
  Close by 9:28 // 12:13 

The Cry of Faith 
Luke 18:1-14 

BBC, May 4, 2014 

Pastor Kevin Sauder 

It is good to gather with the redeemed to remember and celebrate Jesus, yes? Sometimes we come 

exuberant and full of rejoicing and praise.  And honestly sometimes we come hurting, broken, and 

desperate for hope as we sense that our faith is barely hanging on in the midst of all our troubles. 

 

Our message this morning is for those who are a bit battered and bruised.  For those who are weary and 

worn by their fight against evil.  For those who are being tempted to throw in the towel and give up.  Or 

for sure, this message is for all of us today, but if you have become confused, disheartened, 

disillusioned, or weary in your faith – please come close to His Word, and listen again with the ears of 

faith.   

 

Perhaps you have stopped praying by now.  O you believe that God is still good, and that He’s still there 

… somewhere, but He just doesn’t seem to be there for you. Some of you believe that if God was good, 

He would have fixed your problem already.  So now you see no other solution than to seek a more 

agreeable solution on your own.   

 

O this morning I invite you to cry out in faith again – asking God to make everything right out there [in 

your world], and in here [in your own soul].  I come to you this morning to encourage you to always 

pray and not to lose heart.  When you seek mercy and do not trust yourself, God hears and answers your 

prayer!  The final coming of Jesus is the perfect answer to all your heart’s longings.  So keep 

believing church! 

 

Flabby faith is not strong enough to endure the testing of this evil world.  Fickle faith quickly melts 

away when it doesn’t immediately deliver on our present whimsical demands. But that faith which 

comes from God, though it may often waver, will repeatedly rest its hope in God and endure to the end.   

 

Let me illustrate with a story from one of your lives this past week.  One of you sitting here this morning 

has recently placed your faith in Jesus Christ for the salvation of your sins.  You didn’t know how God 

would work out all the details, but you rejoiced when shortly after being made new in Christ, God 

provided you what seemed like a perfect job to meet your needs.  Only then did you discover that your 

new boss was an evil man…one who did everything possible to make your success at work difficult.  

Your faith wavered for sure, and you were sorely tempted to lose heart.  Your friends were praying for 

you – that God would help you to keep trusting Him, and continue doing what was right in the midst of a 

very difficult circumstance. Praying that somehow God would make all the wrongs right for your good. 

Many times your boss taunted you and threatened that you would even lose your job the next time 

management visited.  And then the management showed up, and called you into the meeting.  Your faith 

nearly gave way to fear and despair.  Until you heard the words, “We’ve fired your boss, and we can 

assure you that your job is safe with us.”   

 

O how answered prayer cheers the faith of God’s children!  And yes it should – for even when the evil 

boss is not fired, and the tyranny of evil continues its present crescendo – every prayer that is answered 
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gives testimony that all our heart-cries of faith will eventually receive their answer when Jesus comes 

back to set up His kingdom!   

 

Elect children of God, we must always pray and not lose heart.  We must continue asking God to make 

everything right – God alone is able to right all the wrongs both outside and inside of us! 

 

Today we continue our study of the parables – those verbal pictures that Jesus used to bring life-like 

color to his teaching.  Our Bibles are open to Luke 18, where we consider both the Parable of the Unjust 

Judge and the Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector.  

 

This profound teaching from our Lord Jesus makes the best sense when we understand that Jesus had 

just finished teaching about the timing of His second coming to set up His kingdom on this earth.  The 

disciples mistakenly thought Jesus would set up His Messianic kingdom on the earth right away (19:11).  

But in 18:31-33 Jesus clearly told the disciples that He must first die and be resurrected before His 

earthly reign would come.  His kingdom rule of righteousness on the earth was yet future. 

 

So look carefully with me at the preceding context of chapter 17. Jesus tells his disciples in verse 22 that 

“the days are coming when you will desire to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see 

it.” Christ’s second coming is going to be delayed longer than His disciples would wish.  Certainly there 

will be signs that accompany the Lord’s return which will be as obvious to God’s children as lightening 

in the sky, Noah’s flood, Sodom’s fiery destruction, and circling vultures which are all recognizable 

from afar.  But His coming to rule and set all things right is yet future.  

