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In the next two studies we will be considering the third chapter of the Book of Genesis and the first chapter of the Book of Revelation because they are significant in the understanding of the Age of Christmas. From the Book of Genesis, if we are familiar with the story, in the first chapter, God creates the heavens and the earth. In Chapter Two we see a special, detailed description of God’s creation of Adam and Eve, the first man and the first woman. Then, in Chapter Three everything begins falling apart.

In the story, the serpent is introduced. We know from later in the Book of Revelation this is the Devil, Satan himself, this angelic being who fell from heaven. He is introduced, suddenly, in Genesis 3:1.

The Fall
 1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
14 The Lord God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
    cursed are you above all livestock
    and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
    and dust you shall eat
  all the days of your life.
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman,
    and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
    and you shall bruise his heel.”
16 To the woman he said,
“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;
    in pain you shall bring forth children.
Your desire shall be for your husband,
    and he shall rule over you.”
17 And to Adam he said,
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
    and have eaten of the tree
of which I commanded you,
    ‘You shall not eat of it,’
cursed is the ground because of you;
    in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
    and you shall eat the plants of the field.
19 By the sweat of your face
    you shall eat bread,
till you return to the ground,
    for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust,
    and to dust you shall return.”
20 The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21 And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.

God is speaking to the serpent, the first to catch God’s curse, and He says, in Genesis 3, 
15 “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”
Genesis 3:15 is the first Christmas sermon ever preaching on planet earth. God is the Preacher and Satan is the audience. The salvation of mankind is the subject. Theologians call this verse the “protoevangelium”. It is simply, the first Gospel. Theologians realize here is the pronouncement of the Gospel and here God tells, first, of a Savior who would be sent to the human race to rescue them from the judgment and death they brought upon themselves when they followed after Satan. 

Martin Luther, the great reformer, said of this verse, “This text embraces and comprehends within itself, everything noble and glorious that is found anywhere in Scripture.” In other words, we cannot make too much of this verse. We learn here of the vial purpose for Jesus’ birth. We learn of the vivid prophesy of Jesus’ birth and of the victorious power of Jesus’ birth. 
Christmas is very much entrenched in Genesis 3:15. Every truth in the Gospel flows from this curse God sets upon Satan. This is the seed that germinates and gives fruit to every wonderful truth we exalt in the Lord over in His Word. It is a verse that causes Satan to tremble. It is a verse that causes the angels to sing. It is a verse that causes mankind to find hope.

It is a privilege to think through God’s wonderful Christmas message. I must say, as I studied this passage this week, it sort of blew up in my face with a greater force than I expected. This is one of those classis statements from God that demonstrates how our Lord is able to communicate such deep, profound, spiritual truth using only a few simple words. What a wonder God’s Book is. Let us pray we might be able to receive what God has for us here and exalt His name. 

The whole plan of God’s salvation is found right here in this verse. The precious doctrines found in these few words mystify the mind. They humble my heart and they satisfy my soul as I thought of them this week. What doctrines do we find here in this one verse?

· The Doctrine of the Sovereignty of God Over All Creation;
· The Doctrine of God’s Election of His Own;
· The Doctrine of God’s Grace;
· The Doctrine of the Incarnation, the Virgin Birth;
· The Doctrine of the Church Triumphant;
· The Doctrine of the Atoning Death of Jesus;
· The Doctrine of the Defeat of Satan;
· The Doctrine of the Redemption of the Elect;
· The Doctrine of the Spiritual Conflict Found in This Present Age;
· The Doctrine of the Ultimate Victory of God Over Sin and Over Satan.
These are just to name a few of the doctrines found in this one verse. I pray I can communicate God’s Truth in a way that will allow us to enter into a joyful worship of this great God as we study His Book together. The central idea we learn from this verse is this: God sovereignly plans from the beginning of time to send His Son into the world to save us from sin and Satan. What a wonder and what an awesome bit of news that is. 
Before we consider Verse 15, let us consider the context of this promise, which is really a curse to Satan, to us. The situation is the creation of the world by the Triune Sovereign God who is eternal, unchanging, all-powerful, and who is complete, absolutely, in Himself. That is the setting.

