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1 I will take my stand at my watchpost
    and station myself on the tower,
and look out to see what he will say to me,
    and what I will answer concerning my complaint.
The Righteous Shall Live by His Faith
2 And the Lord answered me:
“Write the vision;
    make it plain on tablets,
    so he may run who reads it.
3 For still the vision awaits its appointed time;
    it hastens to the end—it will not lie.
If it seems slow, wait for it;
    it will surely come; it will not delay.
4 “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him,
    but the righteous shall live by his faith.
5 “Moreover, wine is a traitor,
    an arrogant man who is never at rest.
His greed is as wide as Sheol;
    like death he has never enough.
He gathers for himself all nations
    and collects as his own all peoples.”
Woe to the Chaldeans
6 Shall not all these take up their taunt against him, with scoffing and riddles for him, and say,
“Woe to him who heaps up what is not his own—
    for how long?—
    and loads himself with pledges!”
7 Will not your debtors suddenly arise,
    and those awake who will make you tremble?
    Then you will be spoil for them.
8 Because you have plundered many nations,
    all the remnant of the peoples shall plunder you,
for the blood of man and violence to the earth,
    to cities and all who dwell in them.
9 “Woe to him who gets evil gain for his house,
    to set his nest on high,
    to be safe from the reach of harm!
10 You have devised shame for your house
    by cutting off many peoples;
    you have forfeited your life.
11 For the stone will cry out from the wall,
    and the beam from the woodwork respond.
12 “Woe to him who builds a town with blood
    and founds a city on iniquity!
13 Behold, is it not from the Lord of hosts
    that peoples labor merely for fire,
    and nations weary themselves for nothing?
14 For the earth will be filled
    with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord
    as the waters cover the sea.
15 “Woe to him who makes his neighbors drink—
    you pour out your wrath and make them drunk,
    in order to gaze at their nakedness!
16 You will have your fill of shame instead of glory.
    Drink, yourself, and show your uncircumcision!
The cup in the Lord's right hand
    will come around to you,
    and utter shame will come upon your glory!
17 The violence done to Lebanon will overwhelm you,
    as will the destruction of the beasts that terrified them,
for the blood of man and violence to the earth,
    to cities and all who dwell in them.
18 “What profit is an idol
    when its maker has shaped it,
    a metal image, a teacher of lies?
For its maker trusts in his own creation
    when he makes speechless idols!
19 Woe to him who says to a wooden thing, Awake;
    to a silent stone, Arise!
Can this teach?
Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver,
    and there is no breath at all in it.
20 But the Lord is in his holy temple;
    let all the earth keep silence before him.”
Communication drives healthy relationships. All healthy relationships enjoy very open and frank conversations with one another. Healthy relationships in the family, in the church, in the workplace, and elsewhere work to find paths of communication that allow for discussion upon any subject, even the most sensitive of subjects. 
Due to sin and selfishness, this kind of open communication is rare. It is never easy. It requires much hard work and courage. It is frequent when we hear people say such things as, “We just cannot go there! We cannot talk about that subject.” Healthy relationships work to fill the potholes on the paths of communication so that discussion can be had on any subject.

For instance, in my family, I desire for my wife and my sons to be free to be transparent and open with me. I communicate I want them to be able to ask me any question and share with me anything they have on their mind…and then I wince. Of course, I desire they would share whatever they have on their mind in love with respect, not in sinful anger, and I truly desire to build a path of communication so that my family feels to share, but there is risk. That is why, often times, we do not take that risk.

If I expect my family to feel safe and transparent with me I must expect some hard replies. If I ask the question, which I often do, “What can I do to be a better dad to you? What can I do to be a better husband to you?”, do you know what they say? No, you do not and I am not going to tell you. But, as we discuss those things I recognize I have to be willing to be patient with whatever answer they bring to me, and I must be willing to listen because I desire for the kind of communication where there is nothing, absolutely nothing, that is off of the table.

Relationships can only go as deep as our communication allows. This kind of transparent communication is absolutely essential within Jesus’ church. I think particularly of young men and young women growing up in Christian homes often have a host of questions. They have questions which many young people find they do not have a safe place in which to ask them: 
· Why is it you believe Jesus was born of a virgin, that He is God come in the flesh? 
· How can a loving God send anyone to Hell? I do not understand that. 
· What about the errors I have heard about in the Bible? 
· Why does the church believe homosexuality is a grievous sin against God? 
· Why would God allow my dad to get sick with cancer? 
· Why would God allow my parents to divorce? 

