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In our previous study, we discussed the first Christmas passage, Genesis 3. In this study we will consider the age after Christmas. Previously, we saw the age before Christmas when God’s Messiah and Son was prophesied to come and conquer and destroy the works of the Devil. Now we will see the age after Christmas in which so many of the prophesies have been fulfilled, yet there is more to come. What an awesome Word we have from God through the revelation God gave to us through His Apostle John.
Prologue
 1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.
Greeting to the Seven Churches
4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth.
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”
Vision of the Son of Man
9 I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 11 saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”
12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength.
17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.” 

A number of years ago, a little four-year old girl was shopping with her mom and she looked into a department store window and there was a Nativity scene with Mary and Joseph and shepherds and, of course, infant Jesus in a manger. She exclaimed, “Look, Mommy, Jesus has not grown since last year.” For many, at Christmas time, the baby in a manger is still who Jesus is. He is frozen in time as a sweet, adorable, cuddly infant, worth singing about but not necessarily inspiring Holy fear.

During the Christmas season it is, of course, right and correct to remember that God, in great love for us, sent His own Son to take on human flesh , even that of an infant; that the Son vacated His glorious place in Heaven and fully took upon Himself the weakness of human flesh and ultimately was humbled, even to the point of death upon a cross. 

We are right to rejoice in this season the virgin birth of Jesus. He is, after all, Immanuel, God with us. What an event that is. Yet, at the same time, at Christmas, we must remember Jesus is no longer is an infant. Jesus is not present in the manger. He has ascended to the Father where He receives the glory He had with the Father from all of eternity past. He is not a baby anymore and it is wrong for us to think Him so. 

I love Jesus’ prayer to His Father, in John 17, just hours prior to His being crucified and He is praying for His return to the glory He had with His Father. He says, as He prays to His Father,


4 “I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, 
glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed.”

Jesus is claiming here to be co-equal, co-eternal with the Father and He looks forward to the return of His glorious, eternal position at His Father’s side. After the resurrection His prayer is answered this is exactly what happened. He ascends into Heaven, He is seated at the Father’s right hand, and He receives all the glory due Him. So, at Christmas time, while we do think of Jesus’ time in the manger, we must not leave Him there. He did not come to earth to become a sweet symbol of weakness and innocence and humility. He came here to destroy the works of Satan, to give up His life as a ransom for many, and to deliver mankind from sin by establishing Himself as Savior and Lord, King of kings and Lord of all lords. If we are to enter fully into the joy Christmas promises, we must consider who Jesus is today and forever. For that endeavor we open our Bibles to our text. The whole book is an unveiling of the glory of Jesus today and forever
This is a great Christmas passage, for here The Apostle John is given a vision of Jesus that expands our understanding of His glory,

1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon 
take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John…

Do we catch the sequence in this verse? It is interesting God gave the revelation to Jesus who then gave it to His angels who then gave it to His servant John. The Father gives this revelation to Jesus. Jesus, then, makes it known to His servant by first imparting this to an angel and the angel imparting it to John. Then John bears witness to the Word of God and to the testimony of the Lord Jesus Himself. This is the revelation about Jesus, but it is also from Jesus and John is faithful to record everything he sees.
While this Book does indeed tell us some important events of the future, it is not primarily a book of future events. It is a book, primarily, of the glory of Jesus and that Jesus is the Almighty Lord, the King of all kings who will crush all those who will oppose Him and who will bring righteousness and joy to all of those who submit to His rule and to His reign. This is the revelation of Jesus and Jesus is the main subject.
The word “revelation” simply means an unveiling. Earlier, we heard the song, “Mystery,”
 and a mystery is something hidden for a time, but that is then unveiled and the mystery is now unveiled, uncovered, and revealed to us. That which was once hidden and obscure is now made know to us by the Holy Spirit through the record John wrote under the inspiration of God’s Spirit to us. As we read this book we come to understand God is so loving and gracious to us to reveal Himself because we would know nothing of God’s glory and nothing of Jesus’ glory apart from God in love choosing to reveal Himself to a people who do not deserve have Himself revealed. He could have left us in darkness, wandering around, hopeless, without God, separated from life, but He did not. He gave to us a revelation and that is why God’s revelation to man is so precious to Jesus’ church. 


3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who 
keep what is written in it, for the time is near.
The implication is the one who reads this aloud will also be the one who heeds it. God establishes a special blessing to the life of those who read the revelation God gives and then take it to heart and order their life under it. 

