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In this study, I will be presenting a message in the first person of one of the subjects involved in Daniel 2, and we will discover Five Truths Regarding God’s Sovereignty.
Nebuchadnezzar's Dream


 1 In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his spirit was troubled, and 
his sleep left him. 2 Then the king commanded that the magicians, the enchanters, the sorcerers, and the 
Chaldeans be summoned to tell the king his dreams. So they came in and stood before the king. 3 And the king 
said to them, “I had a dream, and my spirit is troubled to know the dream.” 4 Then the Chaldeans said to the 
king in Aramaic, “O king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will show the interpretation.” 

5 The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, “The word from me is firm: if you do not make known to me 
the dream and its interpretation, you shall be torn limb from limb, and your houses shall be laid in ruins. 6 But 
if you show the dream and its interpretation, you shall receive from me gifts and rewards and great honor. 
Therefore show me the dream and its interpretation.” 7 They answered a second time and said, “Let the king 
tell his servants the dream, and we will show its interpretation.” 8 The king answered and said, “I know with 
certainty that you are trying to gain time, because you see that the word from me is firm— 9 if you do not 
make the dream known to me, there is but one sentence for you. You have agreed to speak lying and corrupt 
words before me till the times change. Therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that you can show me its 
interpretation.” 10 The Chaldeans answered the king and said, “There is not a man on earth who can meet the 
king's demand, for no great and powerful king has asked such a thing of any magician or enchanter or 
Chaldean. 11 The thing that the king asks is difficult, and no one can show it to the king except the gods, 
whose dwelling is not with flesh.”

12 Because of this the king was angry and very furious, and commanded that all the wise men of Babylon be 
destroyed. 13 So the decree went out, and the wise men were about to be killed; and they sought Daniel and his 
companions, to kill them. 14 Then Daniel replied with prudence and discretion to Arioch, the captain of the 
king's guard, who had gone out to kill the wise men of Babylon. 15 He declared to Arioch, the king's captain, 
“Why is the decree of the king so urgent?” Then Arioch made the matter known to Daniel. 16 And Daniel went 
in and requested the king to appoint him a time, that he might show the interpretation to the king.
God Reveals Nebuchadnezzar's Dream

17 Then Daniel went to his house and made the matter known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his 
companions, 18 and told them to seek mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that Daniel 
and his companions might not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19 Then the mystery was 
revealed to Daniel in a vision of the night. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven. 20 Daniel answered and 
said:


“Blessed be the name of God forever and ever,


to whom belong wisdom and might.


21 He changes times and seasons;


he removes kings and sets up kings;


he gives wisdom to the wise


and knowledge to those who have understanding;


22 he reveals deep and hidden things;


he knows what is in the darkness,


and the light dwells with him.


23 To you, O God of my fathers,


I give thanks and praise,


for you have given me wisdom and might,


and have now made known to me what we asked of you,


for you have made known to us the king's matter.”

24 Therefore Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of Babylon. He 
went and said thus to him: “Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon; bring me in before the king, and I will 
show the king the interpretation.”

25 Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste and said thus to him: “I have found among the exiles 
from Judah a man who will make known to the king the interpretation.” 26 The king declared to Daniel, whose 
name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known to me the dream that I have seen and its 
interpretation?” 27 Daniel answered the king and said, “No wise men, enchanters, magicians, or astrologers 
can show to the king the mystery that the king has asked, 28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals 
mysteries, and he has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream and 
the visions of your head as you lay in bed are these: 29 To you, O king, as you lay in bed came thoughts of 
what would be after this, and he who reveals mysteries made known to you what is to be. 30 But as for me, this 
mystery has been revealed to me, not because of any wisdom that I have more than all the living, but in order 
that the interpretation may be made known to the king, and that you may know the thoughts of your mind.
Daniel Interprets the Dream

 31 “You saw, O king, and behold, a great image. This image, mighty and of exceeding brightness, stood 
before you, and its appearance was frightening. 32 The head of this image was of fine gold, its chest and arms 
of silver, its middle and thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 34 As you 
looked, a stone was cut out by no human hand, and it struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke 
them in pieces. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, all together were broken in 
pieces, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, so that not 
a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the 
whole earth.