Such faith questions require the church to be a safe place. No one will ask questions in an environment in which they are not safe. Without a healthy path of communication young people will look for answers to those questions, but they will look for answers outside of the church. They will talk with the atheist professor in college. They will talk with their unredeemed friends. They will talk with a host of people. Sadly the church often communicates to young people, “Your questions are wrong. Simply stop asking them and trust us.” 

The church is right to desire to be a place in which we can be transparent and open with one another and where we can think through biblical responses with one another. What I love about Habakkuk is that he exemplifies this kind of open, honest conversation with God. They are conversations with God over matters that are emotionally and spiritually disturbing. Yet, Habakkuk feels great freedom to talk with God about this very sensitive subject. He does not just stuff his thoughts and feelings inside. He does not pull back into some spiritual corner to pout or ruminate in his own thoughts and despair. He does not give himself in anger or resentment toward God because, immediately, as he is disturbed he begins to talk and move toward the Lord in conversation.

Habakkuk knows God is sovereign all the affairs of mankind. He knows God is a God who works all things according to the counsel of His own will. All things are within His domain of sovereign working. Habakkuk is disturbed by what he sees is happening and he asking the question, “Why? Why, O Lord?”

By way of application, we are always right to talk boldly with God about every subject that disturbs or concerns us. It is right to avoid anger toward God or accuse God of wrongdoing. It is right avoid those sins, because they are sins, but it is always right for us to go the Lord with whatever concerns us. If we have the sin of being angry with God is it right for us to go, tell Him, and talk to Him about that. God, through Jesus, has opened up a path of communication, one that has been reconciled in which God now welcomes this relationship. He welcomes conversation. He welcomes our questions. He welcomes our concerns. God desires that we be real with Him. 

As we study our text, we recognize we are in the middle of a conversation Habakkuk is having with the Lord. Let us review the conversation from our previous study. 

Habakkuk opens Chapter 1 by asking, “Why, O Lord? Why do You allow sin to run rampant among Your own people? Why don’t You do something to change the dark spiritual climate of this Nation?” He is disturbed by the violence, the immorality, the idolatry, the dishonesty, and the greed he sees all around him. Inside of himself he seems to be in chaos and he asks, “Why is this? It should not be the way it is.”
God answers Habakkuk and He says, “Habakkuk, I will tell you something. While I am giving to you the answer you will not like it.” When God gives him the answer, indeed, he does not like it. God answers, “Habakkuk, I do notice that My people are in deep sin. It is not as though I have turned a blind eye to them. I will deal with their sin in My time. I will put an end to this rebellion and all of this wickedness that disturbs you. Here is the way I am going to do it: I am going to raise up the Babylonians and they will be My instrument of severely discipling My own people.”

Indeed, just as God predicts, this raises Habakkuk's concern rather than lowering it, “O Lord, why? Why would You use the Babylonians? I thought You would answer my request by bringing spiritual revival. Why would You use a people who are more godless, more idolatrous, more immoral, more wicked, and more cruel than we to discipline us, Your own people?” As we reconsider Habakkuk 1:12 and 17, we read, “O Lord, my God, my Holy One, You who are eternal, surely You do not plan to wipe us out, do You? O Lord, our Rock, You have sent these Babylonians to correct us and punish us for our many sins, but You are pure and cannot stand the sight of evil. Will You wink at the Babylonian’s treachery? Will You let them get away with this forever? Will they succeed forever in their heartless conquests?”
A second question arises and this is where we open Chapter 2, our text for this study. Chapter 1 does not resolve the conflict that is present in the conversation. Often, conflicts require time as well as conversation. We will discuss four necessities God gives to Habakkuk to help us when we are dealing with perplexing circumstances in life. The central idea behind Habakkuk 2 is found in Verse 4,

4b “…but the righteous shall live by his faith.”

We need faith. Have any of us ever been in Habakkuk's sandals? Have any of us ever been perplexed by God’s dealings in this world, or more particularly in our life? Have any of us ever wondered, “What is God doing and why is He doing it?”

