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Scriptural Text: Hosea 13, ESV
I thought it may be helpful to review the context of Hosea as we continue our study of the Minor Prophets. If we were to look at a timeline of the Old Testament, we would notice God created the world somewhere around 4,000 BC, with Adam and Eve. Then, approximately 2,000 years later, He chose Abraham and created a chosen people through the line of Abraham to be His children. Approximately 1,000 years later He anointed David as king to rule over His people as a forerunner of the coming King Himself, Jesus Christ, who was born approximately 3 – 4 BC. Historically our present study of the Minor Prophets focuses in on this time between King David and the birth of Jesus Christ. 

In 931 BC, the kingdom of Israel is divided into ten Northern Tribes called Israel and two Southern Tribes called Judah. Judah is led by King Solomon’s son, Rehoboam. But, the ten Northern Tribes are led by Jeroboam who is from the Tribe of Ephraim. Once the Davidic Kingdom is divided, idolatry begins to run rampant through the kingdom. It is just a matter of time before judgment is going to be meted out. 
In 722 BC the Assyrian army invades the Northern Tribes of Israel, takes them captive, and puts them into slavery and judgment for their idolatry. Just a few years later, in 586 BC, the Babylonians come along and take Judah into captivity. 

All the ministries of the Minor Prophets occurred in this time period, after the kingdom divides and before the four hundred years of prophetic silence, before the birth of Christ. This is the timeframe of all the Minor Prophets.

What does that have to do with our study of Hosea? As we have been studying Hosea it is important to know Hosea is ministering to the Northern Tribes in the years immediately before the Assyrian invasion, before they meet the judgment of God against their idolatry.

The Lord's Relentless Judgment on Israel
1 When Ephraim spoke, there was trembling;
    he was exalted in Israel,
    but he incurred guilt through Baal and died.
2 And now they sin more and more,
    and make for themselves metal images,
idols skillfully made of their silver,
    all of them the work of craftsmen.
It is said of them,
    “Those who offer human sacrifice kiss calves!”
3 Therefore they shall be like the morning mist
    or like the dew that goes early away,
like the chaff that swirls from the threshing floor
    or like smoke from a window.
4 But I am the Lord your God
    from the land of Egypt;
you know no God but me,
    and besides me there is no savior.
5 It was I who knew you in the wilderness,
    in the land of drought;
6 but when they had grazed, they became full,
    they were filled, and their heart was lifted up;
    therefore they forgot me.
7 So I am to them like a lion;
    like a leopard I will lurk beside the way.
8 I will fall upon them like a bear robbed of her cubs;
    I will tear open their breast,
and there I will devour them like a lion,
    as a wild beast would rip them open.
9 He destroys you, O Israel,
    for you are against me, against your helper.

10 Where now is your king, to save you in all your cities?
    Where are all your rulers—
those of whom you said,
    “Give me a king and princes”?
11 I gave you a king in my anger,
    and I took him away in my wrath.
12 The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up;
    his sin is kept in store.
13 The pangs of childbirth come for him,
    but he is an unwise son,
for at the right time he does not present himself
    at the opening of the womb.
14 Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol?
    Shall I redeem them from Death?
O Death, where are your plagues?
    O Sheol, where is your sting?
    Compassion is hidden from my eyes.
15 Though he may flourish among his brothers,
    the east wind, the wind of the Lord, shall come,
    rising from the wilderness,
and his fountain shall dry up;
    his spring shall be parched;
it shall strip his treasury
    of every precious thing.
16 Samaria shall bear her guilt,
    because she has rebelled against her God;
they shall fall by the sword;
    their little ones shall be dashed in pieces,
    and their pregnant women ripped open.
We need to remember, in this study of Hosea, the husband Hosea represents God and he is married to an unfaithful woman named Gomer. Gomer is continually faithless. She is continually adulterous in the multitude of her lovers, but God through His prophet Hosea is repeatedly demonstrating His love and His faithfulness and His mercy and His grace to her. It is no surprise the name Hosea means “Salvation” because this is a book about God’s faithful love to an unfaithful people. 

So, if we drag ourselves to church, despairing of our failures and feeling as though we have no hope because we have broken all of our promises, there is hope today. Today there is good news: God died in our place so that we can live in Him. Today is a day of faith. Today is a day of repentance. We can be freed from our idols and the coming wrath of God as we seek all we need in the finish work of Jesus Christ Himself, but we must listen to the strong warning of the Prophet Hosea. 