36 “This was the dream. Now we will tell the king its interpretation. 37 You, O king, the king of kings, to whom 
the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, and the might, and the glory, 38 and into whose hand he 
has given, wherever they dwell, the children of man, the beasts of the field, and the birds of the heavens, 
making you rule over them all—you are the head of gold. 39 Another kingdom inferior to you shall arise after 
you, and yet a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the earth. 40 And there shall be a fourth 
kingdom, strong as iron, because iron breaks to pieces and shatters all things. And like iron that crushes, it 
shall break and crush all these. 41 And as you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and partly of iron, it 
shall be a divided kingdom, but some of the firmness of iron shall be in it, just as you saw iron mixed with the 
soft clay. 42 And as the toes of the feet were partly iron and partly clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong 
and partly brittle. 43 As you saw the iron mixed with soft clay, so they will mix with one another in marriage, 
but they will not hold together, just as iron does not mix with clay. 44 And in the days of those kings the God 
of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. 
It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever, 45 just as you 
saw that a stone was cut from a mountain by no human hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, 
the clay, the silver, and the gold. A great God has made known to the king what shall be after this. The dream 
is certain, and its interpretation sure.”
Daniel Is Promoted

 46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face and paid homage to Daniel, and commanded that an offering 
and incense be offered up to him. 47 The king answered and said to Daniel, “Truly, your God is God of gods 
and Lord of kings, and a revealer of mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this mystery.” 48 Then the 
king gave Daniel high honors and many great gifts, and made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon 
and chief prefect over all the wise men of Babylon. 49 Daniel made a request of the king, and he appointed 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego over the affairs of the province of Babylon. But Daniel remained at the 
king's court.
“Hello. My name is Hananiah. You can call me ‘Hannie’ for short. My name means, ‘The Lord is gracious.’ I want to tell you the part of my story which I believes reveals the truth and meaning of my name, that the Lord, indeed, is gracious; that He is gracious to all who would simply humble themselves underneath His sovereign power. 

“I was born into a godly, Jewish home in Jerusalem around the year 620 BC. My parents taught me to worship the Lord and to obey Him in everything. My mother and my father were godly. They taught me the sacred Scriptures and told me of the danger of worshipping other gods. They told me YAHWAH alone is the Sovereign God who created everything that is and who rules with absolute power. 

“They remarked our Nation, the people in our own country, were not following the Lord, but that they were disobedient to Him. My people mixed idol worship with the worship of YAHWAH. 

“When I was a small child I remember my father reading from the Torah,

Deuteronomy 28:15 “But if you will not obey the voice of the Lord your God or be careful to do all his 
commandments and his statutes that I command you today, then all these curses shall come upon you and 
overtake you…25 “The Lord will cause you to be defeated before your enemies. You shall go out one way 
against them and flee seven ways before them. And you shall be a horror to all the kingdoms of the earth.
“When I was eleven years old, a young king by the name of Jehoiakim, began to rule over Israel. He was a very wicked man and he did not honor the Lord God at all. He did not serve Him nor obey Him. He worshipped idols and committed all the sins God told us not to commit as a people. 
“Four years later, when I was fifteen, I listened and I heard a prophet from God, a prophet by the name of Jeremiah. I heard him preach in the streets and his words struck my heart and they cut me to the core. What a powerful voice he had, yet it was not his voice that attracted me, but it was his message. Many hated him because he foretold a time in our Nation when a foreign power would overtake us. But, as I listened to the prophet, I realized he was speaking the truth and the people of my own Nation did not want to hear the truth. They wanted to gather to themselves teachers and prophets who would say what their itching ears wanted to hear. The prophets would come along and tell the people what they wanted to hear and they would smile and applaud and reward such a ‘prophets’.
“I wonder if the people in your day were like the people in mine? God is a God of love and mercy, but He is also holy and just. His Word tells us not to believe messengers who tell us all about the softness of God without talking about His sovereign power and His righteous justice. 

