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Straining Toward the Goal

 17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in 
us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross 
of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on 
earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who 
will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all 
things to himself.
What is the point of the Christian life? If one has been a committed Christian for very long, one may be confused on this central question. In today’s Christian world we have access to books, conferences, seminars, websites, radio programs, and a myriad of Bible teachers. It is wonderful. But, with all of the various voices we listen to, we sometimes loose the central and simple purpose God calls us to in the Gospel. 

We attend one seminar on evangelism, another on missions, another on spiritual gifts, another on marriage and family, another on orphan care, another on inductive Bible study, another on prayer and fasting, another on biblical counseling, another on compassion ministries, and the list goes on. Each seminar offers great truth, so good in fact, we are motivated to devote our life to what we have just heard and learned. But, these good focuses begin to compete with each other for our attention and our energies. The goal of the Christian life then begins to grow and expand and we get confused regarding the simple question: What is the point of the Christian life?

Paul simplifies his answer to this question in Philippians 3,


8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 
sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ…13b But 
one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
Paul was a “one thing” man. He has one thing on his mind, one thing on his heart, one thing in his sights. What is the goal? What is the point of the Christian life? Paul tells us it is really quite simple: the whole point of the Christian life is to know Jesus Christ and to become like Him. That is it! Christ and Christ-likeness is the prize we pursue and for which we are pressing on. That is the upward call. That is the focus of our whole life.

For the Christian, Jesus is the unifying center to everything we are and do. We do missions in order we might know Christ and become like Jesus. We care for orphans that we might know Christ and become like Jesus. We pray, we fast, we worship, we evangelize, we study the Bible, we use our spiritual gifts for the one purpose of knowing Christ and becoming like Jesus. Paul tells us, “This one thing I do: I press on toward the goal of knowing Jesus and becoming like Jesus. Jesus is the center of everything for me.” 

Do you wish to be a “one thing” man or a “one thing” woman? Do you wish to set aside all of the distractions in your life, those temporal things which steer you away from that one thing of knowing Jesus and becoming like Jesus? 

Paul gives to us that great example. If we want to have that one thing in our life and to know Jesus and to become like Jesus, we must press on, apply energy, strain forward and exert maximum effort to gain Him. We cannot be complacent or lackadaisical as a Christian or in our faith. 

What must we practically do to press on and what does it mean to “press on toward the goal”? The Bible is an eminently, practical Book and in our text the Apostle Paul gives to us four practices to pursue to help us to press on so that we might know Christ and become like Jesus.

The first practice is to mimic healthy examples. This is what Paul is encouraging,

17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in 
us.
He is calling the church together, while it is an individual call, to mimic healthy examples, but it is also for the church, that we do this together. Much can be learned from books and sermons and seminars, but nothing can replace the value of healthy examples. Examples provide for us opportunities to see truth lived out in the context of a real world and then to practice that truth in front of those examples who can instruct us as we press on toward knowing Christ and becoming like Him. 

Paul boldly sets himself as an example for us as to how to press on, how to know Christ, and to become like Him. Right away, when we read Paul’s writing to join in imitating him, someone will protest, “That seems so proud and arrogant. How dare Paul tell us we need to imitate him and his life. What an ego he must have.”

I have four responses to this charge of arrogance. First, Paul does not set himself as an example of perfection. He has already written, on two occasions, in the context. The first is,


12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ 
Jesus has made me his own.
He is admitting he has not fully arrived yet. He is not setting himself as an example of one who has arrived, but as an example of one who is making progress.

Secondly, Paul does not say he is the only example to follow. He does not say, “Imitate me and only me.” In fact, when we look closer at that verse, he says,


17b and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in us.
Here I believe he is talking about Timothy and Epaphroditus, elders, and deacons he addresses from Philippians 1:1, as he introduces this letter. He is assuming they are examples of godly living and of pressing on toward knowing Christ and walking according to Christ Jesus, which others can look at and imitate, and he encourages them to do so.
Third, Paul has already taught the truth that any progress we make in faith is not because of our own self-effort and it is not something we can boast about, but it is because God is working His grace in us so we can know Christ and we can be like Christ so that we can both will and do His good pleasure,