To begin, we consider the last verse of Hosea 12,
 “But the people of Israel have bitterly provoked the Lord, so the Lord will now sentence them to death.” This is the death penalty in payment for their sins. Hosea 13 is going to pull back the curtain for us in our study so that we can get a clearer picture of the wrath and anger of God.

God’s character is unceasingly gracious. God’s character is unceasingly faithful. God’s character is longsuffering, but He will never declared the guilty “innocent”. He is a Holy God. He is a God who is righteous and a God who executes perfect justice against all sin. It is important for us to learn this lesson. 

People like to whitewash God and make God very wimpy, but God actually has enemies and God will destroy everyone who rejects His love. Our God hates sin. Our God created Hell as an everlasting place of judgment and punishment for sin. God deserves worship and He is jealously angry when He is rejected for other so called “gods”. We must take a holy and awesome God seriously. If God is not our Savior, He will be our destroyer, 


1 When Ephraim spoke, there was trembling; he was exalted in Israel, but he incurred guilt through Baal 
and died.

We must remember Ephraim was the lead Tribe of the Northern Tribes of Israel. It was the Tribe of the kings. It was highly regarded for its power and its influence within the Kingdom, but instead of using this influence and power to show the glories of Christ, Ephraim led the Nation into the worship of idols. Is that not stunning? The people who were supernaturally rescued from Egypt by a great and might God were now worshipping statues of gold, silver, and wood: substitute Gods, such as Baal the male fertility god of the Canaanites. 

Verse 1 sounds the warning, “Baal worship, though it promises prosperity in life, only leads to guilt and death.” This is the first truth we must acknowledge: Our idols cannot deliver us. Do we believe that? Our idols are able to save us from the coming hatred of God against our sin. 

We must examine the idols we worship. For most of us it is probably not the male fertility god of Baal. No, in reality, an idol is anything or anyone who captures our heart, our mind, and our affections more than God. Idols cause us to ignore the True God in search of what we believe we need. So, we run to somewhere else beside God to find what we believe we need. 

If we are willing to cheat or cut corners in our business, or our taxes, then our love for money has become an idol for us. If we are willing to excuse biblical priorities and give all our life energies to our work or to our hobby, then we are bowing down to an idol called “success” or to an idol called “pleasure”.

Idols come in all shapes and sizes and they are often heavily disguised in our life, are they not? The single person who compromises what she knows is God’s best just so she can finally get married, has made marriage an idol because she believes marriage will finally make her happy. The parents who idolize their child and places their own identity in that child’s performance or that child’s reciprocal love back toward them, has made an idol out of that child. But, children, like all other idols, cannot provide all that is needed from the One and True God.

Pastor Brad Bigney, an ordained minister with the Evangelical Free Church of America, tells us, “An idol is anything or anyone that captures our hearts, minds, and affections more than God.”
 
What is the idol of choice today? Where do we find our self running for refuge? Before we get too hard on the Israelites for their worship of Baal, let us identity the idols in our own heart. Where do we run for refuge, comfort, or help instead of to God? What do we want so badly we are willing to sin against God to get it? What do we so badly we are willing to sin against God so that we do not loose it? 

These questions are worth thinking deeply about. If God alone is not our Savior, then God will be our destroyer. Our idols cannot deliver us. For what false god are we most tempted to live? Write that god down somewhere. For privacy sake, write down the first letter, but identify it. 
Dr. Louie Giglio, the pastor of Passion City Church, Atlanta, Georgia, and the founder of the Passion Movement, tells us, “Follow the trail of your time, your affection, your energy, you money, your loyalty and at the end of that trail you will find a throne and whomever or whatever is sitting on that throne is what you really worship.” Have we identified any false gods in our life this morning? Have we written it down? As we consider Hosea 13:1, we need to note our idols will only escort us to death. The wages of sin is death.
 Living for self brings death. Self-centered living results in death. Idolatry is a bad investment. Idols promise life and prosperity, but they never satisfy in the end.
Ephraim was culturally sophisticated. They were proud and exalted. They were respected as movers and shakers, but they were walking corpses. They had already died because idolatry brings death. The moment we look to anything or anyone outside of God to give to you what you need from God we die. Spiritual death is not seen on the outside right away, but the inward rot begins the moment we forget God and the moment we forget to worship God and begin to worship what is not God, this inward death spreads through our life like cancer until all of our character is corrupted with destruction and ruin.
Do we understand the tragedy of idolatry? Our idols come to nothing in the end. The only lasting effect of idol worship is multiplied dissatisfaction,


2 And now they sin more and more, and make for themselves metal images, idols skillfully made of their 
silver, all of them the work of craftsmen.
The Israelites are not content with just the worship of Baal, but now they must add to that worship other superstitions, other man-made rules and other man-made worship to attempt to add to their portfolio of things that “will satisfy me and make me happy.” 