“Jeremiah’s sermon brought the fear of God into my soul. That sermon is printed for you, in your Bible’s today, in Jeremiah 25. This is one of the things Jeremiah would say,


5 ‘Turn now, every one of you, from his evil way and evil deeds…6 Do not go after other gods to serve and 
worship them, or provoke me to anger with the work of your hands. Then I will do you no harm’…8b Because 
you have not obeyed my words, 9 behold, I will send for all the tribes of the north, declares the Lord, and for 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and I will bring them against this land and its inhabitants, 
and against all these surrounding nations.’
“Jeremiah spoke of Nebuchadnezzar coming and conquering our people and our land. I remember praying that night, after hearing Jeremiah, that God would bring repentance to us as a Nation and, thus, heal our land. I had heard of the horrors King Nebuchadnezzar committed against any enemy he conquered and I was very, very afraid as a teenage boy. 

“A few weeks later, I awakened from my sleep to the sound of screams in the streets, ‘The Babylonians are here. They have broken through the walls. Run for your lives!’ I looked outside my home and fires were set everywhere. People were rushing through the streets in utter chaos. Babylonian soldiers slashed down with their swords upon men, women, and children. My dad rushed into our room and told me and my brothers to flee as fast as we could out of the city. I told him I wanted to stay with him and fight, but he insisted. He put his hands upon my head and he asked God to bless me. He told me to remember the God of Israel who redeems those who humble themselves and who hears their cries. “Little did I know I would never, ever see my dad or my mom ever again.

“I made my way out into the streets and I found my three best buddies: Daniel, Azariah, and Mishael. We tried to sneak away but a group of soldiers found us, and since we were young men, they captured us alive but they were not so kind to my sweet little brothers and sisters who were with me.
“We were taken away, far into Babylon, where a group of us were introduced to a stern man whose name was Ashpenaz. He chose the four of us to stay and serve in the king’s house. We did not know the language, but we learned very quickly. Our survival depended upon it. The faster we learned the more favors Ashpenaz gave to us. He said we were lucky because we were young, handsome, intelligent, and gifted. But, we knew luck had nothing to do with this. We knew God had a plan for us to bring Him glory and we felt God’s hand of protection upon us.

“We prayed each night together and talked about God and His redemption. We did not know what the future held for us, but we did know the One who did. We committed ourselves to worshipping God alone in this country filled with idols. Ashpenaz did, indeed, treat us very well and he said as long as we were useful we would be cared for.
“We were enrolled in a three-year training program to see if we qualified to serve in the king’s palace. Our names were changed to those names that would honor the Babylonian gods. You might know me better by the name ‘Shadrach’, but Hananiah is my name. 

“God tested our faith right from the beginning. We were given foods and wine to drink YAHWAH would forbid us to eat and drink. Daniel, the leader of the four of us, appealed for the four of us to eat only vegetables and drink only water. We purposed our hearts not to defile ourselves by the world around us, though the world was crushing us with pressure. Without a purpose firm we would cave into the pressures to conform to this world around us and to leave the God whom we love.

“Friend, I know how hard the world presses itself against you. I have experienced that. And, I know it seems very risky for you, in your day, to obey God in the face of a world that rejects Him, but trust YAHWAH. Obey Him. He is the Rewarder of those who seek after Him. 

“The principle I learned from that time in my life was: Obedience never forfeits the best things in life. We never need to fear that. Obedience always invites in the best things in life. 

“At first, Ashpenaz was not going to let us eat food that honored God, but Daniel proposed a ten-day trial. You know what, at the end of ten days we were stronger, healthier, and more focused than any of the other young men who were in this program. We passed the three year class and became members of the king’s team of wise men. We thought life was going to be easy from then on, but, boy, were we wrong!

“God sends trials to us to test us and to ready us for Heaven. We do not like the trials, but they are Heaven sent and they are given by God. God is sovereign and He always has a kind purpose for our earthy troubles. We need to remember that. 