2:12b …work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure.
Paul is not taking any credit for any of the progress he has made in knowing Christ and becoming like Him. God is receiving all the glory. The principle we learn is: the progress in our pursuit of Christ-likeness is not a cause of boasting for us, but it is a cause of praising for Christ. All glory belongs to Him.
Fourth, to the charge Paul is being arrogant and setting himself as an example, I would say it is not arrogant to be an example to others, but it, rather, courageous and humbling. Not many want to be an example because it is a daunting position to hold. They know being a role model will cause their life to come under greater scrutiny and greater judgment. It will set a higher standard for them to live by and they may say, “I do not want it. Who wants that hassle?” Paul raises his hand and says, “I will accept the weight of this responsibility for your sake so you might be able to experience the joy, the peace, the pleasure, and the righteousness of Christ. Imitate me.” This is not the invitation of an ego maniac. It is the invitation of a humble heart who simply knows Jesus and who wants to know more. 

Who really is arrogant? Is it the person who says, “Do as I say, but not as I do. I will tell you some things you need to do because they are good practices in life, but I follow a different set of rules.” Or, is the person who says, “Here is what God teaches. I am humbly striving. I have not arrived there yet, but I am humbly striving toward it. Imitate me as I pursue Christ.” Who really is the arrogant one? We know the arrogant one is the one who says, “Here are all of the right things to do, but do not follow me because I follow a different set of rules.” Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for that very thing in Matthew 23,


4 “They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people's shoulders, but they themselves are not 
willing to move them with their finger.”

Paul is telling them to go ahead and do as they say, but do not do as they do because they do not practice what they preach. 
Paul urges each one of us, then, to find an example of godly Christian living and find someone who is knowing Jesus Christ and growing in their knowledge of Christ and growing in their pursuit of becoming like Jesus.  We are to find that person, watch them closely, and get into a relationship with them and then imitate them. If we want to press on, we need that. Everyone of us needs that.

Why is an example so very vital to our pressing on? It is because we learn by watching others. We are motivated by watching others. Little children learn by imitating their parents in the way they talk, in their mannerisms, in their life skills, in their sense of humor. We learn by watching others and imitating them. 

Recently, my youngest son was working on an Eagle Scout project at the Christian Center. There is a man in our church whom he called and asked him to come and help him build a shed and pour concrete. Jackson does not know much about that. Marv Souder came out and he spent the day with Jackson and he showed him how to build a shed. He demonstrated to the others there how to swing a hammer and pound nails. They watched him and then they did it. They looked at the example he was setting for them and that is how they learned and how they accomplished the project. That is how we all accomplish any real skill in life. It is a skill to live a godly life. It is a skill to know Christ. It is a skill to become like Him.

There are three applications. First, look for healthy examples of people who can lead you toward Christ-likeness and stay in contact with them. Be intentional about finding these examples. Pursue a personal relationship. Do not loose them; hold onto them and keep them in front of you.

In the previous study, I mentioned I ran cross-country in high school. At the beginning of each race, when we would go to another school’s course, we were given a brief jog through to show the various turns and paths needed to take to stay in the race. It was my first year and I knew there would be many people ahead of me. I was kind of the “middle-of-the-packer”. I was also a little directionally challenged so I did not pay much attention when we were shown the course. I knew there would be someone I could follow. That worked throughout the year until we had a race at Glen Oak Park. I believe we were running against Spalding Academy or Bergen High School we were running against. They showed us the course which went through woods with many paths and twists and turns. It was more complicated than most courses, but I knew there would always be someone ahead of me and I would follow them. I would have an example and track with them. 
That was working though the first mile to mile and one-half of the race until we came to this big hill. I was staying in contact with one runner who seemed to be about the same running skill level as me. I was watching him and staying about ten feet behind him. When we go to the hill, he was better at hills than I was and he had  practiced this hill. He was extending his lead as we ran up the hill to the point he was about fifty yards ahead of me. Never fear, though, because I could still see him. He gets to the top of the hill and he disappears. I get to the top of the hill and two paths diverge in the wooded forest and this guy is no where to be seen. I choose a path and I am running along that path for about two hundred yards and I realize I chose the wrong path. I am disqualified and I am out of the race because I did not stay in contact with the person I was to be imitating and following.