Habakkuk 2 helps us to understand how we can move toward peace and joy and worship. God provides the four necessities, I believe, to help us when we are dealing with perplexing circumstances. 

The first necessity when we are perplexed is a readiness to listen to God,


1 I will take my stand at my watchpost and station myself on the tower, and look out to see what he will 
say to me, and what I will answer concerning my complaint.
At the end of Chapter 1, he is still asking this question,

17 Is he then to keep on emptying his net and mercilessly killing nations forever?
Habakkuk is asking, “Is this the way You are going to deal with the sin of Israel? I do not understand.” Habakkuk than takes a step back and says, “I need to take a rest for a moment because I am getting all churned up inside. Here is what I need to do. I need to take my stand at my watchpost.” Habakkuk is using a word picture, a metaphor, to help us to understand that he is telling himself he needs to act like a sentry on a wall. He recognizes he is so disturbed he is looking downward and inward in order to find answers and he is being more troubled. He knows he needs to take a step up and be like a sentry, waiting and watching, to see what happens.

Habakkuk recognizes he sees only a part of the picture. He is not seeing anymore by looking downward and inward, trapped in his own thoughts and the cycle of despair. He wants to get himself to a high and quiet place and there he will watch, look, and observe to find out what God’s perspective is. He does not have God’s perspective and he needs it. He recognizes he needs to take some time to ready his soul to listen. He needs to position himself up high so that he might be able to see what he does not presently see.

The application for us is: when we wait upon the Lord we do not get on top of some physical tower, but we take our self out and away from our own thoughts and thoughts of the world around us and we set our self upon the tower of Scripture, on the tower of God’s revelation. We need to find out what we are missing and we need a different perspective when we are perplexed and disturbed.

In this, Habakkuk follows a wise pattern of the psalmist Asaph in Psalm 73. In this psalm, Asaph is disturbed because he sees something very similar to what Habakkuk sees,

1 Truly God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart. 2 But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled,

my steps had nearly slipped. 3 For I was envious of the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.
This is the psalmist’s trouble. He looks around and he sees people who are disobeying God, who are careless in their life with God, and it seems as though they are prospering and everything is going well in their life. But, he is the one who is loosing his job, having money troubles, having conflicts in relationships, and the kids are going off doing troubling things. The wicked people seem as though they have everything together and they are prospering. He is ready to fall completely apart, spiritually, as a result of this conflict. All through this psalm, that is where Asaph is. He rolls over the many ways in which the wicked are prospering and in which he, himself, is being troubled,

16  But when I thought how to understand this, it seemed to me a wearisome task, 17 until I went into the 
sanctuary of God; then I discerned their end.

As long as Asaph was rolling this conflict and this disturbing observation inside his own thoughts it was a wearisome task and he was getting drained of all energy. He became so tired out by all of this. But, Asaph says the same thing Habakkuk is saying. He recognized he needed a different perspective, one not found within himself or with others around him. He needed the perspective only God could give to him. Habakkuk tells us he went up to a high tower to listen as a sentry would listen for the approach of the enemy, very focused and listening, to find out what God is going to say. The psalmist went into the sanctuary of the Lord, a place of worship, because he needed God’s perspective.
Whenever we are disturbed, are we not tempted to roll that disruption around in our own thoughts, believing somehow we could think our way out of it? Or, maybe we talk about the concern with other people, hoping the other people will give a new perspective, but they do not. Until we go to the sanctuary of the Lord we will have no peace and we will be worn out by our thoughts. Then God helps us to see something of an eternal matter and we will see how God is working in time for time, but He is working in time for eternity. We will see something bigger. That is what God does. He is the One who is from ever lasting to ever lasting. He is always bigger and broader and His thoughts are always higher than our thoughts. Then we can capture some of God’s thinking about our matter and we will gain a peace and we will be able to worship. 

When we are disturbed in our soul, we need outside perspective, and not just any outside perspective, but God’s outside perspective. Are there any circumstances in our life in which the more we think about those circumstances the more disturbed we become and the more we grow unsettled? I have been there. Whenever we have that happen to our self, it is an indication we do not have what we need to have in order find peace and joy, and in order to worship. We need something from God; we need God’s greater eternal perspective. 