“After serving in the king’s service for about a year, King Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that sent terror through his bones and his spirit was so troubled by this dream he could not sleep or rest. It was through this incident that Daniel, Mishael, Azariah, and learned God is sovereign over kings and kingdoms, over history and happenings. God controls all things absolutely by the infinite power of His own hand. Nothing happens apart from His sovereign will; no event, no person, no molecule, or even atom acts apart from God’s wisdom and sovereign decree.
“I like what one of the modern pastors
 who lived only a little over one hundred years ago once said: ‘I believe that every particle of dust that dances in the sunbeam does not move an atom more or less than God wishes ― that every particle of spray that dashes against the steamboat has its orbit, as well as the sun in the heavens ― that the chaff from the hand of the winnower is steered as the stars in their courses. The creeping of an aphid over the rosebud is as much fixed as the march of the devastating pestilence ― the fall of … leaves from a poplar is as fully ordained as the tumbling of an avalanche.’ Is that not awesome?
“The Devil does regulate the affairs of man. Human governments do not order the events that happen. God does and He does so perfectly and completely. No matter how out of joint this world appears to be as a result of evil and the chaos evil brings, know this, God is moving in and through all events, in and through all peoples, toward a glorious end. God is not thwarted by His creatures; He is not ruled by His creatures. He, alone, holds the scepter in His hand.

“I know this Doctrine of God’s Sovereignty raises all kinds of questions. I was slow in accepting it as well, but now I know Him to be sovereign and I view all of life differently as a result. I find greater depth in my worship, greater comfort in my afflictions, greater humility in my daily walk, greater security in times of danger, and greater confidence for the future.

“King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream plagued him in the most severe way. He tossed and turned each night upon his bed. During the day he could not concentrate on any other concern. He believed deeply this was not an ordinary dream and he was right. God was communicating to him. The first truth of this event taught me about God’s sovereignty and that is: God sends trouble to reveal his glory to individuals and to peoples.
“God sent trouble to Nebuchadnezzar. This was a God-sent dream for a God-sent purpose, and it is interesting, is it not, because of all the people in my world, we would have thought Nebuchadnezzar would be the last person who would have any trouble at all. He had myriads of servants upon his hand. He had untold wealth. He had power. At the snap of his finger he could order almost anything to happen and it would happen. How does this man become troubled in his soul?

“God sends troubles to the souls of the rich and powerful as well as to the poor and meager, and He sent trouble to Nebuchadnezzar. What trouble God sends cannot be avoided and Nebuchadnezzar wanted to avoid it but he could not. 

“Is your soul troubled with something in your life? Do not assign the origin of your trouble to the problems in your workplace, to fate, to Congress, a president, to illness, or to a host of other secondary causes. There is only one primary cause of our trouble and that is God. We might not like our trouble, but God has sent it to us for a very good and wise purpose. We can trust Him. Let us submit to Him who is sovereign over all.

“Job, a man who lived well before me, understood God is the primary cause, the Sovereign Ruler over all. Remember what his despairing wife told him, ‘to curse God and die,’
 but he said to her, ‘Shall we receive good from God, and not adversity from Him?’


21 And he said, “Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return. The Lord gave, and the 
Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”
“That is what worship is.

“The king was so troubled he called his wise men and magicians into his presence. He said, “I had a dream. In order for me to know you are giving to me the correct interpretation of the dream, you must not only tell me the interpretation, but you must tell me what the dream is.’ You should have seen their protests. They said to the king, ‘King, no king has ever asked for such a thing. How can we know the dream? We are not one of the gods. Only the gods can know that.’ How confused their feeble minds were. They thought they knew everything and when the king came to them, they thought, in their pride, they would be rewarded. But, instead, the king told them if they did not tell him the dream along with its interpretation, they would surely die and King Nebuchadnezzar never puts anyone to an easy death.

“This troubled them deeply. The word came out to us, finally, that all the wise men, and we were in that group, must be put to death. That was the king’s decree. 

“These poor, wise men of Babylon did not know God and as a result, they did not understand the second truth: God alone hold the keys to wisdom and knowledge. You see, if God does not reveal wisdom and knowledge regarding the spiritual realm to us, we have no wisdom and knowledge. But, God, He is light and in Him there is no darkness.
 He perfectly knows everything,
 both actual and possible. There is nothing that is outside of God’s domain of knowledge. 
“We were quite taken by surprise by the king’s command. We did not expect him to make this demand, but God was not surprised by the king’s demand. He knew exactly how this king would respond to this dream. He had it all in His plan. Not only is God infinitely knowledgeable, but He is also infinitely wise. He always makes the best use of the knowledge that is His. The Apostle Paul would write, ‘Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God. How unsearchable are His judgments, how inscrutable are His ways, for who has known the mind of the Lord or who has been His counselor?’
 