There are a couple of principles to be learned from this story. First, it is important to listen to instructions so that if we get out of contact with the person we are imitating, we are still not completely lost and disqualified. It is important to listen to instructions and I did not do that.

But, it is, also, important to stay in contact with the people God sends to us to be our examples. Many people do not do that and many Christians fail here because they do not imitate godly examples of real people. They do not keep their eyes on them and they do not stay in the relationship. Do you have someone in your life, or someone’s, because I believe it is a plural relationship Paul is encouraging us toward, whom you can look to and say, “That person knows Christ and is becoming like Christ. I want to get to know them and get into a relationship with them so I can learn how to imitate them.” This is why church is so important.

The second application requires us to be a godly example for those who are following us. The church will not become healthy until it possesses a healthy core of people who are living a life in the pursuit of Jesus with all of their might. 
Any church will be a mixed batch. In other words, there will be some in the church who are not saved. There will be others in the church who are struggling with sin and sin habits and they are being ground down by the world and by temptations which wage war against their soul. That will happen in the church. I am glad there are those who are unbelievers and those who are struggling with sin and sin habits are in the church and a part of the church because the church, I believe, can help them.

But, every healthy church also has a group in it of men and women, young and old, who are saying, “It is my passion to know Christ and it is my passion to become like Him.” It is vital for a church to have such ones so the church might be a place of health and strength and growth for everyone who is in it. 

The key characteristic of a mentor, of a discipler, of a person to imitate, is not their likability, their head knowledge,  their intelligence, their charisma, their charm, or their success in life or in the workplace. The key characteristic of a person worthy of imitation is their walk, their lifestyle, the decisions they make and how they live daily from the time they wake up in the morning to the time they go to bed at night. That is why the Apostle Paul says, “Keep your eyes on those who walk, have a pattern of conduct, have a behavior, have habits of life, and core commitments to be desired and reflect this one thing: knowing Christ and becoming like Him.”

Parents, we will not teach our children to know Christ and become like Him unless we live a life with a single focus. It is impossible for us to do that apart from being that kind of an example. Children see right through the hypocrisy when parents tell one standard, but they live another. That is why it is so important for us to live humbly, and yet righteously, in our homes. Nothing destroys biblical discipleship quicker or more thoroughly than a phony example. But, nothing empowers biblical discipleship more than a leader’s life well lived. What is true of parents and their position of authority over their children is true of every position of authority, whether it is husbands, elders, Sunday school teachers. Blessed is the church filled with godly examples, young and old.
The Apostle Paul would say this to Timothy, in 1 Timothy 4,

12 Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in 
faith, in purity.
He is saying, “Yes, Timothy, you are a young man, but you are, also, a pastor, a spiritual leader in the church. Set an example and do not let anyone look down upon you as a result of your youth. Your life and your walk reflects Christ Himself.”

The third application to this practice of imitating, or mimicking, a good example is: simply refuse to follow bad examples in the Christian life. This leads us to practice number two which helps us to press on: reject bad examples. Paul tells us,

18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross 
of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on 
earthly things.
This is not just a few people in the church who are creating difficulty or leading others astray. Their walk and their behavior is such that they are acting as enemies of the cross of Christ and he names them in Verse 19. 

Paul is writing this with tears. He mourns over the fact that many who are in the church, and he is not talking about unbelievers and pagans outside of the church, who raise their hands and say they are a Christian, who are a part of the congregation in Philippi. There are many of these bad examples within the church who claim to be godly, but their walk and their life is such they are really enemies of the cross and they are doing and acting in ways which undermine the power of the Gospel, the presence of Christ in the church. 

Keep in mind, these enemies of the cross are not pagans blatantly worshipping other gods. These are people in the church who claim to follow Jesus, but their lives are aberrant to a life submitted to the lordship of Jesus. I believe this is a different group of people from the group Paul mentions at the beginning of Chapter 3, when he calls the Judaizers “dogs” and “mutilators of the flesh”. For this group of people, it is not just the doctrine they have which they have off center, but it is their lives and their behavior; it is what they are doing. They seem to be living lives of careless sin and living for the things of this world, the love of money, love of sexual sin, love of food and wine. Their lives renounce the cross and for all that which the cross stood. They are not suffering for the name of Jesus. They are sinning in the name of Jesus. 
Paul weeps over these bad examples. He shed tears over them. Why is he weeping? First, he longs to see followers of Jesus experience the joy of knowing Jesus and becoming like Jesus. He knows these bad examples. First, they are missing the point in the Christian life and they are, second, going to lead many away from the true joy of knowing Jesus and becoming like Him. He weeps because of their present condition.

