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One in Christ

 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members 
of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself 
being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in 
the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
I love the church! I love that God placed me in His church and that He designed the church to express itself in local assemblies such as this at Bethany Baptist Church, assemblies made up of people who love to worship the Lord together. I love the church.
I know when I say that that the church is flawed in many ways. She is often riddled with silly conflicts, with hypocrites among the membership, disobeying God’s clear commands, stingy and self-focused rather than generous and big-hearted, deceived by human ideas, straying away from the Truth God has given, falling short of her many promises. She is often rather worldly rather than spiritual. Indeed, I know her faults are many and I have been impacted personally by many of those faults. And, it is likely many of us have been, also.

But, for all of her flaws, the church of Jesus is a treasure. It is such an incredible, valuable gift from God. The church is truly is glorious in her nature. I do understand her glory is often thickly veiled by sin and superficiality, but the church is a glorious thing. And, so, I say with great glory, “I love the church.” I pray, as we study our text, we will see the church as wholly wonderful and worthy so that all of us would love her, too. 

Satan works among God’s own people to blind us from the truth of the worth of Jesus. He loves to blind us from truth, any and every part of God’s Truth. Think of how Satan loves to blind God’s own people from the truth of the worth of Jesus’ church. Satan knows exactly what God has written about Jesus’ church,


Ephesians 3:20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to 
the power at work within us, 21 to (God) be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen.
The Apostle Paul is not “us” individually, but he is talking about us working as a church. We know that because of how Paul ends his prayer, directing the glory to God. In other words the church is so wonderful it is able to bring to God, not just know in this time, or in the decades to follow, but now and forever and ever. 
If Satan can succeed in blinding us to the value of the church, he can keep the church from giving glory to God. Satan hates God’s glory more than he hates anything else. So, he tempts us to believe the church is unworthy to our own devotion and commitment. He plays upon our pride by using past abuses, hurts, and disappointments to whisper the lie, “The church is really nothing. It does not deserve your time, resources, thoughts, and energies. The church is just a flawed, human institution. It does not represent God upon the earth. So, free yourself from its ugly burdens. You can have a joyful relationship with God without the church being central in your life.” Lies. Lies. Lies, each and every one of them. 

Satan is highly successful among God’s own people in deceiving many of us with these lies. What is the medicine for the cure of Satan’s lies? It is God’s Truth, God's Word,


2 Corinthians 10:3 For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. 4 For the 
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy 
arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to 
obey Christ…

At every turn we can expect a fight. If we are believers who are fruitful, we must be a believer who is fighting, but our war is spiritual. We must be powerful to destroy the strongholds Satan has gained in this world and in our heart. There are lofty opinions about the church that are raised up against the glory of God, but we have a weapon able to set us right so that we would be able to take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ. Whatever our thoughts are about the church, we want to make sure our thoughts follow after Jesus’ thought because if our thoughts are not following after Jesus’ thoughts, then whose thoughts are they and from where do they originate? They do not originate from God. We want to be very careful in the way we think about the local church.
In this study we hope to turn to God's Word to take our thoughts captive regarding Jesus’ church. As we do so I believe we will find we will have greater joy in obeying Jesus in our love for and in our commitment to the local church. Far too many believers view the local church more as a burden than a blessing, more as a troublesome thing than a treasured thing, more as jaded than joyful. 
When we see the value of a thing, we are naturally drawn deeper into it, and that is a principle of life. No young boy gets a new X-Box for Christmas and asks the question, “Why should I sit down and play with it?” No horse lover gets a new horse for Christmas and asks, “Why should I go out and ride today?” No hunter gets a new bow and says, “Why should I go hunting this season?” The more we see the value of the thing the more we are drawn deeper into it.

The goal of this study is not to goad us into deeper involvement in the church and into greater service because that happens too often. We change on the surface of our actions, but not in the center of our heart. Unless we begin thinking differently and value differently we will never truly have a transformation. The goal of this study is for us to restore and recover a glorious vision of Jesus’ church. It is my belief that if we gain a vision of the church as she really is, glorious in her nature, we will willingly and joyfully give our self to her. God’s glorious vision fuels a zeal for investing our life in Jesus’ church. 

There are two essential questions to be asked in this study. First, what is the church? Second, why does the church exist? 