There is no blessing to the person who reads Revelation, who listens, but then lives as though the revelation was not given or that it was not true. That is why there is a danger to us every Sunday. We listen to the Word of God, we listen to the revelation, but we will fail to bring God’s blessing into our life unless we do something with it and unless there is a response. That is the reason why one of the most vital commitments every believer will have, who comes to church on Sunday, is coming and saying, “I am going to be changed. I need my life reordered. There is something practical, some application, I will make by God’s grace and by His power, so that I might receive the blessing God has for me.” In fact, we invite cursing when we listen but then fail to heed. Every time we hear the Word proclaimed we ready our self to respond to it. God’s revelation always demands a response.
The Father loves to glorify His perfect Son. We will observe, from Verse 4 forward, three ways the Father unveils for us the glory of Jesus. The first way is by showing to us the Son’s offices, the offices the Son occupies, which were formally hidden from us and are now made known to us by God. 
In the Old Testament God provided mediators who stood between Himself and His people. This was vital because the people were sinful and God was holy and there had to be a mediator. Those mediators, in ancient days, held one of three offices. There were prophets. There were priests. There were God’s kings. The prophets were given the Word of God. The priests were given the sacrifices of God. The kings were given the rule of God for the people. Each acted as a mediator between God and the people.
Jesus, as we will understand from Revelation, uniquely holds all three offices in His one person. He is Prophet. He is Priest. He is King. He is the only person to hold all three offices.

The first office is the Office of Prophet, and we will notice there is a Trinitarian emphasis and blessing on the source of this message and to those who read it,


4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and 
who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ the faithful 
witness …

The first emphasis is on “from him who is and who was and who is to come,” and this refers to God the Father, the Eternal One. Then the greeting is from “the seven spirits who are before his throne.” This is a reference to the Holy Spirit and seven is a number of perfection and this links us back to a passage in Isaiah in which there are seven aspects of the Holy Spirit.
 Then there is a greeting from Jesus Christ. From this point there is a full expansion and emphasis upon the person of Jesus. But, this message, this grace, this peace comes to us from the Triune God who exists as one God in three persons.

The first description given of Jesus is this: He is the “faithful witness.” That is, He holds the office of Prophet and He is the One who speaks faithfully the Truth from God to man. If we want to discover God’s will in our life, where do we go? We go to Jesus because He is the faithful witness. We listen to what Jesus has to say to us in order to discern what God wants for us in our life. 
God had sent prophets before, but this Prophet is marvelously unique. Moses spoke of Jesus in Deuteronomy 18, 


15 “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is 
to him you shall listen…18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I 
will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.”

Of all of the prophets of all the Old Testament time, to whom did Israel listen? None of them! All of them were ignored. But, there must be a Prophet, Moses said, and He will come and Israel will listen to Him. When Jesus came the first time did the people of Israel listen to Him? No, they did not,


John 1:11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.
This is a prophesy yet to be fulfilled. This is what Revelation is all about. Jesus is God’s ultimate, final Prophet. He is greater than all of the other Old Testament prophets in that He has the final word and not only is He the Communicator of God’s Truth, and this prophesy from Deuteronomy 18, is true of Jesus the Prophet that is yet to be fulfilled. It will be fulfilled because when Jesus returns in His glory, the whole Nation of Israel will listen. This Prophet is unique in that, not only is He the Communicator of God’s message to man, but He is the content of God’s message to man.
John’s Gospel points to Jesus being God’s Faithful Witness by calling Him the Word, the message, the communication from God to man. John will write,

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
No one has ever seen God the Father, only God the Son who is at the Father’s right hand. He has made Him known and He has communicated Him to us and He has explained Him to us. How are we to know who God is and what God is like? We listen to Jesus. If we want to enter into the glory of God and possess it our self in this darkened world in which we do not see glory, we must enter into the communication Jesus has imparted to us. 
Jesus is God’s ultimate Prophet who speaks as God about God to us. Hebrews exults in this truth as well,


Hebrews 1:1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by his Son…

Jesus is the last Prophet, the final word. What are Jesus’ qualifications to be this Word from God to us?