Second, he also weeps because of their future condition and because of the destruction which will come upon them and the judgment God will bring.

As a pastor, I understand Paul’s deep sorrow. I, too, have often seen those who would confess Jesus with their mouth, yet they are living as enemies of the cross. Nothing is sadder to a shepherd’s heart. 

I have, also, seen young Christians choosing to follow people who are enemies of the cross. That, too, breaks our heart. I believe these have such an opportunity, first, to live for Christ and then those who follow these bad examples have such an opportunity to follow healthy examples. Why are they following men and women who’s lives fail to reflect the simple devotion to Jesus? It is because they are attracted by the worldly qualities of these men and women. That is why Paul is warning this church to reject these bad examples because he knows how winsome bad examples can be. They appear to have life together because they are so successful and effective in this world, but he is telling the church in Philippi, “Do not be fooled. Do not be impressed by worldly credentials.”

Worldly credentials appeal to our pride and they appear flashingly glorious. They awaken our emotions and they point us toward a section of this worldly kind of faith which is in opposition to the cross of Jesus. There is often a mystical allure behind these enemies of the cross which appeal to the flesh.
Paul gives four descriptions of these bad examples. First, their end is destruction. The direction of their lives will bring God’s judgment upon them as they stand before Him at the End Time. Paul is warning them of this truth. These likely would say, “Yes, I am rescued from God’s wrath,” and would not be concerned about the Day of Judgment whatsoever, because they are not thinking about it and what Scripture has to say to them regarding that Day and how they can be ready. They are likely very casual in referencing that Day, but Paul tells them, and he tells us, “Their day is destruction and the wrath of God will come upon them.”

I have had a sweet time of devotion with my son, Jackson. We have been going through Proverbs together. We read a proverb each day and talk about its life impact. We were reading Proverbs 5, which has to do with sexual sin. We discussed the sin of pornography which is predominant within the church and young people especially, but there is no age limit. I asked Jackson, “What helps you to say, ‘No!’, to this temptation?” I was very encouraged because he turned to Hebrews 10, and he said, “It is this passage, dad.”


26 For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a 
sacrifice for sins, 27 but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. 
28 Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 
29 How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot the 
Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the 
Spirit of grace? 30 For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will 
judge his people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
Talk about a sobering text of Scripture, to think about deliberate sin! Wow! I thank God He brought that Scripture to Jackson and how He brought it to my soul this week through him. 
Remember, Paul speaks of these bad examples with “tears in his eyes”. He weeps because he knows the end that is theirs. What a sobering word. Beloved, let us be careful of the examples we are following, but let us even be more careful of the example we are setting. 

Jesus warned of this kind of destruction in Mark 9,


42 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a great 
millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea.
Their end is destruction. That is a sobering word, is it not?

Paul’s second description tells us, “their god is their belly”. They let their physical bodies lead their choices and their commitments. Instead of asking, “What does God want me to do?” they ask the question throughout the day, “What do I want to do?” Whatever urges their body communicates to them, that is what they decide to pursue, “Do you want food, go ahead and eat. Eat all you want,” “Do you want alcohol drink?”, Do you want sexual pleasure? Fool around with your girlfriend or boyfriend. Watch pornography. Flirt on-line.”, “Do you want more things? Talk out that credit card and go shopping.”, “Do you want to pursue unrighteous game? Go into the casino and play the lottery.” Instead of being led by the Holy Spirit, they are led by their body’s impulses. They are doing what their body tells them they “should” do. And, they make decisions based upon their bodily appetites rather than upon God's Word and God’s precious Spirit. That is their description: their god is their belly.