 

And so – lest we would become lose heart or give up or become weary or grow tired in the midst of our 

affliction before Jesus Christ, the Son of Man, returns to deliver us – Christ tells a parable so that we 

would, 

 

Always pray and do not lose heart (v. 1-8) 
 
This is pointed encouragement to continue to cry out in faith – to keep praying – and specifically to keep 

trusting that Christ’s kingdom will eventually come! So this parable is not about prayer in general – but 

the prayer of Luke 11:2 which says, “Father hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom come…” or the 

prayer that Jesus taught His disciples in Matthew 6:9-10, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”  Such prayer is a cry of faith 

– asking God to come and make all the wrongs right with His kingdom rule!  Asking God to come in 

judgment against the wicked, to bring justice and rescue to His chosen children! 

 

The message of this first parable must not be misunderstood.  Jesus is not teaching that “the squeaky 

wheel gets the grease,” or that if we just pester God long enough He’ll eventually respond. Rather, this 

parable encourages us that the character of God is so trustworthy that we can trust Him to make 

everything right in the end.  Deliverance is still coming!  Even when it seems impossible for justice to 

be restored, even when we are sorely persecuted and oppressed for our union with Jesus Christ, we can 

still have faith in God.  And our faith is expressed by continuing in prayer, for prayer is the language of 

faith. 
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So church, let’s stir up our faith this morning, for 

 

 Our Heavenly Father is not like the wicked judge (v. 2-6) 
 
This dear widow repeatedly cries for the judge to “give her justice.”  The meaning is to “make things 

right”  Vindicate me before my enemy!   

 

But Jesus instructs his disciples to listen to what the unrighteous judge says. We find the judge’s words 

to himself in verses 4-5 when he says, 

 

‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give 

her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.’  

 

Here we see an evil and wicked judge in his oppressive persecution of a defenseless widow.  He is not 

like our Heavenly Father at all!  This godless man only had contempt for people, and was shameless in 

his injustice.  He would refuse to help anyone until it became advantageous for himself to do so.  He was 

callous and insensitive, and selfishly motivated by his own ease and comfort.  He was very slow to do 

the right thing, and only would do what was right if it somehow would keep him from “getting a black 

eye.”     

 

But Jesus wishes to encourage his disciples this morning!  For though his kingdom rule on this earth 

may be delayed, our God is Just, He is Faithful, He is loving, He is good, and He is eager to rescue those 

who cry out to Him!  

 

In short, our God is Trustworthy! He always answers our prayers according to His time, and according 

to His good plan.  His ways are higher than our ways, and His thoughts are higher than our thoughts (Is 

55:8-9). In the final verdict He will show Himself to be entirely just, faithful, loving, good, and a God of 

eager & gracious rescue!   

 

Indeed this is the message of Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 7, 

 

Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a 
serpent? 11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father 
who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 
 

O believer – though your current path be difficult - you can trust God today. Don’t give up.  Though you 

may be sorely persecuted and afflicted by evil people, you can trust that God will all make it right when 

He comes to reign upon this earth. 

 

If the widow eventually received justice from a wicked judge, how much more certain is our rescue as 

the elect children of our Heavenly Father?  Indeed, 

 

 Our rescue is certain (v. 7a) 
 

…for “will not God give justice to His elect, who cry to him day and night?”  In other words, our 

Heavenly Father is not like the wicked judge in this parable, and God’s children are not like the widow 
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in this parable.   

 

She was a stranger – completely unknown to the judge.  She had no access to him, no legal assurance or 

clout, and no friend in the court.  Her only impossible hope was that somehow a wicked judge would 

finally do something righteous.   

 

But believer – though Christ’s earthly kingdom tarries, our final rescue is certain and our vindication is 

sure, for our Sovereign God has chosen us and called us His elect! He does not think of us as an 

obnoxious bag lady!  Ephesians 1:5 says, “In love He predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus 

Christ, according to the purpose of His will.”  He has adopted us as His own beloved children, granted 

us exceeding great and precious promises, and given us His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, as our great 

High Priest!  “Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy 

and find grace to help in time of need” (Heb 4:16).  

 

Though this world’s injustice grows heavier by the day, we ought not to lose courage, but rather let us 

pray continually – day and night – to our Good and Sovereign God!  Let us join with the cry of faith of 

the martyrs in Revelation 6:10, 

 

They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our 
blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 
 
This is the cry of faith!  But such cry knows not only that our rescue is certain but that, 

 

 Our rescue is coming (v. 7b-8) 
 
Christ is coming again church!  Feed your faith with this wonderous truth today lest you become 

impatient and cease to pray!  Your present stress can bring a sense of disappointment, and doubt can 

begin to gnaw away at your faith as you wonder if Christ will ever come back to make things right here.  