1:2b …whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.
What qualification does the Son have to mediate God's Word to us? He created the world and that is His qualification. Furthermore, God’s Son radiates God’s own glory and He expresses the very character of God and the Son sustains everything by the mighty power of His command. When He had cleansed us of our sins in His sacrifice, He sat down in the place of honor, at the right hand of the Majestic God in Heaven and that is where Jesus resides to this day. No one else is similarly qualified to be the Prophet other than Jesus. Hebrews is telling us the same thing as we have read in John 1,


1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 
beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that 
was made.
It is through the Son the world came into being and the Son radiates God’s own glory and He expresses the very character of God. He sustains everything by the mighty power of His command. When He cleansed us from our sins He sat down at the place of honor at the right hand of the Majestic God in Heaven
 and that is where Revelation 1 opens.

No one else is similarly qualified as Jesus is qualified to be our Prophet and Jesus has left us a reliable record of His revelation, of His teaching, of His instruction. We have a record of God’s revelation through His Son in sacred Scripture. That is why John takes such note of helping us to understand the process God follows to give Him the revelation and then to command him to write it and to help us to understand this is not John’s devotional journal. This is something very unique that has taken place. This is God giving us Scripture, a record, of Jesus’ testimony in revelation throughout time.

There is a disturbing trend today, which is not modern because it has been throughout church history, that many teach and believe we can know truth about God apart from Jesus’ revelation, apart from the revelation Jesus recorded in Scripture. That is to say, there is some other word beyond Jesus we need to know in order to connect with God. Many use language such as, “God told me…” Have you ever heard that? If those who use this language simply mean as they read God's Word God talks to them, He convicts them of sin, the Holy Spirit illumines Scripture so they learn more about God, He speaks to them through His Word, and God leads to specific points of obedience in worship as Scripture is opened and they read what God has said. All of that is biblical. If that is what is meant by, “God spoke to me,” then I would say God speaks to me every day that way. However, many mean much more than that. 
Many suggest God has directly given to them new truths about God not recorded in Scripture; new truths given to them through their own personal thoughts, spiritual experiences; and they speak in such a way so as to identify themselves as the prophet of Deuteronomy 18, the final prophet to whom everyone must listen,


15 “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is 
to him you shall listen— 16 just as you desired of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, 
when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God or see this great fire any more, lest I 
die.’ 17 And the Lord said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18 I will raise up for them a 
prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to 
them all that I command him. 19 And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, 
I myself will require it of him. 20 But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have 
not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.’ 
21 And if you say in your heart, ‘How may we know the word that the Lord has not spoken?’— 22 when a 
prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word 
that the Lord has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him.
This belief in direct revelation between us and the Father discounts the truth that Jesus is God’s Mediator, God’s final Prophet, His final Word. It is right for us to listen to the Father’s testimony of the Son on the Mount of Transfiguration,

Matthew 17:5b “This is my beloved Son…listen to him.”
God unveils the glory of Jesus by unveiling this office unique to Jesus, the office of Jesus being God’s Prophet. The application is since Jesus is God’s faithful Witness we are right to committing our self to learning daily from Him, by God’s Spirit, in the Bible. God does delight to speak individually and personally to each of us who is His faithful witness. Christianity is not a cold, distant, impersonal religion. It is something that draws us near to God so that we walk in fellowship with Him. With Jesus being our Prophet, if we see His glory in that office and we say, “I want to listen to Jesus. How do I have access to Jesus?” He has given to us His Word so that we can have access to the testimony of Jesus and we can listen to Jesus’ Word as our Prophet.

The second office spoken about is the office of Jesus as our Priest,


5b …the firstborn of the dead…

This is clear reference of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection. It is a reference to Jesus’ mediatorial work of dying in our place, of offering a sacrifice once for all that is complete. The “firstborn” does not mean He is the first to be raised from the dead chronologically, but He is the firstborn and being unique and preeminent of all those, the highest of those, who have been raised from the dead. This is a title of honor, priority, and preeminence. Jesus is the Supreme Representative of all who would have life beyond the grave. If we are to have life beyond the grave we somehow must be connected to Him, the firstborn of the dead. He alone is the Life Giver.