Notice the complete stupidity of idolatry referenced at the end of Verse 2, they “make for themselves metal images, idols skillfully made of their silver, all of them the work of craftsmen.” This is their own man-made system of worship, yet they somehow believe it has supernatural power to deliver their own life. It is ironic, the very ones who created the idols believe somehow that created idol has some a power to deliver them. It is foolish, is it not, until we realize we do the exact same thing.

Have we ever made up some rules for ourselves in the name of religion and self-improvement and then slavishly we commit our self to living by these rules so that we can finally be “good enough”. Self-imposed regulations aimed to better our self is idol worship to the god of self-improvement or to the god of “let’s try harder”. Such proud idolatry aims to keep all of our own little religious rules, but all the while it betrays that the source of our confidence is actually in our rule-keeping and not in the finished work of Jesus Christ. Colossians 2 condemns such idolatry. The Apostle Paul writes,

20 If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, why, as if you were still alive in the world, 
do you submit to regulations— 21 “Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not touch” 22 (referring to things that 
all perish as they are used)—according to human precepts and teachings? 23 These have indeed an 
appearance of wisdom in promoting self-made religion and asceticism and severity to the body, but they 
are of no value in stopping the indulgence of the flesh.

The end of Hosea 13:2, demonstrates graphically how foolish idol worship is. The English Standard Version actually makes it sounds as though they were making child sacrifices. Indeed, there were times, unfortunately, in Israel’s history when they did stoop to such evil as that, but I believe in this passage, the reading of the Hebrew text is better to translate it as, “to these they are saying, ‘Sacrifice! Humans, kiss calves.’” The point is this: idol worship makes our life more and more debased and more and more wicked. 
Can we picture grown men kneeling down to kiss a calf statue and then somehow thinking they are spiritually off for having done so? What foolishness our pride is willing to embrace in our own attempts at self-atonement and self-perfection. Is our peace found in the keeping of our own rules today? This is very common.

I remember early in my Christian life when I actually believed I was more spiritual than other Christians simply because of how I dressed or because of what social events I did not attend. That is idolatry. Idolatry is often self-justified, but idol worship comes to nothing in the end,


3 Therefore they (meaning the idols and their goodness) shall be like the morning mist or like the dew that 
goes early away, like the chaff that swirls from the threshing floor or like smoke from a window.
For those of you who wear glasses, we can have a demonstration. Take off your glasses and fog the lenses of your glasses. Do you see that? It is gone. That is how long idols and all other goodness last. Sin and all of its pleasures are short lived. Idols and all of their benefits vanish at the first sunbeam of Holy Judgment. Sure and swift is the destruction God will bring to all those who trust in something other than Him for their hope. 


If God is not our Savior, He will destroy us and great will be our fall because our sin ignites the unstoppable anger of God. God’s rage against sin is relentless. Once excited, God’s anger must express itself fully, to all of its venting against our sin. 

We do not talk often enough about the Doctrine of God’s Anger, but it is something we must appreciate. It is interesting, in all of the Bible, it speaks more of God’s anger, God’s fury, and God’s wrath than it does about God’s love and God’s forgiveness. This is something we must realize: God’s anger is real; God’s anger destroys; God’s anger is not petty and it is not light; God’s anger is only satisfied in righteous judgment. It is rooted in His holiness. God’s wrath is revealed from Heaven as one of His many perfections of His character,


Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.
Because the God of the Bible is the only True God, He alone is worthy of worship and true adoration. All other worship is an offense against His worth and against His Word. It is no wonder our God will exhaust of His energies to punish those who pursue substitute goodness apart from His free offer of Himself. We must never forget God is a consuming Fire. He is not to be minimized. He is not to be forgotten,

4 But I am the Lord your God from the land of Egypt; you know no God but me, and besides me there is 
no savior. 5a It was I who knew you in the wilderness, in the land of drought…
The use of the words “know” in Verse 4 and “knew” in Verse 5 means God is using intimate language, such as “Adam knew his wife Eve and she conceived and brought forth a son.”
 God is using marriage language and God is reminding Israel He is the husband and they are in a marriage covenant and faithful relationship with Him. He is the One who redeemed them from slavery and He became their husband. 