What is the church? The Apostle Paul begins his letter the church in Ephesus with a greeting, and he gives a doxology, a statement of worship, in his greeting,


 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,

To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus:

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his will…
Paul is thinking of the church in Ephesus and he begins to praise God as he thinks of the church as what God has done in the church. Is that not an awesome statement? On the basis of these verses we are right to define Jesus’ church this way: Jesus’ church is God’s community of saints who, through faith in Jesus, are blessed by God with every spiritual blessing, who are chosen by God, in Jesus Christ, to be holy and blameless, and who are adopted by God to be His own family. That is who the church is.

But, please notice the church is not a creation of man or a human institution. Rather, the church is founded upon the Lord Jesus Christ and it is sovereignly created by God through His Spirit. The church is not a building, though we talk about a church building, but we would be wrong in talking about the building as the church. It is the community of saints who, through faith in Jesus, are blessed by God with every spiritual blessing, who are chosen by God, in Jesus Christ, to be holy and righteous, and who are adopted by God to be His own very children. The church is a creation of God and it is a possession of God.

I have a bit of a pet peeve I will share with you: when any one specific church is described as belonging to the pastor of that church. Some may go out to California and say, “When I was in California, I went to John MacArthur’s church.”
 Some may go to Ohio and say, “I went to Alistair Begg’s church.”
 These are vey fine men. I listen to them. I love them. I have learned from them, but they would be the first to say the church is not theirs, that the church belongs to Jesus and it is God’s own possession. I hope no one ever refers to Bethany Baptist Church as “Ritch Boerckel’s church”. Ritch Boerckel rejoices to be a member with those of Jesus’ church at Bethany Baptist Church. I rejoice to be a servant in Jesus’ church, but no pastor ever “owns” a church.
Why does the church exist? Why did God bless His people with every spiritual blessing? Why did He choose them to be holy? Why did He adopt them to be sons and daughters?


6a to the praise of his glorious grace…12 so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the 
praise of his glory…14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the 
praise of his glory.
Paul understands we are slow to understand, to catch on, to learn, especially in the relationship to God’s glory because we naturally believe everything is all about us. Three times Paul uses the phrase, “to the praise of His glory”. Paul tells us the purpose for which we exist as a church that we might be to the praise of His glory. The praise to the glory of God is the ultimate purpose of the church. Simply stated, the church exists to bring glory to God.
This biblical purpose contradicts much of what we naturally think about the church. If we were to ask the average believer today, “Why does the church exist,” some might say it is to evangelize the Law, to send missionaries, to teach the Bible, or more pragmatically to produce great music so that we can have exciting worship experiences, to provide children’s programs to help parents raise their sons and daughters, to feed the poor, to help the needy, to help find Christian friendships. The church rightly does all of these things and these are a part of what the church does, but the supreme, primary purpose of the church has nothing to do with what happens in this world. The supreme purpose of the church is to glorify God and that is why the church’s purpose will remain forever and ever. That is why the church will be relevant not just in our time, but forever and ever. That is why when we are a part of the church we are a part of a purpose that is much bigger than our self.

The supreme purpose of the church is to glorify God. That is to make God’s greatness and glory known to the angelic realm and to all people alike so that God will be worshipped and acknowledged as the awesome Being He is. This is important, that we are able to answer rightly when we ask our self the question: Why am I involved in or committed to my church? Why do I serve in the church? Some may respond it was because someone asked or they needed someone to care for their children so it was only right they would serve. Some may respond that they would have Christian friends, so they could come on Sunday and get the battery recharged, so they could learn. All of those are good and great things and I hope they happen at Bethany Baptist Church, when we ask our self the question: Why am I committed to the local church, we must be able to answer God’s answer or we will miss the whole purpose and we will be off center.
Here is the reason why I am committed to Jesus’ church: it is because that my might matter in regard to the praise of the glory of God. I want to be able to stand before God and have Him say, “Well done, Ritch. Your life fulfilled its sovereignly created design and purpose. You lived your life for the purpose of bringing praise to My glory.” If we are not connected to Jesus’ church we will not be able to say that because Jesus’ church is the instrument in which God designed for the praise of His glory to be made known. There are all kinds of other reasons I could give, but that is the primary reason and the focus.