I believe in referencing Jesus’ death and resurrection, He is pointing to the office Jesus holds in glory of Jesus being our High Priest. I believe that because of the description given,


12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 
13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden 
sash around his chest.
The term “long robe” is used in Old Testament Scripture to reference the robes the high priests wore. The high priest would, as well, wear a sash. The description is of Jesus as our High Priest who makes a sacrifice for His people. 
One of the works of the high priest is not only to make sacrifice for the people so that there would be a cleansing of sin, but they also make an intercession for the people. This should cause us to enter into, so much more, of glory of Jesus at Christmas time. The Book of Hebrews is a wonderful commentary on the glory of Jesus as Prophet, Priest, and King,


7:23 The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in 
office, 24 but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 25 Consequently, he is 

able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make 
intercession for them.
There was one succession after another of a priest who took office, but this Priest is different because He holds the office and He is the One who died and lives again and will never, ever die. 
I must admit, I love it, when you, God’s people, tell me you are praying for me. Nothing can be a greater expression of love than to know you are praying for me. I know God hears those prayers. I know I need those prayers. I know my life is substantially different because of those prayers. I do not know how, exactly, my life would be different if you were not praying for me, but I know it would be different. Your intercession matters, but think of this, we have a Person, God’s Son, God of very God, Co-Eternal, Co-Equal with the Father, who intercedes for us daily, moment-by-moment, for all the needs we have.

One of the greatest expressions of examples of this in Scripture is in Luke 22. Peter has just made the statement,


33 Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death.”

Prior to that, Jesus tells Peter,


31 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 32 but I have 
prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.”
Jesus did not tell Peter not to despair because he is strong, because he has great faith, because he is righteous, or because he is committed. Peter’s confidence is that Jesus prayed for him. On the basis of the prayer and on the basis of the Father’s answer to that prayer, Peter remains in the faith. That is the glory of Jesus that encourages my heart and that is the confidence I have that I will continue on, regardless of the temptations, the trials and strife’s of my life, that I have a High Priest who daily makes intercession for me.
The application is, since we have a High Priest who daily makes intercessions for us, is it not right we would confess our sins to Him, knowing He cares for us and that He intercedes for us. We need not hide our sinful choices from Him, but we are right to make confession and stand in the confidence that we have such a One who is our Mediator before the Father who will give us grace to help us in our deepest time of need. 

The third way the Father unveils the Son’s glory is through the office of a King,


5c …and the ruler of kings on earth.
That is quite a claim to say there is no other king on earth that has any authority outside of His and all the kings of the earth will bow down and submit to Him. His authority trumps every president, every emperor, every king, every prime minister, every head of state, and every other human authority. This is not an ethereal spirit talking, this is real. 
Who gives Jesus the authority to rule over all other kings of the earth, to be the King of kings and the Lord of lords? 


14 The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire…

This vision describes Jesus possessing intrinsic majesty that flows from His own nature and from His own person. He, indeed, is God of very God and His authority is not derived from another, but it is intrinsic to Himself. 

As John is describing this vision, it is one Daniel, centuries earlier, had also been given regarding the Son of Man,


9 “As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took his seat; his clothing was white as  
snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire.”

Daniel is describing the Ancient of Days, God Himself, but he is using the same terms John is going to use when he is describing the Son of Man and there is a link here that Jesus is none other than God of Very God. His authority stems from His own person. Daniel continues,

14 And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages 
should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom 
one that shall not be destroyed.
The rest of the Book of Revelation is about this very statement, how all of the kingdoms of the future will crumble underneath the feet of Jesus and Jesus will reign supreme as the King of kings and Lord of lords. Do we see the glory of Jesus in Christmas? 

The white hair and head are symbols that Jesus possesses absolute wisdom and He is omniscient. He is able to judge rightly because He possesses eternal wisdom. His eyes are like “blazing fire,” seeing everything all at once. Nothing is missed,


15 his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 
16 In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was 
like the sun shining in full strength.
He is the Judge who walks as a refiner’s fire and His voice causes us to shake and tremble before Him. All of these are symbols of the power and majesty that is Christ’s and when He speaks His word is sharp and strong. He is omnipotent and all-powerful. 
Since Jesus is our King and since He is sovereign, we repent of the grievous sin of self-rule and we rightly submit our life to Him as King everyday. Every day we have an opportunity to rise and we with rise and see the glory of God in Jesus and say, “He is my King,” and we submit to Him, or we rise and we do not see His glory, but we see our own when we look in the mirror and we go about living our life as though we are king and as though we have the right to rule our own life. 
The glory of Jesus, the revelation of Jesus, changed everything. Revelation demands response. When we see Jesus as the glorious King He is, we recognize this is not us and what we see in the mirror when we wake up in the morning, yet that is exactly what are to see in Jesus when we arise in the morning if we gain a picture of Him. Then we are right to submit our life and bow in repentance before Him for transgressing against His Kingdom and His Kingdom’s Law and for rebelling against Him as the only sovereign and for competing against Him and against His values and priorities. We bow to Him and we say, “God, my whole life is about worship.” That is why Jesus taught us to pray every day, “Our Father, who are in Heaven, hallowed by Thy name. Thy Kingdom come and Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.”
 