God is using words very similar to The Ten Commandments, remind Israel they should have no other gods before Him.
 But, notice the tragic response of God’s bride,

6 but when they had grazed, they became full, they were filled, and their heart was lifted up; therefore they 
forgot me.
Can you sense the burning, welling anger of God? Who gave this people manna?
 Who sent the clouds of quail?
 Who brought water from a rock
 and brought them safe and sound into the Promised Land flowing with milk and honey?
 It was no one but God and God alone who did such wonders, but what was the people’s response to such grace? They had proud, forgetful, idolatrous hearts. 
Every time we sin we forget the goodness and the grace of God to us. If we are yelling at the kids, if we are twisting the truth so we do not look bad in front of people in church, if we are seeking escape from the pain through substance, alcohol, or the television, if we are putting our confidence or our hope in our internal laws of self-righteousness so we can know we are better than others and we are finally good enough, every sin betrays a Gospel amnesia that believes we need something besides God Himself to truly satisfy us. 

Instead of thanking God for His abundant goodness, the Israelites became earthly-minded. Their hearts became exalted believing somehow they deserved such wealth. They were better than others who did not have what they had, after all. Their pride was rooted in ingratitude which lead to self-reliance that forgot about God altogether. We need to deeply ponder Verse 6 for our own heart everyday. 

We are rich people and we, like the Israelites, have been twice full in our prosperity. In many ways we are spiritually fat. Are we puffed up with pride? Though we may forget God, God does not forget us. His rage is swelling against all false worship. We can run, but we cannot hide. Our God is a consuming fire and all false worship will be punished. God will not prosper us so that we can offer sacrifices and thanksgiving to our false gods. 

This is why Jonah exclaimed, in Jonah 2:8, from the very belly of the great fish, “Those who worship worthless idols forfeit the mercy that could be theirs.”
 Worldly prosperity lulls our heart to sleep, but all that glitters is not gold and it is possible to gain the whole world and loose our very soul.
 If our riches increase we are not to set our heart upon our riches. When we do we become headstrong and unsubmissive to God. We will satisfy our self with the comforts of this world and believe we need nothing more. 
The Prophet Hosea is warning us to wake up to the reality of a holy fury. How angry is God at sin? God describes Himself as four different, angry beasts who are unstoppable in their furious anger,


7 So I am to them like a lion; like a leopard I will lurk beside the way. 8 I will fall upon them like a bear 
robbed of her cubs; I will tear open their breast, and there I will devour them like a lion, as a wild beast 
would rip them open.
Israel is going to have to face an angry God and the fury and rage of such an angry God against their idolatry will be unthinkable in its reality. These verses are jolting when we read this text. God is the Destroyer of the wicked. He will use a Gentile nation called Assyria to execute His judgment, but it is God Himself who is on the attack. Through the warring nation the Shepherd of the Sheep has now become the greatest enemy of the sheep. 
This is the fate of all those who fall asleep in self-reliance and forgetfulness of God. If God is not our Savior, He is our destroyer. Our sin ignites the unstoppable anger of God. Our idols cannot deliver us from such holy fury. 

The reality of God’s Gospel is that nothing but God Himself can save us from God. Putting our eternal hope into the hands of an idol is like building a house out of sand right next to the seashore. Do not seek security in what cannot save. All other helpers will fail.

Why does God destroy Israel? 


9 He destroys you, O Israel, for you are against me, against your helper.
Is it not crazy and absolutely stunning how our pride can convince us it is bad to ask for help, “I am strong enough. I am smart enough. I do not need any help.” We refuse to acknowledge our weakness and we refuse to ask for help.
I remember one day, coming to work early in the morning, and I saw a man walking along the road, stumbling. It was clear to me he was drunk. As I pulled over and rolled down the window, I asked, “Sir, do you need some help?” “No……….no……….I am fine. I don’t need any help.” We do that all of the time, do we not in our own pride? Everyone else can see it and certainly God can see it. We need help, but we somehow believe we can improve our self if we just try a little bit harder or give it one more go.

Instead of running to God for help, Israel ran to earthly kings. The Prophet Hosea mocks the people with this truth. Hosea knows full well that during his own ministry, the Nation of Israel is in a major leadership crisis. They have had six different kings during the time of Hosea’s prophesying to them.
 Many of them move right along through assassination. They are in a major leadership crisis,


10 Where now is your king, to save you in all your cities? Where are all your rulers—those of whom you 
said, “Give me a king and princes”? 11 I gave you a king in my anger, and I took him away in my wrath.
What king in on the throne of our heart? Is our life experiencing a leadership crisis as well? Hear the taunting of the prophet and awaken to the reality all other helpers will fail. Nothing but God can save us from God. This is true because God knows all of our sins and every sin must be judged and paid for,

12 The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up; his sin is kept in store.

The record of Israel’s sin has been well documented and safely preserved for a day of judgment. The text tells us that. Do not believe that God is somehow is lenient toward us and that He will not judge every one of our sins just because we can “get by with it” right now. Every sin excites the anger of God and every sin must be judged and paid for. 