The principle we learn is: Communing with God through His Word gives us a perspective that delivers us from our perplexity and into God’s peace. It is vital we position our self somehow, someway in a place where get alone, on a tower all by our self, and we simply listen to God and we listen through His Word. 

The second necessity when we are perplexed is a willingness to communicate God’s truth,

2 And the Lord answered me: “Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he may run who reads it.
God tells us He is going to give Habakkuk a vision, a revelation, of His future plan. This is important because Habakkuk is asking the question, “Why?” What does a “why” question often desire? It desires an explanation. But, God does not give to Habakkuk an explanation. God gives to Habakkuk a revelation and that is totally different. God does not logically go through and tell Habakkuk every piece the why of what He is doing exactly how He is doing it, but He gives to Habakkuk a bigger picture so he can see more of God and more of His glory. That will help Habakkuk with all of his troubling questions. When he gains a glimpse of God in His glory, then he will receive God’s grace and he will find peace and joy and hope.

Far more than we need an explanation to help us to understand God’s plan, we need a revelation to help us to worship God’s person. That is what God does when He tells Habakkuk to “write this vision because I am going to give to you a vision.”

Habakkuk is given a responsibility to write, to communicate. This is interesting because the words used, I believe, what they mean, “so he may run who reads it”. What does that mean? I believe it means that the words are to be written in such large letters so that someone running by will be able to read it. Billboards on the highway are written in big letters because we are traveling by at sixty miles an hour. Habakkuk is told to write the message on a billboard big enough so someone who is busy, who is not looking for a message, who is not contemplating God and who He is and what His plan is, will be able to see it, recognize it, and understand it. He is to write the message that even a person running through life would be able to recognize it is a message from the Lord.
When God does meet us in His Word to show us His glory and His goodness, He gives us the responsibility to share His truth boldly with others. This is bold because He wants everyone to see it. We are to write it big enough so someone who is running can read it. God reveals Himself through His Word to us, not just to minister to our soul, but also to use us as instruments in His hands.

If we are a Christian, that is to say we are born again, born from above, that we have the life of God dwelling in our soul as the result of the miracle of God’s grace through our faith in Jesus, God has done a miracle in us. We were once blind to Him. We were once dead in our sins. God spoke and He gave a life-giving Word so that He lifted our dead soul and raised it to have life. He caused our eyes to see His own glory in the face of Jesus. Now, as God has given to us life, as He has done that miracle, it is just only to bring a blessing to each of us, but it also to bring His blessing through us.

The Apostle Paul, in 2 Corinthians 5, communicates this idea when he says,


18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness 
of God.
God has given to us a ministry. He has entrusted us with a message. This is profound. God tells Habakkuk to write His message in really large letters.

The application we find from this is: if we find our self disturbed and we are waiting upon God for an answer, and God gives to us a revelation of His person so we are drawn near to Him, the next issue needing to happen is we are to write this revelation in large letters in our life so people running by our life will see that communication God has gifted us with, a word of grace, and that we might communicate God’s grace and God’s love to other. 

How well does a person have to know us before they know and come to understand God is real in our life? Some may say, “I don’t know if anyone really knows God is real in my life because I do not share that with anyone. God tells us to write that in large letters. Someone may say, “Well, my closest friends do; my husband, my wife, my children, my best buddies. They know.” God is telling us to write that in large letters. 

God calls each one of us, if He communicates His grace to us, to write that in such large letters people who are running by our life, not looking for deep conversation or deep relationship, would read and understand God is a God who communicates His truth through His people and He is offering His grace and mercy and His life to everyone who believes His Son Jesus.

I had a friend in college who was very convicting. I went to Moody Bible Institute, a Christian college, so it was easy for me to talk to others about God. He went to a secular university. He told me he made it his aim to tell anyone he meets that he is a follower of Jesus and something about God to them within the first five minutes of their conversation. That is convicting! I believe he is right and I believe this is what God is telling Habakkuk to write His message in large letters because the Nation needed to hear this and how Habakkuk with be the answer to the big question he had at the beginning, “Why is the Nation so sinful,” if he is not willing to write it and put it on the line. God is asking Habakkuk to be His instrument. Are we being faithful to be a billboard for others to see God and His grace?