Secondly, the Father unveils His Son’s glory by showing us the Son’s work. There are three displays of the Son’s glorious work. We see, in the second part of Verse 5, the first display is that Jesus loves us,


5b To him who loves us…

So far the picture is rather frightening, but now Jesus draws us near to Himself. Jesus does not coldly carry out His offices of meeting between us and the Father as Prophet, Priest, and King, but He warmly and affectionately becomes the Prophet who teaches us. He warmly and affectionately is the Priest who mediates for us and who intercedes for us. And, He warmly and affectionately is the King who rules over us with absolute power and authority. John now directs us to this view of the person of Jesus in this line of Scripture, “To him who loves us.” The love of the Lord Jesus is immense, wonderful, and free; it is present, continual, and perpetual. 

This is the only place I know of in the New Testament where God’s love is described in present tense. Everywhere else it is described in past tense, but here John marvels in the present tense aspect, “to Him who not just loved us and died for us, but who continues to love us and will continue to love us all the way to the end of time.” There is nothing we can do to make Jesus love us more or less because His love is ever present tense. Our disobedience, our unfaithfulness may keep us from know Him and from enjoying Him, but if we are in Christ and if we have faith in Him and are one of His adopted children into His family, born again with new life, there is nothing that will keep Him from loving us. Not now, not ever, nothing will separate us from His love.
Charles Spurgeon went to visit a man. He looked up at the top of the man’s house and noticed a weather vane spinning. He noticed on the weather vane were these words, “God is Love.” As he talked with the man, he said, “I see you believe God’s love is mutable and changeable and it changes with the wind.” The man answered, “No, Mr. Spurgeon, you have that all wrong. What I mean by that is, whatever way the wind is blowing, God is love.” That is true. Whatever way the wind blows in our life, and it may spin us around in a chaotic circle, we know this one, secure, absolute truth: if we are in Christ, Jesus loves us.

Furthermore, Jesus not only loves us, but He has also freed us, past tense, from our sins by His blood. This is a completed action,


5b To him who…has freed us from our sins by his blood…

Other translations read, “released us.”
 The picture is one of sin being a cruel, slave owner, task master. Sin is represented as an alien power that has captured our heart so that we are in bondage to do its will. But, John is telling us Jesus has come and taken that bondage master and torn it asunder and released us so that now we are free. We are free to worship God and enjoy God today, tomorrow, and forever. That is the heart of the Gospel. Jesus, as our Prophet, our Priest, and our King, has released us from the enslaving power of sin and the Devil. We can live our life without the chains of our own lust and pride weighing us down, ruining our soul and ruining our relationships and destroying our worship. We are free. There is a new ability God gives to us in Jesus. This is all about Jesus and the display of His glory that he loves us and that He has freed us.

Finally, as a display of His glory He transforms us,


6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen.
John is recording a revelation, but he has seen so much of the glory of Christ and His revelation, he cannot help but break out into a doxology, a song of praise. 

John is telling us, together, as a church family, we are God’s Kingdom and we are connected to God together forever, throughout all eternity, as a part of those who are under the rule and reign of God and His Kingdom. But, individually, each one us are priests to our God and we mediate the message of His hope and the message of reconciliation to others. 

Have you ever introduce yourself as a priest to someone, “I am a priest.” Try that out this week and watch what kind of odd looks you get. It is true. We can introduce ourselves this way and we would be right if we are in Christ, “I am a priest.” “When did you become a priest?” At that question we will have an opportunity to tell our testimony.

We are priests under our God because God transforms us, we who were rebels and sinners and unworthy of approaching God, but now we are a people who know Him and represent Him in this world.

Third, God unveils His Son’s glory by showing us the Son’s return,


7 Behold…

I love that. The idea is to shout, “Hey, look! Do not get distracted from this. Whatever you do, do not miss this.” 