Could we not bring praise to God’s glory without a commitment to the local church? I believe the answer is, “No.” Ephesians teaches us God uniquely chose individuals to be adopted as sons and daughters into His family so that as a family we would bring praise to His glory. The unity of the family is vital to our ability to bring glory to God. That is why, if we were to look at Ephesians 4, this whole book is about the church,


1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 
3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as 
you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God 
and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
Paul is urging them because he wants their life to count for the praise and the glory of God. If we are not active in eagerly striving to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace within Jesus’ church we are not walking in a manner worthy of our calling and our calling is to bring praise to the glory of God.
Bethany Baptist Church’s purpose statement flows from this Scripture. The central and primary purpose of our church is to glorify God. How do we do that? We do that as we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and we prepare His people to worship Him forever. When we cover this biblical vision of the church so that we can connect more joyfully and willingly to God’s purpose, we will consider our text for this study,


19a So then you are no longer strangers and aliens…

That is an interesting statement. Many read that in the context they never thought of their self as being a stranger or an alien, but that is what God tells us we are. How is this? We must go back to the Garden of Eden to understand why all of us are born in the state of being strangers and aliens. 

In Genesis 3, Adam and Eve sinned against God and when that happened it brought death upon all mankind and that death produced two kinds of separation and death. The first is that man became separated, alienated, from God so that after the fall, man would not seek after God. They would not want God. They would not be able to see God. They would not know God and have a relationship with Him. 
Secondly, death came upon sin so that man became alienated from one another so that there was conflict within humanity and broken relationships would become the norm. 
Those two things happened and they caused us to become aliens separated from God and strangers and aliens from His family and His people, from those who have life, and a relationship with one another would be broken. 

In Ephesians 2, the Apostle Paul explains how both of these problems are resolved in Jesus and in the Gospel. In the first ten verses, Paul address the first problem, that of alienation from God,


1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this 
world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedience—
We were spiritually dead, not just half-way dead, but dead-dead. There was no hope for us to connect to God in any real way if we are left to our self. And, we no longer lived under the praise of God’s glory, but we lived for our self and for our sin and we moved toward darkness rather than toward the light of fellowship with Him. And, we followed the one who first lead our parents astray, Adam and Eve, and who now leads us and who continues his deceptive work. 


3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the 
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 
Inside we have desires which are contrary to what God wants and as a result we live deserving of God’s just condemnation. Here is God’s evaluation of what is wrong with us. We followed after Satan and we carried out our own fleshly desires and by nature we were children of wrath deserving God’s judgment. But, with Verse 4, that dark story turns and the window is open and light shines through,


4 But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were 
dead in our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ…
God took action when we could not. God enters the scene and He is the superhero. When it seemed as thought everyone would be wiped out and death would rule and reign, God stepped on the scene and light and life burst out. It is not as though He has made us alive in Christ, but He made us alive together – that is the church – and together we share this light and life that comes from God so that our alienation from God is reconciled and we are now able to have the kind of relationship the Garden promised when God first created mankind.
Verses 8 and 9 tell us how we are reconciled to God with such clarity,


8 For by grace you have 
been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
This is God’s action and not our own. Through grace we are rescued from alienation from God and from one another. This is not a result of our own works and our good deeds and our own attempts and our own efforts. What would happen if people could boast about their own salvation? The purpose of the church would not be possible. The praise would not go to the glory of God and His grace. The praise would go to us. Paul is telling us He has established this salvation in such a way the whole purpose of the church, the praise to the glory of God, will be met when a person is rescued, made alive, together in Christ. There is no boasting one’s self. The only boasting is in God because the whole purpose of this being made alive together is for the praise of the glory of God Himself. 

Have you personally been rescued from the spiritual isolation from God? I do not ask, “Have you prayed a prayer?” or, “Have you signed a doctrinal statement?” I ask, “Have you been rescued from personal alienation from God,” so that now you can testify, “I have been made alive together with the other saints in Christ so that I now know God together with the communion of His saints. There is a relationship I understand I have with other believers based upon the shared life together. I have been reconcile with God Himself.” If you say, “I don’t know if I have. I am not really that excited about my relationship with God and I do not see any difference between Christians and non-Christians. I do not perceive there is any distinction between them in regards to my relationships and the way I relate.” If that is your testimony, go back to Ephesians 2:8-9. It is by God’s grace you can be saved through faith. Listen to the Gospel. It is offered to you and you can be rescued from the state of spiritual death and be rescued unto spiritual life as you look to Jesus and believe in Him.
Paul addresses the second problem of our alienation from one another,