The context concerns the problem that necessitated Christmas and the first issue relates to a creative design that produced delight. Before there was a problem there was a design of delight as God fashioned this world and as He fashioned man. In Genesis 1, God opens His Book by saying,

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
Nothing existed besides God before He spoke the Universe into existence. By Himself, throughout all eternity past, God was wholly satisfied in Himself. He, the Triune God, God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, existed in perfect unity, existed in wonderful community with one another, absolutely complete, satisfied, and lacking nothing. God is a God who does not need creatures as a result of some need inside Himself. He never one, in all eternity past, was lonely. He never once, in all of eternity past, needed a creature to serve Him. For all of eternity past, He was and continues to be “The Happy God”. When God creates the world, He creates a world not because of some need within Himself, but He creates a world out of His own pleasure. He creates this world for His own glory and for the display of His own might. 
In Revelation 4, God tells this of Himself as the angels are bowing before Him,

11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.

Everything has its existence and owes its existence to God’s pleasure and to God’s Divine Will. Colossians 1, tells us,

16a For by him all things were created…

God being perfect creates an absolutely perfect world. Nothing bad entered Creation through God’s creative hand. The whole universe from the beginning is perfect with no pain, no suffering, no sin, no death, no frustrations, no broken relationship, no sorrows. Everything in God’s world is good, and by that I mean really, really, REALLY GOOD! 

The capstone of God’s creation is the creation of man. He takes dust from the earth and He fashions man in His own likeness. Male and female, He created them in His own image and in His own likeness.
 If we ask the question: Why did God create mankind, we would be right to answer, “So that man, men and women, could enjoy God by glorifying His name forever and ever.” That is the reason and that is our purpose. 
When Adam and Eve were created, they thoroughly enjoyed God. They glorified Him in worship, in obedience, and in a loving relationship. Every evening, God the Creator would take Adam and Eve on a walk and they would walk through this amazing, beautiful, wonderful Garden, a Garden so beautiful our mind could hardly begin to fathom. Adam and Eve would enjoy God in His beauty and glory and they would enjoy Him face-to-face. They would listen to God teach them, instruct them, direct them, encourage them, and help them. There were no worries, no troubles, and no mess in their life. Everyday single day was a wonderfully day.

One can imagine Adam and Eve waking up from a good night’s rest on one of those mornings and Eve looking at Adam and asking, “How are you doing today?” He would say, “My dear wife, God is great and you are beautiful in every way. If my life were to become even a fraction better, I would explode from too much joy.” Every day was like that. Have any of us had even one day like that? There were no messes, no difficulties, no problems never, not once. 

If God created this world so perfectly, how did mankind and this world become such a mess? And it is a mess. It does not take us long to observe that. We see it in the newspapers. We see it in our neighborhoods. We see it in our schools. We see it in our families and among our closest friends. We do not even have to go that far; we can see it right in our own heart. We are a mess!

Enter Genesis 3. That is the explanation as to how this world became such a mess. The second problem that necessitated Christmas was a corrupt disobedience that produced death. God had created another set of being named “angels”. He created one to rule over the whole group, but this angel decided that being the first among God’s angels was not satisfying. He wanted more. He wanted the glory God Himself possessed so he rebelled against God to take God’s Throne from Him. In that hour, this being becomes a being of deceit, hatred, and malice. He despises God. He despises God’s glory. He despises God’s people. Isaiah speaks of this angel’s rebellion,

14:12 “How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star,
 son of Dawn! How you are cut down to the ground, you who laid the nations low! 13 You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; 14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High. 15 But you are brought down to Sheol, to the far reaches of the pit.’”
Jesus, the pre-existing Son of God, spoke of Satan in Luke,

10:18 And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.”

In other words, Satan’s fall from Heaven happened just like a lightning bolt. It did not take God long to throw Satan right out of His Heaven and Jesus tells us, “That day, when Satan decided to rebel against God, I saw him fall like a lightning bolt.” 