3 For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end—it will not lie. If it seems slow, wait 
for it; it will surely come; it will not delay.
Habakkuk will still have to wait for the fulfillment of this vision and he is not to believe any revelation given to him will not come true just because it seems as though it is delayed a long time. God is not slow concerning His promises, but He is communicating to Habakkuk there may be a temptation for Habakkuk to scratch his head in wonder and ask, “God, is what You told me really true? Will it really take place?” 
At the end of this verse, God is talking about the vision Habakkuk will explain in further verses of Chapter 2 and some of Chapter 3. This is a vision of the judgment of the Babylonians and it is a vision of His people experiencing the glory of the Lord in such a way that the glory of the Lord will fill the earth. God is talking about the Millennial Kingdom, The Second Coming of Jesus the Messiah, a vision we have yet to experience; it will surely come, it will not delay. Habakkuk is not to get discouraged or distracted by the delay, “Whatever God says, take it to the bank.”

The third necessity when we are perplexed is a commitment to live by faith in God. This is the center piece of this passage. Habakkuk has all of these questions and God is going to show him a vision, but the end of the matter is, he will never get past the disruption of his soul unless he is one of the righteous ones who live by faith and not by sight,


4 “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall live by his faith.
Habakkuk is talking about the Babylonians and he may be referencing some of the people in Judah why trust in themselves. I believe this is a description of this other way of life. They trust in themselves. Their lives are crooked and they are bent away from God. 
Two ways of living are contrasted. First, is the faith in self. The second is faith in God. Those are the only two choices we have. Much of Habakkuk's stress stems from his failure to trust in God, to know that God is faithful to His promises and to faithfully believe the promises God has laid up for him.

Ray Stedman
 writes, “In these words the prophet is shown that there are only two possible outlooks on life. There are only two attitudes by which we can face life. Either we face it in faith depending upon God, or we face it in unbelief depending upon our own ability to reason out everything. These are the two fundamental attitudes, and they are the only two. You can only have one or the other.” I like that because he kept stressing there are only two ways of living and everyone must make a choice. Every person must choose how they are going to live in reference to God. 
Everyone of us begins life in the first category. We are part of the proud. We are part of the people who trust in themselves and whose life is crooked and bent away. The Prophet Isaiah, in Chapter 53 of his prophesy, tells us about this,


6a All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way…

We are all bent. We are all crooked. We are all trusting our own self. We have gone our own way. We believe our way is better than God’s way. The opposite is the life lived by faith, “the righteous will live by faith”. This is the center of Habakkuk's message. This little line is so important. It is the Gospel in such a profound, short, punching sentence. It is so profound, the Apostle Paul is going to quote it twice and the writer of Hebrews will quote it again. Three times in the New Testament it will be quoted and each time there is a different aspect this sentence is focused upon. 

First, Romans 1, quotes Habakkuk 2, but the word is “righteous”,


16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, 
to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, 
as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”
Who are the righteous and who is this righteous person? The righteous person is the one who recognizes they are desperately wicked and in need of God’s grace to give them righteousness in order to be accepted by God. Paul, in Romans, quotes this verse to help us to answer that question regarding who, exactly, are the righteous. If we understand the two ways of living and we say we do not want to be in the first category, the proud and the bent and those who trust in themselves. I need to be a part of the righteous. Throughout the Book of Romans, Paul teaches us no one is righteous not in themselves. 

If we are trusting in our own labors and our own efforts to keep the Law in order to be in the category of the righteous, it will never happen as a result of our efforts to live a moral life. The reason is because we are born with a heart corrupted by Adam’s sin. We are born dead in our trespasses and every righteous act we do is corrupted, tainted, and bent away from God and His glory. The righteous person, truly, is the person who receives God’s righteousness from Jesus Christ through faith in Him. How are we to be righteous? We need the Gospel, which is God’s power, to provide a righteousness which is not our own, a righteousness that comes to us through faith. 

In the second part of this phrase, we consider, “by faith”. How do we benefit from God’s grace? Faith is trusting in God and then acting upon that trust. The writer of Hebrews takes this verse and he quotes it in order to help us answer this question,


11:4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain…7 By faith Noah, being warned by 
God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark…and became an heir of the 
righteousness that comes by faith. 8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that 
he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going…17 By faith 
Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the act of 
offering up his only son, 18 of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named”…23 By 
faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing rather 
to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.
All of this is by faith, trusting in God and acting upon that trust. I believe this active definition of faith is so essential and it needs to be emphasized in the evangelical church because our understanding of faith is so often degraded to an external affirmation, “If I pray a prayer, if I sign a doctrinal statement, if I go to church and this is what they preach and this is what they teach, this is faith.” Often times faith becomes degraded into an external affirmation without any internal commitment. 