11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is 
called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 12 remember that you were at that time 
separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world.
In Verse 11, Paul is talking about Gentiles and Jews, but specifically hones in on the Gentiles in Ephesus in Verse 12. There is much to be said about this text, but in summary, God decided to offer reconciliation to a single person, Abraham in Genesis 12. With that reconciliation, He offered Abraham a covenant that bound Him to Abraham in a relationship, and not just to Abraham but to all of Abraham's descendents. He told Abraham he would be blessed and become a special Nation, one set apart for God and one which would know God. He also said all the nations of the earth would be blessed through Abraham. If there was to be reconciliation, it would come through the covenant made with this people, the Israelites. 

The whole of the Old Testament story is an unveiling, an unfolding, of God’s working of this covenant through Abraham and Abraham's descendents. Ultimately, it was brought to the Gentile world, the people outside of God’s promises, of God’s commandments, of God’s covenant relationship, and outside of hope and spiritual life. Paul would say they were without God in the world.

In the Old Testament we see some individual Gentiles welcomed into The Nation of Israel and thus reconciled to God: Rahab
 and Ruth,
 two prominent women. But, the Gentiles as a people are largely without a means to be reconciled to God and to address this problem of alienation from God. They were largely left without spiritual light to lead them to God so that they would see Him in His glory and worship Him,


13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For 
he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of 
hostility…

God is making one new community. Just as He focused on The Nation of Israel in the Old Testament, now He is bringing the Jews and Gentiles together in one new society, one new humanity, and He calls this community, “a new man” in Verse 15. And, in Verse 16, He calls this new community, the church, “one body”. He is speaking to us about the church. Then he reminds the Gentile believer who is reading this letter, that we were once strangers and aliens and may we never forget that. We were outside of the covenant and outside of hope. Having explained that God united through the blood of Jesus Christ Jews and Gentiles in to one new people and one new race, he will describe the worth of that union. Paul gives to us three specific descriptions of the church which reveal the church’s worth.
The first metaphor describing the church that reveals her worth: Jesus’ church is a sovereign Kingdom,

19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints...
What is the purpose of a kingdom? It is to be the realm in which the king defends his people, provides for his people, and governs his people. This is what the church is. It is God’s Kingdom. It is a place, a sphere. If we want to be a part of a Kingdom in which we have a King who defends His people against all spiritual assaults, physically, emotionally, and spiritually; provides for His people; and governs His people we must be a part of the church because that is the church, it is God’s Kingdom, and we are fellow citizens with the saints. In other words, He rules and reigns and He has a right to command.

I am a very patriotic person. I love the country of my birth, the United States. I am so thankful for the individual freedoms she represents and honors. I love that this nation acknowledges God is sovereign and government is not sovereign. God is the source of our freedom and not government. The Declaration of Independence asserts we have been “endowed by our Creator with certain inalienable rights, the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” and not by our government. I like being a citizen of the United States, but God tells me I am a citizen of an even greater country,


Ephesians 3:20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who 
will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject 
all things to himself.
This is our great country and this is our great allegiance. God’s Kingdom is just as real of a kingdom as the government of the United States. The fact that God’s Kingdom is now spiritual does not negate the fact it is real. One day it will be both spiritual and physical when Jesus returns. God’s Kingdom is ruled by a King who is worthy of honor and glory and power. He is a King whose power is limitless, whose wisdom is infinite, whose kindness is immeasurable, whose peace is perfect, whose righteousness is flawless, whose provision is complete, whose reign is certain, whose life is eternal, and whose sovereignty is absolute. If we are a member of Jesus’ church, He is our King and that is awesome!
It is right to have responsibilities in the kingdoms of this earth, as a citizen of the United States or other countries, and to be the best of citizens, but for the Christian our first allegiance is always to Christ and our citizenship is in Heaven and that is the reason why Jesus says,


Matthew 6:33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness…

Our new citizenship must impact everything about our life. We live according to a different set of laws, we prize a different kind of treasure, and we are serving a different King. We have rights and privileges which are heavenly and eternal. Our fellowship is with the Triune God and with Jesus’ church. We know these earthy bodies of ours will perish, but we are a part of a Kingdom that does not perish. Our association with the United States, as much as I love it, I know one day will be severed by death. I know that because after I die the government will not ask for taxes, at least for a few years after I die. But, my relationship with the Kingdom of God will never, ever be severed. It is such a beautiful thing. Paul calls us “fellow citizens”. No one tries to have a kingdom in which they are the only citizen. 