“The infinite knowledge and wisdom of God is both a terror and a comfort is it not? What a terror it is if we are unrepentant and we have not humbled ourselves before God and received grace. What a terror to think God knows everything about me, even my inward thoughts. Scripture says no creature is hidden from His sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of Him to whom we must give an account.
 What a terror it is to those who are, yet, unforgiven and unredeemed. But, to those who are wrapped in His grace, what a great comfort it is. He knows every sin of ours, yet He says the blood of Jesus, His Son, cleanses us from all our sins.
 Is that not awesome?
“There is not a sin God will discover some day which you or I have committed and He will say, ‘Oh, I did not know that was committed. I must rethink my salvation.’ No, God already knows that and that is why it is so important to confess our sins before Him everyday and come before Him cleanly. He already knows.

“Only Jesus can turn the infinite knowledge of God from a terror into a triumph. Do you have Jesus? 

“Daniel had made friends with the captain of the royal guard, Arioch. He came to Arioch upon hearing the decree, rather than flee like all the other ‘wise men’. They were trying to get out of the realm. But, Daniel approached Arioch and he said, ‘Arioch, tell me the story,’ and Arioch told him the story. Daniel said, ‘Arioch, can you get me an audience with the king. I believe God will reveal this to us.’ 

“Daniel got an audience with the king, and he asked the king for some time. Daniel came back to us with a smile on his face and he said, ‘Nebuchadnezzar has given us some time,’ and we fell on our knees and we began to pray. How are we going to know a dream that was dreamed by a king in a restless night? How would we ever know such a thing? We could never guess it, but we had a God with whom we were in a relationship who knew everything and we began to pray. As we prayed together, God met us.

“Beloved, I want to encourage you to know what a precious treasure it is to pray with Christian, believing friends. Praying friends are treasured friends and who good it is to share life by drawing near to God, especially in these times of struggle and crisis, at the throne of grace. How good it is to call out to God together and then for God to answer and for to be glorified through it. 

“That night we prayed boldly. We prayed fervently. We prayed in faith and God answered our prayer. We knew we needed wisdom and we knew God possessed it. We knew God would hear the humble cries of His own. God said to us, “Call unto Me and I will answer you,’
 and He answered us. Beloved, I want you to know, if you lack wisdom for anything, God invites you, through His Word, to call out upon Him and ask Him. He is the kind of a God who gives generously to every person without reproach.
“The third truth I learned about God’s sovereignty is: God answers our prayer for wisdom. Do you ever need wisdom from God as a result of some trouble in your life? God invites you to pray to Him. I believe He invites you to pray together with other believing friends. Call out to God. Call out to God in desperation. Call out to God in faith. Call out to God in fervency. God delights to hear the cries of His own.

“I love Proverbs 3:5-7 which says: ‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away from evil.’ This was true of every other wise man. They thought they could answer anything until they came to this test.
“God is not stingy in giving out His wisdom. God answers us even though we are undeserving.

“We found the answer to the prayer. God revealed it to Daniel and Daniel cried out, ‘Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, for wisdom and power belong to Him!’ When God answers prayers, take time to worship Him for His goodness and grace, will you not. We often forget that.

“Daniel, immediately after, was brought to the king to reveal the dream and its meaning. Daniel could have taken personal credit for the wisdom God had given to him. The king asked him, ‘Are you able to make known to me the dream I have seen and its interpretation?’ and Daniel immediately answered, ‘No, I am not, but there is a God in Heaven who reveals mysteries and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will take place in these latter days. All praise goes to God,’ and Daniel told Nebuchadnezzar his dream in great detail, a dream about the future, a dream compressed into this image, and a magnificent image it was. 

“It was impressive in its size. It was the size of one of your modern-day sky scrapers. It was impressive in its brilliance and beauty. Its head was made of gold, a chest of silver, then of bronze, iron down through the legs, and the feet were iron mixed with clay. But, then there was this stone cut out of a mountain and it came hurtling through the air and it struck the statue and smashed it to pieces so that it disintegrated. The wind blew, just as it blows upon chaff on the threshing floor, this image was scattered to the wind and it was no more.

“This dream, we came to discover, was not just about Nebuchadnezzar, but it was about the future and about God’s plan for the ages. In brief, it was about the kingdoms which would come after King Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom shriveled and became no more. 