Satan brings one-third of the created angels with him on that fateful day. How humiliated and enraged Satan was. He thought he could actually rule over Creation and he could take God’s place as the Sovereign Lord. Now he is brought down with a bunch of other defeated, weak, and broken angels who could not procreate. There is no hope their progeny would be able to do something different. Thus, they could not raise up any creatures who could join him in a rebellion against God. Here they were broken, helpless, lifeless, weak, and defeated. If Satan were to look for strong allies, he would have to look outside the angelic realm. If he were hoping to find some help someway to defeat this God who is sovereign, he would have to look other than among his own kind. 

God creates man in His own image. He creates man to reflect His glory and Satan sees man is created in God’s image and God gave the ability to man to enjoy God thoroughly and to worship Him and to glorify Him. Every day, when he sees Adam and Eve do that, he is burning with anger and malice inside. He hates God would receive worship. More than anything else, he hates that God receives glory and he schemes to undo man’s created purpose. 

Satan also sees man has the ability to procreate, something he and his kind do not possess. He sees man is also entrusted with the responsibility to rule over the earth, so he begins to devise a scheme he believes will somehow work to usurp once again God’s authority and God’s sovereign power. He believes if he can win man to his side, perhaps through man he can establish a new kingdom that will be a rival to God and His Kingdom, a new kingdom that would ultimately defeat God. So, he takes the form of a serpent and he tempts Adam and Eve. 
He tempts them to eat this one fruit from the one tree God told them not to eat of. God clearly told them the day they ate of that tree they would surely die.
 They would surely be alienated and cut off from the life of God and cut off from Him as a source of light. Satan knows the moment they eat the fruit they will become an enemy of God and they would be with him as an ally and an enemy of God. So, Satan, in the form of a serpent, whispers, 

4b “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
Does that echo anything Satan said to himself? He deceived Adam and Eve with the very same lie he deceived himself, “I want to be like the Most High.” “You know, Adam and Eve, you could be like the Most High. All you have to do is eat this fruit and the day you eat of it, your eyes will be opened and you will know good and evil. You will be like God,” and Adam and Eve were deceived. 
Eve was deceived and she gave the fruit to Adam. He rebelled and they both ate the fruit. When they do, everything changes for the worse. Darkness descends upon Creation. Death enters in. This is the setting of this promise and this curse in our text. 

Mankind had fallen into hopeless sin and death. Everything that was whole is broken. Everything that produced joy now produces sorrow. Adam and Eve created an hostility between God and them so severe, they knew they could not be with Him that evening as they had done every evening. They could not take a walk with God, so what did they do? They hid themselves from God. Their soul was damaged to such an extent nothing in them now could please God. They knew nothing they did would be able to please God, would be able to draw their enjoyment from God, would be able to worship and glorify God. They fell out of fellowship with God and into fellowship with Satan and they wholly became hostile to the Lord. 

Worse than that, they now realize they are going to pass this ruined soul on to their progeny, upon every one of their offspring and everyone born into mankind. Instead of being born as children of God in a world and inheriting God’s Kingdom and God’s righteousness, by nature their children would follow after Satan. They would be a child of disobedience. They would become a part of Satan’s evil family instead of this wonderful, holy family. They would inherit God’s wrath instead of God’s Heaven. Consider The Apostle Paul describe the effects of Adam’s sin upon you and me and who we are by our nature,
Ephesians 2:1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.

This is true of everyone born into this world. How Satan must have thought he was now on the edge of ultimate triumph. Their sin created the problem that necessitated Christmas. If we should ask the question: Why was there the first Christmas? The answer will come back to us because of the first sin. 
In that first sin, everything that was right and whole about this universe was removed and God, in our text, is communicating to us something very special. God has decided to work in a way so that sin would not undo us and that there would be an opportunity for a reconciliation with this God and be back in a right relationship with Himself. God steps in to snatch victory from Satan and to grant grace to humankind. That is what Genesis 3 will explain.