This description causes me to ask: What drives the decisions of my daily life? I urge you, as you think about that question, be honest with yourself. What really drives the decisions of your daily life? Think of your day. Think of Monday. What drives those decisions? Is it your appetites or is it the Spirit of God? If you discover your belly drives much of what you do through out the day, please know God is a merciful and gracious God and if we confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from unrighteousness. It is not too late to press on and live for eternity. There is a better way to live than being driven by our physical appetites. 

Paul’s third description is: their glory is in their shame. They have so lost sight of Christ that the things they should be embarrassed by, they boast about. And, it is likely under the banner of Christian liberty and freedom they boast about these things.

Finally, their minds are earth bound because their “minds (are) set on earthly things”. They live as though tomorrow will be the same as today; everyone knows this world is not passing away. Beloved, the world is passing away. It is a very foolish way to live, to live today as though it is going to be the same as yesterday and as though tomorrow is going to be the same as today. If we live that way we will eat, drink, and be merry. This world is all there is so let us build bigger barns to store more stuff.
 But, this world is fading like the flower of the summer in the fall. 
Let us learn from a good example like Moses. His life is described this way in Hebrews 11, 


24 By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing 
rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He considered the 
reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward.
Moses was looking past this world and he was looking to eternity. So, our minds are not earthbound. Our minds are set in Heaven. We understand when Jesus says,


Mark 8:36 “For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?”

It profits us nothing because God has created us to live for eternity and He has created for us a joy which is eternal. That is why, in Colossians 3, God says,


2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.
What are some practices in order for us to press on? We grab hold of and imitate good examples. We reject bad examples.
The third description of pressing on toward the prize is: rejoice in your heavenly citizenship for our citizenship is in Heaven. Paul tells us, “I know the people of this world are going to live after the course of this world because that is where their citizenship is and that is where their home is. But, our Home is something entirely different.” 
The Bible divides humanity into two groups. There are peoples who are citizens of this present world and people who are citizens of Heaven. The people who are citizens of this world live for this world and that is all they are consumed about. They are consumed about the things of this world, the relationships of this world, access to power and influence, and the upward mobility of this world. That is what they think about and that is what they live for.

But, there is another group of people and they are citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven. Everyone who is born in this world is born, first, as a citizen of this world. If we are to be one of these who are citizens of Heaven, it is because we have changed and transferred our citizenship. We have renounced our citizenship of this world and we have embraced and applied for citizenship in Heaven. The Gospel tells us how to apply: we repent of sin and everything this world loves and we turn our back on it, and we come to Jesus Christ and ask, “Jesus, will You let me into Your Kingdom? Will You remember me? On the basis of Your death, burial, and resurrection, will You remember me and make me a citizen of Your Kingdom?” Guess what? God graciously does that for everyone who comes to Him. That is the great divide between all humanity and it is the only distinction which really matters.

Where are you? Can you say, “Yes, my citizenship is in Heaven.” If you cannot say that, there is nothing God or Scripture can say which will help you. This is where we start.

As we have gained access to citizenship in Heaven, we begin to realize that citizenship changes everything about our daily living. When we wake up in the morning we wake up thinking different kinds of thoughts, different priorities, different values, and different agenda from the person who is still a citizen of the kingdom of this world. We recognize we are not “home” and we long for Home and we look forward to the day when we will be Home and we want to prepare ourselves for Home. We are just strangers and aliens here. We do not expect to fit in. We expect to be a bunch of oddballs because we are foreigners here, but God has set us here. Yet, in this world He does not translate us immediately into Heaven. Why is that? It is so we can represent Heaven here. 
The city of Philippi was a Roman colony. One of the responsibilities of Roman citizens living in Philippi, though they were hundreds and hundreds of miles away from Rome, was to bring Rome and to live like a Roman wherever they were in the world, to bring a bit of Rome to this place. God has said, “As a citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven, you represent Me and your roll, as you are living as exiles and foreigners in this place, is to bring Heaven, first, internally, inside of you, and to know Christ and know the power of His resurrection so that you live a transformed life. But, also, then to live it out so the people around you would have a taste of Heaven as a result of the way you are living and as a result of your life being planted here.”