“After Babylon, there would be another kingdom. What was future to us in this dream is history to you. There was the kingdom of the Meads and the Persians, which came after Babylon, underneath Cyrus. Then, following the kingdom of the Meads and the Persians, there was a bronze kingdom of Greece led by Alexander the Great. After Alexander the Great’s kingdom faded, there was another kingdom, a kingdom of iron, strong and powerful, and that was the Roman kingdom. It was during the Roman times a stone cut out of a mountain, a stone cut without hands, entered into this realm and entered into human history. That stone is a reference to none other than Jesus the Messiah, God come in the flesh, made without hands, born of a virgin, and born supernaturally. 

“That Stone entered into the Roman kingdom and it declared truth to us and it declared life and the Stone turned the world upside down. But, what is the rest of this, these feet made of iron and clay? The fourth truth we learned is: God sovereignly controls all the kingdoms of the earth, because God told Nebuchadnezzar what was going to take place in the future and we know that to be true. That has already happened, except there is one part of it which yet is to come.  

“The final truth about God’s sovereignty is this: God will send His Son to establish His Kingdom and to rule in power and in glory. In the Bible, from out text, we read, ‘And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever. Inasmuch as you saw that a stone was cut out of the mountain without hands and that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold, the great God has made known to the king what will take place in the future; so the dream is true, and its interpretation is trustworthy.’

“What is God’s plan next on His Kingdom program? It is to bring about another Kingdom made partly of iron and partly of clay. It will have ten toes, ten nations coming out of the Roman kingdom which was once established completely of iron. It will be a mixture of ten nations. The last event will be this Stone coming out of the mountain to crush all these kingdoms. In other words, all the kings of the earth will matter not one bit. At that day, you will open history books and all those other kingdoms, in all their glory, will have vanished because of the glory and brilliance of this Kingdom to be established and which will never, ever have an end. It will be established by God’s Son Jesus Christ, this huge Mountain which fills the whole earth.

“Jesus says, ‘When the Son of Man comes in glory, and all the angels with Him, He will sit on His glorious throne.’

“In the Book of Revelation, which we did not have in our day, but you have it in yours, John would say, ‘Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses.  From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty.  On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.’
 Glory to God in the highest!
“You see, our God is sovereign over human history and this is how He will bring all human history to a close. The question is: Are you ready? Jesus, when He was here, foretold of His Second Coming, ‘But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, thinking, “This is the kingdom that will last forever.” That is what they thought. There was not going to be an end to the present status of this earthly kingdom, ‘until the day when Noah entered the ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man…Therefore, stay awake, because you do not know the day of the coming of the Son of Man.’

“I leave you with this story hoping you will rejoice God is sovereign. He is sovereign over our troubles and our sufferings. He is sovereign over wisdom and knowledge. He is sovereign in answering our prayers. He is sovereign over all the kingdoms of this world. And, He is sovereign over our future. 

“Finally, I want to tell you He is sovereign over our salvation. God calls each one of us to repent of our sin and believe in Jesus in order to be forgiven and have eternal life. Yet, the truth is, none of us would turn to Him were it not for His powerful grace at work in our lives to make our blind eyes to see, our lame legs to walk, and our dead souls to be made alive.
“This week I was able to be with your pastor. By the way, he is a very wonderful man! (Laughter) I was able to be with him at youth camp. Let me share one story which took place in one of the teenager’s life. It was at the end of the camp and the camp counselor, with some other teens, were talking about the week and pressing spiritual applications. One of the teenagers said, “I have not yet believed in Jesus. I have not given my life to Him. I am not a Christian. I think it will probably take at least a couple of years before that will happen.” This counselor, who was such a wise man, cautioned him with a verse from John 6:44, ‘No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day.’ He told him he must think of his salvation as in his own hands, for it is not, that he could not come unless the Father, in grace, first drew him. 

“Another teenage boy added to the encouragement, ‘Jesus says, “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”’
 This young teenager looked upon the counselor and the other teenage boys and after sharing some things, he said, ‘You know, I think the Father is drawing me,’ and together they bowed their heads and he embraced Jesus.
“How about you? Is the Father drawing you? Can you sense His sovereign hand at work in your life? If He is, yield to Him. Humble yourself and believe. You will never regret it. Amen.”
� Charles Spurgeon
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