Yesterday as I was sitting in my home all of the power went out. All of the things I wanted to do I could not do. I began thinking and praying for the people who were working behind the scenes to see that I had power in my home. A couple of hours later, sure enough, the lights came on. But, what could I do to get power back in my home? I was glad I was a part of a group, a citizenry, who worked together, who coordinated talents and time, so that we would be able to provide for one another as a society. I was glad for that.

There is no difference in that and the way the Kingdom of God works. That is why it is so valuable for us to be a part of it. There will be sometime when our lights go out we will count on people, people we do not know, to do something to help us get our lights back on. And, when other people have their lights go out they will be counting on us. That is what happens in a kingdom; we are fellow citizens with the saints.

My son, Daniel, is training to be a pilot in the United States Air Force. He is a part of something much bigger than himself as an individual and he knows that. If he has the opportunity fly someday, he knows there are thousands of people who are involved in any effectiveness he will have as a pilot. He could not do it on his own and it would be foolish for him to believe he could be a pilot and be effective without anyone. No, he is a fellow citizen, a part of something.

It is foolish for any individual Christian to think, “I am able to bring glory to God on my own.” No, we cannot.

The second metaphor describing the church that reveals her worth: Jesus’ church is a supernatural family,

18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers 
and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God…
The church is God’s family. What is the purpose of a family? It is to produce and care for new babies, commit to lasting relationships in love, to train up children to live fruitful lives, and to pass on a legacy to future generations. This is what the church is; it is a family. It is used by God to care for new babies in the family. It is used by God to commit to lasting relationships in love with one another. It is used by God to train up children to live fruitful lives. It is used by God to pass on a legacy to future generations.

God talks about His church, His people, as His own household. Jesus puts this family in a right perspective in Mark 3,


31 And his mother and his brothers came, and…they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers are 
outside, seeking you.” 33 And he answered them, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34 And looking 
about at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 For whoever does 
the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.”
In other words, there is a spiritual family that is greater than the physical family and these are the people who have faith and they are a part of the family that lasts. I love my physical family and I am so blessed to be in the family in which I was born. Over the Christmas holidays a steady stream of family was awesome, but the spiritual family is even more special. Why? It is because God with Jesus creates it and it is lasting. 

There will be a day when I am not in the roll of “dad” or “husband” anymore. In Heaven there is no marrying or giving in marriage. I will not be in those rolls which are such an important part of this physical family, but I will be a part of something greater, more joyful, and more amazing. It is a spiritual family and we can taste it now in the church. God calls us into deep relationships with others inside the church. God would have each son and daughter to open our life to others in His family. God desires that we live together in community.
What is so special about a family? A family is place where we are loved regardless of how we have messed up our life. Family is a place where we do not fear rejection. In my family,  at Christmas time, I have my hair all muffled up, tell my corny jokes, and sing off key and they still love me for it. It is a church and I can be embrace for all of that. Family is a place where we can count on being cared for and held onto, where there may be conflict but others are committed to talking it out, to forgive, and cutting some slack when we are weak.

Some may say, “Pastor, that is not my family.” I know every physical family does not have these qualities. Blood does not do it. God must give His grace and the members must put His grace to work in loving relations. That is why Paul tells us,

Ephesians 4:3 Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit…

A family can only fulfill the promise of family when the members are committed to being the kinds of brothers and sisters who work together for unity. There is a commitment. A family has commitment to one another. I understand conflict is difficult for us in God’s family and I understand there will be hurt, sins, and temptations to give up on people and simply walk away, but on this image of understanding, we are an eternal family bound together by Jesus Christ. It is important for the praise of the glory of Jesus that we pursue and maintain the unity of the Spirit. 