Notice, when God begins His pronouncement of judgment, who does He begin with? He begins with addressing the serpent, Satan himself. That is interesting because I thought He might begin with Adam or with Eve, but He does not I believe God begins with the serpent because He wants Adam and Eve to know in the midst of His wrath, and He will reveal His wrath upon them, they will have trouble and problems for the rest of mankind, trouble and problems we still deal with today. But, in the midst of His wrath against them, He still remembers mercy. He is communicating to them, even prior to revealing to them the curse, a plan of salvation, of promise and hope. 

This is where we encounter the prophesies that predict Christmas, and there are three of them. The first is a struggle is projected. We must notice God Himself is the originator of this particular conflict and we will spend the rest of this study considering Verse 15 because it is so pregnant with truth,


15a I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring…
God is telling Satan, “I am going to create war here. You thought the war was over and you thought you had gained an ally who forever would be your ally, but that is not true. Eve, herself, the one who you deceived and got her to side with you against Me, and when she sided with you she set herself in hostility and war against Me, I am going to redeem her so that she is going to become your enemy. I will put a conflict between you and this woman.” Eve had voluntarily sided with Satan and was captured in his web. Satan believed he had her in his back pocket. He believed she would forever by his, part of his kingdom, and part of his design. 

Apart from God’s sovereign intervention she would have been. If she could not have withstood Satan’s deceit and power, while she was yet a friend of God, what hope would she have had to resist the Devil after having succumbed to his temptation and sin and then been broken in her relationship with God? She had no God anymore she could turn to to provide her power or wisdom or light with truth. She was lost and she was helpless. She was certainly not as powerful or as crafty as Satan. That is the reason thought, “Ha! Now I am going to bring about this kingdom and win the authority against God Himself.” 
How could Eve have possibly resisted Satan’s power and deception enough to make war against him? It would have been if only God would have placed her back on His side by reconciling her to Himself. That is the promise and Eve hears that. 
There are two struggles referenced in our text. The first is the struggle between Satan and Eve,


15a I will put enmity between you (Satan) and the woman (Eve)…

Another struggle is found in the next line,


15a …and between your offspring and her offspring…

This refers to a collective group of people called “Satan’s offspring” and a collective group of people called “Eve’s offspring”. We need to notice that. We will first consider the struggle between Eve and Satan. God tells Satan, “Satan, you will not have Eve. She is still Mine. She will glorify Me once again. She will be a worshipper. She will be reconciled and I will restore her to the position she once had in right relationship with Me.”

How does God know and how do we know Eve will be reconciled? God knows because God is sovereignly electing her to salvation. God is saying, “I am going to set My sovereign, irresistible love upon her and she will be Mine again. Even though she turned against Me, even though she sinned against Me and rebelled against me, and now is really lost and really darkened, unable and helpless to draw near to Me as a result of her sin and her guilt and the condemnation that has fallen upon her, I am going to place upon her My irresistible grace and she will once again praise Me.” God knows Eve will be reconciled to Himself because God sovereignly designed to rescue her. 
God would have been right to say to Eve, “I told you not to eat of that tree. I told you, ‘The day you eat of it you would surely die and be cut off from Me and become an enemy of Mine forever and ever. You will loose paradise.’ Indeed, death will fall upon you and there is no more hope for you, young lady.” He would have been right to say that, but He did not. 

Eve, indeed, did suffer underneath the judgment of death, but God sovereignly saved her. How surprised Satan must have been to hear those words, “What! What are You talking about? I have her. She is mine.” “No, she is not. I will set a war between you and her.” 

Think for a moment, how many angels did God rescue from their sin when they rebelled against God? One-third of the angels fell. How many of those angels, of the myriads and myriads that fell with Satan, did God rescue? The answer: Zero! What is Satan’s experience with God’s salvation and deliverance after a created being decides to rebel against God and sin against Him? Once we have sinned there is no hope. We will never, ever, ever, ever, ever, throughout all of eternity, be given an opportunity to be reconciled once we have sinned. That is just and God is just in doing that.