But wait a little longer, for notice our Reigning Lord’s reply to the cry of the martyrs in Revelation 6: 

 
Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and 
their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been. (Rev 6:11) 
 

In other words, the only reason that the earthly kingdom reign of Christ is being delayed is grace!  So 

that there is more time for other evil people (like ourselves) to repent and be ushered into God’s glory!  

God does not delay due to inactivity, but due to preparation.  Jesus says,  

 

“Will he delay long over them?  I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily.”  (v. 7b-8) 

 

So, as 2 Peter 3:9 teaches us,  

 

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 2 Peter 3:9 
 

God is yet preparing a people for His eternal possession!  Once the proper time is come and the number 

of the saved is complete, God will act and He will act speedily, or very soon!   
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It’s like when my wife had our first daughter Abby.  Jody longed for the delivery for weeks – it seemed 

like her pregnancy was going to go on and on…and then, when God said it was time for Abby to be 

born, it took just a few hours and she was here! 

 

Jesus is coming soon and fast.  So while our prayers don’t speed up when the Lord arrives – our prayers 

do express and build our faith in Christ while we wait for Him!  For notice the somber warning and 

humbling question at the end of verse 8, 

 

Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, [and certainly He is coming church!] will he find faith on 

earth?  

 

The question here is not whether or not God will keep His promises to us – but whether or not we will 

endure by trusting that He is indeed able to fulfill all of His promises on that last day.  The world is only 

going to grow worse and worse, and true faith is going to become more and more scarce. Christians will 

only endure by faith.  And faith speaks through prayer.  Prayer feeds faith, lifts drooping hands, and 

strengthens weak knees (Heb 12:12).   

 

So… Do you believe that God is coming to bring justice to His children? 
 

Then you will always pray and not give up.  You will not be surprised with the persecution and affliction 

that you encounter here in this evil age.  You will not think it strange concerning the fiery trials which 

continually test you. Rather you will join with the chorus of the redeemed down through the ages, crying 

out in faith, “Lord, come quickly!  And may Your Kingdom Come.”  Your cry of faith will continue in 

asking God to make everything right out there in this world…knowing that your Heavenly Father hears 

your every prayer, and will certainly answer it at the right time for the right reasons!  

 

I appreciate so much the lyrics of Laura Story’s modern hymn entitled, “Blessings”.  The last part of the 

song says, 

 

When friends betray us 

When darkness seems to win 

We know that pain reminds this heart 

That this is not, 

This is not our home 

It's not our home 

 

'Cause what if your blessings come through rain drops 

What if Your healing comes through tears 

What if a thousand sleepless nights are what it takes to know You're near 

 

What if my greatest disappointments or the aching of this life 

Is the revealing of a greater thirst this world can't satisfy 

What if trials of this life 

The rain, the storms, the hardest nights 

Are your mercies in disguise 
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Truly some of life’s most difficult trials are actually employed by God as His merciful agents to help us 

better know Jesus.  Suffering here and now releases our grip on this present world, and increases our 

affection for the world to come!  The coming of the Son of Man is the perfect answer to all of our 

heart’s longings.  And trials and persecution here reveal the true affections and love of our own hearts!   

 

So let me ask you, as you trust God to bring certain and swift justice to this world, are you trusting Him 

for rescue from your greatest danger? While you cry out in faith for God to make everything right in the 

world out there, are you also asking Him to make everything right in here?  Are you asking for God’s 

kingdom to reign and rule over your own heart and mind here and now? 

 

I believe these questions offer insight on why Jesus moves from the parable of the unjust judge 

immediately into the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector.  For the kind of righteousness that 

God brings is one that is first inward and within us, before it ever expresses itself in outward 

expressions. 

 

So, church, this morning I call us all to, 
 
Seek mercy and do not trust yourself (v. 9-14) while you wait for His kingdom to come. 
 
God doesn’t leave us waiting here on this earth so that we can be smug in our own self-righteousness, 

and treat all the rest of this world with contempt.  No way!  In fact this is not true faith at all. 

 

This familiar parable characterizes two men by their postures and their prayers.  Both went up to the 

temple to pray, likely at 9am or 3pm during the regular prayer times when a burnt offering would be 

offered for the sins of the people.  Here we learn that saving faith not only expresses itself in continual 

prayer, but in humble repentance before God.  And without such repentance, there is no faith.  Let us 

carefully consider our own hearts this morning church as we observe with the Pharisee that 

 

 Self-righteousness is blind to sin (v. 10-12) 
 

Jesus uses the Pharisee here as an example of one who trusted in himself that he was righteous.  Now we 

should not be surprised to think of a Pharisee as being righteous.  They were the religious leaders of 

Israel.  They were walking examples of righteousness, or so the people thought.  All of their lives were 

under control, in order, and outwardly conforming to the religious expectations of the day. 