How important is this to God? It is so very important. We can understand this on a physical level. I thank God for my three sons and our daughter-in-law. Imagine being a dad and one of your children comes up to you and says, “I love you, dad. You are the greatest dad in all the world, but I do not want to be a part of this family anymore. It is too messed up. I am not going to be a part of the family life. Don’t count on me helping out my brothers and sisters when they are in need. Don’t count on me encouraging them in their weakness, comforting them in their pain, providing for them in their need, or rejoicing with them in their victories. I am cutting this family out of my life. I will not be around for Christmas or birthdays or family reunions or weddings or funerals. But, I still want to have a relationship with you, dad.” Tell me, what would happen to that dad’s heart? I tell you what would happen to mine, it would break into a thousand pieces. This is not why I had children and this is not the vision and this is not the glory and this is not to be. Yet, that is often what happens in Jesus’ church.

Are you a member of God’s family? The offer is made to you,


John 1:12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God…
The third metaphor describing the church that reveals her worth: Jesus’ church is a sacred temple,


20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone…

The church is a sovereign kingdom with a wonderful King as the Head, ruling and reigning. It is a supernatural family bound together by God’s Spirit. All share in the life of God together. It is a family that will endure throughout generation upon generation, forever and ever. It is also a sacred temple.

What is the purpose of a temple? It is to stimulate the worship of God among God’s people. It is said to have been built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets. I believe these are the New Testament apostles and prophets and it is built upon their teaching, the Gospel, upon the New Testament we have today. 

With Jesus Christ being the chief Cornerstone, this is the stone that is the force of the foundation and it undergirds everything and it bears the weight of the whole building. Every other stone attached to the building has its measurements, angles, supports, and unity all bound together by that one cornerstone,

21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.
Notice the togetherness of the wording of Paul in these few verses. He is using an organic word for an inorganic thing. A building grows, not like a tree, yet that is the word he uses to say it grows together into a holy unto the Lord.

It is impossible for us to grown unto a holy temple unto the Lord if we are not joined together in our union with one another. The church cannot be the church and she cannot achieve her purpose of bringing praise to the glory of God if we are not joined together and growing together.

The Temple in Jerusalem was the local place where the localized presence of God resided. It was where people could come and ask, “Does God really exist?” When they go to the Temple, they see glory in the Temple and that is God’s vision with the church. When people come in, they are asking the question, “Does God really exist?” We can give to them all of the apologetic answers as to why we believe God exists and they are all fine and good to make those arguments, but the ultimate argument is this: Look at the church and see the glory of God because we exist to bring praise to God’s glory. We can grow together so that we become a habitation, or dwelling, of God, where God’s glory is unveiled. 

I believe the world is longing to see the glory of God. We are longing to see the glory of God so badly that we are willing to find it in everywhere and in anyplace. People want to believe the vision God establishes for His church and they are going to look for it and find it anywhere and in any counterfeit. Recently I was driving in my car and I was listening to, Christian radio stations mostly, some country stations. I turned to a country station and listened to a song I had not heard before by Toby Keith, titled “Drunk Americans”. Let me share some lyrics,

We ain’t East, we ain’t West


We ain’t left, we ain’t right


We ain’t black, we ain’t white


We just came here to drink


We’re all mud flops of bourbons


All bold caps and turbans

All prom queens and strippers

We're the whole kitchen skin

We're here, we're the same

Everyone knows your name…


Paper and plastic, to old and to young

Ceos, jds, twas, fbis, bsts…


If you're belly's too fat or you're wallet is too thin

We're happy to be here as much as you can see

We're just all drunk Americans

He is singing about a bar and the diversity of people in it, including the real moral people and the immoral people. All stratus of society is there, also. As I listened to that song I first caught the longing for reconciliation and a longing for seeing the glory of God and bringing about a people together who really would be one. But, the answer to the song, the unifying theme, where is he looking for it? Where is Toby Keith looking for that oneness, that amazing reflection of God’s glory and His perfection, community, peace, and wholeness? He is looking for it in drunkenness and, of course, we all know there are no fights when people are drunk in a bar. How can Toby Keith turn his eye blind to all of the shenanigans that happen in a bar where there is so much conflict when people get drunk and write a song like this? It is because he yearns for a vision so much that he is willing to see it even there. 
That is the reason why, church, we have an amazing opportunity to present the church to this world, a people whom God has made us to be, a people who are a sacred temple reflecting His glory in the way we live and love one another. O, that we might be to the praise of His glory.
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