Have you ever seen something in the sky, and you know it will disappear, and if the people around you do not see it right away they will miss it totally? That is the idea John is giving to us. He is so excited because he is given a vision of the return of Christ,

7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all 
tribes of the earth will wail on account of him.
The majesty of Jesus’ return is vividly and wonderfully presented to John and he is writing it down to describe it so that we can enter into this amazing joy and so that we can enter into the eager expectation and wonder of the glorious return of Jesus. Do you know Jesus is going to return.

I like the present tense John uses. He does not say, “Behold, He will come.” He uses the present tense, “He is coming.” This event is still future to John, yet he writes as though it is happening now. Through the eyes of faith and through the revelation God had given to him, he attaches his faith to the revelation and it is as though he is experiencing it now, even though he knows it is future. 

The privilege that was John’s is your privilege and my privilege as well. If we attach our faith to the revelation God has given to us we can enter into that same kind of joy so that we can experience some of the glory of the future event now. Every eye will see Him, even those who pieced Him and the tribes of the earth will wail over Him because they will stand in judgment when He comes.

Charles Spurgeon writes, and this encourages me and I want to give it to you. He talks about our ability to enter into this same kind of joy and expectation through faith attached to Revelation, “My imagination has often set forth that dread scene: but better still, my faith has realized it. I have heard the chariot wheels of the Lord’s approach, and I have endeavored to set my house in order for his reception. I have felt the shadow of that great cloud which shall attend him, damping the ardor of my worldliness. I hear even now in spirit the sound of the last trumpet, whose tremendous blast startles my soul to serious action, and puts force into my life. Would God that I lived more completely under the influence of that august event! Brothers and sisters, to this realization I invite you. I wish that we could go together in this, until as we went out of the house we said to one another, ‘Behold, he cometh!’”
That can be our experience as well, an eager expectation and anticipation of the coming of the Lord Jesus makes us more valuable as God’s instruments on this earth and it purifies us. Jesus, in Luke 12, will say,


35 “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36 and be like men who are waiting for their 
master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he 
comes and knocks… 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not 
expect.”
I love the heart of children and how eager they are to express faith in God’s revelation. The story I came across of the little girl who had been taught by her mother the story of the great and glorious return of Jesus, “Momma, do you believe Jesus will come soon?” as her mother tucked her in bed one night, “Yes,” her mother replied. “Momma, do you believe Jesus could come today?” “Yes, I do, sweetheart.” “Momma, do you believe Jesus could come right now?” “Yes, I do, sweetheart.” “Momma, would you brush my hair?” Isn’t that great? A sweet, little girl who asks if Jesus could come right now needs her hair brushed because she wants to be ready for that great day and that great event. 

Let me close. What was John’s experience when he saw the glory of God, the glory of Jesus, unveiled before him? He saw Jesus’ glory in His offices, in His work, and in His return and he was overwhelmed by this. What did John do?


17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead.
How many times had John been in the presence of Jesus as they walked along the shore of Galilee, as they traveled together throughout Israel? How many familiar breakfasts and lunches and suppers had they had and shared together? Never once had John experienced this kind of realization. Why? It is because the glory of Jesus had been veiled to him throughout most of that experience. There were flashes of miracles, the Mount of the Transfiguration, and the Resurrection, but here John, a ninety-year old man, is on the lonely island of Patmos and God gives to him a revelation so stunning, when he came before Him he fell at His feet paralyzed “as though dead,” but what did Jesus do?

17b...But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I 
died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.” 
He is telling John, “You know where you stand with Me. You do not need to fear death. You do not need to fear judgment because I have those keys. Stand up. Experience My love.”
Do you know Jesus as your Savior? The nations will wail when He returns because they do not. He returns in Judgment and the Book of Revelation is very clear about that. The biggest question we can each ask our soul is: Do I know Jesus as my Savior and as my Lord? Have I experienced the glory of God in the face of Jesus. Have I seen Him to be spectacular in His offices, that He is my Prophet, my Priest, and my King? Have I seen Him spectacular in His work, that He loves me and that He has released and that He has transformed me? Have I seen Jesus as spectacular in His coming. I love His coming and I cannot wait for that to happen? If you have, then fear not, beloved.

But, if you do not, then know a certain day is coming when He is the Righteous Judge and before Him you will stand and give to Him an account. No one need be unready and unfit that day because Jesus, in His kindness, opens His arms and says, “Come to me, all of you who are thirsty. Come and drink and I will give to you of the water of life.”
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