 

But in verses 11-12, we see one of the huge problems of self-righteousness.  Consider this self-righteous 

man’s prayer, 

 

11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, 

extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all 

that I get.’ 

 

Here Jesus shows us plainly the common disease which is shared by all people – the deadly disease of 

thinking that I’m better than I really am.   
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This man is blind to his own sin.  Having compared himself with others, and found himself favorably 

situated, he believes that he is good enough as he is.  Instead of asking for God to make things right 

within himself… he believes himself to already be right enough the way he is, and turns his prayer into a 

merit recital – publicly boasting to all who would hear about how good he believes himself to be.  He 

has no sense of need.  No burden of sinfulness, and thus no confession or acknowledgement of sin.  

After all, when you minimize the holiness and supreme authority of God in your life, and you only 

measure yourselves against others, you end up redefining sin.  Sin becomes only those taboo activities or 

external actions that are frowned upon by society.  And when sin is so defined, then its cure is simply to 

separate oneself from those who would participate in such outwards acts of rebellion.  As long as you 

don’t steal and cheat, treat others poorly, or sleep around on your wife, or hang out with others who do 

these things, you’re better than most!  All you need yet to complete your self-salvation project is some 

cultural religious expressions – so that you can easily be outwardly identified as being a “holy 

person”…and your sins are all atoned for.  Such is the salvation plan for those who would trust in 

themselves … that they are righteous enough on their own.   

 

But this is not a faith that saves!  When Jesus comes again to judge the wicked and establish His reign 

upon the earth, will He find those who have faith in themselves, or those who have faith in Him alone? 

 

Friend can I be clear with you this morning?   

 

 God’s mercy is our only hope for righteousness. (v. 13) 
 

There is only one way that God is able to make everything right in here…in our hearts, between us and 

Him.  And the hated tax collector – the Jew who sold himself out to the Romans to extort taxes, and was 

actually a cultural picture of injustice to the Jewish people – teaches us all a lesson this morning that is 

imperative that we learn well.  Note his prayer of repentance in verse 13: 

 

But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, 

saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’ 

 

This man was well aware that he was a sinner. His shame was evident, and his guilt was clear.  Not 

believing himself worthy to draw near to the rest of the worshippers, and yet so desperate for relief from 

his sin that he was unbothered by their judgmental stares.  Repeatedly this man beats his breast, 

signifying that the greatest problem that he had was within him.  The greatest evil that needed to be 

made right under the reign of King Jesus was the evil within his own soul.  His was an inward problem.  

He refers to himself with the definite article in the original text… likely believing himself to be the 

worst sinner at worship that day. He has no merits to claim, no religious expressions to lean on, no hope 

for acceptance.  All he can do is plead for mercy!  And note well his cry of faith!! 

 

The word for mercy in verse 13 is not the typical NT word for mercy.  Here the tax collector literally 

says, “God, be propitious towards me.” In other words, “God, please remove your wrath from me.” As 

the burnt offering for sin is being offered on the altar and the smoke ascends upward to heaven, this man 

cries out in desperation and faith and say, “God, apply the atonement of that sacrifice to my sins!  Cover 

me and make me right with you again!  Forgive my sins – not because of justice – but because of your 

mercy!!”   

 



  Close by 9:28 // 12:13 

O church – we must learn the lesson of this parable today!  Faith doesn’t cry for justice!  Faith cries for 

mercy!  Faith doesn’t trust in the righteousness that God has already granted to us.  Our confidence is 

never in how far the Lord has brought us.  While we wait for the coming kingdom, our faith and hope is 

only in Christ and His work of mercy on our behalf! 

 

I like Milton Vincent’s helpful illustration in the highly recommended Gospel Primer.
1
  {pick up half-

full glass of water}.  Think about all of God’s blessings to you as water in a drinking cup. Are you a 

glass half-empty or glass half-full kind of person?  If you focus on the half that is empty, you will often 

be discontented and doubtful of God’s goodness.  But if you focus on the half that is full, you will be 

often thankful and humbled by God’s mercy towards you.  Certainly this latter approach is preferred, but 

Christian, please listen carefully… 

 

God’s Good News which is revealed to us through the Scripture provides a much more joyful 

perspective of faith than the glass half-full perspective!  The gospel reminds each of us first that what we 

actually deserve from a perfectly holy and righteous God is a full cup churning with His wrath and anger 

(Ps 75:8).  This is the cup which justice would demands for us to drink each day, for Romans 3:23 says 

that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” and Romans 6:23 declares that “The wages of 

sin is death.”  A holy God who has sovereign authority over all that He has made is worthy of perfect 

worship and love from his subjects.  And all who disobey him and live for themselves are subjected to 

His righteous and eternal punishment.   