When He hears these words, “Wait a minute! How can that be? You did not rescue any of us. How are you going to rescue this woman? She is just as guilty as the rest of the demonic world. How is it You can rescue her?” Enter the amazing grace of God who is on full display at Christmas time, when God sent His Son into the world to rescue us, we who needed rescue but who did not deserve it. 

Notice the second conflict that projects upon a collective group,


15a …and between your offspring and her offspring…

Here God projects an ongoing war between two classes of humanity and here the whole of mankind is divided into two categories, into two groups. Notice these categories are not rich or poor; male or female; black, white, yellow, brown. Notice the two categories of people in God’s established order. Every person created is created in the image of God, but is created in a fallen state, but now there are two categories of people: the offspring of the rebellious Satan and the offspring of redeemed Eve. Those are the only two categories of people who matter. 

Who is the offspring of Satan? This seems pretty harsh to call someone an “offspring of Satan”. That is you and me apart from God’s saving grace in our life. If we are not born again
 the Bible says we are offspring of Satan and we are a part of his family. We are still in line in hostility against God, doing our own thing, walking our own path, deciding we know better than God, and we are by nature children of wrath and sons of disobedience.
 That is our bent, to disobey God at every turn. 

In John 8, we witness Jesus in speaking to the Pharisees of His day, 


42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I 
came not of my own accord, but he sent me. 43 Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you 
cannot bear to hear my word. 44a You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's 
desires.” 
Jesus is telling the Pharisees they are not God’s children, they do not respond to Him, they do not love Him, they do not believe in Him, and they do not worship Him. This is sure evidence they are not of God’s family or sons of the redeemed Eve. Jesus is talking to a group of very religious, moral people. He is not talking to a bunch of people who are living an absolute reprobate life. These are people we would look upon and say, “I want them as my neighbor because they treat other people nice, they seem to keep their word, and they are respectable,” but Jesus tells them, “You are of your father the Devil.” 

Upon what basis does Jesus say that? It is on the basis they did not listen to Jesus’ word and they did not believe in Him as their Savior and as their Lord, “You are of your father the Devil and your will is to do your father’s desires.” This is simply to deny God’s glory,

44b “You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from 
the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks 
out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 But because I tell the truth, you do not 
believe me.”

They are deceived and a part of the deceived race. John continues this theme, in 1 John 3,

8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. 
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one born of God makes a 
practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been born 
of God. 10 By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever 
does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.
There is a change when someone is born of God and we are given an evidence of a new relationship with God where we recognize God is our authority, God is our Father, and we are submitting to Jesus as Savior and as Lord.

Who is Eve’s offspring? Those who are referenced in our test are those who are reconciled to God through faith in Him. Those are all who are born again and given God’s life in their soul. They were born dead in sin and now they are given God’s life. God breathes into us so that we have His life in our soul. These are the people who have partaken of the divine nature through faith in Jesus.
 

I think of what John says about Jesus in John 1,


11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
Who were these people before they became children of God? They were the children of the Devil, but if we receive Jesus Christ, there is this marvelous change where we are restored back into God’s family and we become children of God.

God is telling Satan what is going to happen. The offspring of the redeemed and the offspring of the rebellious who remain in their sins will be at war. What do we see all through human history? There is a war and a conflict. We saw it first between Cain and Abel. Cain became a child of Satan and Abel became a child of Eve.
 All through biblical history, in Noah’s day, the family of Eve, the redeemed, became so small it was located in one specific, physical family, Noah’s, and everyone else was outside of that. 

So often, Eve’s family is the smallest family. And that is the way the Bible says it will be until Jesus’ return. But, its size does not indicate its power because it is God’s family and God is a part of it. God’s people must expect conflict and persecution from a world that does not know God. We should not be surprised by this and our in our weapons we do not respond in hatred, but Jesus tells us to love our enemies and those who are yet on Satan’s side.
 That is where we once were.

But, He tells us to expect it,


John 15:18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, 
the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 
world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater 
than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also 
keep yours.”

Why is it the world shows hatred in such malicious ways toward followers of Jesus? It is because it is satanically inspired and it is a part of the curse and conflict that God is redeeming for Himself a people.