Hebrews tells us this is not the kind of faith the righteous live by. If we want to be a part of this category, the righteous shall live by faith, it is trusting in God and then acting upon that trust. It is an internal commitment to God in faith. To live by faith means we trust God enough to receive life from Him and then to live life for Him and through Him.

The third part of this verse to consider is “shall live”. How shall we live our life? We live our life every moment of every day by faith, trusting that God is sovereign, wise, loving, and good in all His workings. Paul, in his letter to the Galatian church, quotes this verse to help us to answer this question. The Galatian church began by faith. They heard the Gospel and trusted in it. They believed they were sinners and they needed God in order to have forgiveness of sins, but, after having begun by faith, they believed they could coast on their own efforts and away from the Gospel. That is why Paul wrote to them,

1 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly 
portrayed as crucified. 2 Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by 

hearing with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the 
flesh?
Faith is not merely the way we begin our Christian life. Faith is the way we live every moment of every day. The righteous shall live by faith. 

Here is a big problem I face in my spiritual journey: I do not often realize I have slipped away from living by faith and I have slipped into living by my own abilities and by human resources. I do not realize that when that happens. That is why I need a verse like this. When I get up in the morning I need to realize the righteous shall live by faith, otherwise I will slip back into believing I have life handled and I believe I have some resources, human abilities, human wisdom, friends, and family. I believe I have life handled and I begin to live as though I do not need God actively, moment-by-moment, and desperately, day-by-day. The righteous shall live in utter desperation were God not real and were not God faithful. The righteous shall live by faith.

The fourth necessity when we are perplexed is a confidence to hope in God’s plan. Habakkuk continues to contrast the way of faith with the way of self-trust. The Babylonians become representative of the self-confident, independent life. He then pronounces all of the woes. There is a woe to injustice and violence, upon greed, the trust in riches because they believed riches would be their god and provide for them when they retired and they did not need God because they had it all figured out. There was a woe pronounced upon them for exploiting people, for drunkenness and partying, for idolatry.

Why are these woes pronounced? First, it is to demonstrate God sees the wickedness of the Babylonians and He will bring justice to them in good time. They needed to be reminded there are two ways of living and this way of living ends in judgment; woe, woe, woe, judgment, judgment, judgment. It may seem as though they are prospering for a time and on the winning team, but they are not.
Secondly, it is to communicate that God is sovereign and He is working toward a future plan of blessing for His own people.

Two promises stand out. First,


14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
Has that happened yet? Do we see the world filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea? No, we do not! Out world is still a mess. When I read the description of the Babylonian culture, I say, “That is us.” There are so many parallels. Our world is still a mess filled with violence, crime, oppression, disorder, and greed, but here is what God says, “The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord,  and it will be filled to such an extent as the waters fill the sea.” Is that not amazing? God is going to bring His Messiah into this world and His Messiah will sit upon a real throne and He will establish a new Kingdom and that new Kingdom will be filled with righteousness and joy and peace and truth. In everywhere and in every place people will experience the knowledge of the glory of God. What a day that will be!
We read about that in Revelation 19 and 20,

19:6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like 
the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.

7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride 
has made herself ready; 8 it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”—for the 
fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.
The last promise Habakkuk is encouraged to take confidence in is this, “Habakkuk, I know you see the world troubled, but know the glory of the Lord will fill the earth even as the waters fill the sea,”


20 “But the Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.”
One is future hope and one is present response. Verse 20 tells us to let all the earth keep silent, but God says, “Habakkuk, do you really want to do something that will bring peace and righteousness?” The words, “keep silence,” means to hush and stop complaining, stop worrying, stop saying words of fear, “Hush and be silent before the Lord. Habakkuk, the righteous shall live by faith.”
� Ray Stedman, 1917-1992, an evangelical Christian pastor, author, and pastor of Peninsula Bible Church, Palo Alto, California