 

Romans 3 goes on to tell us that “the righteousness of God [is given to us] through faith in Jesus Christ 

for all who believe. … [for those who believe] are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be 

received by faith.   

 

In short, “God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son 

of God.” (Jn 3:16-18).  So with this Gospel understanding it changes how I perceive my waiting for 

Christ’s coming kingdom in the midst of present evil, doesn’t it?   

 

In truth the question for our society full of evil and wickedness is not, “Why do bad things happen to 

good people,” but “Why do bad things happen to bad people?”  So then, with this understanding that 

what we deserve is a cup full of God’s wrath towards us in our sin, we see that to be handed a 

completely empty cup from God would be cause enough for infinite gratitude and praise!  And if there 

were just the tiniest drop of blessing contained in that otherwise empty cup, we should be blown away 

by the scandal of God’s unbelievable grace and kindness and mercy towards me!  But church, please 

listen carefully… in Christ God has made it so indeed our cup overflows (Ps 23:5) with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenly places in Christ (Eph 1:3)!  This should leave us dumbfounded with 

inexpressible joy!  That God has made a home for a sinner like me in Jesus, and pardoned my sins – 

adopted me, granted me an eternal inheritance with Christ, set his love upon me, and granted me joy in 

His presence forever should overwhelm my soul with humility and worship!!   

 

                                                 
1
 Gospel Primer, Milton Vincent, 47-48. 
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And while I wait for my coming King, and I look at my present circumstances in this world … the 

Gospel makes me first thankful for the wrath that I am not presently receiving (the empty part of the cup 

has never looked so good, has it!) and I’m overwhelmed in thanksgiving with the blessings that God has 

given to me, instead of His wrath.  This then helps me to understand the parable of the Pharisee and the 

Tax Collector. 

 

True faith that saves allows for no boasting in the presence of God (1Cor 1:29).  We are made right with 

God by His mercy, as a gift, as He substitutes Christ into the place of our sin’s penalty, and transfers the 

blessings of His Son upon us. 

 

Jesus punctuates this teaching by saying, 

 

I tell you, this man [the tax collector] went down to his house justified, rather than the other [the 

Pharisee]. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be 

exalted.”   

 
You see,  

 

 Humility now brings future joy (v. 14) 
 
Nothing could have been more shocking than for Jesus to declare that a tax collector, the sinner par 

excellence, was more upright than the Pharisee. In his complete dependence upon God, the sinner who 

cries out is like those who receive the reign of God as a child (18:17).  And in the cry of faith, all that is 

within is immediately made right with God!  

 
To be clear, our humility doesn’t save us, or somehow earn God’s salvation or exaltation.  But humility 

is how we express our saving faith – believing that we are indeed sinners, and desperately lost apart 

from God’s intervention of mercy.  Faith and humility always walk together, just as do self-

righteousness and treating others with contempt. 

 
So Jesus teaches us today that faith expresses itself through prayer, and through humble repentance. And 

such humility and faith will be exalted when the Son of Man returns and establishes his eternal 

kingdom! 

 

So… Do you believe God makes you right with Him by faith in Christ alone? 
 

God is all about righting what is wrong in this world, and in our hearts.  So always pray and do not lose 

heart.  Seek God’s mercy, and never trust yourself for your standing with Him.   

 

Have you trusted in Christ for your salvation, and repented of your sins?  Have you repented of your 

own righteousness, and looked away from yourself for all of your hope (even looking away from who 

God has made you to be over the years), and are you trusting in Christ alone for your righteousness 

before our Holy God? 

 
The cry of faith asks God to make everything right out there, and in here. 
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O friend, today is a great day to pray, “Come, Lord Jesus Come.”  Pray first that Christ would come and 

reign in your own heart.  That God would apply His salvation to your soul, as you acknowledge your 

own sin and believe on Jesus!  And then join with the chorus of the redeemed praying for the coming of 

Christ’s earthly kingdom … knowing that your cry of faith will be heard and answered by our good and 

gracious Heavenly Father! 

 