The second prophesy that predicted Christmas is a Savior is pledged,


15b “…he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”
The word “bruise” is too light of a word. Other translations read “crush” and I believe that is better.
 
Originally, it was to be a collective battle, Satan’s offspring and Eve’s offspring, but now it becomes individual. There will be one specific offspring of Eve and when He enters into the world, He will crush Satan’s head and Satan will bruise His heel. He will bite Him and hurt Him and it will bring pain and suffering, but in the process of bruising His heel, He will crush Satan’s head once and for all. 

I have never received a Christmas card with this verse printed on the front, but I believe that would be an awesome Christmas card, “…He will crush your head and you will bruise His heel.” That is the Christmas story right there. Every Christmas promise of a Savior being pledged is found right here. God tells us there will be One who will be the offspring of Eve and who is connected to that line. When He comes He will crush Satan’s head,


Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel.

In the Garden God was separated and alienated, but now, with Immanuel, He will be born of a woman’s seed, born of a virgin. The word “seed” or “offspring” is used two hundred times in the Bible. Only once is a reference to the woman. All the other times it is referenced to the man’s seed. Man has the seed and the woman has the egg. But, here it is Eve’s offspring, Eve’s seed, born of a virgin and free from the corruption of Adam’s sin,

Isaiah 9:6-7 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and 
his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the 
increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his 
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and  
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Yet, this Son is pre-existent. This is a Son who existed from eternity past and is now given and a child is born. He is born of a race that rebelled against God, but who is born into that race. Eve and Adam ruined it from the beginning but God is going to give His Son to crush Satan once for all and restore Eden back to its original glory. The zeal of God will do this because the zeal of God is for His own glory and He will not let Satan triumph and that is the story of Christmas. God will not let Satan triumph over Him and He will win the day.

How encouraging to Adam and Eve this promise must have been. They felt the deadly force of deception personally. They knew they were no match for him. Yet, how hopeful they were to hear God has promised a child to be born in Eve’s line who would once and for all crush Satan’s head. 

I believe Satan trembled when he heard this words and they shocked him. He did not believe there would be anyone who would defy him, certainly not from Eve’s race after he had conquered over the first pair. Martin Luther, in writing about this verse said, “God never told the Devil who He would be, just that ‘He would crush your head.’ The Devil has lived in dread of every woman’s son who is a believer, especially those in the Covenant line, because he never knew who ‘He’ would be.” 
Every time a woman who was a part of this Covenant line, part of the family of faith, had a child, he wondered, “Is this the One?” All through biblical history we see him attempting to destroy the line of Eve. That is the reason,  when we see Jesus born into the world, what happened? Herod, I believe, inspired by Satan, said, “I must destroy this seed.” Herod was not acting of his own accord. He was responsible but he was also inspired by Satan to destroy the One whom God had promised and every child two years and under was slaughtered throughout Bethlehem at that time,
 all in order for Satan to say, “I must stop this curse from coming true.”

The third prophesy that predicted Christmas is a salvation is promised. God reveals His plan to save us from sin and from Satan centers on a person and we know that person to be Jesus. Born of a virgin, living a sinless life, performing miracles to demonstrate His deity, dying upon a cross as an atonement for sin, raising on the third day to show Himself the Victor, ascending into Heaven, and coming again to rule and to reign God places mankind’s destiny in the hands of His Son. 

“You, Satan, will strike His heel.” From the beginning of time God ordained that His own Son would suffer in order to be the Sin-bearer and Deliverer. God’s prophesy will reveal Satan will deliver this powerful and painful blow to God’s Son, the Messiah, yet God is sovereign. He is not defeated as a result of Satan’s blow, but God tells us He sovereignly ordained this to happen. 