It is not as though God does not want to save Israel, it is that they refuse to ask God to save them and instead they are running to their own kings, their own foreign policy, their own wealth, and to their idols for their deliverance. 

Do you know how unnatural that is? It is unnatural as a child who breaches himself in the mother’s birth canal and refuses to be born,


13 The pangs of childbirth come for him, but he is an unwise son, for at the right time he does not present 
himself at the opening of the womb.
That is how unnatural our rejection is against a good and a great God. Idolatry is suicide and it brings death. 

The next part of our text begins with two questions which assume a negative answer. As we read them, we should assume the answer is, “No!”


14a Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol? (“No!”) Shall I redeem them from Death? (“No!”)
The point is this: every sin must be judged and paid for and rejecting God’s help will only result in our facing God’s wrath and anger for all of eternity. The prophet uses the next two questions to summon death to unleash its terrors upon the unrepentant people,


14b O Death, where are your plagues? O Sheol, where is your sting? Compassion is hidden from my eyes.
Plagues are the means of the coming death and the plague is the Assyrian army. Hosea is saying to bring the fear and the terror that come when faced with such a gruesome death. It is worth noting, as long as our idols are worshipped by people, God’s favor and mercy will not be extended. Every sin must be judged and paid for.

We come to a terrifying conclusion to this judgment against Israel’s sin,

15 Though he may flourish among his brothers, the east wind, the wind of the Lord, shall come, rising 
from the wilderness, and his fountain shall dry up; his spring shall be parched; it shall strip his treasury

of every precious thing.

Hosea is talking about Israel’s prosperity again. The east wind of Assyria is on its way. The sandstorm of God’s wrath is fast approaching and it will exterminate everyone who is living in their pride. Instead of saving them from their enemies, God will open the way for the Assyrians to take the land, enslave the people to harsh bondage, and loose everything they had previously thought valuable.
Samaria was the capital of Ephraim, the city of the kings in Northern Israel,


16 Samaria shall bear her guilt, because she has rebelled against her God; they shall fall by the sword; 

their little ones shall be dashed in pieces, and their pregnant women ripped open.
The end of the rebellion is horrifying and sickening. The prophet is warning them: though they believed their idols would bring them peace and prosperity and children, such false worship only angered God and brings death to the very children they believed Baal had given to them. 
The Nation had become so drunk on their idols they could no longer see the salvation available to them. They ran headlong into judgment, just like the buck deer is so captivated by the rut he throws all caution to the wind and runs right into his ruin. 

The prophet’s warning is nearly complete. The adulterous wife with all of her adulterous children will be judged and nothing but God Himself can save them from God. This is why Jesus is our greatest hope. Jesus Christ is God. Do you know that? He is the very Son of God who was sent to be born of a virgin around 4-3 BC. He kept the First and Great Commandment
 perfectly. He fulfilled the Law of God’s love. He kept all of the rules so that we do not have to. Our life is in Him. 

All the proud lies and perversion of idolatry will face the anger and judgment of God. The Holy God of Israel will burn hot in His jealous love against all sin. He sent Himself. It is stunning. He said, “Yes, my anger must be exerted to the end. The only way I can provide salvation for My people is if I Myself stand between My anger and their sins.” That is exactly what Jesus Christ did on that old rugged cross. He who knew no sin became sin for us so that we might be made in the righteousness of God in Him. The tomb is empty. 
Nothing but God can save us from God. That is, in fact, what Jesus is offering to us today. We can stop the self-improvement projects. We can stop the self-regulation idolatry. We can stop asking manmade opinions and manmade idols to give us an acceptable identity. Jesus has come and we are welcomed, we are accepted, we are embraced through Christ and His finished work. The Gospel offers everything we need to us and it requires nothing from us but that we would believe and receive.

We must identify our idols and turn from their deceptive lies. I encourage each of us, as we ponder this, that we would read through the Book of Galatians as is we have never read it before, and let the flood of the Gospel promises wash each soul and restore the joy of salvation in such a good and great God. Come to Him and receive the joyful refuge from the wrath that is to come. It is found in Jesus. 
� 14 Ephraim has given bitter provocation; so his Lord will leave his bloodguilt on him and will repay him 	for his disgraceful deeds.
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