 “Surely this was a righteous man.”
God wants us to understand the witnesses are not just the witnesses to Christ’s righteousness of those who love Him, but also of those who hated Him. What does this mean for us? The righteous requirements of the Law are now accomplished for us in Christ! We are people who were “under the Law”. That is to say, the Law’s demands press against us and we fail to meet them. Thus, we are cursed by the Law. That is the reason why the Apostle Paul would write, in Galatians 3,

23 Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be 
revealed. 4:4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the 
law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.
In order for us to have a right relationship with God, we must meet the Law’s demands. Do you? As you read God’s Word and the Ten Commandments, have you fulfilled all of the requirements of the Law? Unless you do, you cannot have a relationship with God, not now, not ever. Unless you do, you are underneath the curse of the Law, its penalty, its punishment, its bondage. 

Jesus says, “It is finished and I have fully accomplished all the Law requires. I have accomplished for you. In Me there is a righteousness that comes to you through faith. If you believe Me, My righteousness can become yours.” That is the mystery and wonder and joy in the Gospel message. Do you have this righteousness? You must come to Christ. 

Free from the Law, O happy condition!


Jesus hath bled, and there is remission,


Cursed by the Law and dead by the fall, 


Grace hath redeemed us once for all!

Fourth, Jesus fully satisfied the wrath of the Father against our sin. Just prior to saying, “it is finished”, Jesus cried in anguish, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?”
 A greater cry of distress has never been spoken! Such agony is Christ’s as the Father turns His smiling face away from His own dear Son. Why would the Father forsake the Son?

Isaiah 53 gives us the answer some seven hundred years prior to Jesus’ entrance into this world, 

4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows;


 yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 


5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities;


 upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 


6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way;


 and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

How can we, who deserve God’s wrath, escape it? It is Jesus. He steps in and absorbs God’s wrath for us and He satisfies it. 

In over ninety times the New Testament uses the word “saved”. It is not uncommon for Baptist preachers to ask the question, “Are you saved?” And, we may even be ridiculed! In the world, they believe that word “saved” is a stupid and silly phrase. When Scripture says you can be saved, we are saved from what? The answer is you can be saved from God in His righteousness and holiness doing to you what deserves to be done. You can be saved from God because Jesus took the Father’s wrath upon Himself and satisfied it in your place.

P.T. Forsythe said, “God must either inflict punishment or assume it. And He chose the latter course!” He drinks our bitter cup so that we can drink His cup of joy. The application is this, in Romans 8,


4 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
Fifth, Jesus fully paid the debt of our sin. Before Jesus came, man was in grave debt to sin. We were slaves to sin and unable to buy our way out of it. There was no future. There was no freedom. Tetelestai! That one word is used in the 1st Century in economic terms. That is to say, when a person had a bill they were required to pay, a debt by which they had obtained some field or some particular commodity, there was a debt to be owed and paid. When they had finally paid up the last penny, that bill was marked with this word, “Tetelestai!” “Paid in Full!” “No more to be paid.”

When Jesus says, “It is finished. It is paid in full,” we have no more debt to pay to God. It is fully paid. Do some of your sins still weigh upon your soul, with shame and guilt and pressing power, the sin of sexual immorality, harsh words that have wounded someone you love, lies told which have come back to bite you, slander which you regret, gossip, abortion, arrogance? All of these are “Paid in Full!”


Upon a life I did not live,

Upon a death I did not die;

Another's life, another's death,

I stake my whole eternity.

If you desire for Jesus to pay your debt, come to Him, humble yourself before Him, submit your life to Him. Simply ask Him. If you ask Him, He will redeem you. He will buy you out of slavery to your sin. When God redeems a person, two things happen. First, that person’s relationship to sin changes. He no longer submits to sin’s rule, but he resists it with forcefulness.

Secondly, that person’s relationship to God changes. He becomes your Father, your Abba, and you become adopted into His family.
Sixth, Jesus secured a future resurrection for His own. Verse 30 tells us, “When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

When every other person who existed prior to Jesus, they came to a point in their life when their work was finished. What happens when a person’s life’s work is finished, that is to say it is time for them to die? There is a funeral. There are a few nice words. There is a burial. There may be some flowers. There may be a grave stone. And then, and then, nothing. Left to ourselves, we can expect nothing more.

But, what happened after Jesus finished His work? His body laid in tomb and I encourage you to read the rest of John 19 and 20. And, a resurrection takes place. The Father confirms His pleasure upon Jesus’ life, Jesus’ sacrifice, Jesus’ work, and He raised Him from the dead, “A+, Son. Well done!” Death did not hold Him and the grave could not keep Him because the Father looked upon His finished work and smiled. 

The resurrection of Jesus is the verification from the Father that the Son’s sacrifice for our sin is fully accepted. And now, His finished work is able to offer life to all, for in Adam all died, so now in Christ all will be made alive.
 
The big question everyone asks in life is: What will happen to me when I die? The answer is this: Where are you? Are you in Christ or are you outside of Christ? If you are in Christ, then Jesus’ resurrection is your resurrection. The Father smiles upon Jesus’ work on your behalf and gives to you the reward He gave to Jesus. If you are in Christ, there is rich hope. 

But, if you are outside of Christ, there is no one else who received the smile of the Father is a bodily resurrection – no one! Look throughout human history and you will not find one. In Christ our future is secure.  

The finished work of Jesus is sufficient for you and me to rest in. There is nothing more work to be accomplished. We cannot add to Jesus’ work without destroying it.
A farmer and a carpenter were talking one day. The farmer was very concerned for the carpenter because he knew the carpenter had not embraced Jesus as his Savior. He had not committed his life to Christ and he was not yet in Christ. He was concerned for his soul, but the carpenter kept pushing him off. He kept saying, “I believe in Jesus, but I also believe my own works are needed for me to merit God’s favor. I believe I need to do something to merit God’s favor.”

The farmer recognized, as long as he was leaning on Jesus’ work plus his work, the work of this carpenter was going to spoil the work of Jesus. It would not be genuine faith, then. He wondered how he could get through to his friend. One day he asked his carpenter friend, “Would you make for me the most beautiful gate to the entrance to my farm you have ever made? Spare no expense and make the most beautiful gate you have ever made.”

The carpenter worked hard for a solid month to finish this gate. He was proud of this gate. He set it in place and there was not gate more wonderful. It was ornate and beautiful.

The farmer met his carpenter friend at the gate after it was installed. He had an ax in his hand and he said, “It is beautiful, but I need to add a few more strokes of my own in order to make it complete.” He took the ax and began to chop and beat on the gate and add his own rough, unskilled hands to the work of this finish carpenter. The carpenter was aghast, “What are you doing? You are ruining my gate! It was complete when I gave it to you. What are you doing adding your strokes to my gate?”

The farmer looked at his carpenter friend and said, “When Jesus died for you, He completed the word you needed in order to be rescued and have life. What are you doing adding to His work? You are ruining it.”

The offer of Christ and His finished work is available for you if you simply come and you believe. May God bless us. That is the Gospel. Have you received for yourself the benefit of the finished work of Jesus
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