We see how this happens. In the culture we have, we have many people from different nations coming to live in the United States. If, for instance, one comes from China and one is a citizen of China and living for a time in the United States, if we entered into that home we would expect to see much of China’s culture in that home, in the food, the decorations, and the customs and habits. One part of one’s coming is they get to share their love for China and for their home with people who are not from China. If we came in we would have a certain kind of food, listen to a certain kind of music, and hear different kinds of stories. We would learn much about that person’s home because that person rejoices in that home. 
But, how much more right is it for us, who are citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven, the Perfect Kingdom, a Kingdom which has no end, living in a world completely broken, when we are living here, we are bringing this World, our Home, back here so people would understand in it, rejoice in it, and become a part of it? 

One who is pressing on is one who exudes Jesus to the point that wherever we are we are bringing the fragrance of Christ with us. We know we are foreigners here. We know we are not Home. We do not expect this place to be Home, but we do long for our future Home to be Home and we long to bring that Home here, even now, while we await it. 

Finally, our pressing on toward the prize means we await the return of our King,


20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform 
our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to 
himself.
As people who are pressing on toward the upward goal, we are people who love our Home, love our citizenship, think much about Home, and long for our true King to return and establish His Kingdom. 

This verse is about the Doctrine of the Second Coming of Jesus. This is what we are awaiting. Jesus promised He is coming back. While we are here, in this world, we await the promise to be fulfilled. The Doctrine of the Second Coming of Jesus is not a peripheral doctrine in Christianity. It is a central doctrine. It is so central, do you realize if you read the New Testament, from Matthew to Revelation, only four of those books would not mention and teach on the subject of the Second Coming? Twenty three of the twenty seven books teach it. Only Galatians, 2 John,3 John, and Philemon do not mention it. Every other book talks about the Second Coming and how we, as believers, anticipate Christ’s return, love Christ’s return, are motivated by Christ’s return, and a key to pressing on now, enduring the suffering and brokenness of this world, is we anticipate and long for the Second Coming of Jesus to be fulfilled. We long for the return of our King. 
Eager anticipation of the Lord’s return will change the way we behave because the temptation to sin loses its power when we expect to see Jesus at any moment. An eager anticipation of the Lord’s return gives us strength to endure suffering. We know our temporary suffering is going to be turned into eternal glory. An eager anticipation of the Lord’s return brings hope for our future. We know joyful days are always ahead for the man or woman who is in Jesus.

Notice, the Apostle Paul says,


21  (He) will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to 
subject all things to himself.
These lowly bodies of ours are wearing out. I know some of you are young and praise God for your youth, but you may not believe your bodies are wearing out. It does not seem like a very fast process, but there will be a day when you realize this and it will come sooner than what you anticipate. This could be an incredibly discouraging truth, that our lowly bodies are wearing out, were it not for the truth of the resurrection. These bodies were not designed to be immortal and they were not designed to live forever. But, we will receive, when Jesus returns, a body which is immortal and one which will be indestructible. It is hard to describe the transformation, but the Second Coming of Jesus causes us to think about this new body. I believe it is awesome to think about the new body which will be ours. It is helpful for us as we press on because that is what we are pressing toward. It is the glory we will share with Christ by receiving this immortal body.
This is the season leaves are falling. In our backyard we have a huge oak tree. Underneath a part of it is our deck and the deck is right below our bedroom windows. We keep our windows open, often times, to bring the cool air in. through the night, and particularly in the morning, I hear, “Bop, bop, bop”, acorns falling from the tree. It is fun to listen to them and it is a pleasant sound to me, but what is the relationship between those acorns and that huge tree? It is everything. That huge tree was once just a tiny acorn nut. What needed to happen for that acorn to start that tree in order for that tree to become a tree? It had to get into the ground and it had to die. Here we have this glorious tree that gives shade to the whole back yard. It is so beautiful.

That is the difference between this body and the body to come. It may not be close to being an equivalent, but it is an analogy. It is not awesome to think about that? These bodies we have now which are lowly will grow to become something we can hardly imagine in their glory and in their splendor. That is what we await. That is what is ours. 

Beloved, let us press on for this one thing: of knowing Christ and becoming like Him. That is the whole point of what it means to be a Christian. 
� Luke 12:18-19