Satan is merely following God’s predetermined plan when he enters into the heart of Judas to betray the Lord Jesus. Satan still believes he can wrestle God and wrestle glory from Him. Satan believes he can ultimately gain the sovereign rule over the universe by crushing Messiah’s head, even though God promised that would never come true. So, Jesus is beaten by fists, by a club. He stands mocked, stripped, and accused. A crown of thorns is pressed against His head and the bite of the serpent is against the heel. A whip lashes His flesh into rivets. He crumples under the weight of His own cross. Soldiers drive nails into His hands and truly a nail through both heels. 
The curse of sin rests upon Him, “My God, my God, why have You forsaken Me?”
 And, Jesus dies and He is buried in a grave and it seems to all Satan has won.
This was because they had not read their Bibles well and Jesus is going to rebuke them for that on the road to Emmaus.
 
On the third day, a ray of glory shines from Heaven and Jesus rises from the dead to claim victory over sin and over Satan himself. It is through the experience of being struck on the heel, God’s Son would crush the head the evil one once and for all. Listen to what Scripture speaks of this event,


Colossians 2:13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made 
alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood 
against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and 
authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.


Hebrews 2:14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same 
things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and 
deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 
This is the reason for the cross. Jesus won the victory once and for all time. He fulfilled the prophesy of Genesis 3 when He was born of a virgin, died upon a cross, and when He arose the third day. How does this apply to us? Let me close with a few words of application.

First, call out upon Jesus, God’s Messiah, to receive you into God’s family if you have not done so. Again, there are only two categories of people. I urge you not to leave a doubt as to which line you belong. Each of us either belongs to God’s family or to Satan’s family and that is God’s truth. All of us are born into Satan’s family so somewhere along our life, something must happen to transfer us out of that family so that we get adopted into God’s family. That something is a response to the Lord Jesus Christ. I urge each of us to call out upon Jesus, God’s Savior and God’s Deliverer, in faith, petitioning Him to receive us into God’s family.

Second, we need to prepare our self every day for battle. Brothers and sisters, we are still in a war. God has put enmity between Satan and us and He has allowed Satan to roam free for a time. We must put on God’s full armor. We are not strong enough to defeat Satan in our own strength.
 We must not try. We have a Victor. We run to Jesus Christ day-by-day, placing our self in His hands, depending upon His strength and upon His protection. Satan will battle us by tempting us to sin, by discouraging us with pain, by attacking us through trials, by persecuting us, by weighing us down with guilt over past sins, by striking fear regarding our future, by deceiving us into unbelief. He will be relentless upon our life and we are to expect it. But, as we expect it, we must prepare our self by running to our Champion, Jesus Christ. 
Third, when we are wounded by Satan, we know God will use our wounds to defeat Satan. He did that with the Lord Jesus Christ and that becomes a paradigm for all of us who are in Christ. He used the wounds Satan inflicted upon Jesus to ultimately crush Satan and to conquer him. That is what He says He will do with us and that is why James tells us,


1:2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds…

We should not think of sufferings as bad things but we should consider whatever suffering in this world or brokenness we run into during our life and how much pain we endure as a result, we know God uses our wounds to beat Satan and to sanctify us. Satan wounds us believing he can strip us of God’s glory and the worship and enjoyment of God, but God takes the very thing Satan believes he can use to defeat us and turn that upside-down and He uses that very thing to defeat Satan. Without those things we would, at often times, be at a loss in our battle against Satan, but we need those things in our life so we solemnly trust God. Every victory Satan gains becomes God’s means to bring him to defeat.
Fourth, we are to rejoice when we are persecuted by the world for Jesus sake. We should not regret ill treatment or cower from it, for Jesus says,


Matthew 5:11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you.”

Yes, Satan is still active attacking His people to bring them pain, but he is the defeated enemy whose head is fully crushed. In time, God will bring the ultimate end to him.
� King James Version (KJV)


� Genesis 1:26


� Also called: The Shining One, Lucifer, the Being of Light


� Genesis 2:16


� John 3:7; 1 Peter 1:23


� Ephesians 2:2, 5:6


� 2 Peter 1:4


� Genesis 4:2b-16


� Genesis 6:5-8, 22


� Matthew 5:44


� New International Version; Good News Bible; The Living Bible


� Immanuel, “God is with us.”


� Matthew 2:1-12


� Matthew 27:46b


� Luke 24:13-31


� Ephesians 6:11, 13-20





